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The B R I T A I N S. 

THE curiofity entertained by it]l civilized natloiu, c H A P.' 
of enquiring into the exploits and adventures of I. 
their anceftors, commonly excites a regret that the htf-w.— v**^ 
tory of remote ages (hould always be fo much invtdved 
in obfcurity, uncertainty, and contradiSion. Iwentous 
men^ poCTefled of leifure, are apt to pufh their relearchds 
beyond the period iti which literary monuments are ' 
framed or preferved, without refle^ing, that the hiftory 

,of paA events is immediately loft or disfigured when in- 
trulled to mernory and oral tnidittoD, and that the ad- 

. ventures of baroarous nations, even if they were record- 
ed, could afford little or no entertainment to thofe born in 
a rriore cultivated age^ The convulHons of a civilized 

. tlate ufually compole the moft inflruSive .and moft in- 
tereftlng part of its hiftory ; but the fudden, violent, and 
unprepared revolutions, incident to Barbarians, are lb 
much guided by caprice, and teripinate fo often in cruel- 
ty, that they difguft us by the uniformity of their ap> 
pearance \ and it is rather fortunate for letters that they ara 
buried in filence and oblivion. The only certain means, 
by which nations can indulge tb^ircarii^in-refearches 
Vol. I. B conc^- 
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a H I S T O R Y o» EN G L A N D. 

C H A P. conceniiiig their remote ongin, is to confide the Un- 
!■ go^^ viunnvs an^ CKftoim of tbtk anceftori, knd to 

^— V— ' compaie them with tfeftfe o# the ncighb^rinr nations. 
The fables which are commonly employed to (upply the 
place of true hillory, ought entirely to be difregarded ; 
und if any exception be admitted to this general rule, it 
can only oe in favour of the antient Grecian ti^ions* 
v^i^i^ are.Jb celebrated and (b agre«al;le, that they will 
cf^n^be the obj^Ss of the attentit^ gf m^pkind. Nc- 
Vefiftng therefore, alt traditions or rather tales concern- 
in0 the more early hi&ory of Britauu we fbaii. Qoty 
coiilider the Aate of^the inhabitants, as it appeared to the 
Romans on their invafion of this country : Weflialt tviefly 
run over the events, which attended the conquell tnade 
by that empire, as belongii^ more to Roman than Britifli 
ftory: We (hall haften throng the obfcurc and unintei- 
-<fting period of Saxon annab : And fiiall refcrve a more 
fall narration for thde times, when the truth is both fo 
^eU afcertained and fo complete as to promife fome enter- 
tainment and in&rudi«i to the reader. 

All antient writers agree in reprcfcntii^ the firft in- 
habitants of Sritain as a tribe of the Gauls or Celtic, 
who peopled that tfland from the ncighbouni^ continent. 
<: ; Tbxir language was the fame, their manners, their go- 

vertmMDt, Aerr fuperflition ; varied only by Uiofe fmall 
^FRences, which time or a communication with the bor- 
<iaring nations mull tieceCTarily introduce. The inhabitants 
of Oaut, efpeci^ty in thofe piuts which lie contiguous to 
ilily> bad acquired, from a commerce with their Ibuthern 
'Surfiboun, Tome refinement in the arts, which gradually 
<UffUftd Ihemfelves northwards, and fpread but a very 
-Mm tight over this ifland. The Greek and Roman na- 
^ripten «» merchants {for there were fcarce any other 
Irtntiers in ^o(e a^} brought bad: the moft modting 
•oeounts of the ferocity of the people, which they mag- 
luficd, asufual, in order to excite the admiration of their 
eouBwymen. The fouth-eaft parts, however, of Bri- , 
hUn had already, before the age of Casfar, made the fitft 
•nd moft requifiteftep towards a civil fettlemcnt; andthe 
Bvltaitis, by tillage and agriculture, had there encreafed 
-•(» t great multimde*. The other inhalHtants of the 
ilknd 

' * Citlu, lib. 4> 
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THEBRITAINS. * 

ipand flill maintained thetnfelves by pafture : Thpy WCTC CHAR 
clothed with Ikins of beads : They owelt in hat^ ' wtlM) ^' - 
they reared in the fOTtifts and raarfhes, with %y|iich tlis''" ' V "^ 
country was covered : They Oiifted cafily their bstutation, 
when aduated either by the hope* of plunder or tlie fear 
of an enemy : The convenience of feeding their cattle 
was even a fufficient motive for removing their (eats; 
And being ignorant of all the refinements of lifs, tbfiM 
wants and their poflelSoRS were equally fcanty anj li* 
mited. 

The Britains were divided into many fmall nstioni or 
tribes ; and beii^ a mttttary people, whofc (olcmopeitj 
fra3 their arms and thetr cattle, it was impofliblef >^er^ 
they had acquired i relifh of liberty, for tjieir princ^ or 
chieftains to eftabllfh any defpotic authority over thsnTt 
Their governments, though monarchical ', were frcCt 9f 
well as thofe of all the Celtic nation; ; and the conumw 
people feem even to have enjoyed ijiore libcr^ wno^ 
theraS than among the nations of Gaul°, from whonf 
they were defcended. Each (fate was divided into faCr 
tioas within itf^': It was agitated with emifUtton to* 
wards the neighbouring Hales ; And while the aits of peac^ 
were yet ai»nown, wars wefc the chief occuMtiff^ 
and formed the chiefobjed of ambition* aniQgg tqe fesfr 
pie. 

~ The religion of the Britains was one of the raoficoiw 
fiderable parts of their governn)ent ; and the DfuidSf 
who were their priefls, poflfefTed great authority Amoiu 
them. Befides ixiimllring at the altaTf and dire^iiog ^ 
religious duties, they prefided over the e^ucati^o of youth} 
they enjoyed an immunity ^ym w^ and t^sesi l^ey 
poflefled both the avil and a-iminal ji^rifdifUq^ ; jKey d^ 
cided all contraverlies among eftates as well at^mong 
private perfons, and whoever refiifed to fubmit to toeix 
decree was expoled 'to the tppfk fevere penalties. The 
fentencc of excommunication was denounced againft 
hipi : He was forbid accefs to tbe iaqri^ces or^ptibU^ wjr* 
Ihip: He was debarred i^\ uitercoAwfe widi ^i| fello)v- 
ciuzens, eren in riie £))tnn>on affairs fff Uj^ : Hu cvipr 
paoy was univerfally (huiiRe^ as profane find ^angj^nutf 
B 2 He 

' Tacit: Agr. ' 
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4 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 

CHAP- He wu refufed the protedion of Uw ' : And death itrdf 

-' I. became to him an acceptable relief from the mifery and 

V*V"^' infamy to which he was expofed. Thus, the bands of 

govertiment, whidi were naturally looTe among that nide 

and turbulent people, were happily cotroborued by the 

terron of their fuperftition. 

No fpecics of fuperdition was ever mtvc terrible than 
that of the Druids. Befides the feverc penaltiei, which 
it was'in the power of the ecclefiaHtcs to infliS in this 
world, th^ inculcated the eternal rranfmigration of fouls ; 
and thereby extended th^r authority as kt as the feart of 
their timorous votaries. They praSifed their rites in 
dark groves or other fecret recefles ^ ; and in mdtr to 
throw a greater myftery on their religion, they communi- 
cated their dodrines only to the initiated, and ftriSly 
forbad the committing them to writing; left they fhould 
at any time be expofed lo the examination of the profane 
Vulgar. Human facrifices were pra3ifed among them : 
The fpoils of war were often devoted to their divinities'} 
and they punifhed with the fevereft tenures whoever dared 
to fecrete any part of the confewated offering : Thefe 
trCafures they preferved in woods and forells, fccnred by 
soother guard than the terrors of their religion"; and 
this conqueft over human avidity, may be regarded as more 
lignat than their prcmiptiog men to the moft extraordinary 
and moll violent efforts. No idolatrous w<^ip ever at- 
tained fuch an afcendant over mankind as that of the 
xntient Gauls and Britatns; and the Romans, after their 
conqueft, finding it impoflible to reconcile thofe nations 
to the laws and inftitutions of their mafters, while it 
muntained its authority, were at laft obliged to abolifh 
it by penal ftatutes ; a violence, which had never in 
any odier inftance been pradifed by thefe tolerating con- 
querors '. 

The R O M A N S. 

THE Britains had long remained in thb nide but 
independent flate, when Cecfar, having over-run 
all Gaul by his vi£tories, firfl caft his eye on their ifland. 
He was not allured either by its riches or its renown ; but 
being 

' Oeftr, lib. 6. Stmbo, &. a. ° Plin. lib. iz.cafi. ■■ 
? OtSu, lib, 6. ^ Sncton. k ViuClaadiL 

n„jN.«j-vG00glc 



THE ROM A JJ S; $ 

licing amlntious of carrying the Roman arms inW a ne* C H A P.' 
worfd, then tnoflly unknown, he took advantage of a *■ ^ 
Ihort interval in his Gaulicwars, and made an invafioii*""^''""*^ 
on Britain. The natives, informed of his intention, were 
fenfible of the unequal conteft, and endeavoured to ap- . , ' 
peafc him by fubmilTions, whidi, however, retarded iiot 
Ihe execution of his (kfign. After fome refiftance, he 
landed, as ti fuppofed, at Deal ; and having obtained 1^ Anno ub 
vera! advantages over the Britatns, and obliged them toiC 55. 
promite hollages for their future obedience, he was coq' 
Ib-atned, by the necellity of his aff:urs, and the approach 
of winter, to withdraw his forces into Gaul. The Bri- 
tains, relieved froiD the terror of his arms, negleded th^ 
performance of their flipulxtions, and that haughty con- 
queror relblved next fummer to cbaftife them for this bi'each 
.of treaty. He landed with a greater force ; and though 
he found a more regtilar reliftance firom the Biitains^ who 
had united under CalTivelaunus, one of' their pettr ^ 
princes; he difcomfited them in evety' a£tion. He ad- 
vanced into the muntry, pafledthe Thames in the face 
of the enemy ; took and burned the capital of CaQive^ 
launus ; ellabliflied his ally, MandnbratiUE, lii ^he fove- 
reignty of the Trinobantes> and having obliged (he ii^ 
habitants to make him new fubmiflions, he again return> 
cd withhis army into Gaul, and left the authority of the 
Romani more nominal than real in this ifland. 

Thx dvit wai7, which enfued, and which prepared 
the way for the eftablifhment of monarchy in ■ Rome, 
ftvedthe Britains from that yoke, which was ready to be 
impofcd upon them. Auguftui the fucceflbr of CEcfar, 
content with the viSory obtained over the liberties of his 
own country, was little ambitious of acquiring fame by 
fereogn wars{ and being apprehenfive left the finie uor 
limbed extent of dominion, which had fubverted the re- 
public, mi^t alfo overwhelm the empire^ he recom- 
mended to fail fucceflbn never to enlarge the territories of 
ibe RoouBt. 'Hberius, jealous of. the ^me> vfhich 
might be acquired by his generals^ made this adyice of 
Auguftus a pretence for lurinafiivity^. The mad Mies 
of CaltgHla* in whidi he menaced BriMtn with an' inr 
valion, ferved only to expoTe himfolf and the empire to 
ridicule: And the Briuin had now, durii^ almoft a 
centuiy, 

* TaciL Ap. 
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ed ; wheti the Ro4 
in to think reriouHjr 
n. Without fedc- 
ility than were era- 
e3ing the Afiricana 
ny under the con)' 
who gained Tome 
igrefe in fubduing 
nding matters fu^ 
lade B journey into 
of feveral BritiOi 
and Triiiobantnt 
he ^and and whom 
ET of life rendered 
ice of their liberty, 
md of Cafsdacus^ 
I, and the Romaiw 
I Ofloriut Scapult 
*. This general ad- 
; Britaim ; pierced 
lice nation* who in^ 
lefeated Cara^ciu 
«-, and fent iiim (o 
violB- procured him 
Cs ufiidly faeflowed 

^ulKs, the Bri- 
id was regarded by 
ich military honour 
le reign of Nero, 
the contmanct, and 
H'iea over thefe bai^ 
»aa» row An^efey, 
( refelved to attack 
le center of tbeirio' 
^t«all rixir baffled 
ofelVrudhitilandiitg 
of their armi ami 
TOOies and pnefts 
fan the.lborei and 
D their hands, and 
■ ;■"- ■> .■-.-. :■■: toffing 

'''' ' TaciL Ann. hTi. i*. 
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MKig their difhCTcHed hair, they {inKi|p«U4r«errDriti-6HKK 
to the aAoniflied Romans by their homiiy ^ ' cw*. ^"^ . . 

exercrUioas, thtn (he fval danger from tfac-Mntcd ((Jtct»^~ ' ' 
was Mc to iBfpire. But SuetonidSi wbsrting' hU( ^oQ{>i 
to defpile the menaces of « fai^tirftitien, Which di^ d^ 
Ipifcd, impelled them to the atu^, drore tKe Britaas off 
the field, burned the Druids ia Hit Ounc tiiea whi^ (hejr 
bad prepared for their capdve «aem»a, -dcAr^wdiaU tiw 
confecrated ^oves asd altani Bti4»Jtoring thilt ttium^kcl 
over the rehgion ot the Britum, he du*^ 4lit- f a WT 
progrefs would be eafy, in reducing the pMplt M'fi^ 
jedton. But he was difappointed in bib esipH&a^nm 
The BritaiBs, taking advantage ti his alrfence, -ti^rt: «tt 
ID arms i aodheiKkd by Boadiccat que<fiiof-th4 Ictnia 
who had been treated in the iDoft ignomtaiep* mmw 
hy the Ronun tribunes, had already attadood wiltl fiwf*^ 
fcveral fettlements of their infu)tiiieaii>qucran.:SKeb}nMW 
baftencd to the proteaion of l^onomv wUch waf fdrpady 
« flourifhing Rinnan coloi^ ; but he found va bis.wriv^ 
that it would be reqiulite for the geaecal £afcty tft abancjoa 
that place to the mcrcil^ foiy of the enemy. LoadSB 
was reduced to alhes ; fuch (^ the inhabitants a* teo^in^ 
in it, were cruelly maflacredj the Roounf and M 
flrangen, to the number of 70,000, were put to Ae fwoi^ 
without dillindion ; and the Britains, by renderifig 4bc 
war dius Uoody, feemcd determined to cat off all hOM 
of peace or compofition with the enemy. But this cntntf 
was revenged by Suetonius in a great and decifive battt^ 
where 8o,eoo of the Briuins arc faid to have perithed ; 
arid Boadicea herlelf, rather than fall into the handa q| 
the enraged ndor, put an end to her own life by potn 
fon ^, Nero foon after recalled Suetonius from 2 goverji* 
ment, where by fnficring and infliftlng fe many feveritiet, 
be was jutted im[»'oper for compofing the angry and 
alarmed minds of the inhabitants. After fome interv^ 
Cerealis received the command h-om Vefpaiian, and (^ 
his bravery pnqtagated the terror of the Roman ann«. 
Julius Frontinus fucceeded Cerealis both in authori^ and 
reputation: But the general, who finally eft^Ufbed the 
dominion of the Romans in this iiland, was JuliuH 
AgricoLt, who govoned it io the reigns of Vefm£aii| 
TitM, 

.** Tacit. Ana. lib. 14. 
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8 HIStORYoy ENGLAND. 

C B j^ P- Titm, ttMl Donutisn, and ditluigailhed himlcir in tint 

' ~^^'-^ THit great comnunder formed a regalar plan forfuV 
duing Britain, and rendering the acqn^tion uTeful to the 
conquottn. ,He carried hit vidoiious srms northwards, 
defeated the Btttains in every encounter, pierced into the 
nacccffible fereftt uid mountains oF Caledonia, reduced 
every thing to fobjedion ia the fouthem parts of tb if- 
land, and chaced before him all the men of fiercer and 
more inindaUe fpirlti, who deemed war and death itlelf 
iBit'imotcrabte than fervitude under the vidors. He even 
deiealed them in a decifive a^on, which they fought un- 
ider Gakactit, their leader; andhaving drawn a rampart, 
And fixed a chain of garrifont, between the firths of Clyde, 
and Forth, he thereby cutoff the roder and more barren 
parts oF the ifland, and fecured the Roman province from 
the incurlioni of the barbarous inhabitants". 
' DuKiHC thefc mititsry entcrprizes, he neglefled not 
the arts of peace. He introduced laws and civility amonf 
fbeBritains, taught them to defirc and raife al) iheconve- 
tiiendet of life, reconciled them to the Roman language 
MA maimers, tnftra£tcd them in letters and fcience, and 
cmpldyed every expedient to render thofe chains, which 
Ki had forged, both eafy and agreeable to them ". The 
, inhabitants havihg experienced how unequal their own 
force was to reiift that of the Romans, acquiefced in the 
doininton of their maflers, and were gradui^ly incorporat* 
ed as^a part of that mighty empire. 
: This was the lafl durable conqueft made by the Ro- 
tnaiis ; and Britain, once fubducd, gave no farther inqui- 
Ctiide to the vi&or. Caledonia atone, defended by its 
farren mountains, and by the contempt which the Ro* 
mans entertained of it, fomctimes infciled the more culti- 
vated parts of the ifland by The incurfions' of its inhabitants. 
The better to fecore the frontiers of the enipire, Adrian, 
who vifited this ifland, built a ftrong rampart between th6 
river Tyne and the Frith x>f Solway. Lollius Urbicus, 
under Antoninus Pius, repaired that of Agricolai Seve- 
Vus, who made an exptditlon tnio Britain, and carried his 
'arms into the moft northern extremity of tr, added ne«^ 
fortificattons to the wall of Adrian ; and during all A'6 
-reigns of the Roman empcrore, fuch a profound traaquil- 
,..,...,. lity 
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THE ROMANS. 9 

Kly prevailed in Brttatn, that little mention a maM ofdH AP. 
the affairs of that illsnd by any hiilorian. The only \n- I- 
cidenis which occur, are fotne fcditions or rebellioiH of the 'w~'-^ 
Romaa legions qnartcred there, and fome ufurpations of 
the imperial dignity by the Roman governors. The na- 
tives, difarmed, difpirlted, and fubmiffive, had loll all 
defire and even idea of their former liberty and indepen- 
dence. 

' But the period was now come, when that enormout 
bbnc of the Roman empire, which had diffiifed flaTerr 
and oppreflion, together with peace and civility, over h 
confiderable a part of the globe, wai approaching towards 
its final ditlblution. Italy, and the center of the empire, 
removed, during fo many ages, from all concern in the 
vars, had entirely loft the military fpirit, and were peo- 
pled by an enervated race, equally difpofcd to fubmit to a 
lineign y(*e, or to the tyranny of their own ruten. The 
emperors found themfelves obliged to reCruit their legi- 
ons from the frontier pfovinocs, where the genius of war, 
though languilhing, was not totally extina ; and tbefe 
merrenary forces, carclefs of laws and civil inlViiutiont, 
clUblifbed a military government, no lefs dangerous to 
the fovereign than to the people. The farther progrcb 
of the fame diforders introduced the bordering barbartani 
into the fervice of the Romans ; and thofe fierce nations, 
liaving now added dilcipline and fkill to their native bra- , 

■very, could 00 longer be rcftrained by the impotent poli- 
cy of tfie emperors, who were accuflomed to employ one 
in the de(lrn£tton of the others. Senfit^e of their own 
force, and allured by the profped of To rich a prize, the 
northern barbarians, in the icign of Arcadius and Hono- 
riut, aflailed at once all the frontiers of the Roman em- 
pire ; and having firft fatiatcd their avidity by plitnder, 
began to think of fixing a fettlement in the wafted pro^ 
vinces. The more diftant barbarians, who occupied the 
deferted habitations of the former, advanced in their ac- 
quilitions, and prefTed with their incumbent' weight the 
Roman ftate, already unequal to the load which it fuf- 
tatned> Inftead of arming the people in their own de- 
-fence, the emperors recalled all the difVant legions, in 
whom alone they could repofe confidence ; and colle3ed 
the whole military force for the defence of the capital and 
cenf^.pf the .empire. The necefiity of felf-prefervation 
liad fi^eriiided the aiabitton of power; and the antieiit 
point 
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CHAP, point of bmioiir, of never c(»ir«Sing the limits of th« em^t 
L pire> could no longer be attended to in thU dcfpcrale ei- 

Britain by it* fituation was removed fnmi the fury 
of thdc' barbarous incurliont; aod being alfo a remot« 
province, not iniich valued hy the Romans, the legions, 
Trhich defended it, were carrint over to the ptoteGt'ton of 
Italy and Gaul But that province, though fecured by 
the fca againft the inroads of the greater tribes of barba- 
riani, found enemies on its frontiers, who took advantage 
of its prefcnt defencelefs ittuatioa The Pids and Scots, 
who dwelt in the northern parts, beyond the wall of Anto- 
ninus, made incurfioos upon thetr peaceable and effemi- 
nate neighbours ; and befides the temporary depredationc 
which they committed, tbefe combined nations threatened 
fhe whole province with fubjeSion, or, what the inhabi- 
tants more dreaded, with ^under and devaflation. The 
former people feem to have been a tribe of the native 
^ririfh race, who, having bfcn chaced into the ntMtbern 
parli by the conquefls of Agricola, bad there intermingled 
with the anticnt inhal»tsnts: The other were derive^ - 
tma the lame Celtic origin, had firfl been cftablKhed in 
Ireland, had fait over a colony to the north-weft coaft of 
this ifland, and bad long been accuflcHned, as well from 
their old as their new feats, to infeft the Roman province 
by their pyracy and rapine. Thcfe tribes, finding their 
more opulent neighbours ezpofcd to invafion, foon broke 
over the Roman wall, no longer defended by the Roraaa 
arms ; and though a contonptible enemy in thcmfelvea, 
met with no refiftance firom the unwarlike inhabitant). 
The Britains, accuHomed to have recourfc to the empe- 
rors for defence as well as government, made fupplicationi 
to Rome ; and one legion was feit over for their protec- 
tion. This force was an over-match for the barbarians, 
repelled their invafum, routed them in every engagement, 
and having chaced them into their ancient lunits; returned 
in triumph to the defence of the fouthem provinces of 
the empire'. Their retreat brought on a new invalion 
of the enemy. The Britains made again an appllcaiioa 
to Rome, and obtained agunihe affillance of a te^on, 
which proved efiefhu} for thnr rdief : But the Romans, 
reduced 

' Gildas, Bede, lib. i. c^. 12. FauIL Diacon. AUutetL 
BeverL p. 43. ex ediL Hearne. 

n,gN..(JNGOOglC 



THEBRITAINS. ft 

icfluc«d to extremities at home, and fatigued with tliefeC H AP- 
diftant expeditions, inrormed the Britains that (hey mull I- 
no longer look to them for fuccour, exhorted them to'^'V""' 
arm in their own defence, and urged,, that as they were 
now their own nuflers, it became them to proted l^ 
their valour that independence which thnr anticnt lorda 
had confeired upon them **-» That they might leave the 
ifland with the better grace, the Romana aflifted them in 
creding anew the wall of Severus, which was built intirely 
of ftone, and which the Brita'uu had not at that Mme zn 
(izans fkiiful enough, to repair *. And having done thii 
Ult good office to the inhabitant!, they bid a final adiett; 
to Britain, about the year 448 ; after being maftera of 
the moft confiderable part of it durii^ the cooife i>f near 
ibarxeniurtes. 

TheflRITAlNS. 

garded this prefent of liber^ 
were in no. condition to pat 
ifel given them by the Ro- 
)wn defence. Unaccuftomed 
id to the cares of civ'd govera- 
es tncap^tle trf fonning or es> 
illing the incurfionsof tbebar^ 
Icvilantine, twoRomamwha 
:he purple in Britain, had car- 
he flower of the Biitifti youth J 
if unfuccefsful attempts on the 
iled the ifland of thofe, wh<^ 
', were beft aUe to defend it, 
ig that the Romans had finally 
regarded the whole as ihew 
lorthern wall with redoubled 
ady fubdued by their own fear^ 
weak defence for them j and 
t the country entirely open to 
IS enemy. The invaders car- 
ried, devaftatioh and ruin along with them ; and exerted 
to the utmod their native ferocity, which was not mtti- 
pted t^ the bclplefs coaditios and fubmiffive behaviour 
- of 

'Q.Bede, li^ L cap. 12. GuL Malm. p. 8. Ann.Bevert. 
p- 44. * Bede, lib. i. ( . - . 
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CHAP'of the inhabitants *. The unhappy Britaim had a third 
t^ time reconrTe to Rome, which had declared its refolutioii 

*- '~ for ever to abandon ihcfU. JEt'tas, the patrician, fuflain- 
ed, St that time, by his valour and magnanimity, the 
tottering niini of the empire, and revived for a moment 
among the degenerate Romans the fpirit, as well as difci- 
plioe of their anccflors. The Britrih ambalTadors carried 
to bim the letter of their countrymen, which was inlcrib- 
ed, Tte Grtant aftbe Britains. The tenor of the epiftle 
was fuitable to itt fuperfcription. Tbt bartariant, fay 
they, «fl /be tiu band, ebate ui into tbefea ; the ft*, oh 
tbe olbtr, tbrowt ut bae\ upon the barbariant ; and we 
btvt mlf the bard cboice left us, ofpertjbing ly tbt fwerd 
»r kf tbe waves'^. Bat ^tius, prefled by the arms of 
Anila, the mod terrible enemy that ever aSatled the em- 
pire, had no leifurc to attend to the complaints of alKes, 
whom generoSty aWe could induce him to aflill ^. The 
Britaim, thusrejeded, were reduced to defpair, deferted 
their tudiitattons, aband<Hied tillage, and flying for pio- 
leAion to the forefh and mountains, fuffered etjually from " 
hunger and from the enemy. Ttie barbarians themfclves 
b^n 10 feel the prefliires of- famine in a country which 
di^ had ravaged ; and being haralTed by the difperfed 
Britains, who had not dared to refill them in a body, the/ 
retreated with their rpmb into iheir own country '*. 

Ths Britains, taking advantage of this interval, re- 
tnmed to their ufual occupations \ and the bvourable fea- 
fans, which fucceeded, feconding their induftr/, made 
(hem fcxxi forget all their pafl miferies, and reflored to 
ihem great plenty of all the neceflanes of life. No more 
can be imagined to have been pofTcfled by a people fo rude, 
who had rwt, without the afTiflance of the Romans, art 
f>f mafonry fufficient to raife a flone rampart for their 
own defence : Yet the Monkifh hiltorians ^, who treat 
of thofe events, complain of the luxury of the Britain 
during this period, and afcribe to this vice, not to their 
cowardice or improvident councils, all their fubfequent 
calamities. 

Thk 

* C^ldas, Bede, lib. i. Ann. BeverL p. 4;. ''' Gildai, 
Bede, lib. i- cap. 15. MahnelbuiT, lib. 1. cap. |. Aon. Bevert. 
p. 4$. " Chron. Sax. p. 1 1 ■ Edit. 1692. * Ann. B(> 
ml p 4^ > Gijdas, Bede, lib. |. c^ 14. 
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Th« Britains, entirely occupied in the erjoyment ofCHAP. 
the prefent interval of peace, made no provijton foe re- *-_ ^ 
lifting the enemy, who, invited by their former ttnud ^~ '~ 
behaviour, loon ihrcatened them with a new iavalion. 
We are not exadly informed what fpccies of civil govern-. 
ment the Romans on their departure had left among the 
the Britains ; but it appears probable, that the great men 
in the different diftriSi alTumed a kind of regal, though 
precarious authority ; and lived in a great meafure inde- 
pendent of each other ^. I'o this difunion of coundia 
nrei'e airo added the difputes of theology, and' the difci- 
ples of Pelagius, who was himfelf a native of Britain, 
having encreafed (o a great multitude, gave alarm to the 
ckrgy, who Teem to have been more intent on refilling 
them, than on oppoflog the public enemy '. Labouring 
under thefe domcQic evils, and menaced with a foreign 
tnTalion, the Britains attended only to the fuggeftions of 
their prefent. fears j and ft^Iowiog the council of Vorti- 
gern, prince of Dumnonium, who, though ftained with 
every vice, pofTefled the chief authority among them \ 
they Tent into Germany a deputation to invite over the 
SaxQiu for their prote£tion and afliilance. 

The S A X O N S. 

OF all the barbuwis nations, known either in ao- 
tient or modern times, the G^mans feem to have 
been the moft dtllii^ilhed both by their manners xad 
political inftitutions, and to have carried to the higheS 
pitch the virtues of valour and love of liberty ; the oiJy 
virtues which can have place among an uncivilized peo- 
ple, wh^e juftice and humanity are commonly negle^ 
ed. Kingly government, even when eftabliflied among 
the Germans, (for it was not univerfal) poflefied a very 
limited authority ; and thou^ the fovereign was ufually 
choTen from amongft the royal family, he was diredra 
in every meafure by the common confent of the nation, 
over whom he prefided. When any important affairs 
were tranfa&ed, aH the warriors met in arms ; the men 

of 

^ Gildas, Uiher Ant. Biit p. 248, 347. ^ Giklas, 

Bede, lib. 1. cap. 17. Conftaat in vitaGcrai. ^btth. Weft. 
•0110446. H. Hunting, lib. 3. Ann. Bevetl. $t, Speln- 
Cone. p. 47. 48. 

*■ Gildai, GnL Mabn. p. 8. 
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(i H AP-oFgreateft authority employed perftuiioo to engage thor 
I- corucM ; the people cxprefTed their ipprobation by rat- 

*"*~V*"~^ tlir^ their armourt or their dilTent by murmurs; there 
was no necefCty for a nice fcnitiny of votes among a mtri- 
titude, who were ufually carried with a flrong current to 
one fide or the other ; and the meafure, thus fuddenly 
• chofen hy general agreement> was executed with i^crity, 
and profecuted with vigour. Even in war, the princes 
governed more by example than by authority : but in 
peace, the civil union was in a great meafure diOblved, 
and the inferior leaders adminillered juftice, after an iiK 
pendent manner, each in his particular diftrid. Thefe 
were eleded by the votes of the people in their great coun- 
cib ; and though r^ard was paid to nobility in the choice* 
their pcrlbnal qualities, chiefly their valour, procured 
them ^om the fuffrages of thetr fellow-citizens that ho- 
Bourable but dangerous diflin£tion. The warriors of 
each tribe attached themfelves to their leader, with the 
■noA devoted affe3ion and moft unfhaken conQancy. 
They attended him as an ornament in peace, as his de- 
fence in war, as his council in the adminiftration of juf- 
tice. Their conflattt emulation tn military renown dif- 
folved not that inviolable friendfhip which they profelTed 
to their chieftain, and to each other. To die for the ho- 
nour of their band was their chief ambition ; To furvive 
its dilgrace, or the death of their leader, was Jnfamout* 
They even carried into the *eld their women and chil- 
^ken, who adopted all the martial fentiments of the men ; 
And being thus impelled by every human mcKive, they 
were invincible ; where they were not oppofed, cither by 
the fimilar manners and inJlitutions of the neighbouring 
Germans, or by the fuperior difciplise, arms, and nam^ 
-faers of the Romans '. 

The leaders and their military companions were main- 
tained by the labour of their flaves, or 1^ that of the 
weaker and lefe warlike part of the cmnmunity, whom 
4faey defended. The contributions, which they levied, 
.went not beyond a bare fsbfiilence; and the honours, 
acquired hy * fupo'ior rank, w>ere the only reward erf" thetf 
fuperior dangers and fatigues. All the refined arts of life 
were unknown amon^ the Germans: tillage itfelf was 
jdmofl wholly negl^fied: They feem to have been even 



* Cxfor, lib. 6. Tacit, de Mar, Oenp. 
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ikiunmi* te provcnt any impronineiits of diat nstore ; ind CHAP, 
the \c*itxH fcjr snnuitlljr diftributiae anew all the land 1^. 
'lunong the inh^tante of eadi village, prcTcnted thcm^*" v*^' 
from attifiuaf thcmfdvcs to ^aiticiiW polTeffions, or 
makii^ any fudi progrels in agriculture as might divert 
iheir attention (irom military expedidons, the chief occu- 
psuion of the community ^. 

The Saxons had been for fome time regarded as one 
of the moft warlike tribes of this fierce people, and had 
become the terror of the neighbouring nations''. They 
had diffufed themfelves from the northern puts of Germa- ^ 
ny and the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and had taken poflef- 
(ion of all the fea-coaft from the rhouth of the Rhine to 
Jutland; iriience they had long infelled by their pyraciei 
all the nllem and fout^em parts of Britain, and northera 
of Gaul'. In order to oppofe their inroads, the Romam 
.had eAablifhed an dScer, whom they called CVun/ of tht 
Saxon (bore ; and as the naval arts can only Bourifh among 
« civiuzed people, they feem to have been more fuccefc* 
fill in repeUing the Saxons than any of the other barba- 
rians by whom they were invaded. The difiblatioB of 
lixt Roman power invited them to renew their inroads } 
and it was an aoxptable circumftance, that the deputies 
of the Britains appeared among them, and prompted them 
to underuke an enterprizc, to which they were of them- 
felves fuiBcicttly inclined '. 

HzNCiST and Horfa were two brothers, who poCi^- 
ed ^eat credit among the Saxons, and were much cele- 
brated both for their valour and notulity. They were 
-reputed, as moA of the Saxon princes, to be fprung from 
Woden, who was worshipped as a god among diofc na- 
tions, uid they are faid to be hb great grandfons " ; a 
circumfUnce which added much to their authority. We 
fluH not attempt to trace any higher the origin of Ihofe 
^nces and nations. It is evident what fruitTels labotir it 
imift be to fearch in thofe barbarous and. illiterate ages ftx 
the annals of a people, when their firft leaders, known in 
any true hifl^, were believed fay them to be the fourth 
in defcent firom a &bnlous deity, oc from a man, exahed 

by 

= C«&r, lib. 6. Tacit, ibid. » Amm. Maicell. Ub. 18. 
jOnGtti. ■ Amm. Marcel lifa. vj. cap. 7. ^ Will. 

Malm. p. S. o Bcde, lib. 1. cap. i;. SanHtCkon. p. ■ J. 
Neonha, »p, 28, 
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C H A P. by ignorance into that chu-a&er. The dark tnduftrjr of 
!■ antiquarians, led bjr&ociful analogies of oamet, orbyun- 

V— v"-^ certain traditiom, would in vain attempt to pierce into 
that deep obTcuriiy, which coven the remote hiflory of 
thofe nations. 

These two brothen, (^ferni^ the other provincei of 
Germany to be occupied by a \#atlike aiid neceffitotis 
people, and the rich provinces of Gaul already conquer- 
ed or over-run by other German tribes, foitDd it eaiy to 
perfuade their countrymen to eml>race the fde enterprize, 
, which promifed a favourable oppoiranity of (Ufplaying 
their valourandgratifyingtheir avidity. They embarked 
their troops in three veflclt, and about tfae year 449 or 
450 ", carried over 1600 men, who landed in the ide of 
Thanct, and immediately marched to the defence of th« 
Britatna againft the northern invaders. The Scots and 
Pids were unable to refift the valour of thefe auxiliaries ; 
andthe Britaini> applauding their own wifdom in calling 
over the Saxons, hoped thenceforth to enjoy peace and 
fccurity under the powerful [votedion of that warlike 
people. 

But Hengift and Horfa, perceiving from rh«r eafy 
victory over the Scots and Pi£tt, with what facility- they 
might fubdue. ihe Britains ihemfelves,' who had not bee« 
able to reflft thofe feeUe invaders, were determined to con- 
quer and fight for their own griandeur, not for the defence 
of their degenerate allies. They fent imelligence to Sax- 
ony of the fertility and riches of Britain; and rcprcfenteJ 
as certain the fubjeQion of a people, fo long difufed to 
arms, who, being now cut off from the Roman em- 
pire, of which they wprea province during fo many ages, 
had not yet acquired any union among themfelvea, and 
were devoid of all affeSion to their new liberties, and of 
all national attachments and regards '. The vices and pii> 
fillanimity of Vortigem, the Britilh leader, were a ne* 
ground of hope ; and the Saxons in Germany foUowine 
fuch agreeable prafpefts, foon reinforced Hengift ani 
Horfa with 5000 men, who came over in feventeen vet 
fels. The Britains began now to entertain apprebenfiora 
of their allies, wholb numbers they found continually ' 
augment- 

" Sazon OuoDicIe, p. is.- Gul. Mahn. p. 11. Hunting- 
ton, lib. 2. p. 309. Etfaelwcrd. Brampton, p. 718. 
' Chrgn. Sax. p, la. Ann. Beverl. p. 49. . 
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aHlgmWling; bnt IboH^ wf Tte ■f^rteiy,- ttclpJr^fir a <^ft*'^ 
pafiitfe Aibmiffiefi .ind oonriivancc Thia week MpodiMt. ^^ 
feOn failed thbm. Th« Sfix.^ns fotiglH « tjoi^rtil tj^.'cdm* 
plaining Ihat their fubddifs were .tUrpaidt Mtd tbett ffrovix 
fions withdrawn * : And iminedialely Mkit^ off Jba iinft^ 
tjKjr formed an alUaiKc with the Pi^s aitd Scoti^ Imd pro^ 
cceded toopcM hoftility againfl the Britain*''. 

The Britaint, impelled b^ tbefc violent estrtfhiitittf 
and fiiil of indignaUoil againft iheiV' treacheroui Buxilibrifls^ 
were (leceffiuted to take ahns ; and having de^oTed V«S 
tigcm, who had become fidious fVom his vices, and-fibm 
the badevint of bn ra(h councils, they put the*hfi!lvui Hw 
der the command of his' foil, Vortuner". The^ {oU^t 
many battles with their enemies'; snd thbu^ (h&vifio- 
ries in ibdc aAions b4 difpnted betwMli thcBftoiA orfl 
Saxon attudifls, the progrefs ftill made by tbe-Stasvns 
provt that the advantage Wat comhionlyoiltheif Ctdt.. la 
one baltlcf boircver, fought at Bgk^trd, how AikGatYi 
Horfa» the Saxon genCraJf Was (lain; and left the Me 
cOnbnand over his countrymen in tht hairdi Of Hengift ''. 
This a^te general, continually feinforrtd by frefflinurip- 
beri from Gsritianyi carried devaftatien into ibe tnoft ri- 
mote t6Tmm of Britain i and being chiefly anziout lo 
rpread the terror of his arms, he fpated nBrthrr age, nor 

■fix, nor catfditionr wherever he roirChed v^Hhis^idd' 
riom fbrcei. The t>rivatc Ind public editiaeG of the Br»- 

-tsitm-were redoded to afltes ; The priefts were flavghfered 

-«B the altart bjr thofo idohttrdiis-ravRgers ; The Vithopa 
avi ilob^ity fhared the fite of. (he Vulgar : The pbi>[vle 

■flying inti the mquntains and dcferte, were irttenrtpted 

raRdbuttherediB'heapJ : Somie ivere.glad is accept of hfe 
and fcrvitnde bsdev tberr victors ; atbers, defertitig 8ifeir 

aztive ^odntvy, took IhdteT in the province of AnncntTca ; 
Wherd bailig.chaT'itnbly rectiVed by a poopte of (he .&me 

'Imgtta^andinunffny the.y fdttl^d in grratmidnWritt and 
ginv tlle«buatiy. the raom of BoiltJthy ?. 

Vol. I. C The 

* Bede, lib. i. cap. ij. Nenmus, cap. 35. Gidas,§.a].' 
^ Bede, lib. i^tatr-t;,': SlldU StoM &/An: p. 12, 13. 

Ann. Beverl. p. 50. w Mftdhf-Wtft A.'&. ^$^ Gul. 

Mabn. p. 91 . - ::f t/UA,.V^ Av Si. 4^. &zon Chron. 

p- 13. Nenniui, cap. 46. ^ Bede, lib. i. cap. 15. 

Uflier. p, zzS. Gildas, 5. 24. , 
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HISTORY CT ENGLAND. 
THtBritifh writer* slTign onecaure, whidi fuililated 
the entrance of the Ssxont into thii ifland; the love, 
"* with which Vortigtra was at grit fcizcd for Rovcna, the 
daughter of Hengift, end which that artful werrior made 
alcof to blind the cyei of the impnideni monarch '. The 
fame hiflorian* add, that Vortimer dird; and Vortigcm, 
being rcftcffcd to the throne, accepted of a banquet from 
Hcngill, at Stonehenge ; where 300 of hit nobility were 
treacheroufly flaughtered, and himself detained captive^ 
But thefe ftoriei feem to have been invented by the Wclfh 
ftuthor*, in order to palliate the weak refiflancc made at 
fird by their countrymen, and to account for the progrefs 
and licentious devailation* of the Sazont *'. 

Aptsr thedearhof Vortimer, Ambro(tu«, a Britain, 
dw* of Roman defcent, wa> inveifed with the command 
ever his countrymen, and endeavoured, not without fuc- 
cefs, to unite them in their refiftance againft the Saxoa& 
Thefe conicfts tncreafcd the animofity between the two 
nations, and roiized the military fpirit of the ancient in- 
habitants which had before been funic into fnch a fau) 1e- 
thai^y. Hengift, however, notwithftanding their oppo- 
fition, fHl kept his ground in Britain ; and in order to di-' 
vide the forcca and attention of the Bntaios, he called 
over a new tribe of Saxons, under the command of his 
brother Oda, and of Ebiflii, the (on of OQm ; attd he 
fettled them in Northumberland. He Kimfelf remained 
in the fouthem parts of the illand, and laid the founda- 
tion of the kingdom of Kent, comprehending the coun- 
ty of that name, Middlefex, ElTex, and part of Surry. 
fU fixed his royal feat at Canterbury ; where he govern- 
ed about forty yeart, and he died in or near the year 
488 i leaving hu new-acquired dominions to his pollerity. 
- . -Th e fucccis of Eiengilt excited the avidity of the other 
nmthem Germans ; and at different times, and uttder diF- 
ferenl leaders, they flocked over in multitudes to the inva- 
fion of this iiland. Tbele conqueron were chiefly com- 
pofed 



' Nemiinf, Gatfr. lib 6. cap. iz. 
'l.Nenniuf, cap, 47. Galfr. 
: *■ StiUiagflcct's Ong. Britt: p. 3H< 3>fr 
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THESAXONS. I* 

pol«d of three tribes, the Saxons, Angles, and Jute* ', C H A ^ 
who palTcd, all of them, under the common appellation, '■ 
fomeiimcs dF Saxons, fometimes of Angles; and fpeaking - ^~ 
the fame language, and being governed by the fame in- 
fliiutions, they were naturally led, inxn thefe caufes, as 
well as from their common iniercAf to unite themfelves 
agatnll the ancient inhabitants. The reliftance however, 
thoogh unecjuai, was ftill maintained by the Britain* ; but 
became every day more feeble : And this misfortune ad- 
tnitted of few intervals, till they were driven into Corn- 
wall and Wales, and received proteAion from the remote 
(ituation or inaccellible mountains of thofe countries. 

The (ird Saxon Hate, after that of Kent, which was 
eftaUilhed in Britain, was the kingdom of South-Saxony. 
In the year 477 ^ ^lla, a Sax(H> chieftain, brought over 
an army from Germany ; and landing on the Jouthem 
coaA, proceeded to take pofTeflion of the neighboorhi^ 
territory. The Britains, now armed, abandoned not' 
tamely their poffeflions ; nor were they expelled, till de- 
feated in many battles by their warlike invaders. The 
mofl memorable adton, mentioned by hilVotians, is that 
of Mearcredes-Born " ; where,* though the Saxons feem 
to have obtained the vi3ory, they fuBcred To confiderable 
a lols, as fomewhat retarded the progrefs of their con- 
quers. But £IIa, reinforced by frelh numbers of his 
countrymen, again took the field againll the Britains ; 
and latd liege to Andred- Ceafter, which was defended by 
(he garrifon and inhabitants with defperate valour*. The 
Saxons, enraged by this refiftance, and by the fatigue* 
and dangers which they had fuftained, redoubled their 
efForts againll the place, and when maAers of it, put all 
their enemies to thefword without diftindion. Thisde- 
cilive advantage fecured the conquefls of JEIU, who af- 
fumed the name of king, and extended his dominion over 
SulTcx and a great part of Surrey. He was flopped in hit 
progref* to the eafl by the kingdom of Kent : In that to 
C 2 ' the 

* Bedc, lib. I. cap. 15. Ethelwerd, p.'833- edit. Cam- 
denLChron. Sax. p. la. Ann. Bevetl. p. 78. The inha- 
bitants of Kent and the ille of Wight were jutes. tSkx, Mid- 
dlelex, SuiTcy, and Suflex, and aU the louthem countiet to 
ComwaU, were peopled by Saxons : Merda and other ptft of 
the kingdom were inhabited by Angles. ''' Chroo. Sax. p. I4. 
Ann. Bevetl. p. Si. " Saxon. Chron. A. D. 485. f%ou 
Wigom. w Hen. Huntin. lib. 1, 
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HISTORY. OT ENGLAND, 
tfae weft by another tribe of Saxons, who had taken peflef- 
iion of that territory. 

These Saxons, from the (ituation of the country, in 
which they fettkd, were called the Wefl-Saxons, and 
landed in the year 495, under the command of Cerdic, 
9nd of his fon Kendric*. The Bntains were, by paft ex- 
perience, lb much on their guard, and fo weli prepared 
to receive the enemy, that ihey gave battle to Cerdic the 
very day of his landing ; and though vanquilhed, ftill de- 
fended, for fome time, their liberties againfl the invaders. 
None of the other tribes of Saxons met with Tuch vigo- 
rous reGlIance, or exerted fuch valour and perfeverance in 
pufhing their cort<|uefts. Cerdic was even obliged to call 
for the afliftance of hii countrymen from the kingdoms of 
Kent and Suflex, as well as from Germimy, and he was 
thence joined by a frefh army under the command of 
Porte, and of his Tons Bieda a'nd Megia '^. Strengthened 
by thefe fuccours, he fought in the year 508 a defperate 
battle with the Britains, commanded by Nazan-Leod, 
their leader, who was vi3orious in the beginning of the 
adion, and routed the wing in which Cerdic himfelf com- 
manded. But Kenric, who had prevailed in the other 
wing, brought timely afliftancc to his father, and reftored 
the battle, which ended in a complete vidory on the fide 
of the Saxons ^. Nazan-Leod perifbed with jooo of his 
army ; But left the Britains more weakened than difcou- 
raged by his death. The war flill continued, though the 
fiiccprs was commonly on the fide of the Saxons, whofe 
f})Qrtfwords and clofe manner of fighting, gave them great 
advantage over the miflile weapons of the Britains. Cer- 
(|ic w^ not wanting to his good fortune i and in order to 
extend his cwqueffa, he laid fiege to Mount Badon or 
Banefdowne near Bath, whither the mod obftinate of the 
difcomfited Britains had retired. The fouthem Britains in 
this extremity applied for aiGftance to Arthur, priace of 
t)ie Silurcs, whoif heroic valour now fuftained the declin- 
ipgfate of his country *. This is that Arthur fo much ce- 
lebrated by the fongs of Thaliellin, and the other BritiHi 
hafis^ ^nd wbofe mililxry atchieveraentt have been blend- 
eii tvitbfb many fables as to give occafion fer entertaining 
a doubt 

■~ * Win. Mahn. lib. t. cap. 1. p. 12. Chron. Sax. p. Vj. 
^ Chloh, S«a. p. 17. ^ H, :Hu»»ing. lib. 1. Ethelwetd, lib- 
»j 4iiaoa, Sax. p. 17. ' ■^ Htinting. ^ib. a. " 



THE SAXONS. 
• doubt of his real exigence. But poets, thotigb tlW^ 
disfigure the moft certain hiftdry by their fiaions, aad uw 
flrange Hberties with truth where ihcy are the fde hilWt- 
ans, as among the Britains, have commcinly Ibfne fiMni- 
dalion (or their wildefl exaggerations. Certiin it is, that 
that the fiege of Badon was raifed by the Britains in the 
year 520, and the Saxons there discomfited ift if g«j* 
battle *. This misfortune (lopped the progrefs of Cerdk ; 
but was not fuflicient to wreft from him the coTKpidtv, 
which he had already made. He and his for>j KAiric^ 
who Aicceeded him, eftablifhed the kingdom oflhfc'W'^^ 
Sax<Ai3 or of Weffcx, over the counties of Hanls^ Dorr 
ftt, Wilts, Berks, and the Ifle of Wight, snd left th^ 
new-acquired dominions to their pofterity. Cerdic iM ift 
534S Kenricin 560°. 

While the Saxons made this progrefs in the flcialb', 
their countriF'O^'i ^^'^ not lefs a^ive in other quflPtcrsL 
In the year 527 ■, a great tribe of 'adventurers, ■uHdfei' fe»> 
vera) Iradsrs, landed on the eaft-cbaft of Britain ; ktid ftf^ 
ter fighting many batttes, of which hiftory has pHAirved 
no particular account, they eflablifhed three new'king^ 
doms in this ifland. Ul^ alTumed the title of Itii^'^lhi 
Eaft-Angle* in y75 ; Crida that of Mercia in 585. 'V ""^ 
Erkenwin that of Eafl-Saxony or Effer nearly about tht 
lame time,; but the year is uncertain. This latter king- 
dom was difmembered from that of Kent, and compre- 
hended EfTex, Middlefex, and part of Hertfordfhire. 
That of the Eaft-Angles, the counties of Cambi'idfe, 
Suflbtk, and Norfolk; Mercia was extended oMr^all uie 
middle counties, fi-Om the banks of the Severn^ id' titi 
^ontiera of thefe two kingdoms. -^ 

The Saxons, toon after the landing of HengiH,' had 
been planted in Northumberland ; but meeting with -a* 
obftinale relillance, and making but fmall progrefs inlbbi 
duing the inhabita'nts, their affairs were tn fo unfetfldd a 
condition, that none of their princes for a long time afiui 
med the appetlatioR of king. At lafl in 547°, Ida,'* 
Siton prince of great merit ", who claimed a dcKcnt, a« 
- ■ did 

* GiMas, SaidB Chrai. H. Httttilig. lib. 2. *= WHl. 
Malm. Eikdweidi H.'Himt)Bedonr lib. 9.; ^ H. HuDtiag- 
4f», Ub.>. BR Hunting, lib. a. ^ Math. Weft. 
HuntiDgdon, lib. «, ^ Cbren. Sax. p. 19. ^ Will 
DijblmC p. 19, 
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C H A f . did ill the other princes of that natuwi, from Woden, 
1- brought over a reinforcement from Germany, and ena- 

''- '"' bled the Northumbrians to carry on their conquefls againft 
Jjw Brilains. He entirely fubdued the county, c. w called 
l>Iorthumberland, the bllhopric of Durham, ai well as fome 
of the (buth-call counties of Scotland ; and he afTumcd 
the crown under the title of King of fiemicia. Nearly 
•bout the fame time, /Clla, another Saxon prince, hav- 
ing conquered Lancafhire, and the greatell part of York- 
Aiire* received the appellation of King of Deiri'. Thefc 
Xwo kingdoms were united in the perfon of Ethelfnd, 
{randfon of Ida, who married Acca, the daughter of 
£lla ; and ezpcHing H^r brother Edwin, eftablifhed onte 
of the moA powerful of the Saxon kingdotns, under the 
title of Norlhumber|And^ How far his dominions extend- 
ed into the country |liow called Scotland is uncertain ; but 
it cannot be doubtedj^ that all the lowlands, cfpecially the 
csfl-coafl of that country, were peopled in a great met'- 
fore from Germany ; though the expeditions, made by 
the feveral Saxon adventurers, have efcaped the records of 
hiftory. 1'he language fpoke in Ihofe countries, which 
i3.purely Saxon, is a llronger proof of this event, than 
can bet oppofed by the imperfed, or rather fabulous an- 
nal), wluch are obtruded oniu by the Scots hiftorians. 

The H E P T A R C H Y. 

THUS was. eUablilhed, after a violent contefl of 
near a hundred and fifty years, the Heptarchy, or 
Osven Saxon kingdom*, in Britain ; and the whole fou- 
them part of the ifland, except Wales and Comwal, had 
totally changed its inhabitants, language, cuftoms, and 
political infliiutions. The Britains, under the Roman 
rfoixtinion, had made fuch advances towards arts and 
civil manners, that they had built twenty-eight confidera- 
ble cities within their province, belides a great number of 
villages and country-feais " ; but rhe $ercc contfuerors, by 
whom they were now fubdued, threw every thing back 
into ancient barbarity ; and ihofe few nativea, who were 
not either maflacrcd or expelled their habitations, were 
reduced to the moH abjeft Itayery. .None of the other 
norihem comjueru'ii, .the Franks, .Gdihs, .Vandals, 6e. 
i ■■ . .' :'.'. ... ■ Burgundiani,^ 

' A»a, Bevetl p. 78. " Gildas Cede, libv i. . 
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THE HEPTARCHY. aj 

Burgundians, though the]r over-ran the foulbera (Mvto^CH A>. 
ces, like a mighty torrent, mitde fuch devaftationi in ih* 
conquered territoriet, or were inflamed into fuch a TOJeaf^'*'""' 
aniniofiiy againA the ancient inhabitants. Ai th* StXOU 
came over at intervals in fcparate bodies, the BriUim^ 
however at firll unwarlike, were tetopted to niak« refift* 
ancc; and hoftilitics, being theretnr prolonged, proved 
more deSrudive to both partiei, cjpccialljr to the vao- 
quiflied. The 6r(l invaderi from Germany, inftead of 
excluding other adventurers, who muft (har« with them 
rtie fpoils and property of the ancient inhabitanii, **r« 
obliged to invite over fre(h fupplies from their ov/a caaaf-_ 
iry ; and a total extermination of the Britains became th« 
Ible expedient for providing a fettlemcnt and fubiillencc to 
the new planters. Hencti there have been found inhifte- 
ry few conquefts more roinotu thanlhilof the Saxons; 
and few revolutioiit inor« violent than that which tbcj 
btrodiiced. 

So long as the conteft was tttaintained with the nathvi^ 
(he feveral Saxon princes preferved an tmion of comicOi 
and interells ; but after the Britain* were fliat up in the 
barreti countries of Comwal and Wales, and ^v« no 
farther inquietude to the coitquertM^i the band of alUanct 
was in a great meafure diflblved among the princes of tbe 
Heptarchy i and though one prince (eems (till to have beta 
allowed, or lo have afTumed, an afcendant over the wbde> 
his authority, if it ought ever to be deemed regular ork* 
gal,'Was extremely limited; and each Hate aftcd at if 
It had been totally feparate, and independent of the reft. 
Wan, therefore, and levolutions and diflenfions were un- 
avoidable among a turbulent and military people ; and 
thefe events, however intricaie or confufed, (hotild now 
become the obje^ of our attention. Bui, added to tht 
difHcuhy of citrrying on at once the hillory of feven iitr 
dependent ktngd^s, there is a great difcouragement to a 
writer, arifing from the uncertainty} at leafl barreimef^ 
of the accounts iranfmitted to us. The Monks, who 
were the only annalifts during tho<c age«( lived remote 
from public affairs, conlidercd the civil tranfaCtions at to* 
tirely fubordiiute to the ecclefiadical, and beTidet partalu 
ing of the ignorance and barbarity, which were then unU 
yerfal, were ftrongly infeded with credulity, with tbe 
love of wonder, and with a propenfity to impollurc ; vi- 
ces alawft infepanbi« from tour proftffioa, aiid tnaiuicr ti 

n„jN.«j-vG00glc 



^ HIST'ORYqJ ENGLAND. 

OMAIdifir.' - TitC'^i'^i*'? of that pttriod abounds in names, but 
'• aintremel/ ban-en of evonts ; or ihe events are related 

"^^^■'toriiiueh'withouloifcuniftaiices and cauTes, that the moft 
Mofainid or moA do(]uent writer mud defpair of render-^ 
Wlg-thMh «ilher inftnidrveor enieriaming to (he reader. 
EvMitkk greit leamin^ and vigorous imagination of Mit- 
lenlbe^'imdcrthe weight j and this author fcruplee not 
WAdfcirej' th«t hteftcenuiiielkirrqifhesoF kites orcrowj 
it rfMicfc flol^iTifig ■'particutarnarraliTo, as the con fu tied 
tn^raAions aiHl battles «F the Saxon Heptarchy \ Iti 
Wtitir, fiAwevcr, t<t conneft the-events in Tome tolerable 
fiHnftFe, Wfl (hall gWe a fuccind account ef the fucecStons 
•^'l^i^, and of the more remarkaUe revoliiliom in «ach 
^Jlilicular king<dom ) b^tnning with that ef Kent, which 
«as dbe firft eftaUtihed 

\x. . -The KwgAMi of K EN T. 

TTSCtTSftKcee^ 1ila-fiillt«r, tiei^, thiht kingdom 
9^ «f K^nt ; 'bat fe^ms nbl tO' hav* poflelteil the mili- 
wy-^pUta^'wn eHJo^td by that coiKjoerOr, whofirfl madfe 
•ft^fetthe entrance of the Saxon arms info Britain. Alt 
ttte Smoth, t*ho'1oiight (he fame of vatour, or new efla- 
t^me^ts by anhs, floeked to the ftandard of ^lla, king 
9f-iiifle«, who was catrytng en Tucc^fsfu^ wat againft th« 
Britalfis, and -hying the feuadations ef a new kingdonf. 
BfcBfe WBs contented topoffeft in tranquillity the kingfJomof 
^Mt, which heiefVin Jia bo his fen QAa, inwhofe time 
(he Eaft-Saxom eftabMbed their monarchy, and difmem- 
IwtMihc provinces of E(r« and Mi^kA^x from that of 
K<!nt, His death, after twenty-two -years reign, made 
lw)hi forhis fon Biernicnric in 534, who performed nd- 
^hing" memorable during a reign of thirty-two years ; ex- 
liepr anocfsting wtih him his fon, ElMbert, in the gty- 
%6ni^ent, in order the better to fecure the fucceflian in 
his family, and prevent fuch revolutions as are incident tt> 
ii tttrbiilent andbarbarousmonarehy. ' 

"■^ETHEtBERT fecived the reputat'fon of his family^ 
*#hithhad languifhed for Tome generarions. The ina^- 
■*ity of Tiis predetJelToVs; and the (Ituatfon of his country, 
flsrtircrf ■ from >!l hoRilify with the Briiains, feem to hav* 
tiiuck weakened the warHke genius of the Kentlfti Sasons 5 
, •' ftnd 

.■:■.'. ^ i/Elum inKennet, p. ;q. 
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«idGthdbert, in hi} firft attempt to aggrandtt^ htse^us^C'H AF* 
try, and tjiftin^nifti hi* own nam*, met with very h*i fuc- *■ 
<}«fs **. He wao twice diicomgieft in battie by Cettdm, ''■ •'" ' 
king of W«ffw ; and obliged to yield the fapcridrity in 
the Heptarchy to that vmbitiou! monarch, who piaferved 
no moderation in his vi£b>ry, and tiy fubjeding the king* 
dom of Suflei:, etcind jemtoufy in a)t the other pnncesf 
An afTociaiion wat forrned againfl him; and £(h«lben, 
omrulted with ihc ccHiimand of the allies, hauffat him in « 
great battle, and crittaintd a dctifive wiSory ". C««ilill 
died loon after i and Ethdbert fucceeded as ikU. to his 
sfcendant among the Saxon ftitcs, as to has other ambttt< 
ousand exorbitant prejefls. He reduced all the prince^ 
except the king of Northumberland, (o a ftriQ depend- 
tfncC upon him ; and even eftabtiflied himfelf by force oa 
t}ie throne of MerciS) the moH extenliTe of the Sams 
kingdoRis. Apprehenfive, however, of a dan getoui league 
■gainf{ him, hke that by which he himfelf had been ena- 
bled to overthrow Ceaulin, he had the prudence tor^ga 
this throne Of Mercia (o Wel^, the rightftil heir, tho 
Ton of Crida, -who had (iril founded that monarchy- Bilt 
governed flill by ambition nun-e than by joftiee, he gave 
Webba the po^efTion of the t:rOwn en fuch conditiods, a* 
rendered him tittte belter than i tributary prince under hit 
artfut benefaSoF.- 

Bbt the mod memorable and moft fortunate event, 
which diftiftgiiithed the reignofihi* great prince, was the 
inirodu3ion of the Chriftian religion among the EngtilH 
Sazont. The fuperftition of the Germans, pactlculariy 
that of the Sftxont, was of the groffeft and moiV barbae 
rows hind ; and being founded on certain traditional tales; 
received from their anccftors, not teduced to any fyflem, 
fmr fupporle^ by political inditutions, like that of ihc 
Druids, it feems to have made lififc' impreifion dd its voy 
taries, and to have eafily re^gitfed its place to the new 
dbSrinc, promulgated to them. Woden, whom thif 
believed the anceftor of ^1 their princes, w3» regi^ided as 
the god of waV, afid, by a natural confequence, becanni 
their fupreme deity, and the chief objeS of their retigioui 
*oTfliip. They believed, that; if they obtained the fa- 
vour of this Uiylnjty by their valour,(for they made lefe 
fccou^nt of tb^'Kintier y'lrtBCfl) ihey would be admitted' aft- 



" Cluon. Sax p. at, " H. Hunting, lib, 2. 
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C H A P. ter their death into bb hall, and repolmg on couchcv 
1- woDid fatiate themfehres with ale tmm the fliulls of their 

^"' ~'-^'-^ enetnieSf whom they had flain in battle. Incited by this 
idea of paradiCe, which gratified at wkc the paffion of re- 
venge and thai of tmemperance, the riding inclinaiioni of' 
barbariam, they dcfptfed the dangers of war, andcncreaf> 
ed their native ferocity againft the vanquifhed by rheir rcli- 
giom prejndtcea. We know tittle of ihc other theolo^ 
cat tenets of the Sai<»n : We only lean) that they were 
idolaters ; that they worlhipped the fm and moon ; that 
they adored the god of thunder, under the name of Thort. 
thai they had images in tbcir ttmples ; that they prafUfcd 
facriBces ; bcticved iirmlyin fpcHs and inchanrmcnts ; and. 
admitted in general afyflcm ot doctrines, which iheyheld 
as bcred, but which, like all other fupcrfliiions, muft 
bear the air of the witdell extravagance, if propounded 
to thofe who are not familiarized to it from their carUcft 
infancy. 

THEconflatit hoftilities which the SaxMB mainiained 
sgainft the Britains, would naturally indifpofc them for 
receiving the ChrifHan faith, when preached to them hr 
(bch inveterate enemies ; and perhaps the Britains, as u 
objefted to them by Gildas and Bede, wel^ not ovtrfond 
of communicating to their cruel tnvuiers the dodrine of 
eternal life and falvation. But as a civilized people, how- 
ever (nbdncd l^ arms, flill maintun a TenTible fuperioriiy 
ever barbarous and ignorant nations, all the other Mwthera 
conquerors of Europe had been already induced to em- 
brace the Chriflbn faith, which they found eltablifbcd in 
the eminre ; and it was impoflible but the Salons, in« 
formed of this event, muft have regarded with fome de> 
gree of veneration a do£bine which had ac^ired the af-. 
fcndant over all their brethren. However limited in their 
views, th^ could not but have percnvcd a degree of ctd« 
livation in the Ibuthern countries beyond what they them- 
fehres poflefTed ; and it was natural for them to yield to 
that fopertw knowledge, as well as zeal, by which the 
inhabitants of (he Chriftian kingdoms were eves at thia 
time diftinguifhcd. 

But (hefe caufes might kmg have failed of operating 

their eEFeft, had not a favourable incident prepared the 

means of introducing Chriftianity into Kent. Ethetbert, 

u his father's lifisiime, had married Bertha, the only 

daughter 
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daughter of CHiben, king of Paris*', one of the de-CHAr. 
fcendantsof Clovis, ihe conqueror of Giul ; but before I' 
lie was admkied lo this alliance, he was obliged to ftipg- '— v"*-* 
late, that the pcincefs (hould enjoy the free excrcifeof her 
religitm ; a conceflion not difficult to be obtained from the 
idolatrous Saxons **. Bertha brought over a French tt- 
. (hop to the court of Canterbury ; and being -zealous }br 
the propagation of her religion, ihe had been very aflidu- 
ous in her devotional exercifes, had fupported the credit 
of her faith by au irreproachable condud, and had em- 
ployed every art of infinuation and addrefs to reconcile her 
hufttand to her religious principles. Her popularity in the 
court, and her influence over Ethclbcrt, had fo well paved 
the way for the reception of the Chriilian do3rine, that 
Gregory, fimamed the Great, the prefent Roman pontiff^ 
began to entertain hopes of efFeduatuig a projed which 
be himfdf, before he mounted the papal throne, had oncB 
embraced for convening the Briiifli Sazwii. 

It happened, that this prelate, being then in a private 
■ ilalion, hadobierved in the market-plate of RocQefomc 
Saxon youths expored to lale, whom the Roman mer- 
chants, in their trading voyages to Britain, had bought cf 
:k with the beauty of theit 
:ountemitices, Gregory atk- 
ged ; and being told thef 
they ought more properq' 
id it was a pity that the 
ay fo f»ir a prey, and that 
Id cover a mind devt»d ot 
s. Etiqutting farther ctm- 
ince, he was ififormed that 
nhumberland : Deiri t r&- 
i-r ealhJ t9 tbi vurcy 0/ Ga/ 
vbat it the namr of tht iitig 
it was MtJa or jflh : M- 
kavour that the praifes «f 
Moved by thele aHuTions^ 
■which appeared to him fo happy, he determiTied to un- 
dertake himfelf a minion into Britain ; and having oVrtait)- 
ed the Pope's permiflion, he prepared for that dangerous 
journey : But his popularity at home was fo great, that 

tlie 

* Greg, of Tours, lib gcap.aS H Hunting. Sb. «. 
° Bede, \3a. i. cap. 25. Bioniptoii, p. 719. I 
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CHAP, the Romans, unwilling to eipofe him to fuch hazards, cp- 
r pofed hia delign ; and he was obliged for the prefcnt to 
*-"*V~— ' lay afidc farther thoughts of eieculing that piou» pur- 
pofe*. 

The controrerry between the Pagaris and ihe Chrinians 
was not entirely cooled in that agej and no pontiff before 
Gregory had ever carried to greater excefTes an imempc- 
Fate zeal againU the former religion. He bad waged war 
with all ihc precious monumenti of the ancients, and eyen 
with their writings ; which, as appears from the flrain of 
his own wit, as well as the llyle of hii com po ft t ions, he 
had not fade nor genius fiiflicicnt to comprehend. Am- 
Itttioin to diftinguilh his pontificate by the converlion of 
Ibe Britifti Saxons, he piEcbcd on Augudine, a Roman 
monk, and fent him with forty afTociates to preach the 
gofpel in this ifliiKL Thefe mifHonaries, terrified with 
ihe danger*, which might attend their propofing a new 
dodrine to fo fierce a. people, of whole language they 
w«re entirely ignorant, IVopped fome time in France, and 
font back Augufline to lay the hazards and difficulties be- 
fore the Pope, and crave his permifiion to defift from the 
mderlalEing. ■ But Gregory exhorted them to p«rfevere 
in their purpofe, advifed them to chufe fome-inierpreters 
from among the Franks, who {till fpottethcfMnelangDage 
with the Saions'<^ aod recommended ihemibthe good 
4flices of QiMen Brunehaiit, who had at this time ufurp- 
cdthe fovereign power in their country. This princef^ 
though fla'ned with etery vice of treachery aitd cruelty, 
«ther poflefled or pretetided great seal for the caufe ; 
and Gregory acVnowledged, that to her friendly afliftaiKC 
was in a great meafure owing the fuccefs of that under- 
laMng ^ 

'" AuGtjSTiNE, on hb arrival in Kent in the year 597 *, 
found the danger much lefs than he had apprehended., 
F.ihetbert, already well-difpofed towards the Chriflian 
faiih, aliened htm a habiiatimi in the ifle of Thanet ; and 
fbon after admitted him to a conference. Apprehenfive, 
however, that fpells or enchantments might bp employed 
sgainA him by pritfts^ who brought an unknown worlhip 
from 



CoRC. p 83. ■ Higden, Pdyehron. lib (. 
p aj. 



Greg Epift. lib. 9. epiA. J$. Spell. 
■ " ' ■ " CW Sax. 



* Bedc, ]S>. 2. cap. i. Spell. Gone. p. 91. ^Bede, 
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from a didanE counrry, he had the precauiion of recelTingC HAP* 
them in the open air, where he beiie¥e4 the force of iheir \ , 
magic would be more cafily diflipaied '''. Here Auguftme, ''-' '~' 
)>y meanj of his interpreters, dehvered to him the tenet 
«f the Chridian faith, and promifed him eternal joys a-, 
bove, and a kingdom in heaven without end, if he wouM 
be perfuaded to receive that falutary dofirinc. " *' Your 
•' words and promifes," replied Ethelberl, " are fair; 
*' but becaufe they are new and uncertain, I cannot en- 
*' tirely yield to them, and relinquirh the principles, which 
*' I and my anceftors have fo long maintained. You are 
" welcome, however, to remain here in peace ; and at 
'• you have undertaken fo long a journey, folely, as it ap- 
" pears, for what you believe to be for our advantage, I 
^ will fupply you with all rreceffaries, and permit you to 
" deliver your doSrine to my fubje^l* V 

Augustine, encouraged by this favourable reception, 
and feeing now a profpefl of fuccefs, proceeded with re- 
doubled zeal to preach the golpel to the Kentifh Saxons; 
fie attraflcd their attention by the aufterity of his man^ 
ners, by ihcfevere penancfsto which he fubjeQed himfelF, 
by theabflinence aiid felf-denial which he pradifed: And 
having excited their wonder by a courfe of life, which a|>- 
peared fo contrary to nature, he procured fflor« cafily 
their belief for miracles, which, it was pretended, he 
wrotight for their converfton^. Influenced by thefe motives, 
and by the declared favour of the court, numben of the 
Keniilh men were baptized; andthe King himfelf wat 
perfuaded to fubmit to that rite of ChriAianity^ Hii ex> 
ample wrought powerfully on his fubjefls ; but he em- 
ployed no force to bring them over to the new doftrinc^ 
Auguftine thought proper, in the commencement of hit 
mi^on, to affume the appearance of the gtxateft lenity ; 
and he told Ethelbert, that the fervice of Chrift tiwft be 
entirely voluntary, and that no violence ought ever to b« 
ufed in propagating fo falutary a doflritie'.. 

The intelligence received a[ thefe fpiriloal conqucft* 

conveyed great joy to the Romans ; who now exulted as 

much 

'T B^'e, lib. t, cap. i$. H. Huntii^ofl. Hb. 3. Bkahk. 
*aa, p. 729 Parker Amiq. 6rit."£ccl. p 61. ^ Bkde, lU). 
i.cap.a5. Cliron.W.TJian>. 1759. ^ Bttte, lib. t. 

cap. 3$. H.. HuntiJi7don;13). 3. Biomplbn. p. 7i9- .^ Beite. 
lib. I. cap z6. ^Bede,lib. 1. cap.a6. H. Hunting, lib. 3. 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



JO HfSTORY orENGLAND. 

CH A-F-much m ihofe peaceful rrophiw, as their anccftors haJ 
!• ever done in their mod fanguinary triumphs^ and moft 

''"'■"*'^*^ fplemiid vidoriei. Gregory wrirte a letter loEthelbert> 
in which, afier informing htm thai the end of the world 
was approflchtng, he eahorted him >o diifplay hi* zeal in 
iheconverfionof his fuhjefts, to exert rigour againft the 
vorfhip of idols, and to build up the good work of hoti- 
refs by erery expedient of exhortation, terror, blandifh- 
ment or cotrcdion * : A doftrine more fuitablc to that 
age, and to the ufual papal maxims, than the tolerating 
principles which Augoitine had thought it prudent to in- 
culcate. The pontiff alfo anfwered fome quedions, which 
Ibemiflionary had put concerning the government of the 
new church of England. Befides other queries, which it 
is not neceJTary here to relate, Auguffine afked, Whether 
tuujtn-gtrmans might be alhwed to marry? Gregory an- 
fwered, that that liberty had indeed been formerly grant- 
ed by the Roman law j but that experience had (hewn, 
that no poderity coi'ld ever come from fuch marriages ; 
and he therefore prohibited them. Augufline afks, IVhf 
tber a wtman pregnant might he haptiz.<d? Gregory an- 
fwers, that he fees no objeSion. Hfivi fv>n after iht 
iirth the child might rrerive hpti/m ? It was anlwered, 
Fmmediately, if necelTary. How fvm a hufiand might 
have cemmeree with bit wife after her itUverj f Not till 
ihe had given fuck to her child ; a pradice to which 
Gregory exhorts all women. How faan a manmigbt en- 
ter the church, tr recer-Je the facrament, after having had 
fommeree with his wife f It was replied, that unlefs he 
had approached her without dejlrc, merely for the fake 
of propagating his fpecies, he was not free from (in ; but 
in all cafes it was rcquifiCe for him, before he entered the 
church, or communicated, to purge himfftf by prayer 
and ablution ; and he ought not, even after ufing thefe 
precautions, to pariicipare immediately of the facred du- 
ties ', There are fome other quedions and replies ftill 
more indecent and more ridiculous'*. And on the whole, 



^ Beda, lib. i. cap. ja. Brompton. p. 731. SpdL Cone, 
p. 86. ■ Bede, bl>. r. cap. 37. Spell. Codc. p 97, 9S. 
99, EiTf. ^ Aaguftine allu. Si mnUer mmfirua emfuttu^ne 
teiMur, aa tctlejiam innvre ei Utrt, eaa fmir* ntmniimm fa' 
fTMrnetila ftreifert f Qtejjfxy iaiynt%,Sets8* etmntniBrii n^e- 
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it appears, that Gregory and his Aiilionary, if fympathyCH AP* 
of manners have any influence, were better Mlculated I 
than men of more refineil underllandings, for making a '- ■ " — * 
progrcrs with the ignorant and barbarous Saxons. 

Th£ more to facilitate the reception of Chrldianity, 

Gregory injoined Auguftine to remove the idols from ihe 

Heathen ahars, but not to deftroy the altars thcmfclves ; 

bccaufe the people, he faid, would be allured to frequent 

theChfiftian worfhip, when they found it celebraled in a 

place, which they were accuflomed to revere as facred. 

And as the Pagans pra£lifed facrifices, and fealled with 

(he priells on their offerings, he alfo exhorted the tniflio- 

nary to perfuade them, on Chriflian feAJvah, (o kill their 

cattle in the neighbourhood of (he church, and to indulge 

themfclvei in thofe cheerful entertainments to which ihcy 

had been habituated °. Thefe political compliances ihew, 

that, notwiihfhinding his ignorance and prejudices, he 

was not unacquainted with the arts of governing mankitui 

Augullinc was confecrated archbifhop of Canterbury, wu 

endowed by Gregory with authority over all the Britilh 

Churchei, and received the pall, a badge of ecclefiallical 

hoi»ur, from Romt '. Gregory alfo advifed him not to 

be too much elated with hi* gift of working mirades ' ; 

d of the fuccefs of his miflioOf 

f entitled to extend his authority 

lul, the Pope tnforfned hitn. that 

Lit the bounds of his jurifdlSion*^. 

:thelbert with Bertha, and mi^h 

i^hriltianity, begot a connexion of 

reiKh, Italians, and other nations 

ended to reclaim them from that 

irbarity, in which all the Saxon 

tribe* 



vateretimemitpiMfernftrttmifrrJiimiiiir, Imtdnmfn tfi. Au- 
gttftine aflu, S» fuft iUufimm, gua ptr fvnmm fiilel acctJtre, 
W, ntfiu Dtmtni fuiliitt aeeiptrt 'uaUat j vtl, Jt fectr^t Jil, 



faa-m mffitria ceUirart ^Gregory anfweri this learned queluon 
by many learned diftjnSions. 

" Boie, lib. 1. cap 30. SpetL Cone. p. 89. Greg. ^ift. 
Bb.9 epift.71. * Cston. Sax. p. aj, i±. " H. Huo- 
tag. lib. 1. Spdi. Cone. p. 83. Bede. l£: I. Greg. Epift. 
Ub-9.epi£6o. (* Bede, lib. 1. cap. 17. 
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CHAP, tribes had been hitherto involTCd " He alfo enaded ■, 
^*- wrih the oonfeiH of lh« ftat« «rf his lungdoiti, a body of. 
*^^ Iaw», »Iic firft wrtllen lawj prMnuIgated by any of th*- 
nonhern conquerors; arid his reign was in e¥ery refpeft 
glnriDU) to himfelf, and irfeful to his people. He govern- 
ed the kmgftonn of Kent fifty yeart; and dying in 6l6*, 
Icflthefwcefiron tohlifon, Eadbald. ThU prifK«, fedi»- 
ced by * paflion for his tnother-in-laW ^, deferted for fontc 
trnM the Chr'rflian faith, which permitted not ihefe m- 
ceftuous marriages ; and his whole people im mediately re- 
turned with him to idolatry. Laurentiui, the fuCceUorof. 
Auguftine, found the Chrifiian wotlhtp wh(d]y >ban- 
donedf and was fu-eparing to return into France* in or' 
der to faVc himfelf ihe mortification of preachii^ ibe. 
gofpel without fruit to the infideU. KieUinn and Jitftus^ 
who had been confccrated biihops of London and Re< 
eheffer, had already departed the kingdom " t when Lait' 
rriKiui, before he IbcHild entirely abandon hts dignity^ 
made one effort to reclaim the King. He appeared bo^ 
ferethflt prince; and throwing off his veOilient, fhewcd 
ha body all torn with britifcs and (tripes, which ha had 
Wceived. Eadbald, wondering that any imm fhould ha*4 
dared to imt in that manner a pcrfon of his rank, wal 
iM by LaUreniiuii, that he had recetved thij chaflilemenl 
ftom St, Peter, the prince of the apoftles, who had ap^ 
jMsred to him in a vifionr and fevercjy reproving him tor 
hit intention to deien hii charge, had bfiiSed m him 
flwfa vlfihle marks of his difpfeafuro ".• Wbethar Ead- 
bald was llruck wiiK the miracle, or roflneaced by itmm 
oth«r motive, he divorced tiimfelF from hit mother-im-law, 
md rcmmed to the profetlion of Chriftisniiy ° i His whcfe 
people recumcd with him.. Eadbald reachedint the f*m« 
nor Authority of his father, and died in 6^,0, after a reign 
of twenty-five years ^ ; leaving two fons, Erminfrid and 
£rCotnbeit. , M ■ ■ • ■ - 
■ tRCOMSfiKT,' thotigJ».thfc yoiMgell fen, by Fmrni, « 
French princcfe, ftkirtd- mtf*is to nrount th« thrtw^e. Bt 
isfeetebt4e6dhyBedfifijri*beicplCi^ts, for eftablifking tftfe 
■ ^ ■ fiik 

. *,Wai. Main- p-.io., ' \Viftau LeKsSax. p. ^j. 

^'Chrbn. Sax. p. t^ '■ ^.Higden, Kb. «. H: Hufttingdt^. 
Jib." 3- Cfiron. Six. n.,'2f ■^, ■ . Bede, lib: i, cm. 

H Bede, lib. a. Ap. 6. Chron.' Sax' p. 36. Kigdeb, fib." 5. 
* Brompton, p. 739. 
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f*ftofLent in his kingdom, and for uttMljrtitirpattngCWJUft 
idolatry '^ which, riotwiihftanding the pevalence of ^ _rL .. 
ihat papa) Chriftianity preached to the Saxons, had hi- •'■'' • 
thcrio been allowed a I'oleration by the iwo'Tirei»ding: 
monarchs. He reigned twenty-Four years ; -and left the 
crown to Egbert, his fon,' who reigned nine yearsj This 
prince is renowned for his encouragemcntof learning ; 
but infamous for putting to death his two coulih-^rmftns, 
fons to Knninfrid, his uncle ': The ecclefiaftical writers 
praife himfor beftowing on his Titler Domnona, feme 
lands on the Ifle of 't'hanet, where the founded a mo- 
naflery. 

The bloody precaution of Egbert could not fix the 
crown on the head of his fon, Edric: Cotbatre, brother 
to the deceafed prince, took polTeilion of the kingdom; 
sind in order to fecure the power in his family, he aflbci- 
Ateii with him I^ichard, bis Ton, in the adnainiftratioii of 
the government, Edric, the difpofTefled prince, had re-; 
courfe to Edilwach, king of SufTex, for afliftance in main- 
taining his right ; and being fupported by that prince, 
fought a battle with his uncle, who was defeated and 
flain. Richard fled into Germany, and died at lall in 
Lucca, a city of Tufcany. William of Malmelbury 
afcribes Lothaire's badlfortune to two crimes, bis concur- 
rence in the murder of his coufins, and his contempt of 
rcliques*. 

LoTKAiRE retgnedeteven years; Edric, his fuccefTor, 
only two. Upon the death of the latter, which happen- 
ed in 686, Widrcd, his brother, obtained polTeflion of 
the crown. But as the fucceflion had been of laie fo much 
disjointed by revolutions and ufurpations, fadlon' began 
to prevail among the nobility ; which invited Cedwalla, 
kingof Weir«, with his brother Mollo, to attack the 
kingdom. Thefe invaders committed great devaAations in 
Kent ; but the dc^rh of Molb, who was llain in a 
Ikirmifli''', gave a Ihort breathing-time to that king- 
dom. Widred reftored the affairs of Kent : and after a 
reign of thirty-two years ", left the crown to his poiltri- 
ty, Eadbert, Ethclbert, and Alric, his defcendanis fuc- 
ceflively mounted the throne. After the death of the laft. 
Vol. I. D which 



l-Btde, lib 3. cap 8 .^H. Hunting," lib. 3." Chron. Sai. 
Ann,:Bc»erL p,So, *^ Will, Malm,' p, 11. 

Mahn. p. 11. r Higdea, lib. ;. v ^nn. Saic. 
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CH AP.'whkh^happeiKilin 794, the royal family of Kent vz) 
^' o«iii|guUb«l ( and every fadiowi leader, who could eo- 

"" S'l"*' tcrtain hopes of afcending the throne, threw the' ftatc in* 
tDconfufion. ^Egbert, who firil rucceeded, reigned but 
two yean ; Cuthred, brother to the king of Mcrcia, fix 
yean ; Baliked, an illegitiinate 'branch of theroyal fami- 
ly eighteen : Ami after a troiibtefome and precarious go* 
venunent, he was, in the year 723, expelled by Egbert, 
kh^ of Wefiex, who difTolved the Saxon heptarchy, aad 
luuted the CeTeral kingdoms under his docniniM. 

The Kingdom of NORTHUMBERLAND, 

ADelfkid, king of Bemkia, having married Acca, 
the daughter of i^lla, lung of Dciri, and expdisd 
her infaat brother, Edwin, had united all the conntiea 
sorth of Htunber, into one monarchy, and acquired a 
great afcendairt in the heptarchy. He alfo Tpread the ter-- 
ror of the Saxon arms to the neighbouring people ; and by 
his vidoriet over the Scott and Pids, as well as Wetfh, 
Extended on all Hdcs the bounds of his dominions. Hav- 
ing laid fiege to Chellcr, the Britains marched out with 
all their force> to engage him; and they were attended 
with a body of 1250 monks from the monaflery of Ban- 
gor, who ilood at a fmall diflance from the field of battle, 
m order to encourage the combatants by their pre&ncc 
jind «shDrtations. Adelfrid enquiring about the purpofe 
of this unufual appearance, was told, that thefe priella 
had come to pray againu him ; Then tbey are at much »ur 
enftniet, (aid he', at iboje itibt intend to fight againft ui^ : 
And be immediately ^nt a detachment, who fell upon 
them, and did fuch execution, that only fifty efcapcd 
with their lives *. The Britains, adoniftied at this e»ent, 
received a total defeat : Cheller was obliged to furrender ; 
And Adelfrid, purfuing his viftory, made himfelf mafter 
of Bangor, and entirely demdi^ed the monaftery; a 
. biittding (b vail, that there was a mile's dtflaiRe firom one 
gate of it to another ; and it contained two thoufand one 
' bwidFed monks, who are faid to have been thne maintain- 
ed by the Emits of their own labour ^. 

NOT- 

WiU. MalneC lib. 1. cap i. p. 11. "^ Broopton, 

* Trivet apud Spell CoBC. p. 11 u 
lib.a.cap.^ W. Mahnc£ m 4. ci^ 3. 
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NoTWiTHsTANOiHo Adclftul't fuccors in vritf b**»HAF. 

lived in inquieiude on account of young Edwin, whom be *■_ ^ 

had wijuA^ difpoflVffcd of (be crown of Dnri. -This ^'^''^'^^ 

ftrincej now grown to man's e{late> wandered from place 

to f lace, in continual danger fma the attempts of Add- 

' firid ; and received at lall proteSion in the'coutt of Reii- 

wald, king of the Ealt-Angles ; where his engaging tnd 

galUnt deportment procured him tbc affections of every 

one. Redwald, however, was ftrotigly (elicited by rtic 

king of Northumberland tokU) or deliver up bisgDeA<: 

Rich prefents were promifed him, if he would ctnnplf t 

and war denounced againll him, in cafe of hia rcfufid. 

. After rejeQiiig reveral meiragesAf ibis kind, his sancrolity 

began to yield to the motives of iniereft ; and be retatMa 

the tail amfoaflador, till he fliould coiAe to a reftduiioa bi 

a cafe of fuch imporiaiKe. Edwin, informed of bia 

friend's hefitttion, was yet detennined at all haeardsto 

remain in Eaft-Anglia; andthought, that iftheproteSioa 

pf that court &iled htm, it.wcre belter to die than proloDg 

a life fo much expofed to tbc perrecutiotB of his powerful 

rival. This confidence in RedwakPs bofKiur and friaid- 

ihip, with his other accomplilhments, eng^ed the queen 

I ually rcprefented to her huJbaad 

up to certain dcflnifiiot) their 

to thun fin- proteAion, againft 

ts '. Redwald, thercfbrc, em- 

dblulions, thought it fafeft M 

le was aware of his intefficaji 

« was yet onprepared for de- 

enly with an army into tbe king-^ ' 

and fought a battle with Add- 

ch was defeated and kiHed, af- 

it death of Regner, fon toRed- 

anfrid, Ofwald, and Ofwy, y*t 

Scotland ; and Edwin obtained 

Northumberland. 

H prince of the heptarchy durb^ 

bis time, and diftingoillied hi™(<^ft both hy his influcMe 

ever tbe other kingdonu °, and by the ftri£t execution 

of juftice in his own dominions. He reclaimed his fub- 

D a jefU 

* W. Wahnei: Sb. f . cili^ 5. H; Hubdng. Ub. 3. Mt, 
^ Bede, Jib. ji. dip 1%. Snmpk»i f. 781. 
° Cbioa. Sas. p. a?. 
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C H A&.jeSs. from the licentious life to *htch ihe^ had been haW- 
^- ttiated ; and it was a common faying, that in his teign a 
^•■V'*'*-' woman' or child might openly carry every where a purfe 
of gold, -without any danger of Tioleiice or robbery". 
■There is a remarkabk infiance, tranfitilited to us, of the 
affeBion home htm by his ferrants. Cuichelme, king of ' 
WefTex, was his enemy; and finding himfelf unable to 
maintain open war againftfo gallant and powerful a prince, 
he determined to make ufe of treachery againd him, and 
iie employed one Eumcr for that criminal purpofe. The 
flHaffin, having obtained admittance, by pretending to 
.dctirer a tneflage from Cuichelme, drew his dagger, and 
Tuftiedupon the king. Lilla, an ofHcer of his army, fee- 
.ing hit mafter's danger, and having no other means ef 
-defence, interpofed with his own body between the Kifig 
'and Earner's da^r, which was poflicd with fueh vio- 
lence, thatf after piercing Lilla, it even wotnided £(^ 
win : And before the alTaflin could renew his blow, he 
yiai drfpatched by the guards ^. 

The £a(V-Angles confpired againft Redwald, their 
King; and having put him to death, they offered their 
fcrown to Edwin, of whofe valour and capacity they had 
Lhad' experience, while he redded amot^ them. But Ed-\ 
■win, from a fenfe of gratitude towards his henefaSor, 
Lobtiged them tofubmit to Earpwold, thefon of Redwald ; 
-and that prince prefcrved his authority, iho' on a precari- 
ffius footing, under the ptotedion of the Northumbrian 
.Bwnarch*^. 

- Ebwin, after his acceffion to the crown, married 
'Ethelburga, the daughter of Ethelbert, Kii^ of Kent ; 

- and this pntKefs, emulating the glory of her mother Bcr- 
-tba, who had been the in{1rument of converting her huf- 

- faiful and his people to Chriflianity, carried Paullinus, a 
'learned bilhop, along with her**; and befides Hipulaiing 
la toleration, for the exercifcof her own religion, which 

was readily granted her, (he uCed every reafon to perfuade 
; ttie King to embrace it. Edwin, like a prudent prince, 
' bclilaled on the propofal ; but ptomifed to examine (he 
rfoundationi of that do£tiine ; and if be found them fatW- 
. fadory, 
I. ■ " - 

^ H. Hunting lib 4. Bede, W. Malmef ' Bede, 

Mb J. cap 9. CroD. Su. p 27. Hi'gden. Vb. 5. H. Hun- 
ting, lib. 3 ., ** Col MalmeCJib. I. cap. 3., " H- 
Hunting lib. 3. ' ,■ 
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aSiwy, "he declared himfelf wiHing to be converte€''. * " A _P. ~ 
Accordingly he held feveral conferences with Pauilinos, ^ 
canvafled the argpmenls propounded withlhe wifcft of hi» ~ ' " 
covuifellors, retired frequently from company, in order ttt- 
revolTC alone that important queftion; and, after afcrioas ' 
and loBg enquiry, declared in favour of the Chriffian ' 
religion^. The people foon after imitated his example. 
Befidcs the authority and influence of the King, they were.' 
moved by another ftriking esampie. Coifi, the high- ' 
pfieft, being converted after a public conference with' 
Paullinus, led the way in deftroying the images, which he '__ 
had fa long worlliipped, and was forward in makbg this . 
atonementforhispaft idolatry^. 

This able prince periflied vith 

great bartie which he fought againft I 

cia, and Csedwalia, king of the Brtt: 

whfch happened in the forty-eighth 

and feventeenth of his reign ", divit 

Northumberland, which he had u 

1 ielfrid, returr 

' )m Scotl^, 

] kingdom: O 

I mfelf in- Deii 

1 h the fons of 1 

eldeft furvivii 

leroufly {lain. 

the grandfon i 

:nr, and not 

o France to B 

)eiri, and Eanfrid of Bernicia re-, 
nd the whole people fecm to have 
ince PauUinus, who was confccrat-, 
'ork, and who had converted them, 
tire with Ethelburga, the Queen 
Both ihefe Northumbrian kings 
ie firft in battle againft Cxdwalla, 
id by the treachery of that prince. 
. Ofwald, 

* Bede, lib. z. cap. 9. " Bede, lib 2. cap 9 MaJ- 
mef. Ub. t cap. 3, '■ Bede, lib. X. cap. 13. Brompton, . 

Higden, lib ;. « Matth. Weft. p. II4. Chmn. Sax. 
p. 39. K W. MalmeC lib. i. cap. 3. ° Bede,, lib. a. 
cap. 30. 
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CHA^Ofin*Uf the brpijierof Eanfrid, of the race <rf Bfftlicif, 
I- . unkcti again the lciiu;ilom ot Northumbcilaml io iheye^r 
' ' •i*' ' €yh wdreftored the chrifiian religion in his ^tmmvuf. 
He guocd 9 great and wdl-difputcd battle »^ii>Q. Csed' 
wjliUi »l»« la« vigorous effort which [h« Brit«iW nwde 
a|jaw th^ Saxom. Ofwald is much celcl»'«ed for Via 
UB,&,]iy tnd <^«ity by the Monkifh hifli»-isuis *' ; ^nd they 
preWtidf Ujat his retiquea wrought miracles. particuUrl/ 
the- C^piS * ^'^'^ hocte, which had approached the place 
of hip interment "^^ 

' Hb died in battle againft Penda, King pf Mercia, 

apd was fucceeded by nis brother, Ofwy ; who efta- 

bfifiicd himfelf in the government of all the Northum- 

y putting to death Ofwiri, the Ton of 

ing of the race of- Deiri ". His fon 

him i whoperilhing in battle agtinft the 

,ving any diildren, becaufe Adelthrid, 

I violate her vow of chaftity '» Alfred, 

r, acquired poffeffioti of the kingdom, 

governed for nineteen yean ; and he left 

n ; a boy of eight years of age. Thia 

npf i I years, was murdered by Kenred 

10, after enjoying the crown only a year, 

: fate. Ofrici and aftei him Celwylph - 

1^ next mounted the throne, which the 

in the year 738, in favour of Eadbert 

Of who imitating his predeceflqr, ab- 

rn, and retireo into a monaftery *'. 

Ofwolf, Ton of Eadbert, was (lain in a fedition, a year 

after his accelTion to the crown ^ ; and Moll, who. 

was not of the royal family, fei^^ed the crown. He' 

periltied by the treachery of Ailred, a prince of the 

blood i and Ailred, having fucceeded jn his defign upoa 

the throne, was foon after expelled by his fubtefts'*^. 

Ethe^ed, his fuccelTor, the fon of Moito, fhared a like 

fate. Celwold, the next king, the brother of Ailfred, 

was depofed and flaiiiby the people, and his place wa; 

filled by Ofred, his nephew, who, after the (nort reign 

of a year, madeway for Ethelbert, another fon of M0II0, 

■ . • whofc 

^ Matjh' Weft. p. 11$. SineoD Qunelq). £a|i z, Chren. 

S«. p, ji. Qrpede, lib. 3, cap. 9. » W. S^dineJ*- lib- l. cwp- 

3.MJ«tl.Wcft p. Iig- . SBedr.lb.4- "p..ift ...TvS. 

Mslnutl^ lib. t- cap. '3. y SiQieo* Duflcbo. ^ a- cap. i. 5. 

Chron. Sax. cap. $9. ' Simeon Dnnelm. lib. 2. cj^g. ;4. 

^ Cbrai. Sax. p. 61. 
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wfaoTe death wss "equally tra^cal with that of almoft all CHAR 
his predeceOors. After" EtheUwft'4, death an unlvcrTal'. I- 
■ anarchy prevailed in Northumberland''} and the people,** *^"^ 
having,by'Ib many fatalr^oUtnoii^ loft ztl attac^cnt.. 
to their government and ]^ncct, were well; ^n^arvd ffr 
fubje3ion,to a foreign yoke^- w^h ^Wti iMg <^ . 
WeQex, finally impoled t^ton thom. 

- The Kingdom of EA§T-iNGLI A., ■ 

THE hiftory of this Iwigdoni^ coRtaio) aat^i^ mer 
morable, except the converting to. ^diriftiiuuty 
Karpwold, the fourth king and ^^t-grandfcw «f VG*, 
. the founder of the monartjjf, T.b^ mmuprity'ti JEdwa, 
king of NorthumWland, qn whom .ttwt prifltftcwirdij 
ijepended; engaged him to take thiy flep; Bilt faOD^Aflf, 
. his wife, whowasan idolatieg, brought himhacttoW 
religion '^i and he wai found' vnabU -to[ refid tbafe li^ 

Jurements, which h»v!e fedvcf^flH wifoft tif ' jmaokilid. 

.After his death,; ^ch w4$.- Yi4l^t:.like Uiit «f; ipiA of 
the Saxon prw;e^, who iidBOt-.eark)! retis* wl»:inij|ia(- 
tert«, Sigdjciti hb fucoefioC) snd.half-tH-other, .wht^ad 
been educated in Frwcei Tfl(toKd:iiiriffianily; juckifr- 

.uo4uced leamii^ atnoif ^ths Andes'. - Soigu' pnetead 
Unt he fottnd^dthe univerfKy. of Cambridge,' bT<T«tbBr 

:fomcfchools is .^pl#ce.-:h ifrsUnoft in^wffibW .'>Bd 
i]uite ncedl^t9.bf more pfrikidar in rclMlog the tna- 

-la^ons ofthe Eafl-Amgltf.. .WhatadvMtMieof-JjnMff- 
uinment can.it givethereadA'<'t0.hear a long bedc-roU of ^ 
-V' barbafout names, ^ic, AnfAt, ElSiblbeit, Eth<Avrald, 
AldnlF, Elfwald, @eome, El^td, Ethelbert, who Cat- 
cefllvely murdered, «xp4llod> - or inhenicd fi^m each 

-vthcr, and oMcuraly filled ttie fbtoOB of that kingdom. 

, £thdbert, tbe tail, of thcfe pcinces, «w treacherofiy mur- 
dtred by Offa,>ing of Martin, in, the year 79a, and 

- his ftate was thenceforth united with that of Offa, as we 

■fliall relate prefently. 



^ Wf'MdmoC lib. 1. c^ 3. ^- Bgde. Kb. a.' capi. tj. 
Bronqt. W.Malnw£' lib. i.cap. 5. H. of HttndaMtea &ys 
it wuRedwaU who i^eOttind, Hk' j. * Bade, lib; a. 
cap. 15. lib. 3. cap. ta. 
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■»- :'■■■■ -■■■ ■> ■;- TAe Kingdom of MERCI A. - 

Ti--^-ERGIA, (he iMwft, if not the moTt power- 
jVX faHtingfJoin of the Heptarchy, comprehended all 
the-middle vovintin of England ; and m its ^ontiers ex- 
tended, to thofe of sXi the Other fix kingdoim, at well as" 
to Wales, it received its name from that circamftance. 
Wibba,t'h« foiKif Crida, fouhder of tire monarchy, be- 
Kent, 
lUs au- 
»s, by 
isfott. 



id vio" 
a fub- 
, three 
m; as 
M'wHo 
,"tffe- 
4»ttle, 
It] Ins 
'edtm-- 
efpcu- 

. _. _... _. _.ifait«, 

.ahd-flie etnptofSdhw ilrflliMice-witbif««ftTsi"iii cdi»vert-< 
ing herhidbandanci^lfcr^Ss-to-thst refigioh*. Thas , 
the fair fcx havehad the nterit of introidtfcirtg the chrif- 
tiah doarine 'into Klt4li& fnoft cfinfJaWirtfl'f Wngdortis *f 
the SaxonHeptareh^r:*4i^ddied Siflgf^^death*'.- His 
■fon, Wotfoerc[,.'fctftieadt»M'tb»g6veriimeiltj infl aft*r 
. ,■ .. .-V .;;.:; .i,,-.v ^j;;-"!;!.. ; j: -.j.;; :-f..v having 

*" Higden, lib. 5. Brompton, p. 771. Ann. Beverl. p. 85. 
»fligden, lib, 5. W. Maimer lib i. cap. 3. Flor. Witgom. 
p. ;6o. ^Bcde, lib. 3. cap. li. Brampton. p. 72k- Higdt 
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*iJ>*;3H Hfntjftgglifc. 3. .fi»»n:CWelBtnlifc.'%- cap. 4. 
:^i^n^i^aT|rPt?6« -li ^ .Hl^CdwJaJuiS.rp,-;^- ,%s, *hat fie 
yWitreaekffocfly myd,(Md^fcyrltia-fi«feO[:\froW.'Whofe perfua- 
fion he had embraced cbnftianity ; .^iit.i^lw .pcaHtm of the 
matter is found in that hiftorian aione. 



vGoogIc 



fo 



THE HEPTARCHY.:; . 4f 

liaving reduced to dependence the kingdoms of.Eflex, sn^ CtlAf. 
Eaft-Anglia; he left the crown to his brother, Ethdrfd, I- 
\rho, though a lover of peace, ^owed himfelf not anfii ■— v"** 
for military enterprizes. Be fides making a lucce&ful ex- 
pedition into Kent, he repullcd EgfVid, king of Nor- 
thumberland, who had invaded his dominions ; and he flew 
in battle Elfwin, the brother of that prince. Ddirous, 
however, «f compbfic^ all antmoTities with EgFi4d, he 

iiaid him a torn of money, as a compcnfaiion for ihe 
ofs of his brother. After a profperous r«ign of thir^ 
years, he resigned the trowa to Kendred, (on of Wd^- 
here, and retired into the monaSery of Bardney^. 
Kendred retarned the prefent of the crown to Ceolre^ 
the (on of Ethdred ; and makiag a piJgrimige to Rome, 
5>%fred his life there in penance atwl derotion ". The 
place of Ceclred wasfuppliedby Ethelbald*, sreat-grani 
■npphew to Penda by Alwy, Ms brother; and this prince 
ixlng flain in a mutiny, was fucceeded by OfFa, who wai^ 
a degree more remote from Penda, by Eawa, anmlicr 
brother. 

- This prince, who mcanted the throna in 755S hai 
fome great qualities, and was -fiKcefsfol in his warlike 

- «nterpriz«s afainft Lothaire, king of Kent, and Kenwnlpt^ 
ting of WcSeit. He defeated the former in a bloody 
battle at Otford upon the Dare r»t, and reduced his kingf- 
dom to a ftate of dependance : He -gained a viQory over 
ihe Utter at fienfington in Oxfordihire \ and conquering 
that county, together with that of Glocefter, aimezed i 

- to his other dominions. But all thefe facceffes were flaii^- 
ed by his treacherous murder of Ethejbert, king of tbc 
Kall-An^cs, and his violent -Teizare of that kingdmti. 
"Tliis youag prince, who is faid to have poffcfTed Jp'cat 
-tnerit, had made fuit to Eifrida, the daaghter of OfBt, 

and was invited with all his retinue toHereford, inorder to 
firfemnize tiie nnpiials. Amidftthejoy and fefttvity of 
-tbcre entertainments, he was fet£ed by OSa, andfecretly 
■ beheaded : And though Eifrida, who abhorred her father^ 
-treachery, had.tirae to give warning to the Eaft--ADdi«i 
Tiobiiity, who had efcaped into their own country, OiFa, 
having extinguifhed the royal family, fucceeded in hispro- 
}C& or fubduing that country''. "ThA treacheroiis prince, 
• - de- 

° Bede, lib. 5. cap. 14. " Malmsf. lib. 1. cap. 4. Bede, 
lib. J. cap. 24. ' Ingulph. p. z. ^ Chron.Saxp. J> 
*• Brooipton, 9.750, 751, 7S». 
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&H A f- defirous of rc-eft&btiftung his chu-aAer in the world, and ' 
!• perbap* of appeafii^ the rctnorfet of his owo coRfctcnce, 

*'^"V*^-' ftH great court to the clci^y, and pra^ifed all the mon- 
kilh devotions, which were fo much cilecmed in that .ig~ 
norant and ti^crftitious age. He gave the tenth of ail 
lii«good» to the church**; beftowed rich donations on the 
cathedral of Hereford; and even' made a pilgrimage to 
Romer where his ^eat power and riches could not fail* of 
frocuring him the papaJ abfotution. Tke better to in- 
gratiate nimfelf with the fovereign pontiff, he engaged' t<» 
jur him a yearly donation for the fupport of an Englilh 
college at Rome ", and in order to raife the fum, he im- 
pofeo a tax of a penny on each houfe polTefled of thirty 
pence a year. This impofition, being afterwards levied 
trom ^1 En^nd, was commonly denominated Peter's 
pence °; and though .conferred at (irft aaagifti wasatter- 
waids claimed as a tribute by the Roman pontiff. Carry- 
ing ba hypocrify ftill farther, Offa, feigning to be dirc3ed 
by Ttfiom from heaven, difcovered at Verulam, tberellcs 
<^ St. Alban, the martyr, and endowed a -magniScent 
mwidlery in that place '. Moved by all- tlwfe afts of 

Siety, Malmelbury, one of the belt of the old Englilh - 
iflorians, declares htmfelf at a Ids to determine '^ 
whether the nocrits or the crimes of ihii prince prepmi- 
derated. Offa <tied,. after a reigo- of thirty-nine years, 
in 194*- 

This prince was becooM fo coniiderablt in the Hep- 
tarchy, that the Emperor Charlemagne enttred into an 
alliance and friendihip withhim ; a circumfiance, which 
did him honour ; as dillant princes then had ufualty very 
liule communication with each other. That emperor bo- 
il^ a great lover of learning and learned men in as age 
. which was very barren of that ornament, Offa, at his de- 
fire, fent him over Alcutn, a clergyman much cdebratcd 
for bis knowledge, who received grett honours from 
Cbarlci)aagne, and even became hu preceptor in the 
fciences. The chief realbn, why he had at firfi defircd 
^e company of Alcuin, was that be might oppofe 'hb 
learn- 

" %ell. Coac. p. jo8. BKoapton, p^ ^76- ** S^eU- 

Cone. p. a30, 310, 312. "^ Higden, lib-, 5- ' In- 

gulpb. p. ;. W. Ma\me{. lib 1. cap. 4. ^tjb. |. cap. ^ 
* Chron^Sat p. 65. 
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leirning tothe herefyoF Feliz, fiiOiopof IJ^el in Cata- C H A P. 
Ionia; who maiRtained, thaf Je&ii CHrill, confidered in I- 
his human nature, could tnote*properly be dcnomiiuted *— V"— ' 
the adoptive than the natural Ton of God^. Thitheref/ 
was condemned in the councii of Francfort, hdd tn 794, 
and confiding of 300 bjfho|n. Such were the queftionB 
which were agitated in that i^Ci and whkfa enmtoyed the . 
attentioni not only of cloifiereid fcbDl^ri, fant 01 (be wifdl 
and greateft princes ''. 

Egfkith fucceeded to his &ther, Offa, but fimiTed^ 
; wheufaeroadewmyfor'Kenulph, 
oyal fitniriy. This {Mnooe waged 
I taking Egbert, thekin^, prifbner* 
:, and put out his eyes; leaving 
her, in pnfTclTio^^of the crown trf 
ph wa$ killed in an infarreftion of 
le crown hit predeccflor, Offa, had 
foDt Kenelm, a minort ivhowaa 
HT by his fifter, Qyendrade,^ whs. 
e ambitious views of aflimiing the 
le was fopplanted by her uncJe. 
ITS after was dethroned by Becnuil^ 
Tier» who was net of the royal fa- 
fortunate: He was defeated by the 
led by his own fubjefts, the RuSi- 
lis fucceffbr, underwent the fame 
who rasunted this unliable throne, 
in the utmoil confuHon, could not 
f Egbert, who united 1^ the Bixoai 
u monarchy. 

ifdomcf ESSEX. 

tude no great figure in the Hep- 
! hiftory of it is very imperfea. 
:her, Erkenwin, the loander of the 
monarchy ; and made way for his fbn, Sebert, who, be- 
ing 

' Dupin, cent. 8. chap. 4. ''' Q&a, in order to proteQ 
lus counny from Wales, drew a rampart or ditch of a hundred 
miles in length from Balingwerke in Flintshire to the South- 
fea, nearBnftol. ^xSpi^, DifcriMlw^ of Wahi. » In- 
gi^'p- 6. * Ingush, p. 7. Brompton, p. 776. * Iik 
gu^h. p: 7. ■ z Ann. Ceverl. p. 87. 
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CHAT-ing nephtwto Ethelbert, king of Kent, was perroaded 
L by that prince to embrace the chriftian reli^on*. His 

''- ''' -' foni and conjund fucceirorai Sexted and Sci-ard, relapltd 
into idolatry, and were foon after flain in a b-Aw\t againll 
the Weft-Saxons. To ftew the rude manner ot living 
in that age, Bede tells us", that thefe two kings expref- 
fed great defire to eat the white bread, diAnbmed by 
MellitiSt the bifhop, at the communion'-. BuE on li^a - 
rcfufing them, unlelsthey would fubmit lo be baptized, ' 
iheyiexpeUcd him their dominions. The nanterof the 
other princes, who reigned fucccflively in Effes, are 
Sigebm the little, Sigeberl the good, who reftored chrif- - 
ttanity, Swithetm, Sighcri, Ofla, Thjs lall prince, hav- 
ing .made a vow of chaftity, notwithftandirg his mar- 
tiagc «ath Kenefiyicha, a Mercian princef», dau^ter to 
Fenda, went in pdgrimage to Rome, ami (hut himfelf op 
during thd refl of his life in a cloyfter. Selred, hi) fuc- 
cellor, reigned thirty-eight years ; and was the lall of the 
Ktyal Utie : The failure of which thr«w the' kingdom irto 
great confi^n, and reduced it to dependance under 
McTcia°. Swttherd BrA acqmred the crown, and his- 
death made way for Slgeric, who ended his life in a pil- 
grimage to Rome. His fuccqfTor, Sigered, unable to' 
defend his kingdom, fubraitced ta the vtdopious arms of; 
Egbert. 

The Kingdom of S U S S E X. 

TH E hiflory of this kingdom, the fmalleft in the Hep-" 
tarchy, is ftill more imperfedt than that of Effex," 
£lb, the founder of the monarchy, left the crown to_ 
bis fon, Cifla^ who is remarkaUe chiefly for his long reiga 
of fcvemy-fiX years. During his time, the South- Saxons 
feifslradft ihtoatotaldependance on the kingdom of WeP 
fcx ; and we fcarce know the names of the princes, who 
were poffeffed of this titular fovereignty, Adelwalch, 
the Um of them, was fubdued in battle by Ceadwalla, 
ling of 'Weffex, and was flain in the adion ; leaving two 
nfantfons, who, falling into the hand of the conqueror. 
were iBordered by him. The. aU>ot to Redford eppo- 

* Chron. Sax. p. 24; " Lib. 2. cap. 5. ^ H- Hont- 
»g. Kb. 3, Brooiptoo, p. 7^8, 743, Bede. " MsIeb^C lit 
I. cap. 6. 
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led the order for this barbarous execution j ' but could pre- CHAP, 
.vail on Ceadwalla only to Tulpend it, till they (hould be L 
taptized. Berfthnn and Audhun, two noblemen of cha-.^""""*""^ 
Ta&er, refifted fome iin)e the dominion of the Weft- 
Saxons ; l^t their oppclition ferVed only to prolong the 
^miferies of their country ; and the fubduing this kingdonj, 
was (he firft ftep, which the Wefl-Saxom made Cowards 
acquiring the fole monarchy of England ^. 

The Kingdom of W E S S E X. 

TH F. kingdom of Weffey, which finally fwallowed 
up all thfe other Saxon ftates, met with great refif- 
tance on its firft e{lab1ilhmettt; and [he Britaios, who 
■were now enured to arms, yielded not tamely their polTef- 
lions to thefe invadtrs, Ccrdic, the founcler of the mo- 
jiarchy, and his fon, Kenric, fought many fuccefsful, 
and fome unfuccefsful battles, againflthenattves; and the 
martial fpirit, common to all the Saxons, was, by meats 
of thefe hoftiiities, carried to the greateft height among 
andfucceflbrof Kenric, who 
ftil) more ambitious and ea- 
rs i and by waging continual 
e added a great part of the 
Erfet to his other dominion*. 
' ■ fuccefs, he invaded the othcp 

hood, and becoming terrible 
ral confederacy againft him. 
efsful under the conduS oF 
id Ceaulin, who had loft the 
Us by his violent difpofition, 
:empt from his misfortunes, 
was cxpelted the throne ^, and died in exile and mifery. 
Cuichelme and Cuthwin, his fens, governed jointly the 
kingdom, till the expiilfion of the latter in 591, and the 
^Jeath of the former in 593, made way for Cealric, to 
whom fticcccded Ceobald in 593, by whofe deatji, which 
happened in 611, Kynegils inherited the crown. Thii 
prince embraced chriftianity °, through the perfuallon of 
Ofwild, king of Northumberland, who had married bit 
daughter, and who had attained a great sUicendant in the 
heptarchy. 

^ Sroiroioii, p, 800. ^ Chpon. Sax. p. 22. **Higd«i, 
. £b. 5. Cmw. w:.p. tj. Aon. Beverl. p. 94. 
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C H A P. beptarchy. Kenwaldi next fucoeeded to the otomrdi^* 
L and dying in 672, left the (ucceSion io much diiput«l, 
V— M^— ' that Sezburgat his wldow^ a woman of merit *** kept 
pofieffion 61 die gavermncnt till her death, which hap- 
pened two years ^er. ETcwin then peaceably a«iuired 
the ciown ; and, after a fhort reign of two years, made 
- way for Kentwin, who governed nine yean. CeodwaUak 
liis fuccefTor, mounted not the throne without oppofition i 
but proved a great prince, according to the ideas of thofe 
times ; thzt is, he was cnterprizing, warlike, and fuccefs- 
fiit. He fubdued entirely the kingdom of SufTex, and 
annexed it to his own dominions. He mad« deep impref- 
fionsupon K^nt; but met with refiftance from Widred, 
the king, who proved fuccefsfiil againft Mollo, brother to 
Ceodwalla, and flew him in a (kirmifh *. Ceodwalla at ' 
laft, tired with wars and Uoodfhed, was feizcd with a fit 
•f devotion; hefiowedfeveralendowmentsonthediurcl^ . 
and made a pilgrimage to Rome, where he received bap- 
tifm, and died in £89 ^. Ina, his fuccelfor, inherited 
the military virtues of Ceodwalia, and added to tbeih the 
more valuable ones of iuAlce, policy, and pmdcnce K 
He made war upon the Britains m Somerfet ; and havii^ 
finely fubdued that province, he treated the vanquifhed 
with an humanity, hitherto unknown to the Saxon con- 
querors. He atl9wed the proprietors to retain poflieflion 
of their lands ", encouraged marriages and alliances be- 
tween them and his antient fubjeds ", and gave them the 
Civilege of beit^ governed by the fame laws. Thefe 
ws he augmented and afcertaincd ° ; and though he was 
difturbed by forae infurre3ioi» at home, his long reign of 
thirty-feven years may btt regarded as one of the mod 
l^uious and moft profperous of the heptarchy. In tbe 
decline of his age, he made a [ulgrimagc to Rome ; ami 
after his return, he ^ut himfelf up in a doyfter, where 
lie died ', 

TnouGH 

^ Bede, lib. 4.cap. 12. Ckxoa. Sax. p. xi. ' H. Han- 
mg. lib. 4. Bromptott, p, jyr. ^ Bede, lib. ;. cap. 7. 
W. hblmef. lib. 1. cap. 2. uhelwerd, lib. a. cap. 10. M. 
Weft. p. 128. Chron. Sax. p. 46. ^ W. MahoefUb. t. 
cap. 2. " Vita Adethelm. p. 32 See alfo LL. lox. §. 24. 
Wilkins, p. 18. '' Concil. Mag. Brit. torn. 1. p. 74, 

° Wilkins, p 14. ^ Bede, lib. 5. cap 7. Chrtra. Sax..p. 
, $2. Higdcn, «b. 5- W". Malm. lib. i. cm. i. tt. Hunting. 
Ub.4. M.Weft.p.i3S. :■ - ••- - 

n„jN.«j-vG00glc 



THE HEPTARCHY. 47 

Though the kiogs of WdTex had always been prin- CH AP^ 
ces of the blood, defcended frwn Cerdic, the founder of I. 
the monarchy, the order of fucceflloti had been far from '■^'V***'^ 
exa3i and a more remote prince hadohen found means 
to mount the throne, in preference to one defcended fraia 
n nearer branch of the royal family. Ina, therefore, 
havii^ no children of his own, and lying much under tht 
influence of Ethelburga, his Qgeen, left by will the fuc- 
ceffion to Adelard, her brother, who was his remote - 
kinfman *^ But this deftinition took not place wtthouC 
fome difficulty. Ofwald, a prince more nearly allied to 
the crown, took arms againll Adelard ' ; but he being 
fupprefled,^ and dying Toon after, the title of Adelard w«s 
not any fantier dtfputed; and in the year 74.1, he was 
Succeeded by his eoufm, Cudred^ The reign of this 
fvince was diSioguifhed by a great vi3ory, which he ob- 
tained, by die means of Edelhun, his general, over 
Ethclbald, king of Mercia ^. His death made way for 
Sigehen, his kinfman, who governed fo ill, that his peo* 
pie rofe tn an infurreSion, and dethroned him *', crown- 
ing Cenulph in hisftead. The exiled prince found a re* 
ftige with doke Cumbran, governor of Hampfhire ; who, 
;her kindijefs towards Sigebert, 
minfeU for his future condn^ 
^rehenlions for the pad. But 
ted by the ungrateful prince, 
the life of his protedor, and 
1. After this infamom adion, 
' body ; and fkulktng about in 
at lafl difcovered by a fervaflt- 
ly took revenge upon him far 

ilHained the crown on the ex- 
pullion of Sigebert, was fortunate in many expethtiom 
againft the Britains of Cornwal ; but afterwards loft Ibme 
reputatkm byhisillfuccefs againft Offa, king of Mercia\ 
Kyn^ard alfb, brother to the depofed Sigebert, gave him 
difturbaoce i and thou^ expelled the kii^om, be ho- 
vtted 

^W. Malmef. lib. i.cap. 2. *■ Brompton. p. 768. 

s Chnm. Sax. p. 55. ''' BroiaptsD, p. 769. Chron. Sax. 



<6. " W. MahneC lib. i. cap. 1. Brompton, p. 770. 
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Clffoa. Sax.Jp jC. ^ RMcn, hV 5. W. bbOmd: lO*. 1. 
ci^a. "^W.MalmeClib. 1.07. a. 
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C^ A T. vend on the frontiers, and waited an opportnnity of at- 

I- tackiog his rival. The King had an intrigue with a 

Sft-s^-' young woman, who lived at Merion in Surrey * j whither 

having fecretly retiFed, he was on a fudden invironed, ia 

. the Bight-tinie, by Kynehard and his followers, and after 

nuking a vigorous refinance, was murdered, with all hi» 

attendants. The people and nobility of the neighbour- 

bood, nfingnext day in arms, took revenge on Kynehard 

lor (he {laughter of their King, and put every one to the 

fwO[d,whohad been engaged in that criminal cnterpme^ 

Thb event happened in 784. 

Bkithric next obtained polTeflion of the government, 
tLo* very remotely defcended trom the royal family ; but 
enjoyed ilot that dignity without inquietude. Eeppa, 
Bcphowto King Ina, by his brother Ingild, who died be- 
fioie that prince, begot Eaia, father to Alchmond, from 
whom fprung Egbert ^, a young prince of the moft pro- 
Btifing hopes, who gave great jealoufy to Brithric, the 
prefent King, both becaufc he feemed by his birih better 
utitled to the crown, and becaufc he had acquired, to an 
eminent degree, the affe3ions of the people. Egbert, 
icnfible of his danger from the fulpicions of Brithiic, 
withdrew fecretly into France *^ ; where he was well re- 
ceived by Charlemagne, the reigning monarch. By hv- 
' ing in the ccurt, and fervir.g in the armies of that prince, 
the mod able and moil generous who h»d appeared in Fu-. 
rope during feveral ages, he acquired fhofe accomplilh- 
ments which afterwards enabled him to make fuch a Alin- 
ing figure on the throne. And familiarizing himfelf to 
the manners of the French, who, as Malmelbury ob- 
ierves ", were eminent both for valour and civihty, above 
alt the weftern nations, he learned to poHfli the nidenels 
and barbarity of the Saxon charafler: His early misfor- 
tunes proved thus of infinite advantage to him. 

It was not long before Egbert had opportunities of dif- 
. playing his natural and acquired talents. Brithric, King 
. of Weflex, had married Eadbui^a, natural daughter " 
of OfFa, king of Merda, a profligate woman, equf.lty 
infamous for cruelty and for incontinence. Having gr.at 



* Flor Wigom. p. 576, Chmn. Sax p. 57, 63. *F!i-T. 
Wigcm. p. 576. Hoveden. p .^09. " Chron. Sax. p. }&. 
~ A Hunting Itb 4, ^ Lib. a. cap. 11. ^ Bromptcn, 
H.Htinting.-lib, 
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.fiuenceover her hulband, flie often incited him to dcfiroyCH AP-J 
fiich of the nobility as were obnoxious to her ; and where _ /■_ , 
this expedient failed, flie fcrupled not being hisrfclf aSivc ' " 
in traiterous attempts againll them. She had mixed a 
cup of poifon for a young nobleman, who had acquired 
her huiband's firiendffaip, and had on that account become 
the objeft of.hcr jealoufy : Bjt unfortun'ateiy, the King 
drank of the fatal cup along with his favourite, and fooo 
after expired '. This event, joined to her other crimes, 
rendered Eadburga fo odious, that {he was obliged to fly 
into France ; whence Egbert was at the fame time recal- 
led by the nobility, in order to afcend the throne of his 
anceftors °. He attained that dignity in the laft year of 
the eighth century'. 

In the kingdoms of the heptarchy, an exad rule of 

fucceflion was either unknown or not llri^ly obferved ; 

and thence the reigning prince was continually agitated 

with jealoufy againll all the princes of the blood, whom 

he flill conftdered as rivals, and whofe death alone could 

give him entire fecurity in his pofleflion of the throne. 

From this fatal caufe, together with the admiration of 

the monadic life, and the opinion of merit, attending the 

prefervation of chaftity even in a married flate, the royal 

families had heen entirely extinguifhed in all the king- 

Keflex ; and the emulations, fuf^ 

s, which had formerly been con- 

r the blood alone, were now dif- 

obility in the feveral Saxon Hates. 

fcendant of thofe firft conquerors 

»nd who enhanced their authority 

rom Woden, the fupreme divinity 

that prince, tho* invited by this 

! to make attempts on the neigh- 

tiem for fome time no dilhirbance, 

and rather chofe to turn bis arms againd the Britains in 

Cornwal, whom he defeated in feveral battles ". He' 

was recalled froiti the conqueft of that country by an 

inroad made into bis dominions by Bernulf, king of 

Mercia. 

The Mercians, before the acceflion of Egbert, had 

Very nearly attained the abfolute fovereignty over the hep- 

VoL. I. E tarchy : 

' Higdeo, lib. 5- M.Weft. p. 152. A%, in vita Alfiedfj 
p. 5. ex edit, Camdeni. ^ Chron, Sax. A. O. 8«a. Bronp- 
ton, p. 801. " Chron. Sax. p. £9. 
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CHAP.taK^: 'Xhrf}^zd rcducci) t^ E^Qt-Angles ^nde^ &ib« 
I. jf^iop, 9ad eAablUhed tributary prlncet in the kingdom* 

*'■■>,»■■.«' of Ktgit and EfTex. Nortbuisberlaad was involved in 
eparchy ; ajid no flatc of ^y confcqueitce remained but 
t^at of WcfTcX} which, miicb inferior in extent to Mer> 
ciaj wap fwported by the great quahties alone of its fb- 
vereign. Egbert led bis afmy againft the invadcis ; and 
encountering them at Ellandun m Wiltlhire, obtained a, 
complete viftory^ ^nd by the Qaughtcc executed on them 
ID their flight> gave a mortal ^ov, to the power of the 
\[erdant. \Vhil& Jie h'tfnfelf, Ln profecution ofhis vidoryi 
entered their country on the fide of Oxfordfliire, and 
t^eatened the heart of their doicinions ; hcfent an army 
into Kent, commanded by Ethetwolph, his eldeft fon ' ; 
and enpeUing Baldredi the tributary king, (oon made 
himieir m^fter of that CQuntrj^. The kingdom of EUex 
^a;s conquered with equal facility ; and the Eall-Angles, 
fy:^ their hatred to the Mercian government, which had. 
Itecn etiabliflied over them by treachery and violence^ 
and probably exetcired with tyranny, immediately role ia 
afms, and craved the protc3lon of Egben ": Bernulf, 
the Mcrciitn king, who marched againll them, was de- 
filed and llain ; and two years alter, LnAec_an, his fuc- 
Ceffiw', met with the fame fate. Thcfe infurreSions and 
Qalamities facilitated the enterprizes of Egbert, who ad- . 
danced into the heart of the Mercian territories, and 
ijiade ealy conquelU over a difpirited and divided people. 
In order to engage them more eafily to fubmifBon, hc- 
^Uowed WigleF, their count^man, to retain the title of 
I^ing, whilft he htmfelf exercifed the real powers of 
fovereignty ^. The anarchy, which prevailed in Nor-' 
thumberland, tempted hira to carry ftill fanher his vido-, 
r.iaus arms ; and the inhabitants, unable to refill his power^ 
and deCrous of polTeiring feme eAablifhed form of go- 
vernment, were forward, on his firll appearance, to fend 
dcftutiefl, who fubmitted to his authority* and exprelTeti 
^ir allegiance to him a^ their fovereign. Egbert, how- 
4yec, ftilT allowed to ^octhumberland, as be had done to. 
Mercia and Eaft>Anglia, the power of eleding a king*, 
■yih.9 paid' him t tribute, and was dependant on him. ■ 

Thus. 

' Ethelwerd, Ub. 3. cap. 2. " Ethelwerd, lib. 3. cap. 
^. ■ *- fcl8»(pt).ff7,,8, 10. 
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Thus verennited all the kin^oms of the heptirdiy C H A P. 
in one great ftate, near four hundred yean after the firft *• 
arrival of the Saxons in Britain; and the fortunate anns '" "" '' 
and pnident policy of Egbert at lafl effe3uated what had 
been fo often attempted in vain by fo many princes ". 
Kent, Northumberland, and Mercia, which had fuccef- 
fively afpi red to general dominion, were now incorporated 
in his empire ; and the other fttbordtnate kingdoms feem- 
ed willingly tofhare the fame fate. Hia territories were 
•nearly of the fame extent with what is now properly de- 
nominated England ; and a favourable profpeft was af- 
forded the A n^o- Saxons, of eftablifhtng a civilized mo- 
narchy, pofleffed of tranquillity within itfelf, and (e- 
cure againft foreign invafion. This great event happen- 
ed in the year 827". 

The Saxons, though they had been fo long fettled in 
the ifland, feem not as yet to have been much, improved 
beyond their German anceftois, either in arts, ovilt^^ 
knowledge, humanity, juftice, or obedience to the laws. 
Even Chriftianity, thou^, among other advantages, it 
opened the way to connexions between them and' the more 
polilhed datesof Europe, had not hitherto been very ef- 
fectual, in banifhing their ignorance, or foftening their 
barbarous maimers. As th^ received that doftrine through 
the corrupted channels of Rome, which had ftronglv 
tinctured the original purity of the Chriftian faith, it 
carried along with it a great mixture of credulity and fu- 
perftition, equally deflru3ive to die underllanding and- 
to morals. The reverence towards faints and reliques 
feems to have almoft fuppUnted the adoration of the fu- 
preme Being : Monaftic obfervances were efteemed more, 
meritorious than the a8ive virtues : The knowledge of 
natnrat caufes was neglcQed from the oniverfal belief of 
miraculous interpofnions and judgments ; Bounty to the 
church atoned for all violences againft foctety 1 And the 
remorfes for cruelty, murder, treachery, alfaffination', 
and the more robuA vices, were appeafed, not by amend- 
ment of life, but by penances, fcrvility to the moakt, 
and an abjeS and illiberal devotion ^. The reverence for 
£ 2 the 

" Chna. Sax. p 71. ^ Ibid. ° Tbefeabu£» wtn 
contDon to all the European cbiirchu t but tiie (vicfis in Italy, 
Spain, snd Caul, isadc feme ttoim&ent fMtb^ hf other ad- 
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C K A F- the dtTgy h^d mounted fo high* that vrherever i perfon 
I- tppeared in a facerdotal habit, though on the high-way, 

'*"~~"'^*^ the people flocked around him; and ihowing him all 
marksot profound refpe^, received every word he utter- 
ed as the moft faaed oracles '. Even the military vir- 
tues, fo inherent in all the Saxon tribes, began to be neg- 
leded ; and the nobility, preferring ihefccurity and floth 
of the doylter to the tumults and gWy of war, valued ' 
thcmfelves chiefly on the endowmem of monafterics, of 
which they alTumed the government 'V The feveral kings 
too, being extremely impoverifhed by continual bene- 
fa&ionsto thediurch, towhichthe ftaiesof the kingdom 
weakly confented, could bellow no rewards on valour or 
military ferv ices, and retained not even fufficient influence 
tofupport their government \ 

Another inconvenience, which attended this cor- 
rupt fpecies of Chriflianity, was the fuperftitiolis attach- 
ment to Rome, and the gradual fubjefiionof the kingdom 
to a foreign jurifdi3ion. The Britains had never ac- 
knowledged any fubordi nation to the Roman pontiff', and 
had conduded all ecclellaftical government by their do- 
nieftic fynods and councils^: But the Saxons, receiving 
their religion from Roman monks, were taught at the 
fame time a profound reverence to that fee, and were na- 
turally led to regard it as the capital of iheir religion. 
Pilgrimages to Rome were rcprefentcd as the moH me- 
TitOTious aftsof devotion. Not only noblemen and ladies 
of rank undertook this tedious journey ''' ; but kings thcm- 
felves, abdicating their crowns, fought for a fecure pafT- 
port to heaven at the feet of the Roman pontiflT. New 
reliques, continually Tent from that mint of fuperdition, 
and magnified by lying miracles, invented in convents, 
operated on the allonifhed minds of the multitude. And 
every 

vantages, which they rendered fbciety. For feveral agei, they 
were almoft all Romans, or, in other words, the antient na- 
tives ; and they preferved the Roman language and laws, with 
Ibme remains of the former civility. But the piiefis in the hep- 
tarchy, after the firfl millionaries, were whol^ Saxons, and at- 
4nDll as ignorant and barbarous as the laity. They contributed, 
theicTore, little to the improvement of the fociety in knowledge 
-orthearts. '' Bcde, lib. 3. cap. a6- 'I Bedc, lib. 5. 

cap. £3. Epiftola Bedx ad Egben. ^ Beds Epift. ad Eg- 
bert. ^ A[^nd. to Bede, numb. to. ex- edit. I7Z». Spelm. 
Cone. p. 1081 109- ''' Bede, lib. 5. cap. 7. 
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fvery prince obtained the eulogies of die monks, the onlyC HAP. 
firftoiians of thofe agesi not In proportion to his civil and '■ 
military virtues, but to his devoted attachment towards ' "*" *~*^ 
riieir order, and his fuperftitious reverence for Rome. 

The fovereign pontiff, encouraged by this blindnefs 
and jubmiflive difpofition of the peopte* advanced eveiy 
day in his enterprizes on the independence of the En^ilh 
churches. Wilfrid, bifhop of Lindisfeme, the fole pre- 
late of the N<Hthumbrain kingdom, gave the finimiiu 
flroke to this fubjedion in the ei^th century, by fait 
making an appeal to Rome againft the decifiora of an 
Englilh fynod, which had abridged hit dtocefe by the 
erection of fome new bijltoprics ^. Agatho, the pope, 
readily embraced tliis precedent of an appeal to hb court; 
and Wil&id, thoueh the haughtieft and moll luxurioUt 
prelate of his age , having obtained with the people the 
charader of fandity, finally prevailed in the conteft. 

The great topic, by which Wilfrid confounded the 
imaginations of men, was, that St. Peter, to whofe cut- 
tody the keys of heaven were entrofled, would certunly 
rcfufe admittance to every one who hod been wantin? in 
refped tohis fucceflTor. This conceit, well calculated for 
vulgar conceptions, had a powerful iteration on the pei^ 
pie during feveral ages ; and has not even at prefent loft 
all infiuence in the catholic countries. 

Had this abjeS fuperAition produced general peace 
atid tranquillity, it had made ibme atonement for the iU> 
attending it ; but, added to the ufual avidity of men fgr 
power and niches, it engendered frivolous controverGes in 
theology, which were fo much the more fatal, as they 
admitted not, like others, of any final determination 
from eftablilhed pol&flion. The difputes, excited in 
Britain, were of the mod ridiculous kind, and entire^ 
worthy of thofe ignorant and barbarous ages. There 
werefisme intricacies, obferved by all the Chriftian chur- 
ches, in adjufling the day of keepii^ Eafter ; which de- 
pended on a complicated confideration of the cotirTe of the 
fun and moon : And it happened that the milQonaries, 
who had convened the Scots and Britains, had followed a 
diffecent calendu- from what was obferved at Rome, in the 
age when Auguftine converted the Saxons. The priefts 

alfa 

" See Appendix to Bede, niunb. 19- Ifigden, lib. ;. Matth. 
Weft. p. 134. BromptPB, p. 793, 794. 5 £^» vit* 
Vil&. 5. 44, 60. ^ I 
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CH'A9. alio of all the Cbriflian churches were accuftomcd t« 
& Ihtvc part of their head ; but the form given to (hit ton- 
'**'*V"*^.6»c, was di ffer en t in the former from what was piac- 
tifed in the latter. The Scott and Britaim pleaded the 
untqiuty of tluir afagcs : The Romans, and their dif- 
ories, the Saxonsi infilled on the univerfality of theirs. 
Tnat Eaftcr nmft necefiarily be kept by a rule, which 
comprehended both the day of the year and age of the 
niooi), was agreed by all; that thcihaving of a pricft 
<«au)d not be omitted without the utmoft impiety, was a 
yoatt undifpnted : But the Romans aird Saxons called 
-theif antagonifts fchifmatics; beczufe they celebrated 
. 'E«fler on the very day of the fiiH moon in March, if 
-that^y fdlmi a Sundsiy, infteadof waiting till the Sun- 
'day following; andbecaufetheyfhaved their whole fore- 
head from ear to car, inHead of making that lonfure on 
the crown of the head, and in a circular form. In order 
■W render thek anii^onifls odious, they affirmed, that 
one* in feven years they concurred, witli the jews in the 
. Hme of cetebratit^ that feflival "^ : And that they might 
KComfflend their own form of tonfure, they maintained. 
liisK it imitated fymbolically the crown of thorns worn by 
ew. Saviour in his paflion ; whereas the latter was invent- 
'ed by Simon Magm, without any regard to that rcj^eten- 
tation ^. Thefe controverfies had from the beginning 
-«1ttit«d fueh Mimofity between the firitifli and Roman 
^^riefts, that, inftead of concurring in their endeavours to 
'•convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refrifed all commu- 
■"*idn together. Mid each regarded his opponent as no better 
thin a Pagan *■• The dilpute la&ed more than a cen- 
•tory ; and was at laft tinifhed, not by mens perceivii^ 
rtie folly of it, which would have been too great an effort 
' tfiT human Tcaion lo accompiifh, but t^ the entire vi^ory 
■rf the Romifh ritual over the Scots and BritJIh ". Wil- 
fred, bilhop of Lindsfeme, acquired great merit, both 
■ with the court of Rome and witJi all the fouihcrn Saicorre, 
'by nfpriling the quartodecimui fi;hifo>, as it was called, 
. froM the Nonhumbri^n kingdom, into which the neigh- 
^ ' botirhoodof the Scots had torincrfy imroduced it *^. 

TmOBORE 



(. -^ Bede, lib. 2. cop. 19. ^ Bede, lib. $■ cap. at. Ed- 
dlus, ^. 2±. * Bede, lib. a. cap. 2, 4, 20. Eddius, ^. la. 
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Theodore, archbilhop of Canterbury, called. In CHAP, 
the year 680, a fynod at Hatfield, Confilling of all the I- 
bilhops in Britain'*; where was accepted and ratified the^"~V'^^ 
decree of the LatCran coulAeil, funHndned b^ M«1ni Iht 
firft, againfi the hefefy of the Monothelites. The ceiia- 
cil and fynod maintained, in oppolition to thefe bercncs, 
that though the divine and human mttire in Chrift Ukde 
Ijut one perTon ; yet had they fti 11 different indinatioiu» 
wills, a33,.andfentimeiits, and thatthebnity of the per- 
fon implied not any 'unity in the confcioufnels '. This 
pinion it (teaa fomewhat difficult to cOHi[«rehe^d ; wA 
no ODe» unacquainted with the ecclefiaflical hiftory of 
thofe ages, could im^ine the height of zeal add rtoleiKe 
with which it wa> then inculcated. The dea'e«t>f thO 
LiBteran council calls the Moilothdites irtipious, esecra-> 
ble, wicked, abontinable, and even diabolical } andcurfeB ~ 
and anathematizes them to all eternity '. 

The Saxons, from the firfl introd,u3ion of Chriftift- 
nity aniwt^ them, had admitted the ufeof imtges; ibkt' 
perhaps, Cbriftianity, without fome sf.thoGe estflrisrof; 
rtamems, had not made lb quic^ a progrefs wi^i 4i^ 
idolaters : But ihey had not paid any fpecies of woi1hi(» 
or addrefs to unages ; and this abuTe never prevailed- 
among Otrifliana, tilliit received the fandion of die k- 
eend ooundl of Nice- 

CHAP. 

° SfcS: Gone, vri, I. p. 16S. ^ SpeU. Coifc. t^ i. p., 
I-71. ' SpelL Cone. vol. i.p. 172, 173, I74. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Egbert Etbelwtlf EtbeIbaldandEthtlbm-~Ethilrcd 

• —Alfred tbt Great Edward the elder Athel- 

fim Edmund Edred-~- Edwy-^ Edgar 

Edward the Martyr. 

EGBERT. 

C HA P. rr^H E Ktng<)onis of the Heptarchy, though united by 
, ^ - ■ X f"* recent a cohqucft, feemed to be firmly cemented 
• o''" — 1 into one ft«c under Egbert; and the inhabitants of the 
T' fevcral provinces had Infl all delirc of revdtingfrom that 
conqueror, or of refloringtheir independent governments. 
; Their language was every where nearly the fame ; their 
cuftoms, Taws, inftitutioni civil and religious ; and as the 
iraceof the antient kings was totally eiUind in all the, 
VubjeSed ftates, the people readily transferred their alle- 
giance ra a prince, who feemed to merit it, by the fplen- 
dor of his vidories, thevigourof hisadminillration, and 
the fuperior nobility of his birth. An union alfo in go- 
vernment opened to them the agrecible profped of fu- 
ture tranquillity; and it appeared more probable, thaC- 
they would thenceforth become terrible to their neigh- 
bours, than be cxpofed to their inroads and devaflations. 
! But thefe 8attering views were foon overcafl by the ap- 
I pearance of the Danes, who, during fome centuries, kept 
j the Anglo-Saxons in perpetual inquietude, committed 
the moft barbarous ravages upon them, and at la^l re* 
I duced them to grievous fervitude. 

Thi emperor Charlema^e, though naturally gene- 
rous and humane, had been induced by bigotry to cxer- 
cife great feverities againft the Pagan Saions in Germany, 
whom he fubdued ; and befides pttcn ravaging their coun- 
try by fire and fword, he had in cool blood decimated all 
the inhabitants fpr their revolts, and had obliged them, 
by the moft rigorous ediSs, to make a feeming compli- 
ance with the chrlftian dofitrine. That religion, which 
hadeafily made its way among the Brittih- Saxons by 
infinuation and addrefs, appeared Ihocking to their Ger- 
man brethren, when impofedon them by the violence of 
Charlemagne ; and the moA generous and warlike of thefe 
Pagans had fled northward into Jutland, in order to efcapc 

the 

n„jN.«j-vG00glc 



EGBERT. 5T 

tlie fury of his perfecutions. Meeting there with a peo*C HAP: 
fie of fimilar manners, they were resSil}' received among n. 
them; and they Jbon ftimulated the iiativei to concur in*— "v""-' 
enterprizesr which both promifed revenge on the hanghty 
coiK|tierors, ^nd afforded fubfiQence to thofc numerous 
inhabitants, with which the northern counirieswcrenoi* 
overburthenei^ ", They invaded thcprovincesof France, 
whicKwerecxpofed by the degeneracy and diflent ions of 
Charlemagne's pofterity ; and being known there uiider 
the general name of Normans, which they receivedfroia 
their northern fituation, they became the terror of all the 
maritime and even of the inland countries. They were 
slfo tempted to vifit England in their frequent excxir- 
{ions ; and being able by fudden inroads to make great 
progrefs over a people, who were not defended by any 
ziavaJ force, who had relaxed their military inflitutions, 
and who were funk into a fuperflition, which had become 
odious to the Danes and atKient Saxonsj they made no 
diftin3ion in their hoftilities between the French and 
Englifh kingdoim. Their firft appearance in this ifland j 
was in the year 787 "*, when Brithric reigned in Weffcr. 1 
A fmall body of them landed in that kingdom, with a ' 
view of learning the ftateof the country; and when the 
magifirate of the place queflioned them concerning the 
realon of their entej-prize, and cited them to appear be- 
fore the kii^, and account for their intentions, they kil- 
led him, and flying totheir (hips, efcaped into their ow|i 
country. The next alarm was given to Northumberland 
in the year 794 ' ; -when a body of thefe pirates pillaged 
9 mocaftery ; but their JhipS being much damaged by a 
fiorm, and their leader Hain in a Scirmifh, they were at 
undefeated fcy'ihe inhabitants, and the remainder of 
them put to the fwevd. Five years after Egbert had ef- 
tablifhedhis monarchy over England, the Danes landed 
in the IHe of Shepey, and having pilbged it, vlcaped 
Tvith impunity ". Thty were not lo fortunate in their 
flent year's enterprise, whe;i they difembarked from thir-, 
ty-fiveihips, and were encountered by Egbert, at Char-' 
mouth in Dorfeifliire. The battle was bloody; bat ■ , 
though the Danes lofV great numbers, they maintained ; 
ihc pofl, which they had taken, and made good their i 
retteal 

"• Ypid. Neuftria, p ^14. " Chrqn. Sax p. 64 ' Cnron. 
Sax. p. 66. Alur. Bevui. p. loS. ^ Chron. Sax. p 71. 
Mat. Weft. p. 155. 
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CHAP, retreat to their fhips ''. Having learned by cxperienee, 
n. that they mull expeft a vigoroutreiiftance from this war- 

*~~v**^Iike prince, they entered into an alliance with theBritains 
of Comtral ; and landing two yean after in that country, 
tnadean inroad with their confederates into the county of 
Devon ; but were met at Hengefdown by Egbert, and 
totally defeated ". While England remained in thi) ftat« 
of inquietude, and defended itfelf more bjf temporary ex- 
tiedieiits than by any regular plao of adtniniilraiion, Eg- 
bert, who atone was cftpebte of providing eSeSuaby 
ftgainft this new evil, unfortunately died ; aad left th« 
gOTCrnment to his fon Ethelwotf. 

ETHELWOLP. 

THIS prince had neither the abilities nor vigoSr of 
hb father; and was better qualified for^gOveming 
K conyent than ■ kingdom ". He began hii re^n with 
dividing his dominions and delivering over lo his ddef^ 
fen Athelilan, the new conquered provinces of Eflex* 
Kent and SulTex ". But no iticonvaniencletfctm to havd 
trifen from this partition ; as the continual terror of thft 
Danifh invafions prevented all domeflic diflention. A 
fleet of thefe ravagers, confifling of thiny'three fail, ap^i 
pearedat Southampton ; but were repulfed with great hd 
by Wolfhere, governor of the neighbo«ri/^ tOHrtt^ '. 
The fame year ^thelhelm, alTifted by the inhabitants at 
DorfetChire, routed another band which had difembarked 
at Portfmouih j but he obtained the vifllory after a furi- 
ous engagement, and he bought it with the lofs of his 
life <*H Next year^ the Danes made feveral inroads In- 
to England ; and fought battles, or rather Ikirmifhcj, in 
Eall-Anglia and Lindefey and Kent*; where, [h6ugb 
diey were (ometimes repulfed and defeated, they always 
obtained their end of committing fpoil upon the cotintry, 
and Carrying olf their booty. They avoided coming to 4 
general engagement, which was not (ttited to their |^an «f 
operations. 

^ Chron. S». p. 7a. Elhelwonl. Ub, 3. ca^ 1. M»A. 
Weft. p. 155. " Chron Sax, p. 72. " W. MatartC 
Kb: 1. cap. 2. '^ W. Maimer lib. 2. cap 2 E^chelvraid. 
lib. 3. cap 3. '' Chron. Sax. p. 73. Ethelward, lib. *t 
cap J. Siaiib. Weft. p. 1(5. Q- Chron. Sax. p. 73. R 
HuDUng. lib. 5. "^ Mattk Weft. 1 $6. 
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operations. Their veffels were fm all, and ran eadly up C H A PJ 
The creeks and rivers; where they drew them aihore, and H, 
having formed an entrenchment around them, which '"""v—*J 
they guarded with part of their number, the remiinder 
fcattered themtetves every where, and carrying off Eheitv 
habitants, and cattle, and goods, they haAeneil to their 
Ihips, and quickly difap(\eared. If themitiiaiy forces of 
ihe county was alVembled, {for there was no lime for troths 
to march from a diftance) the Danes were either able to 
rcpulfe them and to continue their ravages with impnnity* 
1Dr they betook, therafclves to their veffels j and letting 
fsti, invaded fuddenly fome dtftant quarter, whidi was 
not prepared for t"heir reception. Every part of Engiaial 
VfA& held in continual alarm ; and the inhabitants ol one 
fxiuoty 4ared not to give aiTiftance to Ihofe of another, 
leH tl)cir own family and property Ihould in the mean 
time be expoTed by their abfencc to the fury of thefe bar- 
barous ravagers ^. All orders of men were involved in (hit 
ruin ; and the prieOs and monks, who had been commonly 
(pared in the domeftic quafrcb of the heptarchy, were 
the chief objc^s on which the Daniih idolaters exercifed 
their rage and animoflty. Every feafon of the year was 
dangerous ; and no man could efteem himfelf a moment 
in fafety, becaufe of the ablence of the eiiemy. 

Thkse incurfiOn* had now become almod annual; 
when the Danes, encouraged by their fucceCTes againft 
France as welt as England (for both kingdoms were alike 
expofed to this dreadful calamity) invaded the lalf in fo g.j 
numerous 9 body, as feemed to threaten itwith univcrfal 
fubjedion. But the Englifb, more military than the 
Britains, -whom, a few centuries befere, they had treated 
with like violence, routed themfelves with a vigour 
proportioned to the exigency, Ceorle, governor of De- 
vonlhire, fought a battle with one body <f{ the Danes at 
Wiganboui^h '', snd put them to rout with great flaugh- 
ter. King AthelRan attacked another at fea near Sand- 
wich, funk nine of their ftiips, and put the reft to flight ^'. 
A bodyof them, however, ventured, for tho lirll time, 
to take up winter quarters in England; and receiving 
in the fpring a ftrong reinforcemctit flf their coontrymeo 



* AluredBeverLp. 108 ' T H. Html, lib 5. Ethdward, 
lib. 3. cap 3. Simeon Dunelm p. i2o, "^ Chron. Sax 
p 74 Afietius, p. z. 
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C H A P. in 350 veffds, they advanced frpm the Ifte of Thanrt, 
II. where they had ftatianed themfelves; burnt the cities of 

' ""(^"■»-' London * and Canterbury; and having put to flight 
Brtchrric, who now governed Mercia, under the title of 
King) they marched into the heart ot Surrey, and laid 
every place waftc around them *. Eihelwolf, excited by 
the urgency of the danger, marched againd them, at the 
head of the Weft-Saxons ; and carrying with him his fe- 
cond Ton, Ethelbald, gave them battle at Okely, and 
gained a. very bloody viQory over them *■ This advan- 
tage procured but a ihort rcfpite to the Englifh. The 
Danes ftill maintained their fettlement in the ifle of 
Thanet ; and being attacked by Eather and Huda, gover- 
nors of Kent and Surrey, though defeated in the begin- 
ning of the adioni they finally repulfed the afTailantSf 
and kilted both the governors ^. They removed thence to 
the Ifle of Shepey ; where they took up their winter quar- 
ters, that they might extend farther their devaftation and 
ravages. 

This unfettled ftate of England hindered not Ethel- 
wolf fi-om making a pilgrimage to Rome; whither he 
carried his fourth, anti favourite, fon, Alfred, then only 
fix years of age \ He pafTed there a twelvemonth in 
cxercifes of devotion, and failed not in that moll elTential 
part of devotion, liberality to the diurch of Rome. Be- 
fides giving prefcnts to the moft dillinguifhed ecclefiaftics ; 
he made a perpetual grant of three hundred mancufes * 
s year to that fee ; one third to lupport the lamps »F St. 
Peter's, another thofe of St. Paul's, a third to the pope 
himfetf^. In his return home, he married Judith, the 
daughter to the emperor, Charles the Bald " ; but on his 
lantSng in England, he met with an cfipofition, which he 
little looked for. 

His eldeftfon, Athelftan, being dead; Ethelbald, the 
ftcond, who had afTumed the government, formed, in 

COR' 

* W. Malm. lib. 1. * Matth.Weft p. 157- ^ Chron. 
Sax. 75- Afferius. p. 2. ^ Chron. Sai. p. 76- Aflerius, 
p. a. Simeon Dun. p. tao * AjTerius, p. z. Chron. Sax. 
76. Hunt. lib. J. "A oiancus was about the weight of 

our preleot half crown : See Spelman's GlolTary. in v«bo 
Mancus. ^ W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap^ a. ° Aflerius, p. a. 
Chron. Sax p 76. H. Hunt. lib. ;. Ethdwetd, lib. 3 cap. j, 
Simeon Dunelm. p 14a 
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cenjundion with many of the nobles, the projcS of ex- CHAP, 
eluding his father from a throne, which his weaknefs and II. 
ruperftitioafeem to have rendered him To ill-qvblified to^— v"-«/ 
fill ^. The people were divided between the two princes ^ 
and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other cilamities 
under which the F.ngUfh 1 jboured, appeared unavoidable } 
when Ethelwotf had the facility to yield to the greatell 
part of his fon's pretenfions '. He made with him a par- 
tition of the kipgdom ; and taking to himfelf the eauern 
part> which was always at that time eAecmed the leaft 
confiderable, as well as the moft expofed '^, he delivered 
over to Ethelhald the fovereignty of the weftera. Im- 
mediately after, he fummoned the Hates of the whole 
kingdom, and with the fame facility, conferred a per- 
petual and important donation on the church. 

The ecclefiallics, in thofe days of ignorance, made 
rapid advances in the acquifition of power and grandeur ; 
and inculcating the moft abfurd and molt interefled doc- 
trines, though they met fometimes, from the contffu'y 
interens of the laity, with an oppofition, which it re- 
quired time and addrefs to overcome, they found no 
obAacle in their reafon or underAanding. Not content 
with the donations of land made them by the Saxon 
princes and nobles, and with the temporary oblations from 
the devotion of the people, they had call a wifhhil eye on 
a vafl revenue, which they claimed as belonging to them* 
by a divine, indefeizable and inherent title. However 
little veried in the fcriptures, they had been able to dif- 
cover, that the priefls, under the Jewifh law, pofTefTed a. 
tenth of all the produce of the land ; and forgetting what 
they themfetves taught, that the moral part only of that 
law was obligatory on Chriftians, they infilled that this 
(lonation was a perpetual property, conferred by heaven 
on thofe who officiated at the altar. During fome cen- 
turies, the whole fcope of fermons and homilies was di- 
reded to this purpde ; and one would have imagined, 
fi'om the general tenor of thcfe difcourfcs, that all the 
practical parts of Chriftianity were comprehended in the 
KLaSc and faithful payment of tythes to the clergy •". En- 
couragei 

* W, Malm. Bb. 2. cap. 2. ^ Flor, WJgom. p. 581, 
o Afferius, p. 3. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 2. Maith. Weft, 
p. ijS. " Padre Paolo, lepra beneficii, ecclefialUci, p. ji, 
52. ^t. Colon. 1675. 
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CHAP, couraged by their Tuccds in ioculcuing thefe dodrines ^ 
U- they ventured farther than they were warranted even by 

*-"'*v"'*^ the levitical law, and pretended to draw the tenth of all 
indufiry. merchandize, wages of labourers; and pay of 
Ibldiers'; nay, feme canonilh, went fo far as to affirm, 
that the detgy were entitled to the tythe of the profits, 
made by the courtezans in theexercife of their profeflion". 
Tho'pari(heshadbeenicftitute2in England by Honorius, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, near two centuries before ^, 
the ecclefiaftics had never yet been able to get poffelTion 
of the tythes; and they therefore leized the prefent 
favourable opponunity of making that acquifition ; when 
ft weak, fuperflitious prince was on the throne, and when 
the people, difcouraged by their loffes from the Danes, 
and terrified with the fear of future invafions, were fuf- 
ceptible of any imprelfion, which bore the appearance of 
velision". So meritorious was this conceHion deemed by 
tbcEngiifli, that, trufting entirely to fupernaturat affil- 
tances, they negleScd the ordinary means of fafety j and 
agreed, even in the prefeut defperate extremity, that 
the revenues of the church fhould be exempted fi-onj 
all burthens, though impofed for national defence and 
fccoriiy **. 

ETHELBALD and ETHELBERT. 

ETHELWOLF lived only two years after mak- 
ing this grant '^ j and by his will he left England 
fhared between his two eldeft Tons, Ethelbald and Ethel- 
bert; the weftlyingunderthegovernmcntof the former; 
the eaft under that of the latter "". Ethelbald was a profli- 
gate prince; and marrying Judith, his mother-in-law, 
gave great offence to the people '^ but moved by the 
remonftrances of Swithun, biOiopof Winchefter, he wai 
at laft prevailed on to divorce her. His reign was fhort ' ; 
and Ethelbert, his brother, fucceeding to the govern- 
ment, 

' Spell, Cone. vol. i. p 268. ^ Padre Paold, v.'ija. 
^ Parker, p. 77. "' Ingulf, p. 86a. SeWen's ftift. of 

tythes, c. 8. ** Aflerius, p. 2, Chron. Sax p, 76. W. 
MalmeT lib. 2. cap. 2. Ethelwerd, lib. 3. cap. 3. M. Weft. 
f. 158. Innilf. B. 17. Am. Beverel. p. 95. *^ Chtoa 
Sai. p. 76. Aflff. p. 4. ' H. HuBt. Eb. ;. «U W. 
Malm. Ub. 2. cup- 3- Ingulf, p. 17. * CWon. Sax< p. 77. 

n,gN..(JNGOOglC 



E T H E R E D. 6$ 

tnitM, behaved bimfelf, during a five years reign, in a CHAP- 
manner more worthy of his birih and nation. The king- H. 
dom, however, was flill infclled by the panes, who '-""v"-*^ 
made an inrced and facked Wincheftcr *■ ; but were there 
defeated. A body alfo of thefe pirates, who were quar- 
tered im the Ifle of Thanet, having deceived the Englilh 
by a treaty, Boeipedxdly broke into Kent, and commit- 
ted peat outrages *. 

E T H E R E D. 

ETHELBERT was focceeded by his brother Ethercd. 866- 
who, though be defended himfelf with bravery, en- 
joyed, during his whole reigo, no tranquillity from thefe 
Danifh irruptions- His younger brother, Alfred, fecond- 
ed him in all his enterprises ; and gencroufly facrificed to 
the public good all refentment, which he might enter- 
(ain, on account of his being excluded by Ethered from 
4 large patrimony, which h^ been kit him by his fa- 
ther. 

Th£ firft landing of the Danes in the reign of Ethered 
was among the Eall-Angles, who, more anxious for thcic 
prefent fa&ty than for the common intereft, entered into 
a feparate treaty with the enemy ; and furnifhed theta 
with horfea, which enabled them to make an irruption by 
land into the kingdom of Northumberland"^. They there 
^ized the city of York ; and defended it againA Ou>richt, 
and ^lla, two Northumbrian princes, who perifhed in 
the affault ". Encouraged by thefe fuccefles, and by the 
fiiperttM'ity, which they bdd acquired in arms, they now 
ventured, under the commaiKl of Hinguar and Hubba, 
their chieftains, Co leave the fea-coall, and penetrating 
ifiio Mercift, they toiAup, their winier-quattB^ at Not- 
tingham, where they threatened the kingdom with a final 
fubjedion. The Mercians applied to Ethered for liiccour 
iQ tiaa. extremity ; and' that prince, with his brother, 
Alfred, conduding a great army to Notcin^am, ob^ 
ligcd the ejiemy to diflodge from this poft, and to retreat 
ioto Northiunherland *. Their rtdAeb difpofition, and 

their 
*■ W. Malm. lib. i. cap, 3. Elbelweid, lib. 4. cap. r. 
Am.. Beverl. p. 95. ^ Chron, Sax. p. 78. ^ Affer. p. ;. 
Cbron. Sax. p. 7R Ethelwerd, lib. 4. cap. i. Simeon Du- 
nelm. p. 141. « Affer. p. 6. Chron. &x. p. 79. Hi. 
Hunt lb. 5. » Ibkl. 
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CHAP, their' avidity for plunder, allowed them not to remaiii 
H. loDg in tbele quartu^ i They broke tmo Eaft-Anglia, de- 

*— "V — 'Seated and took prifoner, Edmund, the king of that coan- 
try, whom they afterwards murdered in cool blood ^; and 
.committing the moil barbarous ravages on the people, 
particularly on the monaderies ^t they gave the Eaft- 
Angles great caufe to repent^ of the temporary relief, 
— ^wbich they had obtained, by alTifting the common enemy. 
The next lUlion of the Danes was at Reading; 
S71. vhence they infelled the neighbcuring country by their 
incurfions^. The Nierdans, dcfirous of fliakirg off 
their dependence en Ethered *, refuted to join him with 
their forces ; and that prince, attended by Alfred, was 
obliged to march af^ainft the enemy, with the Wcft- 
Saxocs alone, his hereditary fubje£b. 1 he Danes being 
defeated in an aaion, (hut tbemfelves up in their garrifon ; 
but quickly making thence an irruption, ihey routed the 
Wefl-Saxcns, and ra'ifed the fiege. An aSion Toon after 
l^n^ued at Allon^, in Berkfhire, where the Eng)i(l), in (he 
beginning of the day, were in danger of a total defeat. 
Alfred, advancing with one divifion of the army, was 
furroundcd by the enemy in difadvantageous grour.d ; and 
Ethered, who was 31 that time bearing Mafs, refufed to 
march to his alliftance, till the prayers fhouldbe frnifli- 
ed'': But as he afterwards obtained the vidoiy, thisfuc- 
cefs, not the danger of Alfred, was alcribed by the mordcs 
to the piety cf that monarch. Tbis battle of Aflon did 
not terminate the war : Another battle was a little after 
Ibitghl at Balin?; where the Danes were more fuccefsful^; 
tnd being reinforced by a new army from their own coun- 
try, they became every day more terrible to the EngliOi. 
Amidfl thefeconfufions, Ethered died of a wound, which 
he had received in an a£tionwith the Danes; and left 

the 

^ Afler. p. 4. W Whim, lib 2 cap 3. H. Hunt, lib 5. 
Math. Weft, p 164. Alur. Beverl. p 102, '■ Chron. Sax. 
p 80. fcgulf p 32, 23. * M Weft p. 165. " W, 
Milmef lib! 2. cap 5. '' Heame's notes to Spelman's Life 
' of Alfred, p 41 Chron Sax p St. Etiielwerd, lib 4. cap. 
4. ° Affer p 7. W. Mahn. lib a cap 3, Flor. Wigora. 
p. ;86, 587 Simeon Dtmelm. p. it;. Brompton, p 808. 
Anglla Sacra, vol. i p 205. Alur. Bcveri. p. 103. ^ Afler. 
p 7. Cbron. Sax p. 81. 
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the inheritance of his cares and misforfnnes, rathei! diaoC ft A ?, 
©f his grandenr, to, fais brother Alfred, -who was twenty^ ". 
two years of age. '■ —^—--f 

ALFRED. 

THIS priflce gave very eatly marlcs of thofc great 3., 
virtues and Ihinittg talents, by which, during (be 

Riolt difficult times, he faved his country from utter ruin 

and fubverfion. Ethelwolf, his father, the year after his 

return with Alfred troii) Rome, had ag 

prince thither with a numerous retinue 

uig fpread ef the kln^s death ', the p 

Alfred the royal undion '^ ; whether 

future greatftefs from the appearances c 

nius, or willing to pretend, even in tba 

«f conferring kJngdorha. Alfred, on hi 

came every day more the objed df hii 

<leT aflfe£tion9 ; but being indulged in 

fures, he was much negle&ed in his edai 

already reached his twelfth year, when 

f literature. His genius : 
Saxon poenis, in which 
his fpedes of erudition, 
s confiderable progreff 
cd rhofe noble and eteva- 
received from nature ". 
Hmulated by his own af- 
to read thefe comporui- 
quirt the knowledge of 
with authors, that bet- 
id direded his generotte 
It purfaiis, he regarded 
in objeft of regret than 
to the throne, in prefer- 
well by the wiHof his 

-itlfber, a circumftance which had great authority with 
Vol. I- . , , F „ , ** 

- ' CiiTO, Bfti. k JJ. " Afler. p. ,2. W. Miitffi life- a. 

tap. i. Ingulf, p. I65. SUaeiiii IJiiBaW- f. >?«, ij*- ^ 
■Jlf. Ruval. b; 3^.1 AM.. Ite*trl,p. 96. " Aflef. f- 6 M. 
■Vtek. p ifil^lbt.WijMft. jTsSj. Stn64n pwietfa. p. 

i«, 141. Bftwipt«ft, p .l!l4. > AlKr. f. J. 
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C HAR-tbo Aqglo^Saxoiu", as by the vowsof thewhole natit^ 

n. and the urgency of public affairs ^, ht; (hook off his liie-: 

w' ""'^rary indolence, and exerted himfelf in defence of his 

people. He had fcarce buried his brother, when he was 

obliged to lake the field) ;in order ;to oppofe the DaneS) 

who had feized Wilton, and were exercinng their ufuat 

es around. . He marched ^gainA 

IS, which he could alTemble on a 

n battle, gained at fird an advan^ 

ig iheviQory too far, the fuperi- 

umber prevailed, -and recovered 

r lofs, however, in the aflion was 

ariug Alfred would receive daily 

fubjeds, they were contented to 

:at, and promifed to depart the 

urpofe they were conduSed to 

take up winter- quarters there j 
igagements, they immediately fet 
mitting fpoil in the neighbouring 
ig of Mercia, in whofc territories 
adc a new ffipulation with Ihera", 
prefents of money, to remove to 
re " ; a country which they had 
and defolation. Finding therefore 
either for their rapine or violence, 
ik upon Mercia, in a quarter where 
without defence ; aiKl fixing their 
Icrbyfhirc ', they laid the whole 
fire and fwoid. Burrhed, unable 

whom no force could refiil, and 
]oned bis kingdom, and flying to 
s cloyfter **, He was brother-in- 
laA who bore the title of king ia 

' rere now the only remaining power 

1 fupported by fh« vigour and abi? 
_ ■ lities 



jNGoogle 



■fr 1. F J^ -E D. ' •- 67, 

lities of Alfred^ dx^ were uisblc m fufUin the effsrIsofOH A P; 
thofe ravagcrs, who from M quarters invaded thicm. A '^ 
pew-fffarm of Danes came o«er thi* year under three '*'^~>'!'^*~^ 
princes, Guthnim, - Olcitcl, traJ Amund^j and having 
6rft joined their countrymen at t(epton, they foon fbww ^7S* 
theneceiEty of feparating, in orderto provide for their 
fubfifience. Part of them, under the command of Hd< 
d«ne, th^Ir chieftain ^, marched into Northumberland, 
.-where they fixed their relideoce '' ; part of them took 
quarters at Cambridge", from whence they dillodged in 
site enfuing fummer, and feized Wereham, in the county 
of Dorfet, the very center of Alfred's dominions ^. That 
prince fo (traitened them in ihefc quarters, that ihey were 
content to come to a treaty with him, and flipulaCed to 
depart his country ^. Alfred^ well acquainted with their - 
ufual perfidy, obliged them to fwear upon the holy re- 
liques to the obfervance of the treaty ^ ; not that he e^ 
pei^ed they, would pay any veneration to the.reliquet,; 
but he hoped, that, if they now violated this oath, their 
impiety would infallibly draw down upon them the ven- 
.geance of heaven. But the Danes, little apprehenfive of 
this danger, fuddenly, without feeking for any pretext, 
fell upon Alfred's army ; and having put it to rout, march* 
ed weftward, and took poOeflion of Exeter *. The 
prince colle£ted new forces ; and exerted fuch vigour, that 
he fought in one year eight battles againA the enemy ^, 
and reduced them to the utmofl extremity. He hearkes' 
ed however to new propofals of peace ; and was faiUfied 
to flipulate with them, that they would fettle fomewhere 
in England ^, and would not permit the entrance of 
more ravagers into the kingdom. Sut while he was ex- 
. peding the execution of this treaty, which it Teemed, the 
. intereftof the Danes themfelvei to fulfil, he heard that 
another body had landed, and having coHeded all the 
fcattered troops of their countrymen, had furprifed Chip- 
F 2 pcnhaqi, 

* H. Hunting, lib. J. ' Chron. Sax. p. 83. "^ Afler. 

' p. 8. Cbron. Sax. p. Si- " Altef. p. 8. Chron. Sax. p. 

gj. » H. Hunt. lib. s- M. Weft. p. 168. .' ' Chron. 
Sax. p. 8j. * ASa. p. 8. * Afler. p. 8. Chron, 

Six. p. 83. H. Hunt. lib. 5. Flor. Wigom. p. 590. ^ Af- 
fet. p. 8. The Saxon Chronide, p. 9f, lays mne battles. 

' ' Afler. p. (^ ' Alur: Bevt^l. p. 104. ■ 
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«9 HISTdRV A* RNGtAND. 

d-11AV>p(rfitm, rtwn t Mufldrt^jJe tewn, and Were ewKifing 
n. iheir ufnal raVaget nit srouod (hem *'. 

*■*"*'***' This laft incident quit* Broke the l^rit of the Saxem, 
and reduced ihetn wdefpiiy. Finding that, after all the 
mfferable havbck. whkh Aty hid imdergom in theit 
perfom andin their pnipmy ; after «n the vigorous aCK* 
WW, which they had crtTtea in their own defence ; a new 
baiid, efpially greetfy of fpoil and fl«ghter, had difcirn 
harked itnong thetA j thfe^ befieved thetnMvei ahaitdened 
ty heaven lo deftru^on, and delivered over to thofc 
fwarms of robbers, which the ferrilo irorth ihm inccffar*- 
ly poured fbrTh agamft them. Some left their couniry, 
»nd retired into Walei or fled beyond lea: Others fub- 
milted to the conquerors, in hopSs of a^ypeafing their 
ftirybjr a frrvile obedience*: Artd every man's altenlloio 
being nowengroffed in concern for his own prcfrrvMioo, 
no one would hearkM t« the e«hortatio«a^ the king, 
who fumnroned them to make, utder his condufi, owe 
eflfbrt more in defence of their prince, their country, and 
their liberties. Alfred himfelf was obliged to relin^uifh 
the enfigns of his d^ntty, todlfimifshisrervanii, and to 
feek ihehcr, in the meaueft difguifej, from the purfeit 
and ftiry of his enemies. He concealed himfelf wnder a 
'peafant's habit, and lived fome time in the houle oF a 
neat-herd, who hadbeen entrufted with the care of fome 
of his cowa '. There palled here an incident, which has 
been recorded by all the hiftorians, and was long pre- 
lerved by popular tratfition ; though it contains nothttig 
memorable in itfclf, except lb far as every circumftance 
is intcrefting, which attends (b great virtue and dignity, 
' Tedoced to fuch difirefs: The -wtfe of the neat-herd was 

- ignoram of the condition of her toyal gueft ; and ob- 

■ ferving him one day bufyhy the fire-fide in trimming hii 

- how and arrows, tht defircd him to late care of feme 
' calces, which werr toafting, while flie was employed 

■ elfewhere in other domefltc affairs. But Alfred, whofe 
thoughts were otherwife, engaged, negleSed this injunc- 
lipn i and 6ife ^ood" ;wom4n, on Set Tclum, finding her 
catfis an buTnt, raterfrtieiking very fe^ereto ; and upbraided 
tam, that he always feemed Very wen pteaftd to Qat 

° AiTer. p. 9- ' fi. Huitf', lib. x. ^ 
AluttdBeverl. p. 105. ^ Affcr. p. < 
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A L F R^E D. - ^ 

tier warm cakes, tba' he was thiu negligeot in tQaAiogC H A P» 
Ihem®. ^ Jl_ ^ 

By degrees, Alfred, as he found the ftarch pf the «ii«-^ ^'"r^ 
tny become more remifs, colle^ed fome of his jetaincc^': 
and retired into the center of a hog, formed t^ 1I14 A>t? 
nsting waters of the Thone and Parret, in Somerfetlhire. 
He there found two acres of Erm ground ; antt W*I<^E* 
habitation on them, rendered himiclf fecure hy itt fcrtM^ 
cations, and R\\\ more by the unltnown and- infCfVlSU* 
roads which led to it, and by the forefta aii4 Hiprafl«s ' 
with which it was every way environed. Thii plafit fc» 
called ^thelingcy, ot the Ifle of Nobles^ j afid it now 
bears the name of Athelnej;, He thence made/requwt 
ftnd uneipeded fellies upon the Danes, who often^ipkltw 
vi^ur of his arm, but knew, not fiom what lyurter xh% 
How came. He fubfided hinafelf and his followers t^ tlw 
pbind<u- which he acc^ircd ; he procifred them conifols^ 
on by revenge; and from fmsll fuccelles, be ppfiw) th^ 
minds to hope, that, nolwithftandiog bia prefent milfoil ^ 
tunesi more important vi^oriefmi^'BtlfiigtjfjftBml hi* ■■ 
valour \ __ 
Alfred la 

twelvemonth: 

«d hi» ears, 

Dane, having 

Wales, had 1 

fdsj and laid 

atcd near the 

«arl of Devo: 

(here; and b 

with water,- 

prevent the 11 

iny *". He r 

rifii)|; ; and taking them unprepared, he put thffn to raot, 

purnjed them with great {laughter, killed Hubba himfolf, 

sod got pofleflion of the fa^nous Re^eitt w enahaaltd 

Aandard, in whicb the Dane* put ^sftt cpn&dce««**. it 
^optMiwl 

« Afler.p-9. MWeft-p. 170. « Chroa Saip. 85. 
' W. Malm. fib, t- CM. 4. Etbelwerd, lib. 4. cap 4. Ingulf, 
p. aS. I M. w^. p. lyo. $iiiKoi| Pt)nel»- - p. laS- 

* Afler.p. 10. »• Flor.WigoiB. 590. *• Afl«.n. le. 
Oron. So. p. 84. AbbuRievia. P. -JSS- MM Benrt. 
-p. IPS- 
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n '""'''*'"' ** "S""* of « raven, which had been inwdvif 

^ • . by the. ttirec Mers (if Hinguar and.Hubba, wirh many 

•^ '^ magical incantations, and which, by its different move- ' 

mentsj prognofticated, as the Danes ti^lieved, the good 

or bad tacceh of any enterpnze ". 

■~ ■ Whes Aifred obferred this fympton) of fqccefsful re? 



'■dmgton, where the' Danes -werie CfleSmped} 'and takliig 
advaWage of his preivioue knowledge of th'e 'place, he di- 

■reaedhis attack againft the moft unguarded quarter of 
the enemy. The. Danes, furprifcfl ,to fee an frmy of 

■•■••'Uirer. p. lo, ,o V/.iiUm- ih.^.cip-A... '■■Ciiriu 
■;Sw. p. 8!;. .^Afef.b i4>. Chron. Sax.p.83. Slmg-n 
-Dnirelm-. p. l28.-AItKea-BeverI. p'. 10$: Abbas "Rleyal.jp. 
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A L F "R E D. . ■ 7* , 

Englifh, whom they confidered as loially Tubdued, and CHAP. 
flill more anonithed to hear Alfred was at their head, ' ^J-, — 
made but a faint refiftance, not*ithftanding their fuperJo- ■ ' -^ 
rjtyof number; and were Toon put to flight wiih great, 
flaughCcr *-. The remainder of the routed army, with , 
their prince, was befieged by Alfred in a fortified caiQp, 
to which ihey fled /but being reduced to extremity by. 



■' ' unquiet 

"' Affer. p. lo. Clwon. Sax. j*. 8;. Elhelwerd, lib-.^i 
cap. 4. B ^fl^_ p ,p Chron. Sax, p. 85. Alured Be- 
veri. p. 105. T Chron. Sax. p. 85. " Afler. p. lO; 
C*on. Sax. p.. 90. * Afler. p. 11. Chron. S»x. p. 86, 
uDundia p. '129. Alured Bevfitl. p. 106. 
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7> HISTORY «p ENG1.AND, 

CHAP-nnquiet made an expedition into Frfince iiiwler the cettn 
_n. mttid of Haftings ^ ; and except by a Qiort incurfion of 
^T"^'**^ Danes, who failed up the Thames and landed at Fulham, 
but fuddenly retreated tp their fhips, on Bnding the coun- 
try in a pol!ure of defence ^, AlFrcd waanot for fbnie 
year* infefted by the inroads of there baibarians *. 
■ The kiiig employed this interval of tranquillity in re--. 
Qofing order to the (Tate, which had been (haken by fa 
Utary 
luftry 
f lilM 
hxhtc 
9 the 



re the 
Eatt- 
nikd 

iperipr 
uuirce 

s and 

in th« 

The 

»t foi; 

irticih 

Dauca 

ilia foe 

alt hia 

people Qiould be :ar[npcl and regiftervd ; he aOigned theni 

« regular rotatiori of duty; he diftnbuM pait ipto ihc 

eifttes and fottrelTes, which he ercQed a.t proper places^ ; 

ihe rc()jured another part to lake the field on any alamif 

tnd to a({emble at Itated places pf reDdez.voiia ; and h? 

teft a fuffident number at hoipe, who were employed in 

0ie cultlTation of the land, 3(i4 wbQ afterward? tool; 

their 

^ W- Malp. lib. 3; cap. 4. Iggulf. » 26^ ^ Oaasu 

StiJi-p. 9^. AtUred B«TCr!. p, lo6. * Aller. p. ti, 

■^ Aflsr. p. 15. GhRjD. Sax. ^. 89. M. Weil. p. 171. 
QtDeon Dimetm. p. 151. I^mptoo, p. 814. Aluted Bev^. 
in edk. Heanie, p. io(J. f ^J^fcr. p. 18. Ijt^plf^ p. 37. 
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ALFRED. T, 

their turn in military ferviice '>. The wkole kingdom C If A P. 
was lilce one great garrilpn ; and the Danes could no foon- H. 
cr appear in one place, than a fuffident ininnberra af-' —i^"*^ 
fembled to oppofe them, without leaving the other quar- 
ters dcfcnpeleA or diiariped ^. 

But Alfred, fen fible that thepropCT method or op- 

Piling an enemy, who niade' incurfiou b^ Jea wat to 

meet them on their own cdement, took care to provide 

himTelf with a naval power ', which, dwugh the ouA ^ 

natural defence of an iflapd, had hitheno been totdjr 

Dcgle^ed by the En^Ufh- He encrwtfed the flupping tS 

this kingdom bath in namber and force, and traioed hii 

'f)ibje£b in the pra^ice, as well of failing, at of, naval 

a£tion. He diflributed \at axaxd veflcli in profxr Satkoa 

around the illand, and was Aire to meet the Daniih Ihipa 

«ither before or after they had landed their troops, and to 

purfue them in all their incurfions. Though the Danes 

might fuddenly, by furpiize, dHerabarii on the coafl, 

which was generally become defolate by their fecqoent 

■ 'jy the Ei^ifli fle« iniheii- 

formerly, fay abuidonii^; 

total dcftmftion, the peD> 

bad committed. 

petled leveral inroads of 

ntained his kingdom, dur^ 

tranquillity. A fleet «f a 

ir, were ftationed apon the 

rariike cngiBcs, a& «ra11 at 

US and Ei^ifh, (Eor Alfred 

fubjeQs by engaging able 

:xined a fupcriority above 

ich England had been 1b 

aftings, the famous Danifli 

the provinces of France, gg- 

he rivers of the Loire and 

itit that cogntry, more bjr 

if had occasioned, than of 

s, appeared off the co^^ 

Kent with a fleet of 330 fail. The greater part of the 

enemy difctiAarkcd in the Rother, and fcized the forr of 

Apuldore. 

^ Chron. Sar. p- 9a, 93. ^ ^bnau's life of Alfi^d* 
I*. i4f. edit. 1709. '' Alftr. p. 9, M. Wefl. p. tm 

■^ ASa. p. 1 1. Chron. $ax. p. 86, 87. M. Weft. p. 17S. 
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7* HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

C H AP.Apnldore. " Haftings 'himfelf, commanding 3 fleet of 
H- eighty fail, entered the Thames ", and fortityiiig Milton 

V"""^"""* in Kent, b^an to Spread hi» forces over the cduntry, anef 
to commit the mod dedru^iveravages. But Alfred, on 
the firft alarm of this defceht, 6cw to the defence of his 
people, at the head of a felcd band of foldiers, whom 
he always kept about his own pcdbn ' ; and gathering to 
him the inned militia from all quarters, appeared In the 
fidd with a force foperior to the enemy ". All ftraggling 
partiei, whom neceflity or love of plunder had drawn to 
a diftance from their chief encampment, -were cot off 
by. the Engliih ^ ; and thefe pyrates, inftead of encreafin^ 
lhcirfp<^l, found themfelvei cooped up in their fortifica- 
tions", and obliged to fubfiH by the plunder which they 
bad brought from France. Tired of imslituation, whiclt 
muft in the end prove ruinous to them, the Dunes at 
Apuldore rofe fuddenly from their encampment, "with art 
intention of marching towards the Thames^ and paflirg 
over inloEffex: But they efcaped not the vrgilance of 
Alfrcdf who encountered them at Farnham, put them to 
rout", feized all their horfes and baggage, and ehaced 
the ninaiyayson board fheir fhips, which carried them 
op the Colne to Merfey in Effei, where they entrenched 
(hemfelves. Haflings, at tho fanne time, and probably 
by coqcerl, made a like movement ; atld deferting Milton, 
look pofieffion of Bamflete, near the ifle of Canv'ey in 
the £une county ** ; where he haftify threw up fertihca- 
tiona for his defence againft the power of Alfred. 
- UwPORTUNATELY for theEnglilh, Gothrun, prince 
of the Eafl-Anglian Danes, had died ; as. had alfo 
Gulhred, whom the king had appointed governor of the 
NoTlhumbriaos ; and thefe refltefs tribes being no longer 
' reftrained by.the authorityof their princes, and being 

... encouraged by the appearance of fo great a body of thetr 
covntryitlen, broke imo rebellion, (hook off the autho- 
lity. of Alfred, and yielding to their inveterate hitbits of 
war afid depredation ', embarked on board two hundred 
"»nd forty vcfTcIs^^ and appeared before Exeter in the 



• -" Cfatn. Sax. p. 91, 92. H. Hunt. lib. 5. ' A0cr. 

•^19. " Chion; Sax p. 92. ^ Cbron. Sax. p 92. 

w TioT. Wigom. p. 595. " Gbron. Sax- p. 93. Flor. 

Wigotn. p, $9;. ^ Chron. Sax p. 93. " CuroDj Sox ^ 
$z. . SFlor. Wigprn-^ S96. 
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■weft of England, Alfred loft not a moment in o^bfing C W A P;' 
this new enemy. Having left Tome, forces at London to H. 
make head againft Hayings and the other Dant), he*^^'~V"*-' 
marched Suddenly to the weft * ; and falling Oil the rebels" 
before they were aware, purfued them to their Ihips widi 
great flanghter. The enemy failing next to SufTex, be-' 
gan to plunder the country near Chichefter } bnt the order, 
which Alfred had every where eftablifhed, fufficcd here, 
without his prefence, for the defence of theplace ; andtbd 
rebels, meeting with a new repiilfe, where raaitf of 
them were killed, and fome of their fliipi taken', were 
obliged to put to Tea and were difcouraged from attempt 
ring any other enterprire. - ' " 

MeaSwhiie, the Danifti invaders in Effex, having 
vnited their force under the cbrhmand of Hsrftings, ad- 
vanced intoihe inland country, and made fpoilof all 
•around them; bhr had foon reafon to repent of their tc- 
inerity. The Engfiih army, left In London, ■afliftedbya 
tody of the citizens, attacked the enemy's entrenchment* 
at jBamflete, overpowered the garrifon, and having exe- 
cuted CTeat llaughter upon them, carried off the wife and 
two Ions of Haflings"^, Alfred generoufly fpared theft 
"captives ; and even reftored them to Haftings ", on con- 
~ditionth3t he ftiould depart thelin^dom. 



' "" Chron' Sax. ji. 93. . 'Kftunt: pT) 5. 
j> 96? Flor.Wi&om. p. S96 '■•Chfoi 

'Weftvp. 178.'-. " M. Weft; p. 179.-. , 
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•jS HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

C H A P> viCkoryt. he relblved to tnifl nothh^ to chance, fautTS-. 
H. ther tomafter bis enemies by fanunethan afTault. They 
V— V ^^ were rEduced to fudi extrcmitica, thai, having eat iheir 
own horfei| and having muy of them perifhed with bun*. 
ger\ they made » dcfperate fally upon the Englilh ;, 
tnd thoo^ the greater number fell in the a3ion, a con- 
fidcrable body made thek eTcape^. Thefe roved abouC 
for fome time in EnglaBd, ftill purfued by the vigilance 
of Alfred i they attacked Leice^er with fuccefs, defends 
cd tbemfelves in Hartford, and then fled to C^atfoida 
wheie they were finally broken and fubdued. The fmal^ 
remaini of them either difperfed themfelves among tfao^ 
countrymen in Northumberland and £all> AngliA *, of 
bad recourifc again to the fea, where they e»rciled piyracy, 
under the command of Sigefeit, a Norlbumbr'ian. Tht^ 
free-booter, well acquainted with Alfred's navalprepara- 
tiona* had framed veflels of a new coDllru3ion> higher, 
and tooger, and fwiftei', than thofe of the Englifh : Eut 
the king loon Oiewed his fuperior ikill, by buUduig velTel^ 
ftill higher^ and longer, and iwifter, than thofe of thf 
KoTthtunbrians " ; and falling upon them, while they 
were exercilii^ their ravages in the wefl, he took twenty 
of their (hips ; and having tried all the prifoners at Wioy 
chefter, he hanged them as pyrates and as the commop 
enemies of mankinds 

The well-timed fevctity of this execution, together 
with the excellent pofture of defence, ellablifhcd ever^ 
where, reftored full tranquillity in England, and prp* 
vided for the tiitin-e fccurity of the government. The 
Eail-Ai^lian and Northumbrain Danes, on the fird ap- - 
pearance of Alfred upon their frontiers, made anew the 
moll humble fubmilGons to him ; and he thought it pru- 
dent to take them un<ler his immediate government, with" 
out elUblifluog over diem aviceroy of thetr own tution". 
The Wflfh ^fo acknowledged his authority; and this 
ipeat prince had now, by prudence andjufUceand valov, 
cftablifhcd his fovcrcignty over all the fouthern psrts pf 
the iUand, trom the Englifh channel to the frontiers pf 
Scot- 



■" Chioo. Sax. p. 94. M. Weft. p. 179. Plor. Wigora. 
<9& - ^ ChroB. Sax. p. ^. - ^ Cbron. Sax. p- 97. 
Cliion.SaK.p 98. H. Hunt. tih. <. Alur. Bcreil. p, 107. 



c Chron. Sax. p. 99. |i. Hunt. Ub. $. I*. Welt. p. 
Alurcd Beverl. p. 107. " Flor.Wigom. p. 598. 
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Sctidatidi When }ie died, in the vigour of hit ^andCHAP. 
the foil (trength of his faculties, after a g^ious reign of n. 
nventy-irine years tad h half ^ j in which he defcrvedly -' '— ' 
an«iiKd the am^^Harion of Alired rhe Great, and the title 9^' ' 
«f Foutidar ot (he BngliHi monarchy. 

The merit of this prince, both in private and public 
life, may with advantage be fet in oppofition to that of 
aay tnoiiarch or citizen, which the annaU of any age or 
«ny aaliont can prefent to us. He feems indeed to be the 
model of that perfed charader, which, under the deno* 
mination of a fage or wife man, the philofm)h«-s have beeii 
fanA of delineating, rather as a iidion ot their imagin»> 
tion, ^n in liopes of ever feeing it really cxifting : So 
faippiiy were all his virtues tempered together; fo juftly 
vrvK ihcy blended ; and To powerfully did each prevent 
<be other ftom exccedir^ its proper bounds I He knew how 
to Dondliate the moft entcrprizing fpirit with the coolcft 
moderation ; the moft obflinate perfeverance with the 
eaiieU flexibility j the moft fevere jufticc with riie gentleft 
lenity ; (he greatetl vigour in conimand with the greateft 
afiabdity of deportment " ; the highefl capacity and in- 
clination for fcie nee, with the mofl fnining talents foradion. 
His civil and his military virtues are almofl equally the 
objeds of our admiration ; excepting only, that the 
as wdl as more 
pplaufe. Nature 
rodu3ion of her 
lad beftowed on 
ir of limbs, dig- 
ngaging and open 
owing him into 
torians worftiy to 
wilh to fee him 
ith more parti cu' 
ve Tome of thofe 
li, Bs R tatui, it is 
I. 

t idea of Allircl't 

« to bii miUtBry 

exploits, atol were not ifnrc p»licalar in t>ar acooantof 

his inftilutions for the execution of juflice, and of hti 

zeal for the encouragement of arts and fciences. 

■ ■ ■ After 



■ A*r. p. u. Qam. Btx. p. 99. * Affir. p. l j. 

® Afler, p. s. 
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EHSP. After Alfred had fubdued and fettled or cxptUedtht 
n. Danes, hefcundthe kingdom in the mod wretched com 
*'~v— -• dition ; lying in defolation from the ravages of thofc 
barbarians, and thrown into dlforders, which werecalca- 
Uied 10 perpetuate its mifery. Though the great iirmie* 
of the Danes were broke, the country was ruH of llrag- 
gliog troops of that nation, who, being accuilomed to 
Uveliy plunder, were become incapable of induftry, uid 
who, from the natural ferocity of their manners, in- 
dulged themfelves in (he commiflion of violence, even 
beyond what was requifite to fupply their neceflities. The 
Englifh themfelves, reduced to the moll extreme indigence 
i bythefe continued depredations, had Ihaken off all bands 

* of government ; and ihofe who had been plundered to- 

\ day, betook themfelves to a like diforderly life, and from 

dd'pair joined next day the robbers in pillaging and ruin- 
ing their fellow-citizens ". Thefe were the evils, for 
which it was necelTary that the vigilance and activity of 
> Alfred fliould provide a remedy. 

K That he might render the execution of juftice RriGt 

^, - and regular, he divided all England into counties ; thefe 

{i counties he fubdivided into hundreds ; and the hundreds 

■^. - into tythings '. Every houfcholder was anfwerable for the 

- behavtcur of his family, and his flaves, and even of his 
j : gvells, if they lived above three days in his houfe". 
I : Ten. neighbouring boufeholders were formed in- 
r- to one corporation, who, under the name of a lything, 
^,. decennary, or fribourg, were anfwerable for each other'* 
' • conduS, and over whom one perion,_ called a tything- 

: man, , headbourg, or borfbolder, was appointed to prefide. 
t Every man was punilhed as an outlaw, who did not rc- 
V gtller himfelf in fome tything ^ : And no man could change 
.ihis habitation, without a warrant and certificate from 
; - .the borlholder of the tything, to which he formerly be- 

- longed. 

',; . When anyperfon in any tything or decennary was 
guilty of a crime, the borfholder was fummoned to ati- 

; iwer foit hitn ; and if he was not willing.to.be ftirety for 

hi» appewaace and his clearing himfelf, the criminal was 

:'~ '[.^costtnittedtoprifoo, and th^%. detained till his trid. if 

i , : . he 

,n , ■ H yf^iJUlm. lib. a cap 4 M Weft. £.177. ' W. 

Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4 Ingulf, p. 2S Brompton, p. 818. 
..CbroiESt. PenideBmgo, p,2a. "^ Leg,St..Ed».ca». 27. 
'^ Ingulf, p. 38. '''.'.'.■.■-■ 
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he fled, ehher before or after finding fureties, tlie borC-CHAP/ 
holder and decennary becsme liable to enquiry, and C- 
were expofed to the penalties of law ". Thirty-one days *-~v~"'' 
were allowed them for producing the criminal^ and if 
that time elapled without their being able to find him, 
the boriholder, with two other members of the decennary, 
was obliged to appear, and together with three chief mem- 
bers of the three neighbouring decennaries (making 
twelve in all) te fwear that his decennary was free from aU 
privity both of the crime committed, and of the efcape 
of the criminal. If the borniolder could not find fuch a 
number to.anfwer for their innocence, the decennary was 
compelled by fine to make fatisfadion to the king, ac- 
cording to the degree of the o-ime ". By this inflitution 
every man was obliged from his own intereft to keep a 
watchful eye over the condud of his neighbours; and was 
In a manner furety for the behaviour of thofe who were 
placed under the divifion, to which he beloneed : Whence 
tbefe decennaries received the name of fratdc-pledges. 

Such a r^ular dillribution of the people, with fucb 
a ftri3 confinement in their habitation, may not be necef- 
fary in times, when men are more enured to obedience 
and juftice ; and it might perhaps be r^arded as deftruc ■ 
tive of liberty and commerce in a polifhed flate ; but it 
was well calculated to reduce thefe fierce and licentioo* 

Seople under the falutary reftraint of law and government* 
ut Alfred took care to temper thefe rigours by other in- 
flitutions favourable tp the freedom and fecurity of the 
citizens ; and nothing could be more populai; and liberal 
than his plan for the adminiflration of juftice. The 
borfiiolder fummoned tt^ether his whole decennary to affifl: 
him in deciding any leffer" difference, which occurred a- 
mong the members of this fmall community. In affain 
of greater moment, in appeals from the decennary, or 
in controverfies arifing between piembers o£ different 
decennaries, the caufe was brought before the hundred^ 
whi,di confiAed of ten decennaries, or a hundred families 
of freemen, and which was r^ularly alTerabled once in 
four weeks, for the deciding of caufes ", Their pieihod 
of decifion deferves to be noted, as being the wigin of 
juries; 

^ W. Maltn. lib. a. cap. 4. " hega St. Edw. ci^. aa 
apud WilUns, ,B-' 3*^'- ■ *'. i^g- ^w. cap. s. 
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CHAR jttriei; «n inflitonon, admirable in illclf» and the t>eft 

IL c^«uUtcd for th< prerervation of liberty and the admi'- 
'"■■''" '— ' DiftratioD of judice, that erer was dcvifcd by the wit of 
man. Twelve freeholders were chofent who having 
fworn, together wiilKlhe hundreder or prcTidtng ma- 
giflrotc of that divi&niVto adminifter impartia) juflice **, 
proceeded to the examination of that caufe^ which was 
fubmitted to their jarifdiQton. And befide thefe monthly 
ineetiiigB of the hundred, there was an aifnual meeting, 
appoiflted for a more general infpeSion of the police of 
the diArifi ; for the enquiry into crimes, the corredion of 
abulct in magillrates, and the oUiging every petfon to 
fliew the decennary in which he was regiftered. TTie 
peofJc, in imitation of their anceftors, the amieitt Oer- 
mans, a0embled there in arnts; whence a hundred was 
(bmetimes called a wapentake, and its court ferred both 
lor the fupport of military difcipline, and for die admtni- 
flration of ciril juHice % 

The next fuperior court to that of the hundred was the 
county-court, which met twice a year alter Michaelmas 
and Eailer, and confifted of all the freeholders of the 
oniDtT, who pofTeiTed an equal vote in the decifion of 
cauiin. The biOiop prHided in this court, together with 
ihe alderman ; and the proper objeft of the court wa) 
dw receiving appeals from the hundreds and decen- 
narie, and deciding fuch controverfies as arofe between 
men of different hundreds. Formerly, the alderman 
pcfTcQcd both the civil and military authority ; but At' 
Ired, fen^ibte that this conjundion of powers rendered 
the nobility dangerouc and independent, appointed alfo a 
fhcriff ineach county ; who enjoyed a co-ordinate autho- 
rity with the former in the judicial fun3ion *. His offict 
alio impowered him to guard the rights of the crown ifl 
the coninv, and to levy the fines impofed; which in 
that agt fornicd no eoniemptible part of the puMtc re* 
venoe. 

Th&ke lay an appeal, in default of jti(Hc«, from all 

tfaefe courts to the liing himfi^f in countil ; and as th« 

peofdtv fcDfiUeof the equity and great talents of Mfred^ 

placed 

' Pcedus Alfied, and Gothum, apud WiUtins, cap. J. p. 47. 
L«fr Ethriftani, cap. a; d(ud WiIMas, p. ^l LL. Etheh. $. 
4. Wilkins, p. 117. .<t^pelRiai> a -vfcir Wtpftrttlir. 

* Ingulf, p. 870. 
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- pUced their chief coi^euee In him, he was ibon over- CHAP. 
whelmed with appeals from all parts of Eiigtaod. He was ^■ 
indefatigable in the diipatch of thefe caufes * ; but find- ^""^v""^ 
ing that his time mod he entirely engrolled by tlus bcaiKh 
of duty, he refblved to obviate the inconvenience} hy 
correding the ignorance or coiiu|)tiaB of the inferior mt- 

.giftratcs, from which it aiofe^. He took care to have 
his nobility i&ftruSed in letteis and the laws ^ ; He <h<Ai 

■ the eaiJsand flteri& from amons^ men mofl cekbrated 
for prolnty and Itnowledge: He puniihed feverely sll 
sulveHation in office ^ : And he removed all the earls, 
whom he found unequal to the tniH ^ ; aHowing only 
Ibme of the moft ehlerly to ierve by t dJeputy, tin thor 

.death fhould make room for more worthy fuocellbrs. 

Thb better to fuide the magiflrates in the adminiftra- 
tion of juHioe, Aft'cd framed a body of laws; which, 
though now loll, iiErved long » the baiis of EiigUfli Jii- 
rifpriideace, and is generally cflsemcdjthe origin of wn^t 
is denominated xhe coumok law. He appointed re- 
gular meetii^ of the ftatcs of Engltnd twice 'a year in 
Loadoo'^; a city which he himfelf had repaired and 
beuitified, and wluch he thus rendered the capital of the 



" Afiir. p. ao. "^ Afler. p. i8, ar. Flor. WigoM. p. 
W4. AbbM Rievai: p. 3JS- ^ ^l'*- Wigom. p- 594. 
BmwtoB, p. S14, *^ Le Mkoir de Juftice, ch^. a. 
^ fiMT- p. SO. ^ Le iAktM de luflice. ^ Ingulf, p. 27. 
""' "■ - - RW*. •* 
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CHAP. jufticC) this great prince prderved the moil facred regard 
n, to the liberty of his people ; and it is a memorable fcnti-' 

V ^v— -^ ment preferved in his will, that it was jnft the Englifh 
fljould for ever remain as free as their own thoughts ^. 

As good morals and knowledge are atmoU tnfeparable* 
in every age, though not in every individual ; the care oJF 
Alfred for the encouragement of learning among his fub- 
je£b was aiKHhcr ufefu) branch of his legiflaiion, and 
tended to reclaim the Englifli from their former dtOcdute 
and barbarous manners : But the king was guided in this 
purfuit Icfs by political views, than by his natural bent 
and propenlity towards letters. When he came to the 
throne, he found the nation funk into the grofieft igno- 
rance and barbarifm, proceeding from the continued dtf- 
orders in the government, and from the ravages of the 
Danes: The monafteries were de{troyed, the mooka 
butchered or difperfed, their libraries burnt ; and thus the 
only feats of erudition in thofe ages were totally fubver- 
ted". Alfred himfelf complains, that on his accelTion he 
knew not one perfon, fouth of the Thames, who could 
~fo much as interpret the Latin fervice; and very few in 
the northern parts, who had reached even that pitch of 
erudition '. But this prince invited over the moft cele- 
brated fcholars from all parts of Europe ^ ; he eftaUilhed 
fdioob every where for the inftru3ion of his people; he 
founded, or at leall: repaired ° the univerfity of Oxford, 
and endowed it with many privilwes, revenues and im- 
munities ; he enjoined by law all n-eehdders pofTelTed of . 
twohydes''of landor more to fend their children to fchool 
for their inllru&ion ' ■ he gave preferment both in church 
and flate to fuch only as had made fome proficiency in 
knowledge * : And by all thefe expedients he had the plei- 
fure befire his death, to fee a great change in the face of 
aflnirs; and in a work of his, which is ,Aill extant, he 
congratulates himfelf on the progrefs which learning, 
under his patronage, had already made in England ''. 

But 

*= Afler. p. 24. » Affer. p, 18. ^ AlTer. p. 25- 

' Matth. Weft. b. 167. Cliron. Abb', de St.Petii de Burgo, 
p. ai. " Affer- p. 16. Anglig Sacra, vol. i. p. 207. 

" A hyde contained land fufficient to qmploy one ptou^ 
See. H Hunt lib 6. in A. D. 1008. Annal. Wavcrl. in A.D. 
1083. Gervafe of T^bury &ys it cotnmonlj contained about 
100 acres. • Abbas Rievallenfis, apud Spel " W. 

Malm. lib. 2, cap. 4. ^ Affer. p. 36, 27, 
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■ But the moft effeSual expedient, employed by AI-CH AP. 
fred, for the encouragement of learning, was his own H. 
extmple, and the conftant afliduity, with which, not- ''" ^ 
vrithftanding the mukifJicity and urgency of hii aEFairsi 
he cmploy^ed himfelf-in thepurfuits (^knowledge. He 
ufually divided his time into three equal portions; one 
■was employed in fleep, and the refedion of his body by 
diet and exercife ; another in the difpatch of fauliners ; a 
third in ftudy and devotion : And that he mi^ more 
exadly meafure the hours, he made ufe of burning tapers 
of equal lengths, which he fixed in lanthoms ** ; an ex- 
pedient fuited to that rude age, when the geometry of 
dialling and the tnedianifm of docks and watches were to- 
tally unknown. And by liich a r^ular diftribution of 
his time, tbo' he often laboured under great bodily in- 
firmities ", this martial hero, who fought in perfon fifty*, 
{ix battles by fea and lasd'^, was able, during a life of- 
no ettraordinary length, to acquire more knowledge, and. 
even to compofe more books, than moft ftudious men, 
though bled with the greateft leifureand application, have, 
in more fortunate ages, made the o^cd c^ their uninter- 
rupted induftry. 

Sensible, that the people, at all times, efpecially 
when their underHandings are obllrufted by ignorance' 
and bad education, are not much fufceptible of fpecula- 
tive inftru£tion, Alfred endeavoured to convey his mora- 
lityby apologues, parables, ftories, apophthegms, couched 
in poetry; and befides propagating among . his fabjeSb, 
fwmcr compofitions of that kind, which he found in the 
Saxon tongue^, hecxeidfed his vein in: inventing works 
of a like nature S- « well as in tranflatingftom the Greek 
the elegant fables of JEfop. He alfo gave Saxon tranfla- - 
tions of OroTius's and Bede's hiftories ; and of Bocthius 
concerning the confoluton of philofophy^. And he 
deemed it nowife derraatory ftom his other great charac- 
ters of fovereign, legiflator, wairior, and politician, thus 
G a i ; . to 

" Affer. p. 20. W. Malm, lib, a. tap. ^. Ingulf, p. 870. , 
Flcar. Wigorn. p. 594. Chnm. Abb. S. mil de Burgo, p. zi. 
An^ Sacra, virf- 1. p. ao8. " Afler, p. 4., 12, 13, 

17- M. Weft. p. 167. Flor. Wigotn. p 588. » W. 

Maim. lib. 4. cap. 4. ^ Afler. p. 13. Flor. Wigom. .598. 
^Spdman, p. 1x4. Abbes Rieval. p. 35$' Ann. Beveri.. 
p. 96. ^ W. Mahn, lib. 2- cap. 4. Brompton, p. 814. 
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C H A P.to lead ' tbe way to his pecpLe in the parliivs of litem- 
n. tore.' 

^^'""v**-^ Meanwhiex. thii fffincc w«8 not negligent to eiw, 
cQuraging ihe vnlgv and mechuuc^ Mts, which have « 
mote feimble, thoiiiglvnQt a ctofer coviwxion with the \n- 
terefls of foq«ty. He invited fratw atl quarters, is* 
duftnoas toieigrer&to rc>people hU countrV) which had 
beep.laid ddcdattihy the ravagesc^ the JIXa^es^ Hein-. 
trodioced Rnd encowaged mamifsdvirea of allkind^; ^nd 
no ^nv^ntor or impnavcr of any ingeniQU* aft did he f^f- . 
ferta.gouni;ewaf<kdT:^ He progti|Wd t^ien of a£tivit]r , 
tabatike themMves W navigalwn, to puOi comnocrc^, 
into the moll ^fllnt-ontintrica, and to ^oquire riches by, 
prepagaiiDg ittdiiflry among their fdhtw-citizens. He- 
I'm ^afiut a fevcnth pontitto of his oivo r^veiwe for th$ 
iB^ntnnii^a'iininlwraf.wotliQiQn,. wibwilw (ogfiiiq^y 
einp^yad in refauildiog AeruitMiiei|ies,| caAtcE, palafe^^ 
aod rponaAene»'''i Even the ci^giwcits ^f lira yf re , 
brcn^tbi him fiom;tlieMcd)ta;r3Dean:4i)d the Ind^eg^; 
and hi» liibje3», by &eing tbofe pHxlw^ions of the^ 
peaoB&iiasts, wcreta^^t to reif^Sc, the. tittues of juries 
and induHryt from which aione they could arife. Both 
Itving^anddaadit Ailiied was regar^edaiby JDre^nersno^lefs 
than his ownful^eifb, aa the greatfili pf ime after Charle-.- 
magnc who h^ appeared in Euroye.djirittg fevcralaget, 
and as one of tfacwbcA and bed whirbad. ever adorned the 
annals of any nation- . -.^ ' -. . :. 

Alfrxd had^'byhis wife, Etbelfwilha,. the d^gbter^ 
of a Merciari early cUne.fons and' three daughters. The 
eld^ fbni Edmind; :6ad widioat:t&e, in his fathery. 
iifctime. The" liiird, Ethelwerd, inherited his father's, 
paffion for letters, and.ljved a privitp life^ . The fccpnd* 
Edwtird, fuccd«led.to^ki5 power; and pa^ by the*ppel- 
iatibn of Edward tfce E^er, boing tJM. firH of th^^jite 
who^fot«nthe£ngliih>thraQei , ..,^ 



E D W A R O the Elder. 

THIS pnnce,'^o:eqiiaAed.?hi(/faUier in AnJitary 
talents, thouglv inferior to h^ in -knowledge and 
erudition^ found- immediately, dnhis^ aeceAIoti, afp^-- 

■.■\' :''"•'■■' ' mea- 

,= Aftr.p. 13. horvWigom, p..s?8. ■ '^ Affer. p. 20.- 
" Affer. p. M) W Malm. lib. 2 cap. 4,, ' flor. Wigom, p. 
594. ^ W.MalmeC lib. a. cap. 4.- a W. Malmcf. lib. - 
2. cap. J. Hoveden, p. 421. 
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men of that turbulent life, which uiended dl priscetiGH AP. 
and even all individualsf in an age when men, lefs r- II- 
ftrained by law or juftice, and lefs occupied by induftry, '-""*"■ ''. 
had DO other aliment for their inquietude, but Wars, in- 
furreaions, convullions, rapine, and depredation. E^el- 
Wald, his coulin-gemian, fon to king Ethdbert, Ae elder 
brother of Alfred, infifted on his preferable right tti the 
throne^; and aritling his partizane, took potfcdltln of 
Winburne, where he leeMed determined to defend Mm* 
felf to the lad extremity, and to await the il&e of bit 
pretenfions ". But when the king approached the town 
with a great army, Ethelwatd, having the profped of 
certain d«fln]3ion, made his' efeape, and fled fiHl inre 
Normandy, and thence into Northumberland'^; whftit hfe- 
hop^, that the people, who had b«en recently lubtlued 
by Alfred, aild *ho were impatiant of peace, weuM, on 
the intelligenct of that great prince't deuh, feize tlit firft 
pretence ot opportunity of rebcHioH' The event did M&t 
difsppoiitt hi> eitp^ationG: The Nonhnmbrittt de- 
dved forhim"; and Ethelwald, havitfg thut cMiRi!a<ed 
hb intercft With the Danifti tribes, want beyond fes, ^id 
vd&tSii^ a body df thtfe fi-ee-b«otcr(, he excited ^ 
1v)p4^ of all thoTe who had been accufloitied to fl^fltiy 
rapitife and violence ^ The E>ll-Ai^iati Dftfi«|MWtd 
his pirty: THt Fiye-bai^cfs, who were feat*d in'lbc 
heart of M^-eia, began to put thetnCslves in motten t '**d 
the EngKfli found that they were again metilctd with 
thftfe cdnTBlfiflns, from which the valour and policy df 
Alft^ had lb latdy redeemed theiti. The rebels, henM 
by EthelW'ald, mtit an incurfloa inw the oountits «f 
GlocfifU*, Oxford, and Wilts; a*d havine euorcifed 
their ravagesin thefe placet, (hey rftJrld with their bodty; 
hthii the ili^i 4h6 had affltmUii his army. Wis able 
t6 stjlWIMKh ^An. Edwardi whoever, who was dflci-- 
jftiftM %it his ittep^attens fhtxAi ftot be fruirlGft, tm~ 
dfi&ed bit fiMiits iMo ^bfl-Afl^ii, ih6 retaliated 4he ift- 
jufite rffcith (he itiMWtahts hi*d csmiftittfed, by fp^idttig 
Vi<i IHte devallation among them *". Satiatsd with re< 
venge, 

* tfanA an. p 99, idb- , » CWoh.^. p. ibb. K 
Hmfflw. lib. J. II. iji c Brtniptan, p. tp. " CBfota. 
bax.b;16o H. Hiifitin|.JibMf). 35i. " Chroh. Sa±. p. 
t^ ^Hb. mMfetddemtA ^. ii. ' H.Htiiit- 
ing. lib. J. p. )jx. ir^VAf ^. t}ti.- 
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CHAP, vei^c. Slid loaded with booty, he ^ve orders to retire-; 
n. But the authority of thele antient Kings, which was feeble 

V-V^^^in peace, was not much better obeyed in the field ; aod 
the Kentilh men, greedy of more fpoil, ventured, con- 
trary to repeated orders, to Rny behind him, and to take 
up their quaftere in Bury°- This difobcdiencemoved in 
the iOue fortunate to Edward. The Danes aflaulted the 
Kentiih men ; but met with fo ftout a refiftance, that 
though they gained the field of battle, they bought that 
advant^ by the lofs of their braved leaders, and amoi^ 
the reft,^ that of Ethelwald, who perifhed in the ac- 
tion **. The king, freed from the fear of lb dangerous a 
competitor, made peace on advantageous terms with the 
Eaft-^les '. 

In ocder to reftore Ei^and to fuch a ftate of tranquil- 
lity as it was then capable of attaining, noi^t was want- 
ing but thelubiedionof theNorthurabiaiis, who, aflifled 
by the fcattered Danes in Mercia, continuity infelled the 
bowels of the kingdom. Edward, in order to divert the 
force of thefe enemies, prepared a fleet to attack them 
by fea; hoping, that when his forces speared off their 
coall, they muft at leaft remain at home, and provide 
for dieir defence ". But the Northumbrians were le^ 
anxious to fecure their own property than greedy to con^ 
mit fpoil on their enemy ; and concluding, that the chief 
fiarce of the Englilh was embarked in the fleet, they 
thought the opportunity favourable, and entered Edward's 
territories with all their forces^. The king, who was 
prepared againft this event, attacked them on their return 
at Tetenhall in the county of Stafford, put them to rout, 
recovered all the booty, and purfued them with great 
{laughter into their own country ". 

All the reft of Edward's reign was a fcene of con- 
tinued and fuccelsful adion againft the Northumbriant, 
the Eafi'Angles, the Five-burgers, and the foreign Danes, 
who invaded him from Normandy and Britani^ ". He 
was as provident in putting his kingdom in a pofiure of 
defence, 

^ ChioB.Sax. p.ioi. H. Hunting, lib. £. p. 352. ^Chnm. 
Sax. p. loi. Brompt<m, p. 83a. ' Cbroo. Sax. p. 10a. 
Bron^too, p. Sja. Math-Wdt. p. 181. ^ H. Hunung. 



lib. s- p. %tt. ^ Chroo. Sax. p. 102. Flor. Wigoro. ^ 
593i " Hoveden, p. 421. H. Himtaij., lib. j- p- 3S»- 
" Chnm.3ax.p. 105. 9r^nptan, p. 8*3.,, '. 
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defence^ as vigorous in aiTaulting the enemy ". He for- C H A P, 
tificd the rowns of Cheftcr, Eddefbury, Warwic, Cher- D. 
bury, Buckingham, Towceftcr, Maidoti, Huntingdon, '—v"^ 
and Colcheter. He fought twogrest bottles at Temsfbrd 
and Maldon ', He vaoquiflied Thurketill, a great idanifh 
chieftain, and oUiged him to retire with his loUowers into 
France, in queft of fpoil and adventures % He fubdued 
the Eaft-Angles, and forced them to fwear aUegiance to 
him : He expelled the two rival princes of NorUnimber- 
land, Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired) for the prc- 
fent, the dominion of that province : Several tribes of 
the Britains were fubjeQed bv him ; and even the Scots, 
who, during the reign of Egbert, had, under the con- 
dud of Kenneth, thejr ting, encreafed their power, by 
the Enal fubjeSioo of the FiQs, were however obliged tp 
give him marks of fubroilSoo ^. In alt thefc fortunate 
atdiievemeots he was aflifted by tjie aSivity and pru- 
dence of his fiAer Ethelfleda who was widow to Ethelbert, 
earl of Mercia, and who, after her hulbiind's death, re* 
tained the government of that province ^. This princeTs. 
whp had been reduced to extremity in child-bed, refiifed 
afterwards all commerce with her hulband ; not from 
any weak fuperflition, as was common in that age, but 
becaufe the deemed all domeAic occupations unworthy of 
her mafculine and ambitious fpirit ^. She died before 
ber brother " ; and Edward, during the remainder of his 
reign, took upon himfelf [the immediate government of 
Mercia, which before had been in fome meafure inde- 
pendent of the crown ^. The Saxon Chronicle fixes the 
death of this prince id 925 ^ : His kingdom devglved tg 
Athelftao, his natural fon . 

AT H E L- 

** W. Mahn. lib. X' ^p- S- Hoveden, p. 491, 'Cbnnu' 
Sax. p. 108. Plor. Wigoni. p. 601. 'CChroa. Sax. p. 106. 
* Chron. Sax. p. no. Hoveden, p. 421. ' H. Hunting. 
% 5- P 353- '^ W. MabneC hi 2. cap ;. Math. Wei 
p. 182. logidf, p 28. Htgdea, p. a6t. " Chron. Sax. 
p. 109. ^ CbnuL Sax. p. 1 10. Srompton. p 831. ^ Page 
no. 2 W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 6. Brompton, p. 831. 
Mad.. Weft. p. iSe. . ' '^ 
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A T H E L S T A N. 

TH E ftaiti tn this prince** birth was not, m ihofis 
times, deemed fo coiHidersblc m to exclude him 
firooi the throne : and AtlieHhn, being of an age, 33 welt 
as of a capacity, fitted for government, obtained the pre^ 
ftrence to EdwanPi younger children, who, thocgh legi- 
timate,, were of too tender years to rtilc a nation fo much 
) fbrcign tnvafion and to domeftic convul-- 
fifconteitts, however, prevaHed on hie ac- 
Ifred, a nobleman of confiderablc power, 
icoui^ged' to enter into a conCptracy aganill 
'ent is related by hilh>rians with circom- 
ihe reader, according to the degree of cte- 
i to gjve them, may impute either to the 
iite, #ho forged them, or to their artifice, 
im to rtuke ihem real. Alfred) it is fait), 
Wfl ftrortg fufpicions, birt without any cef- 
nly denied the conTpiracy imputed to him ; 
» juilify himfelf, he offered to fwear to hia 
e the Pope, whofe perfon, it was fuppofed, 
fuperior SaxiEfity, that no one could pre- 
fatfe oath in his prcfence, and yet hope to 
icdiate vengeance of heaven. The king 
accepted of the condition, and Alfred was conduded to 
Rome ; where, either coiifcious of his innocence, or nCr 
gtcOTDg the fupPF^ition, to which he appealed, he ven- 
tured to make the oaih required of him, before JohR,, 
who then filled the papa]- chair. But no looner hadhe 
pronounced the fatal words, than he fell into cOnvulIions, 
of which ifl three days after he expired. The king, as if 
(Be guilt of the confpirator were now fully afcertained, 
conitfeated his cAate^ and made a prefent of }t to the mo- 
saflecy of MyhnciBury ^ ; fecure that no doubts wouM 
«v« tiKiMeforib hfrcntartaiiied ^ncernin^ the juilice of 
hv^roaeeding:^. 

Tm dominion of At^elAanwfas Ho iporler cflabtifli«d 
^OTgr his Btftf ift ftdlpa^ than he pi ai e tt w u ged to ^cs &- 
cbriiftd Acgo«^mfl^nf, by pntvidir^ againft the iiffar- 
reftions of the Danes, which had creafel f*; ntnefi <tMw- 
bance to his predecefTors. He marched into Northumber- 
land; 

? W. Malmef lib. j. cap. 6. Spell, CoBC- p. 407. 
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land ; and fmding, ttnit thcinhabitaiits bore wMiinpa-Cn AP* 
xience the En^fh yoke, be thought it pnidorrt To give St- U. 
thric, ji £>»iHh noUcman* the title of king, and to attach '"■"V^y 
him Ki his intesa&x, fay i wa rr j in g hiiD to hit Jifttr, E<ti' 
th» *. Bu* ihii policy prowd by accident ike (burce oC 
«)angeroiu confequenceA. Sttlinc di«d in 1 tweUenKmth 
after ; and his two fons br a fbrnwr marriage, Afilaf and 
Godftid, founding prctcnfions on their father's dxvsrion* 
sfiiimed the lortnigaty, witkout waiting for AlhdftaiA 
conlinM. Tbeywere foon exf>dled by the power of that 
tnonarcfa ; and the former took Ihelier in Ireland, as thc~ 
tatter did in Scotland ' ; vittrt he rccovcd, dart^ f«rac 
Time, protcflion from ConAamine, who then enjoyed the 
crown of that kingdom. The Scottifh prince, however, 
cont rasalty folictted, and emn menaced, by AthdlVafi, at 
laft promifedtodehverdp hisgaeft; bat fecrerty det«QinS 
this treachery, he gave Godfred warning to m;^A fc'a es- 
cape ^; and that fugitive, after fabfiSing %y pyracy for 
fpme years, freed the king, by his death, from any fiirthet' 
anxiety. AthoJUan, refaiting CoRftantine^s behaviour, 
entered Scotland with a great army ; and ravaging the 
country wth trnpimity ", tie r ednccd the Scots to focli 
tliftrefs, tttat their king was content to preferve his crown, 
l^y making the moft humble fubmifTisns to ttfc enemy. 
TheEn^ifli tiiftoriaas affert", that Conftantins did ho- 
mage to Athelftan for his whole kingdom ; and ihey ad^ 
that the latter prince, being urged by his cosrtters to polk 
the prefent ^vonraHe oppf»riuiiity, and cntirriy fabdne 
Scotland, reyhed, that it was, more glorioos to confsr 
4han conquer Icingdoms '. But thde annals, k moertaiii 
and imperfeft in themfcWes, lofe all credit, whennatumal 
f)repo(Teffi9n« and animolities ha»e place : And on that ac- 
count, the Scots hifiorians, -who, wiihoat harir^ any 
mare knartrltdge of the matttF, firennoofly dcoy the faft, 
fcem more worthy of belief. 

Cot*3t|iH-riHs, whether he owed the retaining h» 
^own to the moderation of Aihelftan, who was unwilling 



* Alured Be?eil f . 109. W. Mdmef lib- 2. cap. 6. Ho- 
vedea, ^. ^a« " W. Mahnef Kb. a. cap. 6. ^ W. 
MalmeC lib. 2 cap. 6. ^ Cluon Sax. p iii. HoTedcs, 

t, 432. H. Hunting lib. 5. p. J54. " ftoveden, p 42a. 
W. MalmeC ft. a. alp. 6. ftompton, p. &j8. Hig- 
flea, p. a62. Anjlia Sacii^ toI. i, p. 21a. 
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C H A P. to employ all his advantages againft him, or to the policy 
II> of that monarch, who cfteemed the humiliation of aa 

''■^^■^ enemy a greater acquificion than the fubjedion of a dif- 
contcnted and mutinous people, thoughtjthe behaviour of 
the Engllfh more an objeftof refentment than of gratitude. 
He entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, who had col- 
leded a great Body of Danifli pyratcs, whom he found 
hovering in the Irifli Teas ; and with fome Wehh princes, 
who were terrified with the growing power of Athelftan : 
And all thefe allies made by concert an irruption with a 
great army into England. Athelftan, colieding his forces, 
met the enemy near Brunfbury in Northumberland, and 
defeated them in a general engagement °. This viftory 
was chiefly afcribed to the valour of Turketul, the Eng- 
lilli chancellor : For in Ihofe turbulent ages, no one was 
fo much occupied in civil employments, as wholly to lay 
afide the military charader ^. 

There is a circumftance, not unwonhy of notice, 
which hiftorians relate with regard to the iranfaSlons of 
this war. Anlaf, on the approach of the Englifli army ■ 
thought, that he could not venture too much to enfure a 
fortunate event ; and employing the artifice formerly prac- 
lifed by Alfred againft the Danes, he entered the enemy's 
camp in the habit of a minftrel. The ftratagem was foe - 
the prcfent attended with a like fuccefs. He gave fuch fa- - 
tisfa£lion to the foldien, who flocked about him, that 
they introduced him to the king's tent ; and Anlaf, having 
played before that prince and his nobles during their repaft, 
was difmified with a handfome reward. His prudence kept 
him from refufing the prefenl ; but his pride determined 
him, on his departure, to bury it, while he fancied that 
he was unefpied by all the world. But a foldier in AtheU 
ftan'scamp, who had formerly ferved under Anlaf, had 
been ftruck with fome fufpicion on the firft appearanceof 
the minfh-el; and was engaged by curiofity to obferve all 
his motions. He regarded this laft adioo as a full proof 

of 

^ Clu^n. Sax. p. iia, 113. W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 6. 
Ethelwerd, cap. 5. H. Hunting, lib. ;. p. 3^4- Ofliene, 
p. So. Brampton, p. 839. Flor. Wigoni. p. 003. Math. 
Weft p. 1B6, Ingulf, p 37. 

•* The office of chancellor among the Anglo-Saxons rcfem- 
bletlmorethat of alecretatyofftate. than ibat of our prefaf 
chancellor. See Speloian in voce CatiftUarmt. 
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of AnUf's difginre; and he immediately carried theintdi-CH AP* 
ligence to AthdfUn, who blamed him for not fooner giv- B. 
ing him information, thai he might haveTeizcd hisene-^" w*"-^ 
<ny. But the foldier told him, that as he had formeHf 
fworn fealty to Anlaf, he could never have pardoned him- 
felf the treachery of betraying and ruining his antienc mas- 
ter ; and that Athelftan him|«lf, xfter ftxh an inllance <^ 
his criminal condud, would have equal reafon to doubt of 
hh allegiance. Athelftan, having praifed the genero(itf 
of the ioldier's principle], rcflcS^ on the incident, which 
he forefaw might be attended with important confcqucnces. 
He removed his ftation in the camp ; and as a bilhop ar^ 
rived that evening with a reinforcement of troops, (forthe 
ccclefiaftics were then no lefs warlike than the civil m^ 
giftrates) he occupied with hi) train that very place which 
had been left vacant by the king's removal. The precaa- . 
tioa of Athelftan was found prudent : For no fooner had 
darbiefs fallen, than Anlaf broke into the camp, and haT- 
tening diredly to the place where he had left the king^ 
tent, put the bifiiop to death, before he had time to prc- 
jparc for his defence '. 

There fell feveral Damfh and Welfli princes in the 
adion of BrunAury"} and Conftantinc and Anlaf made 
their etape with difficulty, leaving the greateft part of 
their army on the field of battle. After thia fuccdt, 
Athelftan enjoyed liis crown in tranquillity; and he is re- 
garded as one of the ableft and moft a^ive of thofe an- 
licnt princes. He paOcd a remarkable law, w)iich Wj)s 
calculated for the encouragement of commerce, and whtcti 
it required Ibme largenefs of mind, in that age, to have 
devifed : That a merchant, who had made three loiig 
fea-voyages on his own account, (houM be admitted to 
the rank of a thane or gentleman. This prince died at 
Glocefter in the year 941 ^, after a reign of ftxtecn years; 
and was fuccecded by his brother Edmund- 

EDMUND. 



' W, Molfflc^ lib. 2. cap. 6. Higden, ^ 263. 
^ Brompton, p. S39. Ingulf, p M- 
*- Chr<»i.S». p. 114. 
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EDMUND. 

EDMUND, on his accelCon, met with dinurbimce 
from the reftlefs Northumbrians, who lay in wait 
for every opportunity of breaking into rebellion. But 
marclung fuddenly with his forces into their country, he 
fo oreriwed the rebels, thil they endeavoured to appeafe 
him by the moft hutnble fubniiflions ". In order to give 
him the furer pledge of their obedience, they offered to 
embrace Chriftianity ; a religion which the Engli(h Danes 
had frequently profelted, When reduced to difEculties, but 
which, for that very reafon, they regarded as a badge of 
fervttude, and (hook off as foon as a favourable oppotru- 
nity offered. Edmund, trufting little to their lincerity in 
this Forced fubmiflion, ufed the precaution of removing 
the Five-burgers from the towns of Mercia, in which they 
had been allowed to fettle ; faecaufe it was always found, 
that they took advantage of every commotion, and Intro* 
duced the rebellious or foreign Danes into the heart of the 
kingdom". He alfo conquered Cumberland from the 
Britains ; and conferred that territory on Malcolm, king 
of Scotland, on condition ihat he fhould do homage for it, 
and prote^ the north from all future tncurfions of the 
•Danes". 

EoMUift} was very young when he came to the crown ; 
yet Was his reign ftort, as his death was violent. One 
day, as he was rolemnizing a feftival in the ctmnty of Olo> 
cener, he remarked, lhat Leof, a notorious robber, whcHti 
he had fentenced to banifhmcnt, had yet the bddnefs to 
enter the hall where he himfeH dined, and to fit at tatte 
with his attendants. Enugedatthis infolefrce, heordernl 
him to leave the room ; bat on his refufing to obey, the 
king, whofe temper, natnralty choleric, was inflamed by 
this additional infuh, leaped on him himfelf, and ferteA 
him by the hair : But the ruffian, puihed to extremity, 
drew 



' W. Malinef lib. a. cap. y. Brompton, p. Sf?. 

H. Hui; ■ ■■• 

MuilKrfe, 
Ub. 1. cap. 7- HgvedcD, p- 423. Brompton, p. 857. Wa^ 



" Chrfm.Sax. p iia. H. Hunting, lib. 5. 
ton, p. 857. Chron, it Muiltdle, p. 148. 1 
Alur. Beverl. p, no. *' Chron. Sftz. p, if 5. 



[. p 1 1±. H. Hunting, lib. 5. p. 3;;. Broinp* 
i^hron. it Muiltdle, p. 148. Higden, p^ aO). 
no. ° Chron. Sftz. p, if;. W; nlaWC 

Wigom. p. 604. 
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4rew his dagger, and give Edmund a wound, oF irhkh CHAP. 
he imnnediiiKly expired ^ Th'i event happened in the H- 
year 946*^ and in the fixih year of the king's reign. '-'■■"'-' 
Kdcnund left male-iflfue, but fo young, that they were in- 
capable of governing the liingdom; and his brother, 
£dred, was promoted to the crown. 

E D R £ D. 

THE r^gn of this prince, at ihofe of his predeceT- 946. 
(on, WM diflurbed by the rebellions and itKurHons 
of the Northumbrian Danes, who, though frequently 
quelled, were never entirdy fabdued, nor had ever paid s 
flncere aUcgiance to the crown of England. The fuccef- 
fton of a new king Teemed to them a favourable opportuni- 
ty for Aaking off the yoke; but on Edred's appearance 
with an army, they made him their wonted fubmil]ionsf 
and the king having wafled the country with fire and fword, 
as a puniAtment of their rebellion ", obliged them to re- 
new their oatha of allegiance ; and he (Iraight retired with 
kis forces. The obedience of the Danes lafled no longer 
than the prefent terror. Provoked at the devaftations of 
Edred, and even reduced by ncceflity to fubfift on [^ud- 
rebellion^ and were a^in fub- 
indrufted by experience, took 
:hcir future revolt. He fixed 
mod confiderable towns ; and 
I governor, who might watch 
refa their infurredions 00 the 
;d alfo Malcolm, king of Scot- 
Tor the lands which he held in 

warlike, nor unfit for a3ive 
of the lowell fuperfUtion, and 
s confcience to the guidance of 
it. Dilnftan, abbot ^ Glaften- 
to ihe highed offices, and who 
aoce of faodity, the mofl vio- 
lent 

' W. Malmef Jib. 2. cap, 7. Hoveden, p. 423, Chron. 
dcMuibofe, p. 148. ' <^Chr(»i.S4x. p. 115. Math. Weft^ 
pr. iBS. Itvaif, p. 29- Brompton, p. S;8. ^ Hov«deD, 
p. 423. Wal^gford, p. 541. '^ Etbdwerd, cap. 7. 

Hoveden, p. 423. '^ Matth. Weft. p. 186, Higden, p. 
a6}. V W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 7. Brompton, p. 862. 
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CHAP. lent uid moll infolcnt amtntion. Taking advantage of the 

U- implicit truft repofed in him by the king, this churchman 

*~~*™~"' imported into England a new order of mmks, who much 

changed the flate of cccleliaAical affiiin, and excited, on 

Ibeir fird edabtilhment, the moll violent commotions. 

From the introdu£tion of Chriftianity among the Sax- 
tmt, there had been monaderies in England ; and thefa 
cflablifhrnents had extremely multiplied, by the donations 
of the princes and nobles ; whole fuperftition, derived 
fit>m their ignorance and precarisus life, and encreafed by 
remorfes for the crimes into which they were fo frequently 
betrayed, knew no other expedient fbr appeafing the Dei- 
ty i>nn a profiife liberality towards the ecclelta flics. But 
the monks had hitherto been a fpecies of fecular priells, 
who lived after the manner of the prefent canons or pre- 
bendaries, and were both intermingled, in feme degree, 
with the world, and endeavoured to render tbemfdves ule- ' 
fbl to it. They were employed in the edacation of 
youth * : They had the difpofal of their own time and in- 
dnflry : 1'hcy were not fiibjefted to the rigid rules of an 
order : They had made no vows of implicit obedience to 
iheir fuperiors* : And they ftill retained the choice, with- 
out quitting the convent, either of a married or a Tingle 
Kfe^. Butamiflakenprety had produced in Italy a new 
fpecies of monks, called Benedidines ; who, carrying Bir^ 
ther the plaufible principles of mortification, fecluded 
themlelves entirely from the world, renounced all claim to 
hberty, and made a merit of the mod inviolable chaflity. 
Thefe practices and principles, which fnperflition at firtl 
engendered, were greedily embraced and promoted by the 
policy of the court of Rome. The Roman pontiff, who 
was making every day great advances towards an abfolnte 
ibvereignty over the ecclefiaftics, perceived, that the ce- 
libacy aSotie of the cler^ would break off entirely their 
/' connexion with the civil power, and depriving them of 
( every other objcd of amt»tion, engage them to promote, 
with unceafing indullry, the grandeur of their own order. 
I He was Cinfible, that fo long as the monks were indulged 
/ at marriage, and were allowed families, they never could 

be 

, ^ OflKme, in Anglia Sacra, torn. a. p. 512, ^ fMbeme, 
p. 91. ^ See Wfaarton's notes to AJiglia Sactx, torn, 2. 
p. 91. GCTvafc, p. 1645. Chron. Wint MS. apod SpeL 
Cone, p, 434. . 
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be fubjcQed to a flrtft rule, or reduced to that llavery un- CHAP, 
der their fupcriora, which was requifitc to procure to the ^^• 
orders, iOiied from Rome, a ready and zealous obedience. '"""•'^■^ 
Celibacy, therefore, began to be extolled, as the indif- 
penfible duty of priells ; and the Pope undertook to make 
all the clergy throughout the wcftern world renounce at 
oiKC the privilege of marriage : A fortunate policy, but 
at the fanie time an undertaking the mofl difficult of aoy^ 
lince hehadlheftrongeft propenfities of human nature to 
encounter^ and found, that the fame cotinexions with the 
female fer, which generally encourages devotion, were 
tiere unfavourable to the fuccefs of his projeft. It is no 
wonder, therefore, that this mafler-Hroke of art fhould 
have met with violent contradiftion, and that the interefls 
of the hierarchy, and the inclinations of the priefls, being 
now placed in this fingular oppofition, ihould, notwith- 
Aandmg the continued efforts of Rome, have retarded the 
execution of that bold fcheme, during the courfe of near 
three centuries. 

As the bifhops and parochial clergy lived apart with 
their families, and were more conneded with the worlds 
the hopes of fucccfs with them were fainter, and the prc- 
teace for making them renounce marriage was much lefs 
le, having cad his eye on the 
authority, was determined to re- 
lies of obedience, to procure them 
an appearance of the moft rigid 
ak off all iheir other tyes, which 
piritual policy. Under pretence, 
abufes, which were, In fome dc~ 
e antient ellablijhments, he had 
countries of Europe the fevere 
, and began to form attempts to- 
n England. The favouraUe op- 
ind it was greedily feized) arifing 
m of Eldred, and the violent im- 
iftan. 

of noble parents in the weft of 

icated under his uncle, Adhelm, 

iterbury, had betaken himfelf to 

the ecclefiaftical life, and had acquired fome chara^er in 

the court of Edmund. He was, however, defamed to 

that prince as a man of licentious manners * ; and finding 

his 
^ Olbeme, p. 95. Matth. Weft. p. 187 
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CHAP, his fbnune dialled by there (uTpicions, his ai4tot ambhion 
n. prompted him to repair his tiUircretions by running into 

^-" v~ -' an op[>ofite extreme. He feclixled tiinoielf nUirely from 
the world ; he framed a cell fo (mall that he could neither 
fland et«3 m it, nor Hretch out his limbs during his repoCe ; 
and he here employed himi^f perpetually either in dcvo- 
tionor uimanuallabour". It ia prDbable> that his brain 
became gradually crazed by dicJe folitary occupations, an4 
that he inugmed chimeras, which, being bdieveii by 
lumfelf and bis flupld votaries, procured lum the general 
charaSer of fandity among itu: peo^ He fancied, 
that the devil, among the (rcquent vifits, wbidi he paid 
him, was one day more carnefl than ufijal in hii tempta- 
lions ; tiU DunAan, provoked at his importunities, feized 
faim by the nole with a ]>air of red-hot piocers, as he put 
ius heaJ into the cell ; and fae held him there, till (hat 
n^ignant fpirit made the whole neighbourlwod reTouiid 
wiil> his beHowings. This jxriabic eiptok was feriouSy 
credited and extolled by the public ; it is tmnteitted to 
poifteritjr by one nho, coniiikTti^ his age, may pafs for 
» wrifer of fome elegance '^ ; and it inCured to DiinAan, a 
icputatioK, which no real pieiy, much lefs virtue, coi^, 
CTca >D the mod enlightened period, have ever been able 
•opnocure htm with the people. 

S«PFORTEi> by the charader, obtained is hit retreat, 
DuoAan aqipeared again in ^ world; and gained hich an 
afcendaot over Edred, who had focceeded to the crown, 
as made hjm, not oiily the dired:or of his codft^ence, 
but his counfellor in the moA momentous affairs of go- 
vernment. He was placed at the head of the treafury **» 
and being thus poflefled both of power at court, and of 
credit with the populace, he was enabled t« atfmpt with 
liicce& the moA arduous undertakisgs. Fiadii^ that hia 
advancement had beea owing to the opinion &t his auf- 
terity, be profcffed himfelf a partizan of the rigid- mo- 
naflic rules; and sJter introduiung that reftvma'ioB into 
the convente of Glaftenbury ana Abingdon» he endea- 
voured to render it univerfal in the kingdom. 

The minds of meo were already well prepared fcr 
diis innovation. The prailies of an invidaUe chafiit)r 
had been carried to the higluA extravagance by ftmie cf 

the 

^ Ofbeme, p. 96. <= Ofbeme, p. 97. ° Ofbome, 
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thefirA preactien of chiiftiatiity among the Sazblisi TIieCH At. 
pkafures of love had been itprefented as incompatible H. 
with chriftian perfeGioD : And a total abftinence froni aU^'"'V*j-* 
commerce with the fez was deemed fUch i meritorious pe- 
nance, as was fufficient to atone for the' greateftenor- , 
mities. The confequence feemed natural, that thofe at 
leaft who officiated at the altar fhould be clear of this ' ' 
pollution i and when the do&rine of tranfubnatitiatioi], 
which was now creeping in ', was once fillly ellablilhed> 
the reverence to the re^ body of Chrift in the eucharift, 
bellowed on this argument an additional force and influ-^ 
ence. The monks knew how to avail themfelves of all 
thefe popular topics, and to fet off their own chara^er to 
the beft advantage. They affeSed the greateft auflerity 
of life and manners : They indulged themfelves in tte 
highell flrains of devotion : They inveighed bitterly a- 
gainfl the vices and pretended luxury of the age : They 
were particularly vehement agalnft the diflblute lives of 
the fecular cler^, their rivals: Every inftance of liber- 
tinifm in that order was reprefented as a general corrup- 
tion : And where other topics of defamation were want-* 
ing, their marriage became a fure objed of inve3ive> 
and their wives received the name of concubine, or other 
fecular clergyj On 
and rich, and pof- 
ded themfelves with 
upon their adver- 
agitatlon ; and few 
'entions, excited by 
igion ; or rather by 
ft remark, that the 
logical parties, the 

[i was become con- 
he death of Edred, 
sign of nine yean '. 
nfants, his nepheffy 
It the throne. 

Vot. I. H E D W y. 

* Spel, Ccnc. vol. I . p, 4S». * Chron. Sax. p. n j. 
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^ ;■; " ^., E D W y. 

CflAP.Tt^D'WYj ai the time of "hUacceffion, was not above 
n. Pj Cxtcen orfeventeen yean of «ge, and was pQffetTed 

^•^""^'df theinoft amiable %iiri^ and even endowed, accocdiug 
9S.S- to authentic acccamu, with thcroioll proniifmg virtues ^. 
He would have been the favourite of his people, had be 
-not unhappQy, on the commcncetnent of his leign, been 
ci^gaged in a controveriy with the monlcst wbofe rage nei- 
ther the graces of the body nor the virtues of the miad 
could mitigate, and who have pmrued his memory with 
fht fame umelentiog vengeance, which they exercifed 
^gainft his perfon and dignity during his ihoct and unfor- 
tunate reign. There wa£ a be»itiful,princefs of the royal 
lilood, oaUed ^iva, who bad made impreflion on the 
tender heart of Edwy ; and as he was of an age> when 
the force t^the pafiiotis begins Bid to be feit, he had ven- 
tured, contrary to the advice of his ^ravefl counfcUors, 
and the remonflrances of the more dignified eccle&allics **, 
toefpoufe her; thongh Ihe was within the degrees of af- 
finin, pTohibited by the canon-law '. As the aufterity, 
aff^oco ^ the monks, madeihemparticuUrly violenton 
this bccamin, Edwy entertained a Rioitg prepofTeflion 
^ainfl them,; and feemed on that accoum determined 
not to fecond their projed;, of expellii^the feculars from 
all the convents, and of acquiring to tbemfelves pofTef- 
fion f){ thofe rich eftabliihmenb. The war was theue- ' 
. fc^e declared between the king and the monks ; and the 
former Toon &>und ceafon to lepeqt his prov<J:ing fuch 
^ijnrdus enemies. On the day of his coronation, his 
" i^obllity were afTerobled in a^eat Jiall^ and were indulg- 
ing ^hemfelves in that riot and diforder. which, from the 
JUampIe of their German ancel^, tad become habi- 
tual, to the Englilh^ ; when Edwy, attra^ed by fofter ~ 
plcafureSiTetired into the Queen's apartment, and in that 
.privacy, gave reins to his fondne& towards his wife, 
which was only moderately checked by the prefence of 
liermother. Dunftan conjeQured thereafonof thekir^s 
KtTMt ; and carrying aloiqp with him, Odo^ acchlnfliop 
of Canterbury, over whomhe had gained an entire af- 

cendant, 
o H. Hunting, lib. 5. p. 356. = W. Maloief. lib. a- cap. 
7- > Ibid. '^ WaJlin^oid, p. J42. 

» 
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fiendsDf, he burit into the »p«raiCtt, vphf^Ati fidwyGK Ah 

with bis t»feivit)Hfi»el>j pfobaWy b«ftQ«red on the Qitgrt . "•_ , 

the moft opprobrious e[»lhel whi«h eail kc apj^ici^ w W '-•■V*** 

Cbx, andtcariiig hint from bcrwiBi, puflie^ hitti b»di> in 

a difgraceful manner, iMo the baDqtwt of the ik>M<4 ''■ 

Edwy, though young mi opftofed fey thel prejudjeiEft ol 

the people, found an opportunity of taUog leteage for 

tbii publiG inTult. Ho quefitonedPunAaa coneerningthc 

adminiflratton of the trealury dwing the feige of Im pre- 

deceSer " ; and when that minifter lefufeo to gWo ff^ 

soeount ef money, espcndcd, as he affirttted, 1^ tw 

late kin^s eo'ders, h^ acevfed htw of malverfatMa in hw 

office, andbanilbed him the kingdom". But Punflan'i 

cabaVwas not un*Qiv« duripg hi^ abfenw : They £U«d 

the p«ople*i eon with high panegyrics on hit lao^y: 

They exelaimed ^^flft t)i» iit^cty of the ktsg aigl 

queen : Ami having poifoned the rainda ef reen by titfitt 

fjeclamatioru, they proceeded to ftill mere ouaageoitf 

violences i^ainll the royal lujthority' Afchbifliop Ode 

feat into the palace • party of foldiers, who feizod the 

^e«n, 3tid hwnng burped her face with a red-hot iro^ 

in orcier to deflroy that fatal beauty, w^iich had Mliwd 

Edwy, d*«y tnrried her by f«ee into Ireland, th»e t» r«- 

main in perpetwal esUe '. Edwy, finding it in vai» t^ 

pdift, was obliged to confent to his divcvce, which was 

pronounced by Odo ' ; and a cataArophe, Ail] more dlf- 

tfgiij awutcd the utivi^fy EJgtv^. 'Fhat aBud^- prin' 

and having ev«» ol»" 

I bad hoped to tjeiiK^ 

Mtd w«sffyinriotfie 

ill rcgaf dtMt at) ker Timf- 

ds of a p*"j'» whom 

?pt her. Nothing' but 

3 Oc^ and the moitkl; 

:(lHifit& to ftitiatf? thw 
; ani Wpired a few 
i(;ift«t<}raicat&^ 

^ W. hbimt^ Vb. i.eap- 7^ Okfti^ pj 83^ t«9. K. 
Wdb p. t9s, 196* I" Wallingfoni, p. f^ Alhf. BtVeri- 
|i tia. X W. MalK lib; a. cap: r. BlsndeD, pj 4*$. 

fJAemm, ft »,(. ta6^ Brunpion, k 8^ ^ Otento, f. 
84. Qmrafe,. « i&4^ " Mwradti, p 435. <^OAca)f^ 
p l^. Stamf^ pi 1645,. 1646. 
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lOo HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

chap: The Cn^iih, blinded with fuperllition, inflead df 
n. beiojg (hocked with this inhumanity, exclaimed that the 
• ~'-' mistortunes-or Edwy and his fpoufe were a juft judgment 
for rtieir diffolute contempt of the ecckfianical flatuta. 
They even proceeded to rebellion againfl their fovereign; 
and having placed Edgar at their head, the youi^er bro- 
ther of Edwy, a boy of thirteen years of age, they foos 
put him in poflelTion of Mercia, NbrthumMrtand, Enfl 
Anglia; and chaced Edwy into the tiauthem countries \ 
That it plight not be doubtful at whofe indigation this re'- 
voU was undertaken ; Dunftan returned into England % 
and took upon him the government c^ £d^ and hrs 
party. He was firft inflilTed in the fee of Worcefter, 
then in that of London ■"", and, on Odo's death, and the 
violent expulfion <^ Brigluhelm, his' fucceflbr, in that of 
Canterbury " ; all which he long kept polTelBon of. Odo 
is tranfmitted to us by the monks under the charader of 
a man of piety : Dunllan was even canonized ; and 
was one of thofe i>um«'ous faints of the fame {tamp who 
difgrace the Rpmilh calendar. Mtanwhile the uidvappy 
Edwy was excommunicated '', and purfued with unre- 
lenting vengeance; but his death, which happened foon 
after, ftced his enemies h'om all farther inquietude ; and 
gave Edgar peaceable pofTelBon of the govn-nmeot ^. 

EDGAR. 

* Olbeme, p. io6. Flor. Wigom. p, 605. Matth. Weft, 
p. 196. ^ Hoveden. p. 41;. Ofhetne, p. 107. Bronip- 
lon, p. 86]. ''' Cfaron. Su. p. 117. Flor. Wigom. p. 60;. 
WaUfflgfoid, p. $44. " Hoveden, p. 42;. CMbnne, p. 
J09. Brompton, p. 864. Flor. Wigom. p. 605. MattL 
Weft, p 196. Higden, p. 367. ^ Brouiptoii, p. 863. 

y There is a feeming contntdidion in antient biftorians with 
regard to fome circumflances of the ftoiy of Edwy and EJgiva. 
It'is agreed, that tlus prince had a violeot paflion for his fecond 
.or third coufin, Elgiva,' whom he married, though within the 
degrees prohibited by the canons. It is alio agreed, that hb 
was dragged from a lady on the day of his coronation, and that 
"the lady was afterwards treated with the fingulaf barbarity.^ 
above mentioned. The only difference is, that Ofbeme and 
ibine others call her hisfthimpet, nothlswife, uflieiifaidto 
he by Malmefoury. . But this difference is eallly recimdled : 
. For if Edwy married her contrary to. the canom, themonla 
.would be fure to denyhn to be his wife, and wOuld infift that 
fite could be nothing hut his fthunpet : So that, on the whole, 
we mayeftcem this reprefcntation of the matter as certain j at 
Icaft, 
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EDGAR. 

THIS prince, who mounted the throne in (uch early C HAP. 
youlh, foon difcovered an ratcellent capacity in the' 11. 
adminillration of affairs ; and his reign is one of the nioft*-^"v~"-^ 
fortunate, which we meet with in the antient Englifh hif-' 
tory. He (hewed no aviiriion to war ; he made die 
-wifeA preparations againll invaders: And by h'S vigour 
and forefight, he was enabled, without any danger of fuf- 
fisring inlults, to indulge his inclination towards peace, 
and to employ himfelf in fupporting and improving the 
internal government of his kingdom ^. He maintained 
a body of difciplined troops ^ which he quartered in the 
north, in order {o keep the mutinous Northumbrians in 
fubjedion, and to repel the inroads of the Scots. He 
iKiilt and fupported a powerful navy * ; and that he might 
retain the feamen in the praaicc of their duty, and prefent ■ 
perpetually a formidable armament to his Enemies, he 
ftaiioned three fquadrons off the coaff, and ordered ihem 
to make, from time to time, the circuit of his domi- 
nions ^' The fofeign Danes dared not to approach a 
country which "appeared in fuch a pofture rf defence : 
The domeftic Danes faw inevitable deflru3ion to, b^ the 
confei^uence of (heir tumults and infurredipns : The : 
neighs 

leaft, as by far the tnoft [vobable. If Edwy had only Icept % 
Dulhefs, it is wait known, that there were metliods of accom- 
modation with the churcb, which would have prevented iba 
plerg7 from proceeding to luch extremities againft hira : But 
his mairiage, contrary to the canbni, was an infutt «n;th£it 
authority, aiid called for their hjgheft relentment. 

^Chron.Sas. p. ii6. Knighton, p. 2313. Bromp.p. 864,869. 
Flor. Wigpm: p. 605. Cbron. Abb. St. Peffi dc Bnrgo, p. 19, 
* Higden, p, z6;. ° Many of the Engllih biftotians makf 
Edgar's ihips amount to an estravagaiit number, to 3000, or 
3600 : See Hoveden, p. 426. Flor. Wigom. p. 6ot. Abba* 
Rieval. p. 360. But Brompton, p. S6^, &ys that Edgar had 
4000 v^b. How can ihefe accounts be reconciled to proba- 
bility, and to the ftftte of the navy in the time of Alfred i 
W. Thonie makes the whole number amount only to 300, 
which is more probable. The fleet of Ethelred, Ed^s fon, 
tnuft have been Ihort of looo fltips j yet the Saxon Chronkre, 
p. 137, fays it vrai tl^ greateft navy ^t cyejrba^ bfenj^ 
fn England. 
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C H A P. neighbouring princes of Wales, Scotland, the Iflcof Man, 

n. the Orkneys^ and evep of tre1|nd*^, vpre reduced to pay 

*— ■ w~ "■' fubmUIions to fo formidable a prince. He canied hisfu- 

pffficrity U> x great height, and might have excired »n 

V^yreHiu com^natioDfigAuift him, had not his power been 

. ^ well eftabjilhed, as to deprive his enemies of all hopes 

^ iMutig it. It a faidf that refiding once at CheAer, 

%fs4 bBvtDg propofed to go by water to the abbey of St. 

John the PaptijI^, he obliged eight of his tributary kinga 

" ia a bai^e upon the Pec °, The EngliOi hif- 

snd to mention the name of Kenneth III, 

3 a rnong the number : I'he $coti hiltwiaiiir 

thefafi;, or alTert, that their king, if ever he 

' id himl^f a vaJTal to Edgar, did him homage* 

fOWPt bytforthedominioWf whichbehetdio 

r^ief me«iis, by which Edgtr maintained bis 
t^thiirity, and pr^fo-ved public peace, was rhe paying 
(:9Urt tP Duplljui ;tnfl the monks, who h»d »t fiift placed 
iim pn ihp thrpoi:, »nd who, by th«r prptenfions to fui 
pCTior f*n^ity and purity of raanners, had acquired an 
^ri:;^nfl%T)t ?vef the people. He favoured tht ir fcheme for 
difpoffeS''^ ^^ fepiUr cano™ *)f »11 the nioiwfttt'ieB " ; 
lie beAi>wed prefprmect on none but their pa^ti^aiu ; he 
sUowed Ppiififin to rfif^gn the f** ^f WQrcqfter into the 
\iUi^ of Ofwald, one of his creatures ", and to place 
Ethelwoldj aixxher of them, in that of WincheHer '' ; 
^e cdifulted thefe prelates jii the ^dminiftratien of all 
Cf^fj^ftical a^'air;, and even in that of many civil ; and 
UlAggfa th« yieour of his own gepius jH^TCnted him from 
hcbig implicit^ guided by (hem, thf king and (hebilhopt 
fiMUKt fiieh adrantiges in their anitual harmony, that they 

^ Epd. Cone. p. 43J. " W. Walmef lib. a. cap. 8, 

Hoveden, p. ap^. H. Hnntnig. lib on, 

p. 8:69. Pior. Wigom. p. 607. Ml [ig- 

pen, p. 2$7. Ahir. Bevqi. p. 111. 17, 

up. W. AffalmeC tit>. a. cap: $. zg. 

rae, p. 11^. Oervaft, p. 16- 67, 

Wigom. p. 605, 606. Mattb. M», 

p. 158, Ttfigden, p. ^. Swl. qo 39, 

iuj. * W. Malmef lib, 2. ci ,15, 

* Gtmfe, p. 1646. Bremptap, p. p, 

M. ehrW. Abb! 8t.?etiIJe Burp _ . ' 
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idtei always in concert, and united their influence in pre-CH AP. 
ferving the peace and tranqiuUiry of the public. , V: ■ 

Ik order to compleat the great work of placing flie'— v**^. 
new order of monks in all the convents, Edgar ftitnmoned' 
a genera) council of the prelates and the heads of the tt- 
ligious orders. He here inveighed againfl the dlflolute. 
Hves of the fecular clergy; thefmi' 
fijre, which, it is probable, maintaii 
femblanceiothe crown of thorns; tl 
tending the exercife of their ftinaioi 
with the laity in the pleafures of gar 
ing and tinging; and their openly liii 
by which it is commonly fuppafed i 
He then turned himfelf to Dunftan 
the name of king Edred, whom he 1 

from heaven with indignation againf 

he thus addreffed him. " 'Tis you, 
" advice I founded monafleries, bui 
*' pended my treafure in the fuppo 
•* Kgious houfes. You was my cou 

'* all my fchemes ; You was the di 
*' ence : To you I was obedient i 

•' cfid you call for fupplies, which 

" my affiftance ever wanting to tl 

*' {upport and eftablifhments to the 

" vents f Did I not hearken to yc 

*■ told me, that thefe charities we 

*' moft grateful to my Maker, an 

" fund for the fupport of religion ? 
■ '• endeavours now fruftraled by the 

•* priefts ? Not that I throw any i 

" have reafoned, bcfought, incutci 

•* it behove; you ncrw to ufc (haTp 

*' remedies; and conjoining your i[ 

«* the civil power, to purge effei 

*• God from thieves and intrudci 

imagine that this harangue had the 

that, when the kin^ and prelates 

the popular prejucficesi it was not 1 

prevailed, and cflaUUhed their new ruTa }a almolt «U th« 

convents. 

Wi 

■ AbbuBaewlp. 360, 361. S^. Cobc. p. 47?, 47J, 
478. - . 
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CHAP, Wl may remark, that the declamatiotu againfl the 
fecular cler^ are, l>oth here and in all the hinorians, con- 
>f veyed in general terms ; and as that order of men are 
commonly' reftraincd by ihc decency of their charaQer, 
not to mcrition fuperior motives, it is difficuhy to believe 
^lat die cpmpUints againfl their diflolute manners could 
be univerfally juft as is pretended- It is rnor^ probable, 
that the monks paid court tp ihe pgpulape by an a^eded 
nd reprefcnting the mpft innocent li- 
le other dci^, as great and unpardon- 
ercby prepared the way for the in^ 
I power and influence, Edgar, how> 
lolitician, concurred with Uie prevail- 
even indulged them in pretenfionSt 
might, when complied with, engage 
rt royal authority during his own reign, 
very dangerous to his fucceflbrs, an4 
the whole civil power. He feconded 
the policy of the court of Rome, in granting to fome 
inonafteries an exemption from epitcopsl jurifdiSion: 
He allowed the convents, even thofe of royal foundation, 
to ufurpthe ele&ion of their own abtxrt : And he admitted 
iheir foreeries of antient charten, by which, from th« 
pretended grant of former kings, they afliimed ntany pri-r 
Tileges and exemptions *. 

These merits of Edgar have procured him the higheft 
|>anegyri,cs from the monks ; and he is uanfmitled to us 
imt only undej- tjie cha,rader of a confummate (latefman 
land an adive prince, praifes to which he feems to have 
teen entitled, but under that of a great faint and a man 
of virtue. Put npthing could more betray both his hyr 
"pocrify in inyeighing againfl tjip jicentioufnefs of the fer 
cular clergy, ar^ the jjiterefletj fpirit of his partizans, in 
Ixllowing ftich eulc^iCs pn his piety, than the ufual tenor 
of hiscondu3, which w^ licentious to the highed degree, 
and violated every J^w, human an^ divine. Yet thofe 
vefy mpnks, >vho, as jve are tpld by Ingulf, a very antir 
ent hiiforian, had no idea of any moral or religious me<- 
fit, except chaflity and obedience, not only connived at 
his enormities, but loaded him Flth the tiigbefl praifes. 
^iftpry, hpwevcr^ has prefn-ved fpme inAaoces of hip 
amours, 

• Chron Sax, p. iifl.. W.Malmef.Bb, *. c^. 8. Selicm 
^cilej.(idEadta.p. 149, 1^7. ' ' 
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, ftom which, as from a fptcimcat we may formC H A P, 

a conje£lnreof ihe reft. ^ H - 

Edgar broke into a convent, carried off Editha, a v"'*' 
nun, by force, and even committed violence on her per- 
fon ". Foi this aS of facriiege and brutality he was re- 
primanded by Dunflan ; and that he might reconcile him- 
felf with ^he church, he was obliged, not to feparate from 
his miftrefs, but to abftain from wearing his crown dur- 
ing feven years, and to deprive himfelf fo long of that 
ufelefs ornament ^ : A punilhment very unequal to that in- 
flided on the unfortunate Edwy, who for a marriage, 
which, tn the llri^teft fenlie', couM only deferve the name 
«f irregular, wsa cxpeUed his kingdom, faw his Queen 
treated with fingular barbarity, was loaded with calumnies, 
and has been reprefenied to us under the moft odious 
■f:oloura. Such is the afcendant which may be attained, by 
hypoqify and cabal, over mankind! 
■ Tbere was another miflrcfs of Edgar, called] Elfleda, 
■with whom he firft formed a connexion by a kind of ac- 
cident. Palling one day by Andover, he lodged in the 
lioufe of a nobleman, whofe daughter, being endowed 
)f perlbn and behaviour, enflamed 
the highefl delire, and'herefcdved' 
ratify it. As he had not leifnre to 
ddrefs for attaining his purpofe, lie 
other, declared the violence of his 
It the young lady raight be allowed 
with him. The mothCT was a 
determined not to dilhonour her 
!y by compliance; but being well 
petuofity of the king's temper, flic ■ 
fier as well as fafer to deceive than 
:d therefore a fubmifEon to his will; 
waiting maid, of no disagreeable 
king's bed, after all the company 
ft. In the morning, before day- 
reeably to the injunQions of her 
ire 1 but Edgar, who had no re- 
and whofe love to his bed-fellow 
' eiijoyment, refufed hii confent, 
and 

* "W. Malmef lib. a- cap. 8. Oibsmc, p. 3. Dicelo, p. 
157- Higden, p. »6s, iSj, jt^S- Spcl. Cone. p. 481, 
^ OJberae, p, m- 
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CHAP, and employed force andentreattes todetain her. Elfleda, 
11- trufting to her own chariiu, and to the love wrth which^ 

'-~v~*^flieh<»ed, (he had now HiTpired the king, made probably 
but a faint refiftance; and the return of light difcovercd- 
Ihe deceit lo Edgar. He had pafled a n^ht fo much to 
his fattsfadion, that he esprefled no difplcafure with the 
old lady OR account of her fraud ; hts love was transfer- 
red to Elfleda; ftie became his favourite miftrefs; and 
maintained her afcendant over him, till his marriage widr 
Efrida". 

The circumllances of his marriaee with this lady- were 
more fingular, and more crinninal. Elfrida was daughter 
and heir of Otgar, earl of Devonfhtre ; and though Ihe 
had been educated in the country, and had never appearetf 
at court, file had filled all England with the reputation of 
her beauty^. Edgar himfielf, who was indtfFerent to no 
accounts of this nature, found his cnriofty excited hf 
the frequent panegyrics which he heard of Elfrida; and 
reflefling on her noble birth, bercfolved, if hcffnindher 
charms anfwerable to their fame, to obtain pofTeflion of 
her on honoin'able terms. He communicated his inten- 
rion to cart Athelwold, hia favourite ; but ofed the pre- 
caution, before he made any advances to her parents, m 
order that nobleman, on fome pretence, to-pay them * 
vifit, and to bring him a certain account of the beamy of 
their daughter. Athelwold, when introduced to the 
young lady, found general report to have fallen mn^ 
fhort of the truth ; and being aSuated by the moft ve- 
hement love, he determined to facrifice to this new paf&ea 
all hts fidelity to his mailer, and to the truft repofed iif 
him. He returned to Edgar, and told him, that the riches 
alone, and high quality of Elfrida, had been the ground 
of the admiration paid her, and that her charms, far from 
being any wife extraordirary, would have been overlooked 
in a woman of inferior flation. When he had, by this 
deceit, diverted the king from his purpofe, he took an 
opportunity, afterfomeintervai, of turning again the eoti- 
verfation on Elfrida ; and he remarked, that, thoogh the 
parentage and fortune of the lady had ttot produced on 
him, as on others, any ilhifion with regard to her beauty, 
he could not forbear reSefting, that Ihe would on the 
whole be an advantageous match for him, and might, by 

her 

^ W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. Higden, p.-zCS. ' 
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EDGAR, Tdf 

Yxrhitxh anilricheS} make Jiimafuffictctit caifipenration C H At*. 
forthe homelinefsot" herperfon. If ihe king, ihereCofe, H. 
gave his ■f)prt>bation, ha was determined to mskc propo- ^— >•**-' 
tab in his own behalf to the earl of Dvronfliirc, and 
doubted not to obrain bis, >s well ss the young lady's am- 
fem to the mairiage. Ed^ar, picdied with an expedtetrt 
for eftabiifiiing his favourite's foitune, not only esborte<l 
him toesecuic hispurpofe, ba: forwanled ils fuccefs by 
his recotnmendaiions to the |iBrcnit of ttfrida ; ar;d Atiiet- 
wold was loon made happy in the poffeffion of his mif- 
trete. Dreading, however, the dsteSion of the artifice, 
he employed every pretence for detainii^ Elfrida in the 
' country, and for keeping her at a difiance from Edgar. 
The vifJent paHion of Athelwold had cencrealed from 
him the neceflary confeqnences, which mnfl attend his 
condud, and the advantages, whidi the nutnerovs enemiec, 
that always purfuc a royal favouiite, would, by it* 
meaiu, be aUe to nuke againfl him. Edgar was foot) in- 
formed of the truth; but before he would eiecat* ven- 
geance on Atbelwold's treachery, he refolved lo fatisfy 
;yes of the certainty and fiJl ex- 
1 told him, that he intended to 

lis cadle, and be introduced to 
s new married wife ; and Alh^ 
rcfufc this honour, bcg^ only 
I a few hours, that he might the 
ing for his reception. He then dif- 
terto Etfrida; and begged bcr, if 
her to her own honour or to his life, 
ar, by every circumftancc of drei 
»1 beauty, which had feAiccd l«ii» 
■tid, and had betrayed faim Intofo 
rida promifed compliance, though 
from her intentions. She deemed 
to Athelwold for a pafTion, which 
crown; and knoninng the force of 
did oc* delpair even yet of reach- 
whith hcT hvft>and's artifce had 
_ pcared before the king with ^ (he 
ftdvanti^cs, which the richeft mtire, and the moft engag- 
ing airs ooutd beftow upon her, atid ftre ejcci»ed at once in 
his bofom the higheft love towards herfclf, and the moft 
fiirious defire of revenge againft her hufband. He knew, 
however, how to diflemble thefe paflions ; and fedncing 
Athelwold into a wocd, on pretence of hupting, be Itab- 

r *"^i 
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CHAP, bed him with his own hand, and foon after publickly 
II. efpoufcd Elfrida ". 

*'^*v^*-' Before we conclude our account of this reign, we 
mud mention two circumftances, which are rcmarlted by 
hiflorians. The reputation of Edgar allured a great num- 
berof foreigner! to vifit his court ; and he gave them en- 
couragement to relide in England "' We are told, that 
they imported alt the vices of their refpeftive countries, 
and contributed to corrupt the fimple manners of the na-- 
tives ' : But as this fimplicity of manners, fo highly and 
•often fo injudicioufly extolled, preferved them not from 
barbarity and treachery, th« greateft of all vices, and the - 
moft incident to a rtide uncultivated people, we ought 
perhaps to deem their acquaintance with foreigners rather 
an advantage ; as it tended to enlarge their views, and t» 
cure them of thofc illiberal prejudices and ruftic manners 
to which illanders are often (ubjeft. 

Another remarkable incident of this reign was the 
extirpation of wolves from England. This advantage 
was attained by the Induftrious policy of Edgar. He 
took great pains in hunting and porfying thofc ravenous 
animals ; and when he found, that they had all taken 
ihcltcr in the mountains and foreils of Wales, he changed 
the tribute of money impofed on the Welfh princes by 
Athelllan, his predecefTor '^, into an annual tribute of 
three hundred heads of wolves; which produced fuch di- 
ligence in hunting them, that the creature has been no 
more feen in this illand; 

Edgak died, after a reign oF Sixteen years, and in the 
thirty>third of his age. He was fuccceded by Edward, 
whom he had by his firft marriage with the daughter o( 
Eari Ordraer K 

EDWARD 

»• W. Maimer lib. a. cap. 8. Hoveden, p 4x6. Bromp> 
twi, p. 865, 866. Flor, Wigom. p 606. Hi^en, p, a68. 

•^ Chron Sax. p. 1 16. H. Hunting, lib. 5. p. 356. Bromp- 
ton, p. 865. ^ W. MalmeC lib. a. cap. B. Q-W, 

Malpief. lib. 2. cap. 6. Brompton, p. 858. " W. MaU 
meC lib. 2. cap. 8. Hoveden, p. ^& Kjiightoo, ^. 2313. 
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EDWARD the Martyr. 

THEfiicceffion of this prince, who was only fiftcetiC HAP, 
years of age at his father's death, did not take place U. 
without much difficulty and oppofition. Elfrida, his '■''"^''"**' 
ifep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, fcven years old, whom 957* 
Ihe attempted to raife to the throne : She afHrmed, that 
Edgar's marriage with the mother of Edward, was ex- 
pofed 10 infuperable objeSions ; and as fhe had pofltlTed 
great credit with her hu{band, {he had found means to 
acquire partizans, who feconded all her prctenfions. But 
the title of Edward was fupported by many advantages. 
He was appointed rucccflbr by the will of his father*: 
He was approaching to man's ellate, and might foon be 
able to take into his own hands the reins of government : 
The principal nobiliiy, dreading the imperious temper of 
Elfrida, were averfe to her fon's government, which muft 
enlarge her authority, if not put her in poffeUion of the 
regency : And above all, Duntlan whofe charadcr of 
fandity had given him the highefl credit with the people, 
had efpoufed the caufe of Edward, over whom he had 
already acquired a great afcendant '', and he was deter- 
mined to execute the will of Edgar in his tavour. To cut 
off all pretenfions, Duntlan retblutely anointed and 
crowned the young prince at Kingfton ; and the whole 
kingdom, without farther oppofition, fubmitted to him *', 
It wasof great importance to Dunftan and the monks, 
to place on the throne a king favourable to their caufe : 
The fecular clergy had ftill pariizans in England, who de- 
ilired to keep them in poffeJIion of the convents, and of the 
ecclefiallical authority. ,On the firll intelligence of Ed' 
gar's death, Alfere, duke of Mercia, expelled the new 
ordenof monks from all the mtmafleries which lay with- 
in his jutifdidion ^ ; but Etfwin, duke of Eatl-AngUa, 
aixl Brithoot, duke of the Eaft-Saxons, proteSed them 
within 

^ Hovedeh, p. 427. Eadmer, p. 3. "^ Badmer, ex 
edit. Seldeni, p. 3. - " W. Malm lib, a. cap. 9. Hove- 
den, p, 427. Ofoeme, p 113 Gwvafi, p 1647. Knigh- 
ton, p. 23^3. Brompton, p, 872. Flor. Wigorn. p, 607. 
Chroh, Abb, St Petri de Burgo, p. 29. * Chrtm. Sax, 
p. 123 W. Malinel! lib x.- cap. 9. Hoveden, p. 427. 
Brompton, 870. Flor. Wigom. p.- 607. 
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CHAP, wlihin their territories, and infilled upon the execution of 
H the laie laws ens^tcd in their favour ^ In order to fettle 

^*"^~"~ this coniroverfy, there were fummoned feveral (ynodif 
which, tccording to the praflice of ihofe titncs, coaftSeA 
partly of ccclefiftltical member*, partly of the by nobitity. 
The monks were Me to prevail in thefc aflenibliei ; ih^ 
us it appears contrary to thefecret wifhn, if no* lhef)e> 
clared inclinftlJon, of ihe leading men iti the nation \ 
They had more inreniion in forging rtwadefl to fupport 
their caufc ; or having been fb fortunate n to ebtaw, bf 
their pretended aufterities, the charadei. of [nety, their 
miracles were better credited by the pop^ce. 

In onefynod, Dunftan, finding the majoriiyof votes 
againft him, role up, and Informal the audience, that he 
bad, in that inllant, received an imnrtedtate revelation in 
behalf of the monks ; and the afiembly wm lb anonijhej 
ai ibis intelligeHe?, or probably fo <werawed by the popB- 
i»tA, that they proceeded no Farther m ihair dclibcralioai. 
In another fynod, a voice iSiMd from the cruciftn, tai 
iofonned the laembers, that the eAahhfiinient of th« 
inonk» wf)} founded on the .wiH of hearcn, »nd could not 
ho oppot^d w.thout impiety \ Bat the miracle perWntr 
edid ih« third fyno^ was ftilt more alafmtng : The Aoor 
<^ the haU io which iIm afTtmbly met, fwiJt of » fudder^ 
and 3 great nunnbcr of the members were either IvuifBd 
^r lullod'by the fall. |t waa remarked, that DunAtm'had 
prwBnted ilwt dfiy th* h»% fwn attendiBR the fynwl, 
and Ihat the beam on which his wn chair ftood, was the 
only onf wbiiih did not fmk tin^r th« weight of iha afr 
fembly " : BtK thafe cifctmiflaaccs, inf^eaii of begetting 
any fttfpieioKof eeatmtiKa, were regarded as the fawft 
poof of ihp in>nicdfi)te interpofiiion of Provjdflnea in b»- 
balf »f ifesfe fwuogritesof hwiven. 

Ei>wAR» bited fbtir years »feer hta accf^on, and (here 
pafij)!^ DMlvitg rcTQarli^lc durng his reign. His dcatfa 



* Hoveden, p 427, Brdmpton, p 870. Higden, p, 169. 

^ W. Maimer UU 2- ca^ 9. "^ W. h4al9)f£ lib. t. 

ctf. g. Oftffre, p. na. Cewafe, p. uG^. BjMffEW*. 
u. ijp. ^J^deo, p. a$9. ^ <i^ea. Sm- p> I2« W. 
|4aini«^ lih. 3> vp- St H^vodeitg p. i^(Uf. H Huntiqg. Ij^. 
S- P-JST- Gervaf?, p 1^. tfOfDf^iitip-%Ti. Fi'W.Wi- 

Sisp. f. ^97. Higd«, f. 26s. CIkwi 4bh, fit Ffqri it 
uigo, p. 29. 
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EDWARD THE MARTYR. iii 

was memorable and tragical'^. This young prince wasCHAP. 
endowed with (he moll amikble itinoccnce of manners ^ H. 
and as bis own intentions were always pure, he was inca-^^'""" 
jtaiAt of enterlaioinganyiiilpicioiiagainft others, Thoii^ 
_his jlepmother had oppofed bis fucceirion, and had raifed 
a party in favour of her own for, he always fhewed her 
marks of the greateCl regard, and even expreffed, on all 
occafions, Ihe moft tender affe£tioii towards his brother °. 
He was hunting one day in a foreft in Dorfetfliirc ; and 
rbcing led by the chafe near Corfe-caftle, where Elfrida 
rdided, he took the opportunity of paying her a vifit, 
unattended by any of his retinue, and be thereby prefent- 
cd her with the occaflon, which fhe bad long wifhed for. 
After he had mounted his horfe, he deflred ibme liquor 
to be brought him ; and while he was holding the cup to 
.his head, a fervant of Elfrida approached him, and ga\-e 
.him a flab behind. The prirKe, Bnding himfelf wquikI- 
ed, put fpurs to his horfe ; but becoming faint t^ the 
lofs of blood, he fell from the faddle, his foot (luck^in the 
ilirrup, and he was dragged along by bis unruly horfe, 
till he expired ^. Being tracked by the blood, his body 
was found, and flias privately interred at Wcreham by hb 
icrvants. 

The youth and innocence of this prince, with bis tra- 
gical death, begot fuch companion among the people, 
that they believed miracles to be wrou^t at his tomb " ; 
and they gave him the appellation of Martyr, tboijgh his 
murder hod no connexion with any religious principle or 
.opinion. Elfrida built monalleries, and performed manf 
.penances, in order to alone for her guilt °, but could ne- 
ver, by all her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good 
.opinion of the puUic, thot^h fo eaii^ deluded in thofa 
ignorant ages. 

CHAP. 

«= Chron, Sax.,p. 1*4. » W. Malmcf lib.*, cap. 9. 
Bron^ton, p. 87.3. Ivlatth Wefi. p. 193 Wallbgfbid. 
J1;S4S- W.Malmef lib. z, cap. 9. Hoveden, p 447. 

XServale, p. 1647. Knighton, p 2313 Brampton, p. 87^. 
' W. Malmef. lib. : cap. 9 JQiizhtoi), j) a3<3. Bromp- 
ton,_p. ■874, 875.'fi76. Matth. Weft p. 194. Higden, 
"J, '^ Knighton, p. *3i3, 3314. Bromptoa, p.876. 
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£thtlrtd Settlfitt^l of the Normant Edmund Iror^ 

Jidt~~ — Camit the Great • Harold Harefoot ■ ■ ' ■ 
HardicamiU Eikbitrdtbe Confeffor Harold. 

ETHELRED. 

P.'~r^HE freedom which England had fo long enjoyed 
J^ from the depredations of the Danes, feems to have 

-* proceeded, partly frMn the eflablifhments which that py- 
ralical nation) had obtained in the north of France, and 
which employed all their fuperOuous hands to people and 
'maintain them ; partly Uom the vig«iirand warlike Tpirit 
o( a long race of English princes, who prefcrved the 
country in a podure of defence by fea and land, and ei- 
ther prevented or repelled every attempt of the invaders. 
But a new' generation of mm being now fpntng up in the 
northern regions, who could no longer ditburthen (hem- 
&lves on Normandy ; the Englifh had reafon to dread, 
that they would again vifit an ifland, to which they were 
invited, both by the memory of their paft fucceffes, and. 
by ihe expcdaiion of alliOance firom their countrymen, 
,who, though long eilablifhed In the kingdom, were not 
yet thoroughly united with the natives, nor had entirely 
forgot their inveterate habits of war and depredaticut. 
And as the prefent king was a minor, and even when he 
attained to man's eflate, never difcovered either courage 
or capacity fuiGcient to govern hts own fubjeds, much le& 
to repel a formidable enemy, the people might juftly ex- 
. ped !• fuScr the worft calamities front fo dangerous x 
c rifts. 

The Dane$, before they durll attempt any important 
enterprize againft England, made a fmall incurfion, l^ 
way of trial ; and having landed from feven vefTels near 
'Southampton, they tavaged the country, enriched them* 
felTcsby fpoil, and departed with impunity ': Sir years 
after, they made a like attempt in (be welt, and met 
with like fticcefs " ; ai)d the invadeis^Miaving now found 
sffaif) 

' CRron. Sat p. 125. H, Hunt, p. 357. Hoveden, pi 

4>7' CbroD St. Petri de Burgo, p. 30. Sim. Dim. p. t6i. 

Brcmpton, n 8^5, k ChroD. Sax. p. 126. Hovedcn, p. 
4*7- Sun. Dmb. p. 161. 
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affiirs in & Tcrjr different lituation From thit In which xhef C H A Pe* 
formerly appeared, encouraged their counlrymcn to «f- , "^' ^ 
fenble a jester force, and to hope for more confiderable''^''^ . 
advantages. The}r landed in EiTex under the command 
of two chieftains ; and having defeated and flain at Mal- 
don, Briihnot, duke of that count}' ^, who ventured with 
a fmall force to attack them, ihey fpread their devaflati- 
ons over all the neighbouring provinces. In thit exiremi- 
ty, Ethelred, to whom hiflorians give the epithet of the 
Unready "*, inftead of roufing his people to defend with 
courage their honour and their property, hearkened to 
the advice of Siricius, archbilhop of Canterbury, which 
was feconded by many of the degenerate nobility ; aixi 
paying the enemy the fum often thoufanj] potindt, be' 
bribed them to depart the kingdom ^. This fliamefiH 
expedient was attended with the fucceft which might be 
expeSed. The Danes appeared next year off the eaftern- 
coall, in hopes of fubduing a people, who defended rheni'' 
feves by their money, which invited alTailants, inflead of 
their arms, which repelled them. But the Englilb, fen- 

' fible of their folly, had, in ihe interval, met in a great 
council, and had deiermined to alTemble at London a fleet 
capflUe of repulfing theenemy°; though (hat Judicious 
meafure failed of fuccefs from the treachery of Alfrlc, diike 
of Mercia, whofe name is infamous in the annals of that 
age, by the calamities which his repeated perfidy bron^t 
upon his country. This nobleman had, in 983, fuc-" 
ceeded to his father, Alfere, in that extenfive command ;' 
but being depraved of it two yean after, and banifhed the 
kingdom **, he was obliged to employ all his intrigue, and 
all his power, which was too great for a fubjed, to btf 
rellored to his country, and reinflated in hii authority.- 

' Having had experience of the credit and malevolence of 
his enemies, he thenceforth tru{Ied for fecurity, not to 
his fervices, or to the affefiions of his fetlow-citizcns, bat 
to the influence which he had obtained over his vaflalaji 
and to the public calamines, which, he thought, mttft^ 
in every revolution, render his alEllancc neceflary. Hav- 
VoL.I. I jng 

*■ H. Hunt. p. 357. Hoveden, p 438. ** An^io^ 
aa, vol, I. p. 225. " Chron, iai, p. 126: W. Mafini 

S,6». H. Hunt. p. 357. Hoveden, p. 4^8; ^ Cbron.- 
u. p.ia6.- '' Chion.Sax. p. 12;.' Qinm, St. Peui -da^ 
Bingo, p. 31. BromptOD, p. 879. ■. - ■ - '-t ■'■- 
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9:ftAP'iog'fi?«d thU tefohitioii, he determined to prevent all fuch 
•P-. fiiec«.flcs 0* mifht eftablifli the royal «ithority, or reli- 
ve'''''*** 4*^ hts own GtuatioD dependant or precarious. As the 
EjigUfh had formed the plan of furronnding and deftroj'mg 
the Dapjih fleet in the harbour, he privately informed the 
mtftViy of theil- danger ; and when they put to fea, in 
ct^fequence of thii intelligcoce, he dererted, with the 
Iqaadron under his command, the night before the en- 
gHgement, and thereby difappointed all the cBForts of his 
qOUMrpiMn S Ethclrcd, enraged at his perfidy, took 
bis fon, Alfgar, and ordered his eytt to be put out ^. 
5ut fuct was the power of Alfric, that he again forced 
^im into authority ^, and ibo* he had given this fpeclmen 
of hii charader, and received this grievous provocation, 
i^ wu fff^nd necel&ry toentrufl him anew with the go- 
verBifwnf of Mercia. This condu£t of the court, which, 
in. aU its circumftances, is fo barbarous, imprudent, and 
vtiLk, both merited and prognoilicated the moft grievous 
^amities. 

. The northern invaders, now well • acquainted with the 
defeBcclefs condition of England, 'mkde a powerful de- 
filent, under the command of Swein, king of Denmark, 
9nd Olave^ king of Norway j and failing up the Hom- 
ber, fpread.on all fides their deflrudive ravages. Linde- 
fey vras laid wafte ; . Banbury was deftroyed ''' ; and all the 
^OTthumbrians, though moflily of Dani(h defccnt, were 
ol^liged cither to join thevtfiors, or to fuffer under their 
depredations. A powerful army was afibnbled to oppofe 
the invaders, and a general a£)ion enfued ; ftut the Englifli 
^ere abandoned in the battle, by the cowardice or trea- 
chery of their three leaders, all of them men of Dantfli 
race, Frsna, Friihegill, and Godwin, who gave the ex- 
maifU of a Ihameful flight to the troops under their com- 
piand". 

; ENGOURAflED by this fuccefs, and ftill more by (he 
ymteippt which it infpired of their enemy, the pirates 
yeoturM to atlKk the center of the kingdom ; and en- 
- _ tering 

<i.Chron. Sax. p 127. W. Malm. p. 6a. Higden, p. 
ajl«, - -» Chron pBi. p. 128. W, Malm. p. 6j. H. 
™»t. >- 3S8- Hi^B, p. 270. ^ H. Huai p. J57. 
fiif^, p. 279.. '■'-CjiMn, Muilr. |. 152. Siai. Uiia. p. 
i6a. ,:«.:C4roa.,.SaJt_p. «8. H. Huht. p. 3S7. HoMA 
p. '426, Bron^itoa, p. 880. 
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tering the Ttiamei in ninety-four veficis, laJctllege. toC HA Pl" 
London, and threatened it with total deflru&ion. But lU. 
the citizens, sUrmed with the danger, and firmly united : Ty~.. 
among ihemfelves, made a bolder defence than the cow- 
ardiceof the nobility and gentry gave the invaders reafoa 
to apprehend ^ ; and the beficgers, after fufFcring tbe 
i^ateft hardOiips, were finally fruftrated jn tlieir attempt. 
In order to revenge themfclves, they laid wafle Ewa 
SuOeZf and Hamplhire ; and having there procured hotfes, 
ihey were tliereby enabled to fpread, into the more in- 
land counties, the fury of their depredations ^. In this 
extremity, Ethelred and hi$ nobles had recourfe to the 
former expedient ; and fending ambafTadors to the two 
northern kings, they promifed them fubfiftence and -tri- 
'bute, on condition they would, for the prefent, put ap 
'end to their ra:vages, and foon after depart the kingdom. 
Swep and Olave agreed to the terms, and peaceably took 
up iheir quarters at Southampton, where the fum of fix- 
teen ihoufand pounds was paid them \ Olave even made 
a journey to Andover, where Ethelred refided^ and he 
received the rite of conErmation from the Englifh tM- 
fliops, as well as many rich prefents from the king. He 
here promifed, that he would nevermore infeft theEo- 
glilh territories, and he faithfully fulfilled that engage- 
" menl *. This prince receives the appellation of St. Olave 
from the church of Rome ; and notwiihfVanding the ge- 
neral prefumption, which lies, either againfl the under- 
' ftandtng or morals of every one, who in thofe ignorant 
ages was dignified with that title, i^e feems to have been 
a man of merit and of virtue. Sweyn, though lels fcru- 
pulous than Olave, was obliged, upon the departure of 
the Norwegian prince, to evacuate alfo the kingdom with 
all his followers. 

This compolition brought but a fliort interval to the 
, miferies of the Englifti. The Danifli pirates appeared 
foon after in the Severne ; and having committed fpoil 



^ W. Malm, p, 63. H. Hunt. p. 358. Hoveden, p. 428- 
r Chron. Sfut- p- laB. W. fcfelm. p 63, H Hunt. p. 
358, Hoveden, p. 428. Sim. Dun. p. 162, 16 V 

^ Chron. Sax. p. tag. Hoveden, p. 428, Chron Mailr. 
p. 152. ' Chron. Sax. p. 129. H. Hunt, p^ 358. Ho- 
veden, p. 428. Oum. Muii. p. 152. Sim.lDua.p. 163. 
Brooipton, p. 880. 
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n Waks, u well as in Cornwal and Devofii th<y faHed 
round to the fouth-coaft, and entering the Tamar, com- 
■^ pleated the devaftatioti of thefe two counties. They then 
returned to the Briflol-channel ; and penetrating into the 
country by the Avon, Tpread themfelves oyer all that 
ncighlwurhood, and carried fire and fword even into Dor- 
fetlhire ', They next changed the feat of war ; and af- 
ter ravaging the Ifle of Wight, they entered the Thames, 
and Medway, and laid fiege (o Rocheller, where they 
defeated the Kenii(h-men in a great battle*^. ' After this 
viflory, the whole province of Kent was made a fcene of 
fiaughter, fire and devallation. The extremity of thefe 
miferies forced the Engiifh into councils for common de- 
fence both by Tea and land ; but the weaknefs of the 
king, the divifions among the nobility, the treachery c^ 
fome, the cowardice of others, the want of concert of all, 
firaftrated every endeavour ; and their fleets and armies ei- 
ther came too laie to attack the enemy, or were repul- 
fed 'with dilhonour ; and the people were thus equally 
ruined by refiflance or fubmiflion'^. The Engtifh, there- 
lore, devoid both of prudence and unanimity in council, 
of courage and condu3 in the field, had recourfe to the 
fame weak expedient, which by experience the^ might 
have already found fo ineffe3ual ; and they offered the 
Danes to buy peace by paying them a large fum of mo- 
ney. Thefe ravagers rofe continually in their dem2nd^ 
and now required the payment of 24,000 1, which the 
~ Englilh were fo mean and imprudent as to fubmit to '. 
The departure of the Danes procured them a (hort inter- 
val of repofe, which they enjoyed as if it were to be per- 
petual, without making any eSiefhial preparations forgi- 
ving them a more vigorous reception upon their next 
return. 

Besides receiving this fum, the Danes were engaged 
by another circumllance to depart a kingdom, which ap- 
peared fo little in a fituation to refill their efforts ; They 
were invited over by their countrytnen in Normandy, 
who 

B Chton. Sax. p. 129. Hovedeo, p. 42S. Slui. Dun. i6j. 

^ H. Humph. 3;8. Hovedeo, p. 429. Chron. Mailr. p. 
i;3. Brompton, p.' 882. " Qiron. Sax. p. 129. 2^. 
W. Malm. p-6%. Hovedcn, p. 429. Higden, p- 271. Sun. 
I>uii.p. 164. ^Hoveden, p. 419. Chron. Mailr. p. 153. Sin).. 
Dun, p. 164. Diceto, p. 461. 
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■who at this time were hard prcffed by the arms of Ro- C H A P. ' 
bert, king of France, and who found Jt difEcull tode- M- 
fend the fettlement, which with fo much advantage tQ*""'"V"*^ 
themfeWes and gtory to their nation, they had made in 
that country^ It is probable, alfo, that Ethelred, oW 
fcrvtng the clofe connexions, thns maintained among all 
the Danes, however divided in government or li (nation, 
was dellrous of procuring an alliance with that formidable 
* people; and for this purpore, being now a widower, he 
made his addrefles to Emma, filler to. Richard II,' duke of 
Normandy, and he foon fucceeded in his negotiations. 
The princefs came over this year to England, and was' loei: 
married to Ethelred ^. 

In the end of the nin 
century ; when the nortl' 
titude of people or rathe 
lively emitted, (ehi fijrth 
as before, but of pirates 
countries, pofleffed by hi 
Kollo, a petty prince o 
valour and abiKties foon ' 
men. He was expofed ii 
king of Denmark, who i 
dent principality ; and w 
had recourfe at laft to 
polie, which be had fo ol 
of arms ° ; He lulled R< 
peace ; and falling fudd< 
brother and his bravefl o 
fafety into Scandinavia. 
jeSs, induced partly by 
by the oppreJ^ons of the 
felves under his ftandai 

every enterpHzc. Rollo, mttead of attempting to reco- 
ver his paternal dominions, where he muft expert a v!go> 
pOHs refinance from the Danes, determined to puifue an 
ealier, but more impcM'tant undertaking, and to make hi? 
fortune, in imitatien of hit countrymen, by pillaging the 
richer and more fouthem eoafti of Europe. He collc3ed 
* body of troc^s, which like that of all thefe ravagers, 
VM compofed w Norwcgtass, Swedes, Frifians, Danes, 



^ H. Hunt. p. 359. t^sden, p. S71. ' ^ pudo ex 
edit. Dnclie&c, p. 70, 71. Gm.Ocmeticeiuii 1ft. s. cap. a, 3. 
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^■Jn''^^ *^ bei^ attuflonied 

J y . deligbt in nothing but 
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wbicti he pretended ap-. 

Iiich according to his in-^ 

to him the greateft fuc* 

en^ve with thofc ijiK>- 

as- en Englaod, near the. 

great tnonarch, faaviof^ 

n in FaA-Ang^ia, ami: 

rthumberUnd, and hav- 
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t fifK^iiig 'hat no, 
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Hand, and maci- 

I Freochi having 

I,, who united aU 

i policy of more 

tf^.theespedienl 

4«n ft fettlement 

had; dept^uUtecl 

gy yenrs purfued 
i feytbe Goths( 
ud^, , and othef 
■fHUXf in the me4 
th«fe feveral xut* 
.f^rtieular fitv^ 
latwr tribes, Ky» 
Otis, by land iip<») 
crcd Tar into Eh« 
t\ims with iheni 
h«d IW hopes .*f 
fffl-ift particifi*ti» 
E^l^ mack tbeta 
think 
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, ' Ghil.Gew«. lib. ». 'tap. 17.' " '« Gul. Gemet. lib. 1. 
cap. 19, 20, zi. ^ Order Vitalis, p, 459. <^iil Gemet. 
lib. 4.'«ap. 1. X Order. Viialis,^ p^4S^ 

L,: ,.,i-,Gt)Ogle 



ETHELRED. lai 

peiions with a country, which his poflerity va» fo' fotmC H AP. 
after deftinc<l to fubdue. fit 

Thk Danes had been cftabliflied during a longCT period '-"*V— ' 
in England than in France ; and though the fimilarity ti 
their original language to that of the Saxons invited theol 
to a more early coalition with the natives, they had found, 
as yet, fo little cz am pie of civilized manners among the 
£nglilh, that they tctatned all their antient fen>city, aixl 
valued chemfelves only on their national chara£ier of rnitw 
lary bravery. The recent, as wdl as more ancient ai- 
chievemenis of their countrymen, tended to fupport thia 
idea ; and the Englifh princes, particularly Athdflan aiA 
Edgar, fenfibleof that fuperiority, had been accu domed 
to keep in pay bodies of Duiifli troops, who werequar- 
tered about the country, aitd committed many vit^encea 
upon the inhabitants. TheTe mercenaries had attained to 
luch a height of luxury, according to the dd Englifh wre- 



lees. 

Mor.ij. 

orders 



of 

of 

jn Mercia. Tfais reprelentatiDn of ;the matter W ablblutelj iin- 
foflitie. Great ^reflitance muli bave been made, and violent 
wan eq&ed ; wnich was liot the cafe. This account given tj 
W&IHngford, though he ftands fmofl^ muit be admitt^ is the 
pHj true' one. ^ Wearetold, ikiltiKJi^'neLurtlai!f,lerJDane, 

for 
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CH A ProTda'a''w«re Afpatcbed to oofinnence the Mccutitm every 
* "in. where on the fame day ; and the fcftivml of St. BTke^ 
V- "jC" -' which- fell on a Suiidiiy, ihe day on whtct the Denes ofu- 
ally baihsd themCetves, was chofcn for that fturpofe. It 
is netdle^ to repeat the accounts ti<anfniittMoF the batba- 
rity ef this mafTacre: The rage of the populace, excited 
by fs mtny iiijtiriet, fanflified by authority, and flimu- 
lated.by example, diftinguilhcd not between itinoccncc and 
guih,rpared- neither fex nor age, and was tiet fatiated 
wiihmU ifae tortures, as well as death,- of the unhappy 
viftiim". Even Gunilda, (ifter to the king of- Den- - 
mark, who had niarried earl Pahng, and.had erhbraced 
Chriftianily, was, front the advice of Cdric, carl of 
Wilts, fciiKed and condemned t^ death by Ethehed, after 
feeing-ber huftand and chiktren butchered before her face. 
This tuihappy pnncefs foretold, in the ageniesof defpair* 
that hermurder would foon b6 avenged by the total ruin 
ef the' Engblh nation '. 
1005. , NiVER was prophecy better MfiHed ; -md never did 
bubgfxais policy prove more fotal to the- aftors. Sweyn 
•Tid hit Danes; who warned bilt a pretence to mvade the 
EngUft), appeared off the i*Sfterncoaft, aird threatened to 
take full revenge for the flaugbter of their connirymeo. 
Exeter fell fird into their hands, from t&e negligence or 
trcftcbery of earl Hugh, a Norman, who had been made 
govcmoc by the iniereft oF queen Emma *li THey began 
4ofpread.iheirdevaftations over the country j when the 
Englifhy /enfible of what ontrages they muft now expeA 
fromthrir barbarous and offended enemy, aflcmbled more 
rarly and In greater numbers, than ufual, and tnade an 
appearance of vigorous pefilfance. But all thefc prepara- 
tions were ^ftrated by the treachery of (hike AHric, who 



for an idle lazy fellow^ who lives tt other pei^e'sexpence, 
cune rsom the coodoS of the Danes, who were put to death. 
But the Englilh j^dcci had been entirely mailers for ftveni ge- 
nerations j and only fupported a militaiy con's of tl^t natiop. 
It feems probable, iberefore, that it was theie IVes only th« 
were put to death. 

■* W. Malm. p. 64. H. Hunt. p. 360. Hove^, p. 4*9- 
Higden, p. 171. Abbas Rieval, p. 361. BrpinptoR, p. SSj^ 
Math. Weft, p aoo YKod. Neiift. p 427, ' W. Mabi. 
p 69. Q-Chron.Sax.p. 135. rf. Hont, p. 360. Ho^ 
den, p. 4,29. Sim. Dun. p. 165. 
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wasintrtined with the command, tnd who, fatgm«g fiek- C:H A,f^ 
nets, fcfufcd to Wd th« army againU thel)ini«$tttlit wa» HI. 
difpirited, and at Icall diflipal«J( hy bit fUai tniicaa-- '~'~^<'**'' 
du£t". Alfric iooa after died; and Edric, ■_% grotum 
traitor than he, who had mafried the king's dat^hter, and 
had acquired a total afcendaot ov«r him, fuccefdod Alfric 
in the goveiamcni of Merely ukI in the cenunand of^ (he 
Knglilh armies \ A peat famifl«, proceeding ptrt^ 
from the bad feafons, partly fiom the decay of agricul- 
ture, adijed to all the other mileriet of the inhabitants ^. 
The country, walled by th« Danes, harafled by the 
Cruitlefs expedicioiu of its own fKces, was reduced to the __ 
utmoft delbUcion ; and at U(l fi^bmitted to the infamy <^ *ooj- 
purcbafii^ a fuvcarioiK p«ace rnuB the tatmj, bftho 
payiaent of 30,000 pounds ". . 

The Englilh. eodeavoured to einp1<^ this ittterral ia 
I the r-etum of th« Duw^ 

expefi. A law wm made, 
ght bydes of land tOrpnn^ 
I- %■ conaplcat fuit of hriow ) 
nip- a Ihip for the defence of 
y.yifi aflemUed, which mult 
bundred veCTels ^, aU hopes of 
by the factions, animo(iti«i« 
ky: Edric had impelled hi* 
tn aecufation of treafen againft 
%, the father of the famont 
deman* well acqiwinlfld with 
wer of his enemy, found «• 
Iderting with twenty fli'tps ta 
»1 him with a fleet of eighty 
hattaed in a tAnpelV, and 

ilraiide^ 

1 Hunt. p. 360. tioyedeo, f^ 
rgo, p. 33, Sim. Dun, p. 165. 
felm. p, 63. Hovedeti, p. 4301. 
iron. Sax p. 133. W. Malm. 

'■• Chion. Sax. p. 136. '"' 



3^. Hovedeit, p- 430. Hig- 
.136. H. Hunt. p. 36*. 
1^ Brampton, p. 887. 



a p. 136. 



figom. p. 612 

ies'iii ^gland. Omftquentry 

fBs^ Toe cav^ was 30,450 



vGoogIc 



124 HISTOftV or ENGLAND. 

CHAP, ftnndedon the coaft, he ivasfiiddenly attackeif 1^ Woirnoth* 
ni. and all his veffel* burnt and deftroyed ^. The imbecility of 

•^"w"""^ the king wm» Kttle capable of repairing this milcarriage ; 
The treacherv of Edric fruflrated every plan of future de- 
fence*;- And the EngliOi navy, diCconcerted, difcouraged, 
and divided, was at laft fcattered into its feveral harbours *. 
It is impoflible, or would be tedious, to relate parti- 
cularly all fne miferies to which the Engltfh were thence- 
forth expofed. We hear of nothing but the facking and 
burning fif towns; the devaftations of the open country ; 
the appearance of the enemy in every quarter of the king- 
dom; their cruel dlligenceindircDvering any comer which 
had not been ranfacked by their former* violence. The 
broken and disjointed narration of the antient hiflorians is 
here well adapted to the nature of the war, which was 
conduced by fuch fudden inroads, as would have been 
dangerous even to an- united and weH governed kingdom, 
but proved fatal, where nothing but a general con^ema- 
tioo, and mutual diffidence and diffentton prevailed. The 
governors of one prov'mce refufed to march to the aflift- 
ftance of another, and were at laft terrified firbm aflem' 
bling their forces for the defence of their oWn ■province*', , 
General councils were fummoned ; but either no refolution 
sras taken, or none was. executed.' And the only expe- 
dient, in which the Englifh agreed, was the bafe and 
imprudent one, of buying anew a peace of the Danes by 
the payment of 48,000 pounds ^. 
This meafure did not bring them even that fliort inter- 
im i, *>l of repofe which they -had expeAed from it. The 
Danes, neglefiing all engagements, continued their de- 
vaftationi and hodilities ; levied a new contribution oF 
6000 pounds from the county of Kent alone; murdered 
the archbilbop of Canterbury, who had refufed to coun- 
-> tenance this exaCtion * ; and the Englifh nobility found no 

Dtherrefourcethanthatoffubmitting every where to the 
DaniA monarch, fwearing allegiance to him, and deliver- 
ing 

z Chron. Sax p. 137. W. Main. p. 63. Hovcden. p. 
430. Sim. Dun. p. i6p. ^ Hoveden, p 431, Sim. 
Dun. p. 167. Brompton, p. 887. ' H. Hunt p,36i, 
c Chron. Sax. p 140 ° Hoveden, p. 432. Chioti, 

Mail- p. 154 Chron St. Pettide Bni^, p. 3;. Site- Dun- 
,p, 169. *■ Chron. Su. p. 142. Eadmer, p. 4* . 
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ing him hodages for their good behaviour'. Eth«lr«),C H A^ 
equally afraid of the violence of the enemy, and the trea- '^ 
chery of his own fubjeQs, fled into Normandy, whither he "^~'-' 
had fent before him queen Emma, and her twofonst Al- '*"3- 
fredandEdw^rd'^. Richard received his unhappy guells 
iwiih a generofity which does honour to his memory, 

Th e king had not been above llx weeks in Normandy, 
when he heard of the death of Sweyn, who expired at 1014. 
Gainthorough, before he had time to eftablifli himfelf in 
his new-acquired dominions ". The Englifh prelates and 
npbitiiy, taking advantage of this event, fent qver a depu- 
tation to Normandy, inviting Ethelred to return to them, 
expreffing a defire of being governed again by their native 
prince, and intimating their hopes, that, being now bet* 
ter taught by experience, he would avoid all thofe errora, 
which had been attended with fuch misfortunes to himfelf 
and to his people '. But the mifcondu£l of Ethelred was 
incurable j and on hia refuming the government, he difco- 
vered the fame incapacity, indolence, cowardice, and cre- 
dulity, which had fo often expofed him to the infults of 
w, Edric, notwithftanding hia 
fuch influence al court, as to 
of Sigefertand Morcar, two 
ercia : Edric allured them into 
lered them " ; while Ethelred 
of ibis aflion, by confifcating 
into a convent the widow of 
m of fingular beauty and me- 
vas paid her, during her cou- 
ld, the king"^ elded fon, (he 
I an affeSion, that he releafed 
fooD after married her without 

llfli found in Canute, the fon 

enemy no lels terrible than 

death had fo lately delivered 

them. 



' Sim. Dun, p, 169, 170. ° Cbron. Sax. p. 144. W, 
Malm. p. 70. " Sim. Dim. p. 170. ' Chron. &z. p- 
14.5. W. Malmef p.'?). Hoveden, p. 433. Higwn, ot. 
273. Sim..I>un. p. 171. Diceto, p. 466 AInred Bevcn. 
p. 115. "t W. Mahner p. 71. H. Hunt. p. 36a. Ho- 
veden, p. 433. Sim. Dun. p. 171. Brompton, p. 9^2, 89}. 
^ W.Maini. p. 71. 
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OHAP.tlietn. Heratage'dllieeafleriiCoaft with mercilcrs fury, 
in. and put athore all rhe Englifliliollagesat Sandwich, aficr 
* — w ' having cot off their hands and nofes ". He was obliged, 
by the neceffiry of his afFairs, to make a. voyage to Den- 
mark ; but returning Toon after, he continued his depre- 
dations along the fouthem coall ; and even broke into the 
counties of Dorfet, Wilts, and Somerfet; where an ar- 
'< ' my was aflembted agalti^ him, under the command of 
prince Edmond and duke Edric. The laiter ftiU conti- 
' nued his perfidious machination^ ; and after endeavouring 

in vain to get the prince into his power, found means to 
dtSip-ite the army, and he then openly deferted to Canute 
with forty veflels ". 

■ Notwithstanding this misfortune, Edmond was 
not difconcerted ; but alTembling together all the force of 
England, was in a condition to give the enemy battle. 
The king had had fuch frequent experience of perfidy 
among his fubje6ts, that he had loft all confidence in them ; 
and he remained at London, pretending ficknefs, but 
really from apprehenfions, that they intended to buy their 
peace, by delivering him into the hands of his enemies "*. 
The army called aloud for their fovercign to march at 
their head againll the Danes ; and on his refufal to take 
the field, they were fo difcouraged, that thcfc vaft prepa- 
rations became inelTeStual for the defence of the king- 
dom '. Edmond, deprived of alt regular refources to 
' maintain the foldiers, was obliged to commit equal ra- 
' Tages with thofe praftifed by the Danes '^ and after mak- 
ing fotne fruitlels expeditions into the north, which had 
■fubmltted entirely to Canute's power, he retired to Lon- 
don, determined there to maintain to the lad extremity 
the fmall remains of Englilh liberty. He here found eve- 
g ry thing in copfufion by the death of the kli^ who expir- 
ed after an unhappy and inglorious reign of thirty-five 
years. He left two Tons by his firft marriage, Edmond, 
'whofucceeded him, andEdwy, whom Canute afterwards 
murdered ^. His two fons by the fecond marriage, Alfred 

and 

*■ CbtoB. Sax, p. i+j, W. Malm, p 71. Hoveden, p. 
-433. Hifidtn, p. 373 " Chron. Silx. p. 1+6. W. M^. 

p 71. H. Hunt. p. 362. Hoveden, p. 4.33. ° Sim- 

Dun p. 174. Bron-.pion, p S93. ' Cbroo, Sax. f. 4+7. 

'Hoveden, p 434. Sim: Dun: p. 172 Q-ChroiLSaxii. »47.Hofe- 
den, P434. ^ Hoveden, p. 436/ C^ton. Moilr. p. IJJ- 
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and Edward, were immediately upon Elhelrcd's death, C! HAP- 
conveyed into Normandy by queen Emma. HI. 

E D M O N D Ironfide. 

THIS prince, who received the name of Ironfide 
from his hardy valour, pofTelTcd courage and abili- 
ties, fufficient to have faved his country from finking into 
thefe calamities, but not to raife it from that abyfs of mi- 
fery into which it bad alreidy fallen. Among ihe other 
misfortunes of the Englifh, treachery and difafFedion had 
crept in among the nobility and prelates ; and Edmond 
found no better expedient to prevent the further progrefs 
of thefe fatal evils, than to lead his army inflantly into the 
field, and to employ ihem againll the common enemy. 
After meeting with ibme fuccefs at Gillinghani ^, he pre- 
pared himfelf in one general engagement to decide the 
fiiteof his crown, and at Scoerflon, in the county of Glo- 
(^efter, he offered battle to the enemy, who were com- 
manded by Canuie and Edric. Fortune in the beginning 
of the day declared for him ; but Edric, having cut off 
the head of one Ofmer, whofe countenance refembled 
tliat of- Edmond, fixed it on a fpear, carried it through 
the railks in triumph, and called aloud to Ihe Englifh, that 
it was time for them to fly ; for behold t the head of their 
fovereign ^. And though Edmond, obferving the con- 
fternationof the troops, took off his helmet ^, and (hew- 
ed himfelf to rhem, the utmoft he could gain by his aSi- 
vity and valour was to leave the vifiory undecided. 
Edric took now a furer method to ruin him, by pretend- 
ing to defert to him ; and as Edmond was well acquainted 
with his power, and probably knew no other of the chief 
nobility in whom he could repofe more conRdeiice, he wa> 
obliged, notwithftanding the repeated perfidy of the man, 
to give him a conliderable command in the royal army *. 
A battle foon after enfued at Aflington in Effex ; where 
Edric, flying in tho beginning of the day, occafioned the 
total deh^at of the Englifh, followed by a great {laughter 

of 

» W. Malm; p. 72, H. Hunt. p. 365. Hwedcn, p- 434. 

Higden, p. 273. ^ W. MriUfc f-'Jt- Hovedeo, p 435. 

Higdcn, p. 473. " W.Malm, p. 72. * W.ftMJm. f, 
7». Horote, p. 435. 
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CH AP. ofthcnoblUty^ The indefatigable Edmond, however, 
HI- had flill rcfouices ; and aflembling a new armjr at G)o- 
' ^""V-*-' cefter, was again in a condition to difpate the field; when 
the Danifh and Englifli nobility, e<^ly harailiMl with 
thefe convulfionij obliged their kings to come to a com' 
promife, aad to divide the kingdom between them by 
treaty. Canute referred to hinnTelf the northern divifton 
oTMerciaj Eaft-Anglia, and NorthumberUnd, which he 
had entirely fubdued : The foutbcra parts were left to 
Edmond^. This prince furvived the treaty about a 
month; and wa> murdered aiOxfordby twoof hischam- 
berlatns, accomplices of Edric*, who thereby made way 
for the fucceilion of Canute the Dane to the crown of 
England. 

CANUTE the Great. 

lOiT. 'T*HE Englifli, who had been unable to defend their 
X coumry, and maintain their independency, under 
fo adtve and brave a prince as Edmond, could, after his 
death, expe£t nothing but total fubjcdion firom Canute, 
whO) a3ive and brave himlelf, and at the head of a, 
great force, was ready to take advantage of the minority 
cf Edwin and Edward, the two fona of Edmond. Yet 
this conqueror, who was commonly fo little fcruplous, 
fbewed himtelf anxious to cover his injudice under pUu- 
fible pretences ; and before he feized the dominions of 
the Engtifh princes, he fummoned a general aflembly of 
the dates of England, in order to (is the fuccelEon <a the 
kingdom. He here fuborned fome nobles to depofe, that - 
in the treaiv of GloceAer* it was verbally agreed, that 
in cafe of Edmond's death, Canute fliould eidier be his 
fucceflbr in his dominions, or be tutor to his children " (foe 
hiftorians vary in this particular:) And this evidence, 
fupportcdby the great power of Canute, determined the 
ilates immediately to put the Danifh monarch in pof- 
reflion of the government. Canute* jealous of the two 
young 

^ W. Malm, p 71. Hoveden, p. 43;. Higden, p. 274. 
Wallingfcid. p. 549. 2 w. Mahn. p. 7a. * H. 

Hunt p, 363. Higden, p. 374. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo* 
p. 36. Diceto, p. 466. Brompton, p. 906. ^ Hoveden, 

p. 336. Higden, p. 374. Sim. Dun. p. 175, Abbas RievaL 
p- $6;. Brompton, p. 907. 
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yoong prison, b«t ftnfible that be OaaM nmder UM-CH AT. 
felf exireniel odiouc, if he ordered (hem to tic cK^tdiod ID. 
in En^and, fent diom ^oad lo Ms tXiy, the img; •f'-^'iT"*' 
Sweden, whom he defired, fo Toon -at tiicy MTived«tfau 
co«n, to rid hun, by their deBth> of 4t11 Mr^m- Mwncf . 
Tjie Swedish taoaar^ Knn 'too£«iiCRWsto cemiilf mil 
this requefl ; but being Hfrnid to ttra# on hinrfetf a tfut- 
rel widi Cxnuw, by protesting the Englilh f>riHcc«, ke 
fern them 'to Sotomen, king of Hungary, to be cdu^Hni 
in his court*^. The Met, Edwin, wm Btterwards imT' 
ricd to Soknucn'sfiftcr; but he dying widwot iflue, that 
pjrvx ^ve hk (iftn'4iwUw, A^alha, dmt^km «f flie 
emperor Henry II. in maniage to E^rard) theyeanger 
brother ; and fhe bore him &lgar AtMii^, Mwgaret, 
aiterws-ist)ueen of Scotland, andCtirlftiM> wtwretirtd 
imo a cmvent. 

Canbtx, tho'he tudreodted his great point' t^ am- 
bition, in obtaining poflelGon of the Englith «ro*n, vn$ 
obliged at firft tomaic great feeifices to tt; andtogrtftfy 
-the diief «f *he Bobiiity, 1^ beflowiig on Aem the mdft 
extenfive governments and jurifdidions. He created 
TburluU eari or duke t>f Eaft-An^ia, Ifor Axfe titles 
iB«rc then nearly of the bme import) Yiic of INoithtMn- 
berland, and S^ric df M^ia ; rcfisYiii^ on^ to hiniTtU 
.the adminifliwion of Whiles: ". But feaxng afterward* 
Jt fiavoonAde oppomniity, he expelled ThurkiH and ¥ric 
f rDtn tbeirigovertimeots, rndbaniftiedifreintheliiiigdom'': 
He put to death mmy of the EngliRi nobSity, cm whafc 
fiddiiy be coald not i^V, and whom he hated on acCont 
of thisr infidriity to their narive prince ''. And even the 
traitor, Edric, having hid the atTHnnK* to Tffprtfach him 
vith his ferv(ce«, was «omlemned to be e^cAted, ittid 
1^ body to he tjwetvn it^ro ^ Thanies ; a (uiMble rt- 
■wardfor iis nitiitij>tieda3s'c)f perfidy andt^etlifin''. 

C-AJiuTt atib feund himfelf obliged in the begimritg 
W bis retga, to lead the peo^ vnthliearf taxes, in or- 
der tsnw«rdtM Svnifli feAowers; tnd teexaOedfWttt 
ihem at one time the fum of 72,000 pounds ; belidea 

Vol. I. K xi.ooo 

« "W. Main. p. }3. Ifowden, p. 436. Chton. Jlftrflr. > 
•155. HigdMs ^. ttrS- 8i*B. Don. -p. T?5- tfeno, p. ^po. 
■^Ctao*. Sax. >.«*.- W,M«lin.y-^3. fhmAea, -p- 43$. 
fe B e toi . to. 'awi. AbMmin, b. 6b6. 'Btiwden, o. 447. 

•Ti.Huit p763- AbijasiiifcS. J. 565. • wS&a. 

p. 7j. Hcnden, p. 4J& 
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.C HAP' ii)000 pounds, wbich he levied upOR London alone'*. 
ITT . He was probably willing, from pditical motives, to 
*— ">— *^ mul3 fevcrcly that cjty, on account of its affeaionate ad- 
hering to Edmond, and its refiding, during the late reigil, 
the Daniftj power in two pbftinate fieges". But thefc 
tigors were imputed to necdliiy ; and Canute, like a wife 
. prince, was determined, that the Englifh people, now 
-deprived of all tbetr dangerous leaders, (houid be tecon- 
.ciled to the Daniib yoke, by the juftice and equality of 
-hifr adminiflration '. He fern back to Denmark as many 

- of his followers as he Could fafely fpare : He reflored the 
. Saxon culloms in a general afFembly of the llales of the 

- kif^dom " : He made no didinSion between Danes and 
Englifli in the diflribution of juftice^: And he took care, 
by a ftrid execution of law, to prOteS the lives and pro- 
perties of alt his people- The Danes were gradually in- 

. rarpbrated with his new fubjeds ; and both were glad to 
; breathe a little from thofe multiplied calamities, 
from which the one, no lels than the other, had, in their 
frerce conteft for power, experienced fuch fatal confe- 
quences. 

The removal of Edmond's children into fo diflant a 
country as Hungary, was, next to their death, regarded 
by Canute as the greateA fecurity of his government ; 
. and he had no farther anxiety, exctpt with regard to Alfred 
^and Edward, who were proteded and fupported by their 
uncle, Richard, duke of Normandy. Richard evenfit- 
. ted out a great armament, in order to reftore the Englifli 
;princes to the throne of their anceflors; and though the 
. navy was difperfed by a florm, Canute faw the danger to 
which he was expofeid, from the animolity of fo warlike a 
people as tbfc Normans. In order to acquire the friend- 
.Ihip of the duke, he paid his addrefles to queen Emma, 
the (iner of that prince ; and promifed that he would 
-leave the chiltlren whom he fhould have by that marriage, 
.in poflTeliion of the crown of England. Richard com- 
, plied with his demarid, and feiit over Emma to Ei^land, 
where 

^ Cbron.Sax. p. ij'- H. Hunt. p. 363. CbroB St. Petri 
^e.Boi«o, p. 3^. " W. Mahn. p. 72.- lo one of thefc 
Tieges, Canute diverted the courie of the Thames, ami by tint 
means brought his fhips above tondon-biidge. - ' Ineulf, p. 
ISS. t Chron.S«. p. 151. Chron..M|i5r, p. isj. Higd«. 
; F- *7.1-.-, ' v^' W, MalmT p. ,73.: . ■ 
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■where Qie was foon after married to Canute ". The Eo- CHAP. 
^ilh, though they difapproved of her elpouling the moF- HI. 
tal enemy of her fOTmer hufliand and hia family, were* ■"v'^*/ 
pleafed to find at court a fovereign to whom they were 
accuftomed, and who had already formed connediom 
with them. And thus Canute, befidet fecuring, by his 
marriage, the alliance of Normandy, gradually acquired, 
by (he fame means, the confidence of^his own people ". 
The Nwrnan prince did not long furvive the marriage of 
Emma ; and he lett the inheritance of the dutchy to his 
eldeft fon of the fame name ; who dying a year after him 
without children, was fucceeded by his Drother Robert, ■ 
man of vitlour and ability. 
, Canute, havine fettled hispower-in England beyond 
all danger of a revolution, made a voyage Co Denmark, 
in order to reflU the attacks of the king of Sweden ; and 
he carried along with htm a great body of the Er^lifli, 
under the command of earl Godwin. This iK^^eman 
had here an opportunity of performii^ a fervice, by which 
he both reconciled the king's mind to the Englifh nation, 
and gaining to himfelf the friendfhip of bis fovercign, 
laid the foundation of that immenfe fortune which he 
acquired to his family. He was llationed neit the Swedifli 
camp ; and oUerving a favourable opportunity, which he 
was obliged fuddeniy to feize, he attacked the enemy in 
the night, drove them from their trenches, threw them 
inro diforderj purfued his advantage, and obtuned s 
decifive viSory over them. Next morning, Canute, 
feeing the Englifh camp entirely abandoned, imagined 
that thefe difatfeSed troops had deferted to the enemy; 
and he was agreeably furprifed to find that they wer^ at 
that time engaged in purfuic of the difcomfited Swedes ". 
He was fo pleafed with this fuccels, and the manner of 
obtaining it, that he beftowed his daughter in marrt^ 
upon Godwin, and treated "him ever after with the moft 
entire confidence and regard. 

In another voyage, which he made afi^rwards to Den- loaBj 
mark, Canute attacked Norway, and expelled the juft, 
but unwu-Iike Ohas, from his ungdom, of which he re- 
K 2 tained 
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. *• Chron. Sax. p, 1 51. W. Malm. p. 73. " 1 
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.C H A P.taiUttd pofl«ffioa till tb« death of that (vince ': He had 
. ni- aow by hit cooquefls and valour attained the utawfi 

■^-~v~-' hci|;ht of his anjiilioB { and having leifure from wars and 
HViguev, he fsk the lUilatistaaofy natun of all human 
enjoyment! ; and oqitaS^ weary of the glories and tur- 
moil of tt^ lifci he b^anto ca& his vtew towards that 
future exiflence, whii^ it is fo nalwal for the human 
miad, whstbcr fatiated by profperily er difgutled with 
adver&y, to naake the objeQ of its attention. Unfor- 
lilnatelyt the fpirit which prevailed in that age gave a 
.wrong diredion to his devotion ; and inftcad of makii^ 
.atonement to thofe whom he had injured by his forvMt 
iSta of violence, he employed himfelf entirely in thoie 
.•«sercife« of pietyj which the monks reprefentcd as the 
mod BieritcriOtts. He built churdies, he endowed mon- 
^leries.S he enriched (he eceleliallics> and he beftowcd 
ttvenues fee the fupport of chantrica at AQingtoi} and 
(riher places, where be app(»nted prayers to be faid ' for 
the foult of th^e who had there fallen in battle sgaiidt 
.him^. He even undoiook a pilgrimage to Rome,*, 
where be ibjourned a cooitderable time ; bdidcs obtaia- 
ing from the Pope fome privileges for the English fchool 
efeded there, he engaged all the princes throu^ whofe 
dominions he wai oUteed to pafa, to defift from thofe. 
heavy impofittons and tolk, which they were accullomed to 
eza£t from the Engliflt pilgrims ^. By this fpirit o<^ do* 
vdtion, no lels than by his equitable and politic admini- 
flration, be gained, hi a good mcaTure, the aficSions of 
:litt fubjeds. 

Cakuti, who was the greatcft and moll powerfiil 
prince of his time, fovereign of Denmaflc and Norway, 
ai w«H as <itf England, cotild not fail to meet with adula- 
tion from his courtiers; a tribute wht^ is liberally paid 
even teUte meaneft and wcakeQ princes. Some of his 
fboerers bre^ng out, siie day^ in admiration of hia 
grandeur, exclaimed that every Ihii^ was poffiUe for 
-:.,.. lam : 

' Qmh. Sax. p, I S3, H. Himt. p. 364. Hbvedcn, f, 

:437. Chron. Mailr. p. 155. ChroivSt. Petri de Burgoo, p. 
"38. 'l.Ingulf, p. 61. * W. Malm, p 73. Diceto, 

■ p. 467. ^ Cbnin. Sax. p. i (jj.- H. Hunt, p- 364. Hove- 

den, pj 437. Iflgnlf,> 59. Clron. Majlr. p. 1 55. ■*■ W. 

Mafan. p. 74, 75,, Hoveden, p. 439. Ingulf, p. J9» w. 
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Vim: Upon which the monarch, it it fwd, otinti hUCHA R> 
' chair to be fei on the fea-fbore, while the tide ww nuk- lU. 
ing; and as the waters approadied, he commiiided them ^^^l*"*^ 
to retire, and to obejr the voice of him who wa> lord of 
the ocean. He feigned to fit fc»ne time in etpeSuion of 
their lubmiffion ; but when the Tea ftill advanced bovac^i 
him, and began to wafh him with its bitlowi, he tumeA 
to his couTtien, and remarked to them that every crea* 
tore in the univerie wai feeble and impotent, and that 
powerrefided with one Being alone, in whofe hands weee 
ail the elements of nature, who could fay to lhe«ccaa, 
Tbuifar fialt tbifi go, and no fartbtf^ and who could 
level with his nod the aiaSt toweiii^ piles of tHiman|md^ 
and ambition^. 

- Thx oBly memorable adion which Canute petformod ion, 
after his return from Rome> was an expedititm agaiiA 
Malcolm, king of Scotland^. During the reign of 
Ethelred, there had been impeded a tax of a fhilling a 
byde on all the lands of England, which was commonly 
cMkA Danigeh ; becaufe the revenue had been cmployea, •: 

driter in buying peace with the Danes, or in making 
preparaticms agaiidl the inroads of that hoffile aation. 
That prince \aA required, that the fame tax DhmU b« 
paid by Cumberland, which was held by (be'StXiti; bat 
Malcolm, a warlike prince, told him, that, as he wn 
always able to repulfe the Danes by hb own power, be 
would neither fubmit to buy peace <^ his enemies, nor 
pay others for rcfiftine them. Ethelred (tended at tlwi 
reply, which conuined a fecret rejxoach of his own con* 
dud, undertook an expedition againft Cumberland ; aMi 
though be committed ravages upon the country", be 
could never bring Malcolm to a temper more faliniffiw 
or compliant. Canute, alter his acccffioa, fummonefl 
the Scotti{h lung to acknowledge himfelf a vaflii) for Cun^ 
berland to the crown of England ; but Matccdm refiiicS 
compliance, on pretence that he owedlhis fubnniffion oidy 
to thofe princes, who by right of blood inherited tluit 
kingdom. Canute was not of a temper to bear this in- 
^t; and the king of Scotland foon found, that the fceptre 



^ ICgdeii, p. 276. Brompton, p. 91a. Mattb. Wcft.p, 
009. AiwltaSacra, to). I. p. 2]x. * Chioa£sa.p. t;], 
154. ■ Chnm. Abb.StPetrideBwSD, p..}}. £i4;Du* 
pt64. Flor.W^oni-p.6i9. 



vGoogIc 



,34 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

C H A P.wu in fcry different hands froni thofe of the feeble and 
' in. irreMute Ethelred. Upon Canute's appearing on the 
^^ f ^"^ ftcnticn with a formidable army, Malcolm agreed, thaX 
his grandfon and heir, Duncan> whom he put^in pof- 
{efliDn of Cumberland, fhould make the fubmilTioDS re- 
quired, and that the heirs of Scotland fhouliT always 
acknowledge themfelves vafTalt to England for that pro- 
vince ^. 

CANtJTE palTcd four years in peace after (his enterr 
prize, and he died at Shaftfbury " ; leaving three Tonsi 
Sweyn, Harold, and Haidicanute. Sweyn whom he had 
by his firft marriage with Alfwen, daughter of the earl of 
Hamjifbire, w» crowned in Norway : Hardicanuie, whom 
Emma had borne him, was in pofleflion d Denmark i 
. . Ktfold, who was of the fame rowTiage with Sweyn, w» 
at that time in Ei^land. 

HAROLD HAREFOOT. 

103$. npHOUGH Canute, in his treaty ■wh Ridiari, 
X. duke of Normandy, had ftipulated, that his chil- 
dren by Emma, fhould iucceed. to the aown of Eng- 
land, he had either thought himfelf freed from that en- 
g^ement by the death of Richard, or efteemed it dan- 
ffO'ous to leave an unfectled and newly-conquered kingdom 
in the hands of fo young a prince as Hardicanute ; and he 
therefore appointed by his will, Harold fncccflbr to the 
crown •. This prince was befides upon the fpot ; he was 
favoured by all the Danes ^ ; and he got immediately 
pofleflion of his father's treafures, which might be equally 
ufeful, whether he found it neceflary to proceed by force 
w intrigue, in infuring his fucceflion °. On the other 
land, Hardicanute had the fuSr^es of the Englifli, who 
on account of his being born among them of queen 
."Exovaa, regarded him as their countryman; hewasfavourr 
«d by the artidei of treaty with the duke of Normandy ; 
and above all, his party was efpoufed by eaH Godwin, the 
moft powerful not>lenian iif the kingdom, efpecially in the 
pr<»- 

c W.Mahn. p. 74. P Chron.Sax. p- 154- W. Malm. 
B. 7$. ^ Hovedea, p, ^jtrj. Chron. Mailr.. p 156. Sim. 
pun. p. 179. '' Chron. Sax. p. ■ •" >• ■ 
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of WeffKi, the chief feat of the antient Eng- CHAP- 
Affairs were likely to come to a civil war ^ when HI. 
by the interpoiitipn of the nobility of both parties, a """V*^ 
compromife was made ; and it was agreed, that Hardd 
ftiould enjoy, together with London, uU the pfOYincet 
north of the Thames, while the poSeffion of ihelbuth 
fliould remain to Hardicanute : And till that prince ihoaid - 
appear and take potTelTion of his dominions, Emma fixed, 
her refidence at Wincheller, and eftablifhed her authoritjr 
over her fon's fhare of the partition '. 

Meanv/hile, Robert, duke of Normandy, died in 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and being fucceeded 
by a fon, yet a minor, the two F.ngliih princes^ Alfred 
and Edward, who found no longer any countenance or 
protedion in that country, gladly em^aced the pppAtu- 
nityof paying a vifit, wldi a numerous retinue, totheir ■ 
mother Emma, who feemed to be placed in a ftate of fb 
iTiuch power and fplendor at Wincheder. But the face 
of affairs foon vrorc a melaocbcJy afpe^. Earl Godwin 
had been gained by the arts of Harold, who gave him 
hopes, that he would efpoufc his daughter ; and while - 
the treaty was yet a fecret, thefe two tyrants laid a plan - 
for the deflru£tion of the Engl ilh princes. Alfred was in- 
vited to London by Harold with many profeflions of 
friendftiip j but when he had reached Guilford, he was> 
fet upon by Godwin's vafials, about fix hundred of his 
train was murdered in the mod cruel manner, he himfelf ' 
was taken prifoner, his eyes were put out, and he was 
conduced to the monallcry of Ely, where he died foon 
after ^. Edward and Emma, appnzed of the fate, which , 
was awaiting them, ded beyond fea, the former into Nor- . 
mandy, the tatter into Flanders'": While Hardd, tri- , 
umphing in his bloody p(Jicy, took poffeflion without 
refiflance, of all the dominions alEgned to hisbtotber. 

Thh, 

■ *" ChrOD. Sai. p. 1 54. W. Malm. p. 76. Higden, p. 176, 
Math. Weft. p. 209. ' Chron, Sax. p. 154, H-HunLp, 
364. Ingulf, p, 61, ChroD. Mailt. p. 156- ' " H. Hvnt'. 
p 365. Ypod. Neuftr. p. 434. Hoveden, p. 458. ChrtnL 
Maili. p. 156. Higden, p- 277- ■ Chron. St. Pem dc Burgo, 
p. 39. Sim. Dun. p. 179. Abhas Rieval. p. 3^>374v 
Bronqtton, p. 93$. Gul. Gem. lib. 7. cap. 11. Math. Weft, 
p. 209. Flor. Wigom. p- 622, Ahir. Bcvetl. p. iiS. 
^ ChwBi,^. p. 155. W. Malm. p. 76. ' 
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citA't. Titis 'n dK eidy memorable idnon, ptrifxrotdianag 
■l a nign ui tan yean, by tkia prince, who gav« fo bad a 
" ii*f hbch>r»Qin-, and whole bodily accvi^pliflk- 

loaeaicknpwntoija, bylus appeUaiioB of Ha-f 
ftitf irfudi he acquired ffoSi raa agiltty in nwDtng anJ 
wattdng. He dkd ^ 14th oC Afril, 1039'^ ; very Utile 
ragMtttd cftcained by hb fubjeds ; sRd kft the liio 
ceffion «p*QlAfa»br«th«rf Hardicanute. 

HARDICANUTE. 

. TT A RDI CANUTE, or Canute the Htnfy, thit 

\^\ u, the roboft (for be toa is. chiefly known by hi» 
bodity accompHflinMsts) thon^, \tf remaining feloag in 
Dennack, he hail been deprived of his {hare in the parti- 
tiHiof die lotigdoRV bad not abandoned hit pretcn^m^ 
and l»ti deteimiiicd, be(ar« Karold'sdeath, to recover by 
an»t what be had loA, either by his own ncgligciice, or' 
to dte nec^ty of his aSaici. On pretence of paying a 
TifiltolheQieenDMragniBFIaoden, behadailcmbM 
»lcMcf fixcyful, and ^ris prcpaiing to make a defceot 
on Eflglaml "^ whea inteUwencc of hn brother^ death 
iiidBCM him to fao) inunediMely to London, where he 
Wis rcsolvoA n triomph,. and acknowledged luag without 
ofpATitian. 

Titt firft afil of Hivdicaniit^ gorcrniDent afforded 
ttw Bn^tA a very ted prognoflic of hii future condud. 
Ht WW fa tctttftA at Harsid, Jor depriving him of hia 
fkare of th« kif^dani* and for murckring his brother,'' 
MktA, tbat( in aa impoteu de^ of revenge againft the 
dea^ bccvdeccdhb body to be dug up, and to be thrown 
inH thi Tbanwi : And when it was found by fomc fifher- 
iMA, Mtdbwiffd IB LmdoD, he ordered it again to bedug 
up, and to fa« thrown ag»n into the river : But >t was 
Allied up, a fecond time, and then interred with great 
fecrecy • Godwin, equally fervile and infolent, fub- 
mitt«d lobe hit inflnMtem, in this unnatural aad bniFal 
aSioa. 

That 

•* Chrga. Sax. y. tSJ. " Horeden, p 43S. Km. Duo. 
p. lity. ° W.Malm. p 76 Hovcdcn, p 438 Ingulf, 
-I. 62. Chron. Mailr. p. 1 0. Higden, p 276 Chron. St. 
'etri. de BuTKO, p. 39- Sim. Duiit p. iSo. BicmptOD, p. 
933. FlM. Wigorn. p; 62). 
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That noUcnutn knew, that he was BMVcKaB; be-CHAP., 
U<ev«(ji to have been an accomplice in Alfred's death, ami Dl' 
tli#t he was on that account very obnoxious to Harttica- 1— v*"**^ 

iHite i and pcrhapahe ha|Md, by dif]Jaying his rage agun& 
Harold's memory, tojuftiEy himlelf froai.bavinghadai^ 
participation in his counfels. But prince Edward, being 
invited over hf the hiog hii half-broibcr % immediately 
on bis approach, entered an accufation againft Godwin 
for the murder of Alfred, and demanded juAice for that 
a3 of barbarity. Godwin, 1^ order lo ap peatc tbe king, 
made him a nugnificcot prefent of a galley with a gilt 
fleni, rowed by fourlctn-e men, who wore each of then 
* gold bracdei on bis arm, weighing Tixteen ounces, and 
was armed and doatbed in ihc moA fumfttnous maimer. 
Hardicaoute, pleafed with die fptendor of this Ijpedad^ 
^icUy (oTgcA his farothcr*> murder; and on Godwin's 
tweaniu;tiuu he wai imtoccat <rf that crime, he attswed 
Itim to DC atoquitted '^ 

Though HardicanKe, before his acceflion, hsd been 
ctdkd over by the tdwi of the Englilh, he iooa toft the 
affediAti* of flie nation by his milconduft; but nothii^ 
appeared more grieroUi lo ihem than his renewing tbe im- 
fMition of Daneg^, and obti^ng the nation to pay a 
tfeatfumof mone^ to the fleet, which brought him over 
nom Denmark. The (Kfcontents went high in many^ 
|4accs ; am) in Worceiler the populace rofe, and pnt t» 
death two of the colledors ". The king, enraged at dua 
oppofition, fworc vcn^ance ^ainft the city, and ordered 
l^ee noblemen, Godwin, dnke of WefTex, Stward, duke 
of Northumberland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, to 
exccate his mniaces with the utmc^ rigor. They were 
obliged to (et fice to tbe city, anddeliverit up tobepltm- 
dcrcd by their Mdien ; but ihey faTcd the Utcs rf the in- 
habitants; whom they confined in a fmill ifland of the 
Severn, called Bcverey, till, by their interceflion, thcjr 
were able to appeale the king, and obtain the pardon cH 
the fupplicants^. 

This violent gorcrmnent was of very fhort durafion. 
Hardicanute dieid in two years after his accdlion, at the 



» CWn-Sut. p. 156. W. Malm p- 76. H. Hrnit p. 

36;. <l.W. Ii&bn p. 77. Horeden, p 439. Chnm. 

St. Petri de Burgt, p. 39. Sim. Dun p. 180. >' W. 

- Malm p. 76. * Hovedee, p. 439^ Higdo^ p 27S. 

&m. Dud. p. 181. 
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C HA P. marridge of a Datiifh lord, which he had honoured wTih 

ni. his prefcDce ''. His ufual habits of intemperance and 

*-""v~*^ gluttony were fo well known, that, notwithftandinghisro- 

buft conftitution, his fudden death gave as little furprize, 

as it did forrow, to his fubjeds. 

EDWARD the Confessor. 

lOii- nr^HE Englifl), onthe death of Hardicanute, faw a - 
J. favourableopportunity' offered for recovering their 
liberty, and for fhaking off the Danifli yoke, under which 
they had fo long laboiH-ed, Swcyn, king of Norway, the 
eldeft fon of Canute, was abfent ; and as the two laft 
kings had died without iflue, there appeared none of 
that race, whom the Danes ceuld fupport as fucceffor to 
the throne. Prince Edward was fonunately at court on 
his brother's demife ; and though the defcendants of 
Edmond Ironfide were the true heirs of the Saxon family,- 
yet their abfence in fo remote a country as Hungary, an- 

f>eared a fuflicient reafon for their excluHon, to a people 
ike the Englifli, fo little accudomed toobfervea regular 
order in the fucceflivn of their monarchs. All delays might 
be dangerous ; and the prcfent occafion muff haftily be 
embraced; while the Danes, without concert, without a 
leader, aftonifhed at the prefent incident, and anxious 
only for their perfonal fafety, dared not to oppofe the united 
voice of the nation. 

Bu T this concurrence of circumdances in Edward's fa- 
vour might have failed of its effeft, had his fucceflion been 
oppofed by Godwin, whofe power, alliances, and abili- 
ties, gave him a great influence at all times, much more- 
amidjt thofe fudden opportunities, which always attend a' 
revolution of government, and which, cither feized or 
negle£ted, commonly prove To dccifive. There were 
circumdances, which divided men's hopes and fears with 
regard to their espedations of Godwin's conduS. On 
the one hand, thecredit of that nobleman lay chiefly in 
Weffex, wtich was alinoft entirely inhabited by EngHfli ; 
and it was therefore prefumed, that he would fecond the 
wiflies of his people, in reftoring the Saxon line, and in 
humbling the Danes, from whom he, as well as they« had 
reafon to dread," as they had already felt, the moff grie- 
vous oppreffions. On the other hand, there fubfifled a 
declared 
"^ Hevedeo, p. 459. Sim. Pun. p. 181. Flor, Wigom. 
. p. 623. 
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EDWARD THE CONFESSOR. 139. 

declared aniraofity between Edward and Godwin, on ac-C H A P. , 
count of Alfred's murder j of which the latter had pub- ^^■ 
lidy been accufed by the prince, and which he might '"'"^'~^- 
believe fo deep an oS'ence, as could' never, on account of 
any fubfequent merits, be fincerely pardoned. But their 
comnlon friends here interpofed; andreprefemingthe ne-., 
cellity of their good correfpondence, obliged them to lay 
a(tde all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in refloring li- 
berty to their native country. Godwin only ftipulated, , 
that Edward, as a pledge of his fincere reconcilementi 
ihouid promifc to marry his daughter, Editha " ; and 
having forti6ed himfelf by this alliance, he fummoned at 
OilUngham a general council of the nation, and prepared 
every meafure for fecuring the fucceflion to Edward. 
The Englilh were unanimous and zealous in their refolu- 
tions ; the Danes were divided and difpirited : Any fmall 
oppoOtion, which appeared in this alTembly, w^ brow- 
beaten and fupprefTed; and Edward was crowned king, 
with the higheft dcmonftrations of duty and aifefiion ^. 

The triumph of the En^iJh, upon this fignal and de- 
ciftve advantage, was at Erll attended with fome tnfult 
and'violcnce againft the Danes; but the king, by the 
mildnefs of his charaSer, foon reconciled the latter to his 
adminiftration, and the diflindioii between the two na- 
tions gradually difappearcd. They were intcrfperfed 
with the Englifh in moll of the provinces j they fpdu 
nearly the fame tongue ; they dif^red little in their man- 
ners and laws; the prevalence of domeflic dilTentions in 
Denmark, prevented, for a long time, any powerful in- 
yafion from.thence ^, which might awaken their animo- 
litiesj and as the Norman conquefl, which etifued fooa 
after, reduced both nations to equal fubje3ion, there is 
no farther mention in hiftoiy of any difference be- 
tween them. The joy, however, of their prefent deli- 
verance made fuch impreflion on the minds of the 
Engliih, that they inilitiited an annual feftival for cele- 
brating that great event; and it wasobferved in fbme coun- 
tries, even to the age of Spellman ^. 

The 

^ W.-Maim. p. 80. H. Hunt. p. 365. Ingulf, p. 6i. 
* W. Malm. p. 80. -^ Intheyesir 10^6, the Danes Jiiide 
an invafion from twenty-fiire Ihips, the only one we read of 
during this reign. Chron. Sa:x. p. 158. Kbg Edward Temitted 
the tai called Danegell- Brampton, p. 941, Chron. Diin- 
flaple, vol, i. p. 18. ^ Spel. Gloffary in yexboHaiJaf. 
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CHAP. Thk popularity, which Edward cmojtd on his accef- 
BL fiwi, was not dcflroyed by the firflaaof hU adminiftra- 
.*— v^"*-* tion, riw refuming til th« grants of his immediate prc- 
dcceflbn ; an attempt, which is commonly attended with 
the moft dangerous confeqnences. The poverty of the 
crown convinced the nation, that this aSt of violence was 
beconne abfolutely neceffary ; and as the lofs fell chiefly 
OR the Danes, who had obtained lai^e grants from the 
late kii^, their countrymen, on account of their fervlces 
in fubduing the kingdom, the Englifh were rather pleafed 
to fee them reduora to their primitive poverty. The 
king's feverity alfo towards hia mother the Qseen-dow- 
aiger, though expofed to fome more cenfure, met not with 
very general difapprobation. He had hitherto lived on 
very indifferent tAtns with that princefs : He accufed her 
of negleAinehim and his brother during their adverfe 
fortune ^ : He remarked, that as the fuperior qualities of 
Canute, and his better treatment of her', had made her 
entirely indifferent to the roemorv of Ethelred, flie alfo 
gave the preference to her children of the fecond bed, 
and always regarded Hardicanute as her favourite. The 
fame reafons had probaUy made her unpopular in Eng- 
hnd; and though her benefafiions to the monks obtained 
her the favour of that order, the nation was not, in ge- 
-fieral, difpleafed to Dee her ftripped by Edward of Im- 
menfe trrafures which the had amafled ^. He confined 
her, during the remainder of her life, in a monaftery at 
WinchcAer; but carried no farther his rigour againft her. 
The {lories of his accufing her of a participation in her 
Ion, Alfred's murder, and of a criminal correfpondence 
with the bifhop of Winchedcr, and alfo of her jullifyii^ 
herfelf by treading unhurt with her bare feet over nine 
burning plow-lhares, were rtie inventions of the monkifh 
hiflOTians, and were jiropagated and believed from the 
filly wonder of po'Serily ". 

The En^Uh flattered themrdveSf that, I^ the accef- 
fion of Edward, they were delivered for ever from Ae 
dominion of foreigners ; hot they foon found, that evil 
was not yet entirely removed. The king had been edu- 
cated 

■ * An^ Sacra, vol. i. p. 137. " W. Malm. p. 6^, So. 
Bronpton, p. 906. ^ Cbron. Sax. p. 157. W. Malm, 

p. 80. Hoveden, p. 439- Bigdea, p. 177. ° Higdea. 
P*77- 
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caJxi in Normandy | and hid contraded many intinu- CHAP. 
cies with the notivet of that country, as well as an aSec- ^^^ 
tion to their maiuien *. The court of England was foon '■""V""^ 
filled with Normaiis, who being diftinfuifhed both by the 
iiivour of Edward, and by a degree of cultivation fomfr- 
what fuperior to that of the EngliQi in thofe ages, fooa 
reodcred their language, cuAoms and Ia#i faihionable io 
the kingdom. The ftudy of the French tongue became 
general among the people. The courtien aSeded to 
imitate that nation in their drefs, equipage, and enter- 
uinmeDts : Even the lawyers employed a foreign Ud- 
guage in their deeds and papers .: But above all, the 
church felt the influence and dominion of thefe llrangen ; 
Ulf and William, two Norman^, who had formerly been 
the ting's chaplains, were created biihops of Dorcbelltf 
and London. Robert was promoted to the fep of Canter- 
bury ", and always enjoyed the highed favour of his mal- 
ter, of which his abilities rendered him not unwuthy. 
And though the king's prudence or his want of authority^ 
made him confer almoft all the civil and military emplOT- 
ments on the natives, the ecc)e{jaftical prefErmentt fell 
often to the (hare of the Normans ; and as the latter pof- 
JelTed Edward's confidence, they had fecrelly a great in- 
fluence on public affairs, and excited the jealouly of the 
Englilh, patticularly of earl Godwin ". 

This powerfiil nobleman, befides being duke or earl 
of WelTex, had* annexed to his government, the coun- 
ties of Kent and SulTeXi His eldcA fon, Sweyn, pol£:l^ 
fed the fame authority in the counties of Oxford, Berks, 
Gloceller and Hereford 1 And Harold, his fecond fon, 
was duke of Eaft-Ai^lia, augmented by the government 
of EiTex '. The exwbitaiit authority of his family waa 
liipported by ixnmenfe pofleflions and powerfiil alliances { 
and the abilities, as well as amifition, of Godwin htmfelf 
contributed to render it IHll more daiveroui. A prince of 
greater capacity and vigour ^an Edward would hare 
found it difficult to fupport the dignity of the crown un- 
der fuch circumAances ; and as the haughty temper of 
.Godwin made him often forget the refpefi, due to l&t 
prince, Edward's animofity againft him was grounded 



* fatfoU, p. 6*. ' bgnUi, p.Ct. ° Cbroo-Su. 
t6i. >• W. !il>]n.p.8a lUoVffca, 9.441. 

' P-279- Sim. Dm p> ■Ii4. 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
in perfona) as well as political confi derations, on recent 
s well as more antient injuries. Tbe king, in purfuance. 
''of his engagtmenis, had indeed married Editbai the 
daughter of Godwin"; but this alliance became rather 
the i'oiircc of enmity between them. Edward*s hatred of" 
the faiher was transferred to that princefs ; and Editha, 
tho' poffeffed of many amiable accomplifhments, never 
'could acquire the confidence and affedion of her huC— 
■band. It is e*en pretended, that, during the whole 
'courfe of her life, he abfiained firom all commerce of 
love with her; and fuch was the abfurd admiration, paid 
lo an inviolable chaftity, during thofe ages, that hts con- 
'<hi3 in this particular is highly celebrated by the monk.i(h 
hillorians, and contributed to his acquiring the title of 
faint and confefTor ''. 

The moft popular pretence, on which Godwin could 
ground his dircontents againfl the king and his adminifira- 
tion, was to complain of the influence of the Normans in 
the government; and a declared op polit ion had thence 
arifen between him and thefe favourites. It was not long 
before this animolity broke into aftion. Euflace, count 
'of Bbtogne, having paid a vifit to the king, palTcd by 
Dover on his return ; and one of his train, being refufed 
'acccfs to a lodging, which had been affigned him, attempt- 
ed to make his way by force, and he wounded the maftcr . 
'of the houfe in the conteft. The townfmen revenged 
'thisitifult by thedeath of ihe (Iranger; the count and his 
train took arms, and murdered the townfman in his own 
'houfe; a tumult enfued ; near twenty perfons were kilted - 
■on each fide ; and Euflace, being ovprpowered with num- 
-bers, was obliged by flight to fave his life from the fury 
of the populace ". He hurried immediately to court ; 
-complained of the ufagehchad met with; the king en- 
tered zeal oufly into the quarrel, and refented that a Aran- 
gcr of fuch dillindion, whom he had invited over to his 
- court, fhould; without any juft caufe, as he believed, 
have felt fo feiiflbly the ihfolence and animofity of hts 
pet^Ie. He gave orders to Godwin, in whofe govern' 
ment 

' * Chion. &UI. p. 157. ^ W. Malm. p. 80, Higden," 
p, 277. Abbas Rieval. p. 366, 377. Math. Weft, p. azt. 

"Chrdn. Thom. Wykes, p. at. Anglia Sacni; vol. i. p. 241. , 
•^ Cliroil.'Se«."p. 162. W. Malm, p. 81. Hoveden, p. 441. 
Higden, I. 279. Sim. Pan. p, 184. 
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ment Dover ky, to go tinme<lutel]r to the^lace, and lo CH AP. 
punifh the inhabitants For the crime: But God wb, who •^■ 
defired rather to encourage, than rcprefs, the populw dif- ^~~"''~*^ 
contents againft foreigners, rehifed obedience, and endea- 
voured to throw the whole blame od the coUnt of Bo- 
logne, and his retinue ". Edward, touched in fo leitfible 
a point, faw the neceflity of exerting the royal authority : 
and he threatened Godwin, if he peififted in his difobe- 
dience, to make him feel the utmoft eCre£ts of bis re- 
fenlment. 

The earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable, and 
pleafed to embark in a caufe, where it was likely he would 
be fuppoTted by his countrymen, prepared for his own 
defence, or rather for an attack on Edward ; and under 
pretence of reprefling fome diforders on the Wellh iron- 
tier, he fecreiiy aflembled a great army, and was ap- 
proaching the king, who refided, without any military 
force, and without Jufpicion, at Gloceller ". Edward 
.then applied for protedion to Siward, duke of Northum- 
berland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerful 
noblemen, whofe jealoufy of Godwin's greatnefs, as well 
Bs their duty to the crown, engaged them to defend the 
king in this extremity. They haClened to'him with fuch 
of their followers as they could aflemble on the fudden ; 
and finding the danger ftill greater than they had appre- 
hended, they iiTued orders for muflering all the forces 
within their government, and for marching them without 
delay to the defence of the king's pcrfon and authority *, 
Edvvard, meanwhile, endeavoured to protrad time by 
negotiation ; while Godwin, who thought the king en- 
tirely in his power, and who was wiHihg to fave appear- 
ances, fell into die (nve ; and not fenllble, that he 
ought to have no farther referve after he had proceeded fo 
far, he loft the favourable opportunity of rendering htm- 
■ felf mafter of the government. 

The Englilh, though they had not a very high idea of 
Edward's vigour and capacity, bore faira great afiedion 
on account oT his humanity, juftice, and piety,, as well 
M of the long race of their native kings, from whom he 
was defcfcnded'}' and they baftened ftom aH qoariers to 
defend 

*' Chion. Sax. p. 163. W. Malm. p'. 81. IGgdeq, v-'ifQ. 
o ChKm.Sax.p:i63. W. Malm. > 8^ ' Hoveden, p. 
441. Sim.I>un. p. 1B4. — 
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CHAP. defvDii him frona die prefent danger. His «nnf wu noir 
ni. To coniiilcrable, ibat he vcnturu to take the bdd ; and 
'' otardiing to London, he JammoDcd a grot council of 
die ksD^ra, lo judge of the rebellion of Godwin tni ha 
isas. Tfaefe nohleoien pretended at firft th&t they w«n 
viliing to ft and (t)«ir trial ; but having in vain endea- 
Tcured to make their adherents perfifl in nbeilion \ thejr 
offered to come to Lopdon, provided they Might receive 
hoftagcs f<ff their fafeiy ^ ; and this pnipofal beii^ re- 
jeSed, they were obliged to difband the remailM of their 
fcrccs, and to have reoouffe to flight '. BaJdtvin, earl of 
Ftanden, gxvt protection to Godwin and hit ihne font 
Gtjrth, Sweyn, and Tofti: the latter of whom had mit^ 
tied the daughter of that prince: Harold altd Leofwin, 
tvo others ot htE fam, took Oidtcr in Ireland ^. The 
eftatet ct the father and foiu were confifi:ated ; Their 
governments were given to others : Queeti Editha wms 
confined lo a monaftery at Watewe 1: And the ^cahwfe 
of this family, once fo fbrmidabJe, feemed Mw to bfc 
totally fvpftlaitted and Overthrown ". 

But Godviti had fixed his authority on too (irtn m. 
haGt, and he was Ibb flrongly fuppomd by alliadcvs both 
kiiroadsKidu home, not to cccafion farther diflurbaBces, 
aoi tmix new c^m fix hit re-edaMilhment. The e<at-l 
«f Flabdtrs allowed him to purchafe and hire fhips ^*ith- 
in his barhtmrs ; e,ai Godwin, havii^ manfted th«tn with 
hiafeHowen, and with free-voters of all nations, Mt 
to fee, ukI Btteitipted to make a defcmt at Sat?dwich. 
The fcingf iidisTVied of his prepnatiotu, had equipped a 
«enfibetaUc fleet, finach fopmor to tbtt of the enemy ; 
and the earl haftily, beftrc their tppoatwitiek tnade hh 
'rttntatinto iheFltnnilh hRrbwm \ The Ei^Kh «)Utt, 
aUm«d by the preftnt fe«arity, and devoid of all vitorem 
«euricib, faHowed the linmen to difband, and thfc ^«t to 
go to decay * ; while Ooi^n, expefting ihi* event, 
ixpt hit ihn in h Ttm£lteb fot a^ton. He p«t to fea 
iintiKdiataly, and Wed tath« Meof Wight, where h« 

was 

<l~HMedat^ p. 44.1. &tL, Dui. ^ 18;. A ftij>4M, 
|» *jS. s Cbron. Sax, p 164. W Mahn. p. 81, 82. 

^ Hoveden, p 441. Htgden, p. 279. Altir. Beverl. p. 120, 
f CbroB <Scz. p. ■«;. W. Main p>Sc. H««c4n,^ 441. 
rairoo.M»1r. p. 157. . » aot ©un. J. 1*6. . * OwWi. 
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man baJ ccdlc^W in Jr^asd/ He WW nonv sufl«r of H. 
■Ifaeiea; and «iitcrvwg «*ery badwur in the faMbnrn' coafl, ' ^"»— ^ 

be leizcdall the^s ^, ia4 fiwDiDODe^ Ms ioUonen in 
-thofc counties, vbicjb faul Toiotig <bcftfitb,^i9tedn>.liis 
, goyenwncst, to alBft bin in prowring ji^ftkc to faixafelf, 
-His tfamil}') and Jiu «9iuitrri «|^ut>ft the tyratan/ «f ;fo- 

iwignen *. K^ia(<orc«d ^ preyt nwuben froti) aU cfuui.- 
.tnst he eiuercd^e Th^BDes i wtd appearing at LoBdaa, 
>thF«w eveiy thing into conAilJsn. The king dkne 
'feeued refoltsc to •defeiul hiinfelf to tbe laft exticikiiinr-; 
jbut tbe merpericion of ibe'Eoglf^b nobiliiy, fnaiiy..«f 

icboin £av9iued OodwiQ*) {ttttcnfloRt, mide £d«raed 
.hearken to teroDi of actomqwdMcn t and the feigned 

biimilUy of tbe ea/i, t^Q difd^inud dli tmeiitJMu of jdf< 
^«ring vidkace to hlf fwereign, anddefired only' tgrJaAify 



^imfelf bj'a^ir wea tiial, paved tbie way forhisli 
-«^y admiffion f*. It )vse iflipubwd tfa^t bsihpald n«e 
^hoCtages for hia gpod behaviour, and.ihat tiK.pn£aK 



iWtdall the for«igiwrs JlMald be banjihod^:: Andiiyitfais 
tficaty, the pr<l«nt danger ii^ « cWilwax wtsjobv^Mej, 
bnt the auiji()tit)' of tbe «rowii'Was oonfideraUyisifnTTe^i 
«r' r»(her edtic^y it)wihil>|ted> £^ard, £ai&iA€that ha 
l»4 not pnnerftii&cietit to X«ciue Codwija's boftagBi in 
-Engluid, fevt tbera oyiv t^ !hts kinfnifM), ibe youdg 
dake of NwmMdy °- 

iGoD-wiN's-de^, 'which happened fooo .after, while 
,be v^s ilitting at tnhk «ith jhe' king f , poarxmefl htm 
ifrom sflBblifhing iiAijf ^beKxariHtAnc auU}«Eit)r utthidi Jle 
^tfld acquired, Kli mm reducing £d#arj to flifl.gi;aufer 
iubj^^on'. Ue ivw fUfK«edcd iiL -the gmtnmtfU of 
. Vol. I. ^ . . Wdflwc, 

7 Clmn. Sh. p. i^. * Hnvdtn, p. 442- £!■■ Qun. 
p. f?6. Flor.Wigprp. i>. ^8. ?• CbTon. ««*t.ip. ifl?, 

Tt. Hunt. p. 366. ' Tlje ingenious author 0.1 the anjcle 
^ob*iM, In theffiograptlit'^ritannica, has endeavoiirai to 
'Clev the memoiy of that ooUeman, upon the fuppolition, that 
all the Eogjifii annaU had been falfified hy the >foniiaii hifto* 
' -l)us i^er^ e«iH|twft; 1^ that thM'%p^tfo^1iSi not muck 
'f^WAlai, -ayptiislieBe; ^at iktraftlfiU^theTeli^oiiilns hSw 
^gtlMi i verf 4^ ebmriSttr ot his Ton Harl^d, ^^oiiiSi «U 
much more the inter<fl^tb^<itriiMa«i4lc4o4At«S^.' ' 
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CHAP.We&x, Suflex, Kent, andEfcx, and in th« office rf 
Ul. {tewardof the houfrfnld, a place of great power, by his 
'i~'~'r~'—' Jon, Harold, who vas a^uated by an ambicion equal to 
that of his father; and was fuperior to him in addrefs, in 
' infuuiation, and in-vircuo. By a modeft and gentle de- 
.tn^anor, he acquired the gpod-will of Edward ; at leatl, 
iofteiicd that hatred which the prince had fo long borne 
-hisfamily"; and gaining every day-new partizans by his 
bounty and affability, h« proceeded, in a more filenl, 
:j0d. therefore a more dangerous manner, to the increafe 
.of. his iuithority. The king, who had not fufficieilt 
vigour direSly to oppofe'hii progrefs, knew of no other 
.expedient than that hazardous one, of railing him a rivat 
anthe fiiniiiy of Leofri^ duke of Mercia,- whofe fon> 
•A(gar, was invefted in' the government of £afl-Anglia> 
-.vfijch, befcN'e the banifhment of Harold, had belonged 
:lo this latter nobleman. But this policy, of balancing 
jOppoGte parties, required a more Aeady hand to manage 
it than thiu of Edward, and naturally produced faSioii, 
and even ctvil broils, among nobles of fuch mighty and 
.independent authority, ' Algar was Ibdn after expelled his 
goveminent by the intrigutj and power of Harold " ; but 
being proteQed by Griffith, prince of Wales, who had 
Miuiried his daughter, as well as by the power of his ta- 
; tbcTii Leofirtc, heobliged Harold tofubmit to an accnm- 
modation, and was remflated in the government of Eaft- 
: Anglian Thispeai::e was notoflong continuance: Harold, 
itaking. advantage- of Leofric's death, which happened 
fooO. after, expelled Algar anew, and banifhed him the 
. kingdom ' ; And though that nobleman made a freflt 
J irruption, into Eaft-AngTia with an army of Norwegi»x, 
.And. overrun the country ^, his death foon freed Harold 
Irom the pretentions of fo dangerous a rival. Edward, 
.ihiaddcft fon, was indeed advanced toihe government of 
'Mer<ia-{ but the balance, which the. king defirtd to ef- 
tablilh between fhofe powerful families, was wholly foft, 
■ 4nd the influence oF "Harold entirely preponderaied. 
i.i' ,T|}*''^*'''°f ^-'^'^v^j.*^"'^^ "^f Northumberland, made 
';",tlieVay flUI more opeo to the ambition of that noble- 
Wf "'■■■■ " " -. ' man. 

r.:V_:-*'tt«ii'ptoo. pn^8. , ■ " Chron. Sax p. 169. H. Hwi. 
.-p. 36d . Hcvedcn, p 443. Ingulfi p 66. Chron. Mailr. 
«3*- 158. Higden, p, a8i : ' Hoyedftp, p. 444. " Jngulf, 
P o6...-.gifqp,Sf Pjjfr>jli%lijfo.py;44... .. 
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man. Siward, bcfides his other merits, had HM|UirwI C K A B. 
, honour to England, by his 'faccefsful conduS of the ftuly ■ ''^• 
■foreign cnterprizc which was undertaken during the-reigo ' ' - 
of Edward. Duncan, king of iScotland, was a prince of 
s very gentle dlfpofilion, but pofleflied not vigotirfuffici* 
ent to govern a country fo turbulent, and fe n^udi in^ 
fefted by the intrigues and animofities of the great, Mac- 
beth, a powerful nobleman, and nearly allied to the cFown> 
■not contented with curbing the king's authority, cutit4 
-fanher bis peflilcnt ambition: He put his fovercign to 
^eath i chaced Makolm Keninure, his Ton and heir, in- 
■to England; and uiurped the crown. Siward, wbofe 
-daughter was married to Duncan, embraced, by Edwird^s 
orders, the procefiion of this diftfelTed family : He 
marched an army into Scotland ; and having defeated and 
killed Macbeth ill battle, he reftored Malcdlfbto tte 
•throne of his aticeftors^. This fcrvice, added to his 
■former connexions with the royal family of Scotland, 
-brought a great acceflion to' the au^rity of Siwaf-dio^e 
nonh ; but as'hehdd loQ hij'eldell Ton Oftcrnj in tbeic^ 
tion with MM;beth, it proved III the iffue fatal to hia 
family. His - fecond fon,' Walthoef, appeared; on his 
'fathei^s deathV too young to be entrufted with the gtiverrn 
ment of Northumberland ; and HarcJd's inBuence obtain- 
ed that dukedom for his brother, Tofti ". 
' THERE^e tii'Oclrcumllancesrelatedof Siward, v^ich 
difcover his high fenfe of honoar and his martial difpofi- 
■ tion. when intelligence was brought him of Iris fon 
Ofbern's death, he was inconfelsble; till he heard, tiiat 
the wound 'nrasfCcetvedin the breaft, and that be had be^ 
-haved with Igre'at gallantry inthe adion ". When he fouinl 
htsownde^th approaching, hfr ordered his fervants^ to 
'clothe him in a complcat fuit of armour; and (iitingeFefik 
.©n the csudi, Whh afpear in his hand, declared, that, io 
that poAure, the only one worthy of a warrior, he would 
-patiently awutthe Mtal raoment'^.- 
; The kinei now worn out with cares and laBrmitieS, 
•"felt himiyf far advanced in the decline of life j ' and hw- 

L a it|g 

-■~^ W. Malm. p. 79. Hoveden, p. 443. Chron. lAalir. p. 

t;8. Buchanan, p. it;, edit 171;. "" H. Hunt. p. 366^ 
.-'" H; Hunt.; p. 366. Higden, pL zSo. Bromptoii, p. ^& 
. ? Higden, p. 2S1. Cuoit St. Petri de Biirg9. pc 4). 

I^eto, p. 477. ~ ■ : 
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Ht .H^STOIty W> ENGLANO. 

C H ^'Pi iflg;ne Ww. hirafclf, .i)egan to dtnk lof fixiw a AicceflW 
IDI. «() :i)t{B[)iingdi>oi. He<^«td«pauiioii.iotollui)gary, ^p 

^■■v~■*'^Hvke.Ol'«r■his'n^bew» ,^ww)i fon to his «i*ler brother 
•n4^-oply r«nuinii^4iair -of ibeSjUWB line°. Th^ 
■{HlsOfi. w^ofe fuoccflion to tjie crown would have t>fen 
Af/yrAQdiiuidi^uted^ ;CaQ)e<o7cr w £i|gla[icl with his chilt- 
4Jfi^ S^gUi lunKUBBd Atbeli^f Maigarat, and Chri^ 
JunSj. >lwt his death;, which bapp^Bcda. few d^p. after bft 
tltt\y^, tbfvw the lung iflto ««w difEculti^. He faw« 
Atiat:tti$rgrSfit7pCw«i am aqihifiwi^f iJaroldhad- tqinpte4 
Jrifn itQ tW'kof obtsiiHf»iwAcffifm:f}f thediFoneAn the 
ifijtft..-Vii,aaiKy,;and tha^E^ap, «i fiq^nnt #. his youth 
)MhIi i4f4p«ri!q[ice, wiuy«ry4uifitj|Ocw)ofe^epcetea(ions 
^fo:I«i!p»lw Rid cnteiprifing ,a .m^i. 'f'hei eninpoGMr 
!wbil^ 'M igad losg fyxnc «ai;t Godwi^,. made jiim sverf^ 
■W tbe Au:c<!flion of bis ioq j apd, h« Mutd ,not> without 
jMtFenife'jr^lu&aoce, ttunkrof an incrsdic of^aqdetir to a 
.^tmily* -which had rifen «fi jhe raii»^of:F^)(aliauthoriC}i, 
:#bd.KhiGh> by the.iwud«r of M&ied, ,his,brq|hep, hMl 
£ontrit>H<ed fo mncih tottw wwlMniqg >qfi the Saxon liu^. 
^n ^htf, Mpenainty, he fecfetjy caft 1^ e^ towards W . 
j^nliiBaft> WiUiarn dplte f)f ?4oFinaiid>'( >asthe on)y per- 
■ipp wbolie. pOiwcr> aodv^haraSer, and .capacity, c«ul|i 
4ii*|*rtt«#y:^tiftra«iop:whichhe mjgbt.-piakfrWtho^H- 
dullon of Harold, andhieluiiDy'. 
.: ;THf8< famous iprince wu oMuFal foii/»f Rohett, duke 
Jl^Wahdy* by Harlot^,, daughter, of atawo-inKalaifc'^ 
ilrfld'.rtfaswwy.'carty eftahUfljcd in ehatigraadw. ffotn 
n^cji hirhiith fef ned : to have (et hifn qt'ibgteaC adi^ 
411*. . W^hikbe V»»tMt viae years of -sgc,, his &*«■ 
btiijrfftfilyed to uBdemke a pilgrimage to jerulalBiiti P 
Afbimv^e a£t'. of dcvotioti, which had takqn ftJAce «f thp 
4)tfgrim^(lB .to Rome, .^nd.whicb, as, it ^« attended 
nCi^inofteiUfficmliy wd dwger. and carried ^ik rejir 
IgioM «<vpnliBrsn tP tise firft foarccs of ChriAiaaUy) ap" 
peared to them much inprcf^ous and tnefjioHoVft. Be- 
^ti^?fi^^mxTp, JK aiTfinbled the ftates of the clutch/; 
•mi inf»riVng ithem of' hisi puipoje, he ^^gsd ^m tp 

tfear allegiance to his na^al fon, Williani, whom, as 
e had no legitimate ifluef he intended* in c^e he Ihould 
t i" ■■:■■■.■ • " -^ ... , . -die 

.'';^ .^.fUbnttip. %6&. ^oyeden, ip. .sU4. ^ iMdf, p. 66. 
•Cibroq.Msib.1p.Ji98.-1 .-.'(f SafpOS, p..oft ■ SbSxampton, 
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EDWXRD THE CC^^t^PEgSdft. r^ 

dte in the pil^image, to leave fiicceflbr tft Wj (fortitftt^G'tJ^^ 
oiw*. Ashewasapnident prince, ke-coulct'iicA' btibfbi*^ - *Hr 
fee the great inconveniences "(chich mud atwndthii jijur' '^v*^^ 
rtej, and this fettlement of his fucceffion; anting -^in 
the natural turbulency of ihe great, iheclaiii»fibm'oth(rf^ 
branches of the ducal famt^, and' the power of the^ 
French monarch : But all thefc^ vtewr were {tiperfiiAtf 
by the prevaitiny zeal for pilgrimages'* ■ and probaUy^ 
the- more important they were'i the more- would Robei^ 
isutt in facrfflcit^ them to what he itnsgined- to be his r«^ 
figioas duty. 

' Tirts prince, as he had apprehended; died ia liu piI<J 
grimnge ; and die minority of bis fpn was- attende(t.-wid)t 
all thofe inconveniences, which were. unavoidable iil hit 
fituation. The licenNoui nobles, fixerffronitTie a^c of 
Ibverejgn authority, broke out into perfonal' animo^ttei 
tgainll each other, and made tbe whole counrry a fceni 
«f war and devaftation ''. Rc^er^ count of T6r>t; and 
Mtm, ooont of Britanny, advanced pretetifiDns t6 ^e 
ffenntnion oFthe ftate; and Hfcnry I. king of Fnti;icei 
tfiought the opporttinity iavourahle'for reducihg;tbe power 
«f a vaflaK vho had at ftHt acquired- his fOtlcment^^ 
fuch aviotciit and invidious manner, amd who Ij^d long 
appeared formtd^le to his fbvercign ". The regency 
eftablifhed by Robert cxperiencedgrcat difficulriesin fup^ 
I^Ktii^ the government underthis complication of dangers; 
and the yonng prince, when he came to age, found hin^ 
felf reduced to a very low condttron. But the great qua* 
fy'tes-, which he foon difplayed in the fidd and in the ca- 
binet, gave encouragement to his friends, and ftriji^' ft 
terror into hts enemies. He oppofed himfclf on aH ^des 
againll his rebrilious fubjeds, and again* foreign inva- 
ders; and by his valour and condu3 prevailed i" evciy 
aSion. He obliged the French king to grant him peace 
on reafonable terms j he expelled all pretenders tadje 
fovereignty ; and he reduced his turbulent barons fo p^ 
fubmiflion to his authority, and to fufpcnd therr mutual 
animofities. The natural fevcrity of his temper appeared 
in a rigorous admtniflration of jufHce ; and having found 
' the happy effeds of this plan of government, without 
wbich 

» W. Malm. p. 95- » Ypod. Ne#. p. 4x4.^ ^ W- 
Maim. p. 95. dit Geroeb Mk 7; cap, i; ' ^ W. MUiA. 
P-97- 
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ISO HISTORY or ENGL ANO. 

OP A P.wbJtcb the law* in thofe ages became totally impotent, he 
^^ rq;ardeJ.it as a fixed maxim, that an inflexible condud 
fc!>r**''wa8 thcfirft duty of a fovereign. 

, TiiK tranquillity which he had eftahlifhed in his do- 
niinions bad given William leifure to pay a vifit to the 
Jung of England during the time of Godwin's banilh- 
sient i and he was received in a manner fuitaUe to the 
great reputation which Ik had acquired, to the reluion 
Cy which he was conneded with Edward, and to the ob-^ 
Ggations which that prince owed to his family '. On the 
return of Godwin, and the expulfion of the Normaii 
&vourttei^ Robert, archbilhra of Canterbury, had, be- 
fore his departure, perfuaded Edward to think of adopting 
William as his fuqceffor; a council, which wis favoured 
by iheking's avcrfion to Godwin, his-prepoflelBon to- 
wards the Normans, and his eftecm of the <luke. That 
prelate, therefore, received a comfntffion to infonn 
Williaqi of the king's intentions in his favour ; and he 
was t)ie firft perfon who opened the mind of the prince to 
entertain thefe ambiliousbopes''. But Edward, irrefolute 
and feeUe in his purpofe, finding ,thaL the Enelifh wouM 
more eafily acquiefce in the rcAoration of the Saxon line, 
jiad, in the mean time, invited his brother's defcendams 
from Hungary, with a view of having them recognized 
Jieirs to the throne '. The death of his nephew, and the 
inexperience and unpromiiing qualities of young Edgar, 
jnade him refume his former intentions in favour of the 
duke of Normandy ; though his averlion to hazardous 
enterprizes engaged him to podpone the execution, and 
even to keep his purpofe fecret from all his minifters. 

Hakold, mean while, proceeded, after a more open 
manner, in increafin^ his popularity, in efiablifhing his 
power ,^ and ^n preparing the way for hi) advancement oil 
the firft vacancy of the throne ; an event which, from the 
age and infirmitiesof the king, appeared not very diHant. 
But there was flill an-oUlacle, which it was requifite for 
him previoufly to overcome. Earl 'Godwin, when re- 
fiored to his power and fortune, had given hoUages for 
his good behl^vipur ; and among the rell one fon and one 
grand- 

^ Hoveden, p. 441. Ingulf, p- 65. Chron Mailr. p. 1 57. 
Higden, pvijg^ ' * Ingulf,- p. 68. , pijl. Gemet.- lib 7. 
f»p--31.- CWer. ,VjiaCs,. p. 494. '-, ^^- Malm, p.- jj. 
H. Hunt p. 366." - ' , 
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grandfbir, vrhom Edward, fw greater fecurity, had fait'C H A P-J 
crer to be kept in Normandy. Harold, though not aware -QI- 
of the duke's being hb competitor; was uneafy, that focb-'*' "'T'^ 
rear relation fhbuTd be detained prifoners in a Foreign' 
country j and he was afraid, left William fhould, in ra-" 
vour of Edgar, retain thefe pledges as a check on the; 
ambition of any other pretender^. He reprerei^ted/ 
therefore, to the king, his unfeigned fubmiHion to rc^at 
authority, his fteady duty to his prince, and the liitlff 
necelTity there was, afier fuch a uniform trial of his ob«K 
dience, to detain any longer thofc faoilages, ,who had been 
required on the firft compofing of civil difcorda. B,f- 
thele topics, enforced by his great power, he e«<*tcd the' 
king's confent to relcafe them; and to e&eduate his pup- 
pofe, he immediately proceeded, with a numerous re-- 
tinue, on his journey to Nonhandy ^. A tempeft drovtf 
him on the territory of Guy, count of Ponthieu,*who,' 
being informed of his quality, immediately detained Klnv 
prifonerS ^'^^ demanded an exorbitant fum for his ran-' 
Ibm. HarcJd found means to convey intelligence of hi^ 
lituatlon to the duke of Normandy } andreprdenced; ihati 
while he was proceeding to bit court, in exccutrdn^of 4 
x:ommifnon from the king of England, he had met With 
this harfti treatment from the mercenary difpofition of ditf 
count of Pomhieu. 

William was immediately fcnfible of the iitipoftdncd 

of theincidenl. HeforeTaw, that,-if hecouldoiice'guA 

Harold, either by favours or menaces, his way to the 

throne of England would be open, uid Edw^'d wouM 

.' meet with no &rther obftade in executing the favourabtij 

intentions which he had entertained in hia behalf. H^ 

fent, therefore, an ambalTador to Guy, in order tO'^e- 

mand the liberty of his prifoner ; and that no.bleman^ 

not daring to refufe fo great a prince, put Haroldr-inM 

the hands of the Norman ambalTadorj frho.Gondltdtt^4 

him to Rouen ■*. William received bim with every d*" 

monftration of refpe3 and fricndOiip;. andniftorfhewiiig 

' himfelf difpAfed to comply with his defire, in dtlirfring 

up the hoAages, hetoc^an opportttni^- of difclofing 10 

him 

- ^ BromptoB, p, 947. - " Have%n, v. 449, 'dren^pton, 
p. 947. Euhner, UU i:p. 4.. Alnrcd Bsverl.jp. 12;. ^ Hcfve- 
«»• P- 449. ' ^Av.MaliB. p. 93.: Ffeveden', n-'^Q.^ 
BFompttm, p. 947. (3ul.13cmet.iib,7,ca|. 31.". ' '" ^^'.> 
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^«, 1iI.&T©RY o:f ENG-IiAW.ir. 

C!H.AiK?llilrt xhA ^M fitcrct of ht> pretanfioits-toOK crowtt-'«f 
UL fingUn^t . iiiA ,oi thq will wfaich Edwanl tntendtA to 
**— y — J auttiKhis f«eur. He dcHircd the aififtaiice of H»oU 
iapnfediiig.tiin defigni he made^o£el£ons (^ the dt- 
ajofli.gr*tuiide.iB tcturn fftr.To gceat a» obligaitieni; bs 
^Waifett tbdb the, pce^nt grantieur of Uarolcfs faiMiy> 
vihieh fa^MTtol itfeK witb d^colty under the jcalauff 
inikA^ifi Edviifd, ftiould receive tietp increafc fimil 
«.ftttc«(&rv.who woal4..fcelb fanftbly beholdea to Km 
flv.ii^t'd4ftttcemeDt. Harold was rurprized wiih this de-' 
«Untini of lii^ duke; but being fenfible (hat he cotild 
Mtcr.Dt«ni/eihi).own liberty, much Ms that <tf bitbro- 
tA^>»i4acpbcjv4 if he icfufed the demand, ha tegncd 4 
cemplttbct! with: WiUixm, renounced att hopQ» of tba 
crQwa-forJumf^ff and preitffed his fiacere imeMion of 
fiipp^sg the will.of Ediwwd, and f«<^ding the pre* 
t^wn^, of tht di^s of NornSandy. Witliam, to tid 
l»m, faftifr to. hii istccefts, b^ftdcs pStriag him hi» dao^ 
t^rJn-nian^age', rcquiredbimwiake andath, that }» 
ftmU fal^ hit prvarrifea; and in drAtt- toreit^r fhat 
9ftth lAOfe b»d»g» hi einplfi^ed m ttti^tx, well fuiieJ 
(0 tlje, tgnentnce and isperlHtion of the age. He tecrctif 
etmtjpi mttvii . Ulc. ahaf, on whicK Harold agreed t6 
6Mf^>.liw,.r«1ittun of fcnne.ot tbe rtioft re^e^ed mar* 
tyrs ; and when Harold had taken the oath, he (hewed 
Inm th^, ^Kpiety and: adnabntibed him to obfarve retigi- 
^l&y ,iu tb^apattti, which had betn- ratified by.fo tre* 
nffi^ast, a fyu&ion^. The Ei^Ufh nobtctnan was 
♦ftonifliBd'), but . dtfftimbhng hii conMrn, he tettew^d 
thfl. fame p'o^flioDs, and was di&niRed with alt th6 
imrks.^f. mutual cott&dcEue fay the duke of Normsliidy. 
- When .Harald fo^d hinfeif M lilMny, hts arabitiot) 
(wrentUd cafiatflry fofficiau to juftiify to htm the violatknl 
«( aoi , Mtby w^h bad beea extorted hai» hlrti by fear, 
^4 Wbwbi if fiil&lliid,. might be attended with the fitb- 
j^ien o{ hia Jttiivi. coootry to a> foreign power. He 
tMpUSHtti AiUle pr^aiie.svery art <tf popularity ; to en- 
(T4«fe: iha.jipmlMx of. his partizans; to reconcile th« 
|Huo^ oi 4ie Ei^liflfc t* ^ idea »f bil (ucceffion } to re- 
vive 

,' W^MaIi^,p, « -M- Hdne p, 36^: Jfo«dai,p 449. 

%* p.64j, , TwacB. »..n5». 4fc..::M9.-p«mteCae^ 

RLaU^ WiWrfW- R; J3- H. Htto-j)- '366. »«Kd», ^ 
449. »reni(^ |i,.g4j.(, : .,' ;/^' --\'; . > 
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vW« their tmtei Bo tba Notdunsi and by aftoftenta-CTH AR 
tionof his power and influence, wiaot Uw umarato ^ J^ ^ 
£divxrd feonj txaoamg ItisinMilded deft i nation rn fa- ' ' ""V"™-' 
voDr of WiJttani^ Fnrtoae, akxu this time, ihrew two 
. incideiits in his way, bgr which; ha wa» eOabtedto ac* 
^uire geiiwftl fsv<lur, a«d to racreafe die cbaradn-^ 
whifib fas fauf aheadjr atuisid, of vmn MJ c^ok 
city. 

Tns WoUh, tboi^ a kf> • foniMdaU* 9iumy tliafl 
Ae Dated had bocnlwi^aciaiftomedtoinfefl theweilenl 
bord«s ; and zftsrco A mining fpoil oin the low countries, 
•he^ ufiiaily iwdc a haftj- retreat iflfo their moHMaiwj 
where thef were ftdured fwm thC' {rarfnit aF their 
anfcroie^ and ttoece ready to l«ize chs- A^ fiTOuraUe ojm 
yottmsuxj of renewing theic depredfltiMM. Oriffit)*^ the^ 
^cr^Bt ppnor, had much diftivgtfiAied MmTelP in &:^ 
wcuifmw; add hU name had become (o tttriMe ta th« 
Engt^, that Haraid foond he could do imihhig m6rt 
acceptable td the j)Mk, and more houosrahte fo- tnta* 
lelf, than the ttipprdfing^ fo dang«rotis an «nemf. Hd 
^K-med the plan at' an expedition a^nft Wales ; and bav* 
lag' prepared r«nk« light-'arined foet to purfiie the Aattret 
tntofhtfir faftiiefles, liime eavalr/ to fcsnrrhe &pen ctrnx- 
try, and a ^iiiadnm of fhips to attack, the fea-coaft, bd 
employed at once s& thefe forces againft the Welflj, ^6* 
feciiied hb adTanta^ with .vigour, fflade no tntermiffiOit 
in hi» aEEtaka, ami at lafl: reduced the enemy fo fach &&■ 
■frafe, that, in order to prevent their total deftruaion, 
»hey nude a facrificeof thea- prince, whofehead they cot 
©ff, and fenc to Harold j and they were coniwited to re- 
ceive as their fovareigfrs two Welfh noblemen appointed 
by Edward to rule over them °. The other incident wai 
n6 lefo hoooorable to Harold. 

TosTi, brother of this nobleman, had been created 
^nkeof Northumberland V Wt being of a violent, tyfan* 
pical temper, had praGifed fuch cruelty and injuftice up* 
Ml the inhabitants, that they rofe in rebellion agatnd him, 
and chaced Hin from his government. Morcar and Edwin, 
Iwo brothers, who pofTefled great power in thofe quar- 
terij and who were ^andfons of the great duke, Leofric, 
concurred 

* C^ron. Sia p. 170. W. Milm. p 79. H Hunt. f. 
367. tloveden, p 44JS. In^iSi p 6S Cbron. Midr. pi,. 
159. Hi^en, p. 283. Sim. Dun p. 192. 
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CHAP, concurred in the mfurrcdion ; and the former, bein^ 
in. deded dukCi advanced with an army, to oppde Harotdt 

'^"v^^^who was commiflioned by the king to reduce andpunifli 
the Northumbrians. Before the armies came to a3ion, 
MoTcar, welt acquainted with the generous difpofition of 
the Englifh commander, endeavoured tojuftify his con- 
dud ; and reprefented to him, that Tojli had behaved in 
a miinner unworthy of the Aation to which he was ad' 
vanced, apd no one, not ereo a brother, could fupport 
fuch tyranny, without participating, in feme degree, of 
the infamy attending it ; that the Northumbrians, accuf- 
toaed to a legal admintflration, and r^arding it a* their 
birthright, were willing tir fubmit to the king, but re- 
quired a governor who would pay r^rd to their rights 
and privileges ; that they had been taught by their an- 
cellors, that death was preferaUe to fervitude, and had 
come to the field determined to perifli, rather than fu0er 
a renewal of thofe indignities, to which they had been To 
long expofed ; and they trufted, that Harold, on reflec- 
tion, would not defend in another thu violent condu3,' 
from which he himfelf in his own government, had al- 
ways kept at fo great a. diOance ". This vigorous re- 
monftrance was accompanied with fuch a detail of fads, 
lb well fupported, that Harold found it pmdeni to aban- 
don his brother's caufe ; and returning to Edward, he 
perfuaded him to pardon the Northumlmans, and to con- 
firm Morcar in the government'. He even married the 
fifler of that nobleman " ; and by his intcrell procured 
Edwin, the youn^ brother, to be eleded into the go-f 
vernment of Mercia. Tofti in a rage departed the king- 
dom, and took (better in Flanders with earl Baldwin, his 
father-tn-Iaw '-. 

By this marriage, Harold broke all meafurcs withtha 
duke of Normandy ; and William clearly perceived, that 
he could no longer rely on the oaths and promifes, wtuch 
he had extorted from him. But the English noUemui 
now thought himfelf in fuch a Situation, that it was no 
longer neceflary for him to diSemble. He had. 



■ Hidden, p xSj, ' Chron. Sax. p. 171. W. fJbim. 
p 83. H Hunt p. ^y. Hidden, p. 283. Sim. Dun. p. 
193. "Order Vitabs, p. 492. '^ H Hunt. p. 36^, 
Hi£deD, p. 283. Sim. Don. p. 193. Aha. Bcvetl. p. 1 aa. * 
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conduS againfl the Northumbrians, given ftich « fpecimen CHAP, 
of his moderation as had gained him the aSe£li<uis of his 111- 
countrymen. He faw, that almoll all England was nn- *— v~-^ 
der the <x>m[nand of himfelf or his friends; while he 
poIIelTed the government of WcQex, Morcar, tt»t of 
Korthumberlaod, and Edwin that of Mercia. He now 
openly alpired to the fucceflkin ; and infilled, that, lince 
it was neccfTary, by the confelCoQ of all, to fet afide the 
Toyal family, on account of the imbecility of Edgar, 
the fole birviving heir, there was no one fo capaUe d 
filling the ttu'onr, as a nobleman, of great power, oF 
mature age, of long experience, of approved courage 
and ability, who being a native of the kingdom, wotild 
effedually fecure it agaiofl the dominioD and tyranny of 
f<H-eigne». Edward broken with age and infirmities, faw 
the ^fficoltics too great for him to encounter ; and ttwugh 
bis inveterate prepoffeflions kept him from fecondii^ tho 
pretenfions of Harold, he took but feeble and irr^lute 
»eps for feoiring the fucceflion to the duke of Nor- 
mandy'*. White he contiiwed in this unceitainty, he 



** The whole ftfiryof the tranlaOions between Edward, 
Harold, and the diikeof Nomiandj is told fo dilferently by the 
antieni writers, that there are few important pafiages <M tha 
Engliih hiftoiy liable to fo great unceriainty. I have followed 
the account, which appe^ed to me the moft conliEteni and 
p-obahle: It does not fcem lilceir, that Edward ever executed . 
a will in the duke's favour, miicn lefs that he got it ratified Iw 
the ftatei of the kingdoin, as is affirmed by Tome The wifl 
would have been unknown to all, and would have been pro* 
<lnCed by the Conqueror, to whom it gave fo plaufible, and 
really fo juft a title ; hut the doubtfiil ajid ambiguous manner 
in which he Icems always to have mentioned it, proves, that 
-he could only plead the known intentions of that monarch 
in his favour, which he was defirous 10 call a will There ia 
indeed a charter of the Conqueror preferved by Dr. "Hi'ckes, 
vol. 1. where he calls himfelf rex birtJilarius, meaning heir by 
will ) but a prince, poflelTed of fo much power, and attended 
with fo much fuccefi, may employ what pretences hcpleafes: 
it is fufficicnt to refute his pretences to oblerve, that there is a 
.-great diffidence and variation among the hiftorianj with regard 
10 a point, which, had it been real, muft - ha?e been agreed 
vpoD t^ all of then. 

AgajQ, fqmchiftcnians, particularly Malmfbury and Matthew 
Weftn^nfter, affirm that Harold had no intention of going over 

to 

n,,jN..,j-,G00»^lc 



ts9 arsf ORV orencsland. 

CHAF.WB. ftirpiiisd by ficknefe* which brough( him to- Bir 
IH- grxve, on tha fifth of Jatmary to^, in the lixi^-Bfclt 

*— v^-' year of hJB ^e, ■nd-twemy-fiftb'of h« reign. 

This prince, t» whom (he menki gare the- title of 
lunC sad confefibr,' ww the U(t of the Suon Knc, whoi 
ruled in E^glmd-; and tftovgh his reign wis peaceable- 
*ai (oEtontte, he ow«d this proTperity leli to^ his own abt 
Ihy AantA-the c9njunduiv» of thetimei. TheEfenes-, 
employed^ in other enterpriser attempted' not thofe in- 
curhons, which htd^nfo-tronbtefbme' to alt his predev 
ceiTen, and fatd te fonie of them. The facility of his 
dtfpe£tio» made hinv acqniefce umler the government of 
Godwin, tnd his fan Harahl; »i& (he capacity, »s wett 
M the power of thtlie noblemen, enab^d them, whiltf 
riwy iwcrc enmifled wirtt authOTity, to preserve' domefltc 
pflDCt and tran^oiSity. ,Thd neft commendsMe cii^ 
eumflanoB of Edward's goverftment was his attention td 
Aa admin ifti% ion of juAice, andhiscompitingforthatpar-' 

gfea bfxt^ of UwK, whic^ he colleSed friMn the laws of 
hdbert, IiH) and Al&cd. Hiis- compihition, (hough 
HOW loft [for the laws that pafs under Edward's name were 
cotnpofed afterwards *) were long^the obje3$ of affe&oa 
(O'Ihe lln^lh nation. 

EowARDtheConfeflbr wastfiefirftwhotoflched for 
the fcidg's evil ; The opinion of his fatiatty precured 
belief to this cure among the people ; aod his fiiccefibn 



' fa Konnandy, but tbat taking the air in « ptealare hot* tm the 
coaft, he was driren over by ftrels of wea^cbcr lo the ternto^ 
ries of Guy count of Poothieu : But befides that tfaii flwy t» 
not prohatde in itlelf, and is coi]tiadi£l«d by moii ^ the amtftft 
hiftoiiaatT it is refuted by a very curioiu aad authentic mflUtt' 
Bcnt lately difcovered- It is a tapeftiy, pnferved in the: du- 
cal palace of Rouen, and fiq^led to have been wiavghl by 
orders of hrktHda, wife to the eoifeior : At leaft it is of «csy 
igteat antiquity. Harold is there r^refeiUDd a^ taking IvVd** 
partuie from king Edward in execution of tbate coBBniflios, 
and moumiaK bis veflel with a great train. The definn of re- 
deeming his Itrotliet and nephew, whn wera hoft^esi i»the 
moft iilce^ cau& that can be aHigned i and is eeeaiduifi^ »«»• 
tiooed hy Eadmer, Hovcden, BroHiptoa, ao.d Sii«eon of Swh 
ham. For a farther account of this piece of tapstey, Iw 
Hiftoire de 1' Academic da Litcn.&ttC, ton. iX' page J jj. 
^ Spelm. in veibo BalUva, 
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f<f ar-ded it BS aptatot ikor pcmKruidgiudeartio.up'CH AP. 
Jboldthc fRme-opinioa. U iiu hmn o^fttimicdflpwntQ HI. 
«ur limei land tbe -prftftiee wm 6rft ^dropp^ by th*'"^''"*' 

[irefest royal faxiiy, who <(^ferveflf tfaat it couul np 
ong«r give iunxzement even to ihe populace, and ww atv 
leaded with-ridiculein the eyes of ^t menof Mnderfl)Bid" 
iflg. 

! 
HAROLD. 

HAROLD had fo wall prepared matters before the ■'^ 
death of the king, that he immediately ftepped in- J*"""/- 
to ^x vacant throne ; and his acceflion was attended with 
'tts4ittle oppefttim and diAiirbancc, as if lie had fucceedad 
by the moll undoubted hereditary title. The citizens of 
-London were hit z«fllons partisans : The bilhops and 
■ctergy had adopted his caufe : And all the moft power- 
^1 nobility, conne&ed with him by alliance or friend- 
ship, willingly feconded his pretenfiosa. The title of 
'E(%ar Atbeliog was fcarce ever mentioned : Much lefa, 
the daim of the duke of Normandy : And Harold, at 
-femUingtheceoncil, received the crown from thiQirMnds^ 
■witboBt waiting for zny regular meeting of the ftates, or 
Aibntitting the qucflion to their free choice or detentiioB- 
-tion ", If there were any malcontents at this rrfohition, 
they were obliged to conceal their fentiments ; and dte 
new prince taking a general fflence for content, and found- 
ing his titk en the fuppofed liafii-ages <rf the people, which 
appeared «iTanimou9, was, on die day immediate^ 
fuceeeding Edward's death, crowned and ancnntod kinj, 
't^ Atdred archbifhop «f York. The whole itation-fettRod 
-jeyfully to (wear xU^iance to him. 

The firft fymptems of danger, which'the -iaBg '!&■• 
'Covered, came from abroad, and from his «wii brother, 
'Tofti, who hwd'fnfamitted taa vdumsry banitltnMfit io 
rFlanden. Enraged at the ^cefeful 'anifoitioa'^ Mort^ 

to 

»t;.;Pi"a.p. 196. '5T)»d. «CTift.-p. 436. Orfer. 'VitaUs, 

'p. 49a. M. w*ft.T!. »2i, m.'MiiiB.p.w. :i»giif,^.i«. 

IfiMiupton, p, 957. Koyghton, p. 2339. H. Hunt. p. aio. 
Many of the hiftarians fay, that Harold was regulaiiy elefled 
I7 the ftates ; Some, that Edward left turn hii fuceeflw br 
wilt 
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(^ H A P. to which he himfelf had f^lei> a facriiice, he Med the 
DI- court of Baldwin with cotnptaicts of the injullice, whi<^ 

*~'"v~'~' he had fufiered : He engaged the intereft of that family' 
againll his brother : He endeavoorcd to form intrigues 
with fome malcontent nobility of England : He fent his 
nmlTaries to Nor way | m erder to rouze to arms rhe h-ee- 
booters of that kingdom, and eicitc their hopes of reap- 
ing advantage from the unfettted Hate of affairs on the 
ufurpation of tbt new king : And thai he might render 
the combination more formidable, he made ajourney to 
Normandv ; in expedation that the duke, who had mar- 
ried Matilda, another daughter of Baldwin, would, in 
[cvenge of his own injuries, as well as thofe of Tofli, 
fccondi hy his councib and forces, the projeded Lnvalioa 
Bf England '=. 

Th£ duke of Normandy, when he firft received in- 
telligence of Harold's intrigues and acceflion, had bees 
moved to the higbeft pitch of indignation; but that he 
might give the better colour to his preienfjons, he fent 
.over an embafly to England, upbraiding that prince with 
his breach of faith and fummoning him to refign imme- 
diately pofleflion of the kingdom. Harold replied to the 
'^Norman ambafTadors, that the oath with which he waa 
leproached, had been extorted by the well grounded fear 
«f violence, gnd could never, for that reafbn, be regard- 
ed as obligatory : That he had had no commiflion, either 
from.thelate king or the {latcs of England,, who alone 
could dtfpofe of the aown to maXe any tender of the fuc- 
cefllon to the duke of Normandy ; and if ha, a private 
.petfon, had affumed fo nujch au 
.voluntarily fworn to fnppprt the < 
oath was unlawful, and it was hi: 
O^ortunity of b-eaking it : Thai 
^ crown by the unanimous fnflragi 
'fiiouid (hew bimfelf totally unwort 
he not ftrenuoufly maintain tbofe i 
iivhich they had entrufted him : Ai 
made any attempt by force of ar 
,-lhe :fovf<x of an united nation, c 
ivho, fenfible of the ohltgatiora, i 



^ Order. Vitalii, p. 49a. 
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Toyid dignity, was determined, that the fame moment CHAP. 
Ihould put a period to his life and to his government °; I^'- 

This anfwer was no other than William expeSed ; *-"v~-^ 
and he had previoufly hxed his refolution of making an 
attempt upon England. Confulting only his courage, his 
refentment, and his ambition^ he overlooked all the dif- 
ficulties, which muft attend an attack of a great kingdom 
by foch inferior force, and he faw «n!y the circumftances» 
which would facilitate his enterprize. He confidered, 
that England, ever fince the-acceflion of Canute, had 
enjoyed a moll profound tranquillity, during a period of 
near fifty years ; and it V/ould require lime for its foldiers* 
enervated by long peace, to learn difcipline, and its gene- 
rals experience. He knew, that it was entirely unpro- 
vided of fortified towns, by which it could prolong the 
war } but muft venture its whole fortune in one decifive 
idton againll a veteran enemy, who, being once mafler 
of the field, would be in a condition to over-run the 
kingdom. He faw that Harold, though he had given 
proofs of vigour and bravery, had newly mounted a 
throne, which he had acquired by fa£tion, from which 
he had excluded a very antient royal family, and which 
was likely to totter under him by its own inftability, much 
more if Ihaken by any violent external impulfe. And he 
hoped, that the very circumftance of his crofling the tea, 
quitting his own country^ and leaving himfelf no hopes 
of retreat ; as it would aftonifti the enemy by the bold- 
nefs of the lenterprize, would ihfpirit his foldiers from de- 
fpair, and reuze them to fuAain the reputation of the 
Norman armSi 

• The Normans, as they had loi^ been diltingutihed by 
valour among all the European nations, had at this time 
attained-to the highcft pitch of military renown and glory. 
Befides acquiring byarmsfuch a noble territory in Prance, 
befides defending it againfl' continual attempts of the 
■French monarch and »1 its neighbours, befides exerting^ 
many adlons, of vigour under their prefcnt fovcreign i 
(hey had, about -this very time, revived their antient 
■fame, by the moft hazardous exploits and the moll won- 
derful fucceCTes; in the other extremity of Eiirope. A 
•few Norman adventufers in Italy had acquired fuch an 
- afcendant, 

" W. Wahn. p. 9^ Higden, p. 285. Mattfa. Weft. p. 
222. DeGeft. AogL ioccno auAore, p. jji. 
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CHAP. sJcendant, not only over the ItatUst ahJ Greflk*, fcut the 
^ Geriii*fls,aiwlSaracens,thattheye?pelJ«lfi»fefort:^n«5» 
Vrry-?*-' piDCnKd to iheorfdwes ample eftabiillunef ts, wd laid the 

touQiiiftion-of''i^ opolenf kii^gdo^ of Nftplesand Sicily*. 
Tiiefe ei>t«priz«s«f gwfl> wljo wejie all of tbem y*9W« 
in Notmajidy, many of them ^iwwfhed ^W faQAwt ami 
lebdlioo, leiciied iheawhiiion trf ^ hw^ty WiilianJi 
who difdainedt after Xwch examples trf fort^ie and vulow, 
tp be deterred frora raakjt^ an attack 09 ^ eeigWwwiog 
country* where he .could te fuH»rted ^y tbe -wlMte . 
force of Wspiincipality. 

Ths fituatioD alfo of Europe infpircd Willuw vJtfi 
hopes, that, befides his trave Normaiis, he might vmfhf ' 
againft England the£ower of th« ipiliiary fot^e. vhidi 
Vas diffctlsd in aU the aeighfeouripg ^utes. F^uiffi, 
Ccrmany, and the ,Uiw j;G«mrie^, l)ytbe fr^ek <rf^ 
fcwdal inftitutitms, were divided a^ fubdiisidied tfrtp.maay; ■ 
MuicipiUties and baronies ; and -the f o(fe&if s,,«ijaj'ijig the 
filvil jurifdiQion withijuheinldvps, as j^ell a^^hefigfetrf 
jnns, aSted, .injaaoy lefpe^, -a* ind^pwd«iit fotvccfiigns, 

Ufste*i» 

lid viJoitr. 

iA«aMd t» 
rvcpH^ aff- 
ty a.Mtji- 

.•jhpirSW- 

j|^<^iti9fi^ 
tftiijie «?fib 

pe fff ,p«v»ff 
__.„,.- „, William, 
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• William, by his power, his courage, and ' his aln- C H A P. 
lities, had long maintained a pre-eminence amon^ thofe HI. 
haughty chieftains; and every one who defired to figna^ ^■"'*'''*'*^ 
lize himfelf by his addrcfs in military exerdfes,'or hi> 
valour in aSion, had been ambitious' af acquiring a- re- 
putation in the coort and in the armies of N<n-mand]r| 
" Entertained with that hofpitality and courtefy, wiriflh dif- 
tinguiHied the age, they had formed attachments withlbe 
prince, and greedily attended to the proTpe^s of ^or^ 
and advantage, which he prom i fed them in re- 
turn for their concurrence in an expedition againft Eng- 
land. The more grandeur appeared in the attempt, tht 
more it fuited their romantic fpirit: The fame of the in- 
tended invafion was already dtffufed every where: Multiludei 
crowded to tender to the duke their fervice, with that of 
their vafl'als and retainers^: And WtUiam found lefs dif- 
ficulty in compleating his levies, than inchiifingthe moA 
veteran and experienced forces, and inrejeding the offei-s 
of thofe, who were impatient to acquire fame under lb re- 
rtowned a leader. 

BESIDES thefe advantages, which William owed to 
his perfonal valour and good condud } he was beholden 
to fortune for procuring him fome afTillances, and atfo for 
removing many obftacles, which it was natural for tiim 
to expea in an undertaking, where all his neighbours 
were fo deeply intereftcd. Conan, Count of Britanny, 
was his mortal enemy, and in order to throw a damp up- 
on the duke's enterprize, he chofe this conjun Sure for 
reviving his claim to Normandy itfelf; and required, 
that, in cafe of William's fuccefs againfl England, the 
poffeflion of that dutchy might devolve to him ". But 
Conan died fuddenly after making this demand ; and 
Howel, his fucceffor, inftead of adopting malignity, or 
rather the prudence of his predecefibr, zealoully feconded 
the duke's views, and fent his eldefl fon, Alain Fei^ant^ 
to fcrve under him with a force of five thoufand Britons. 
The counts of Anjou, and of Flanders encouraged their 
,ful:^e3s to engage in the expedition ; and even the court 
of France, though it might jaftly fear the. aggrandize- 
.ment of fo dangerous a vafTal, purfued not its interefis 
on this occaiion with fuf&dent vigour and refdution. 

Vol. I. M Phil^ 

^ GiiI.PiatiT«DGs, p. 19S. « GaL Ounct. lib. 7. cip. 
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CHAP* P^lip il. the reigning French monarch, wu a minor ; 
tn* md WUliam, having conimunicattd his pfojed to the 

^^^^■-^ Qpvncil* htving dcfircd' zfiiftince, and ofltred to do hom- 
age, in cafe -of lui fuccefa, for the crown of Englancf, 
WIS' indeed openly ordered to lay afide all thoughts of 
the patn^TiVi-f hut the earl of Flanders, his father-itr- 
law,.;beiog at the head of the regency, favoured under- 
Imji^ ' his leviesr and fecretly encouraged the adventu-' 
f^us : nobility to inUft under the llandard of the duke of 
JJormandy. 

. THRempertM-, Henry IV. befides giving openly alt his 
yalTals permiflion to cabark. in this expedition, which fo 
jBuch engaged the attention of Europe, promifed hts 
Itfot&^onto the dutchy of Normandy during the abfence 
'of tijfi prince, and thereby -envied hirn to draw his whole 
f«Fc« to the attack of England ". But the mofl impop- 
tant ally, whom William gained by his negotiations, 
.was the pope, who had a mighty influence over the ai^ 
tient, barons, no lefs devout in their religious principles 
than valorous in their military enterprizes. The Roman 
^Btiff, after an InTenfible progrefs during feveral ages of 
duknefs aiuj ignorance, began now to lift his head openly 
above all the princes of Europe { to afliitne the office m 
a mediator, ot even an' arbiter, in the quarrels of the 
^eateA tnonarchs; to interpofe himfelf in all fecular af- 
uirs ; and to obtrude his dilates as lovereign laws on his 
obfequious difctptes. It was a fufficient motive to Alex- 
ander II. the reigning pope, for embracitig William's 
quarrel, that he alone had made an appeal to his tribu- 
iial, and rendered him umpire of the difpute between him 
and Harold t but there were other advantages, which that 
pontiff fOTcfaw, mufl refult from the conquefl of Eng- 
land by the' Norman arons. That kingdom, though at 
^i& converted by Romifh miffionaries, though it had 
a&erwards advanced fome farther ficps towards fubjedion 
under Rome, maintained ftill a great independence in 
ifi ecclefiafiical admini^ration ; and forming a world 
jMiithin itfelf, entirely feparated from the reA of Eumpe, 
it had hitherto (Hoved inacceflibte to thofe exorbitant 
j^in^s which fupported the grandeur of the papacy. 
AUjianAa, therefore, hoped, that the Fnendi and Nov- 
4paa;barons, if fuccelsful in iheir enterprizc,. might im- 
port 

■^" " ' i«<5al>ia.p. 198. 
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port into that cofitifry a niorfi devoted rtvireiice to the <I:t|A P. 
holy fee, ind briiig thti £iigli(h chdrches to a hearer con- III' 
formily wuh thofe of the reft of Europe. We declared '— V™^, 
Itnnieaiately in favour of William's claitn ' ; pronounted 
Harold a perjured ufurper ; denounced exeommuntcatioa 
agalnft hifn and his adherents ; and the more to encou- 
tzge the duke of Normandy in his entci^ize, he feat 
him a confecrated banner, and a ring with oae of Si, 
Petei's hftif 9 in it ^, Thus Were i\\ the ambition and vio- 
lence 6f that invaCon covered over fafely with the broad 
mantle of feligion. 

The greateft difficiilfy, which William tiad to en^ 
counter in his preparations, arofe from his own fubjefts is 
'Notiflaiidy, The flat^ of fhc dutchy wet-e aftembled at 
LiHebonne ^ and fupplies being demanded for the in- 
tended epterprite, which promifed lb much glory and 
advantagefo their country, there appeared arelu^ancein 
many members, both to grant fums To much beyond the 
corfirtion meafure of taxes in that s^e, and to fet a prece- 
dent of performing their military fervice c 
couritry. The duke finding it daiwerous 
in a body, conferred feparately with the r: 
the province ; and beginning with thofe ' 
he moCt relied on. He graduatly engaged 
advance the funis demanded. The count of LongueviHe 
feconded him in this negotiation ; as did the count of 
Mortdine, Odo liifliop of Baieux, and efpeclally Wil- 
liaftl f itz-Olborne, ctount of Breteuil, and conftable of 
(hfi dutchy. Every perion, when he himfelf was onoe 
engaged, ehdeayoiired te bring over others; and at laft 
th£ Rites themfelves, after ftipulating that tnis conceflion 
fhould be no precedent for the future^ voted, that they 
Would aftift fhtir prince to the utmoft in his intended entw 
ptllt ^. 

WiLLtAM had now alTe^bied a fleet of 3000 YcflcU, 

' grtat and fmall , atid had felefled an army of 60fiOO 

ttiea ffofti artiong thofe numerous fuppiics, which from 

ivity <iiiarter folicited t© be received into his fetvice. The 

U i 

^» W.Mahn, ^ 1 . _ „ 
ftxiiupto*!, p. 958. * BA 

tteta. iDtrott tiTititHai. p. a._. 

(r. 173. M Gill; G*Ue1, Ifc. ji cap. 44. * 
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CHAP- camp bore a fplendldj yet a maniat appearance, from the 
III. difcipline of the men, the vigour of the horfes, the lullre 

V—v*"— ' of the arms, and accoutrements of both ; but above 
all, from the high names of nobility who engaged under 
the banners of the duke of Normandy. The moft cele- 
brated were Euflace, count of Boulogne, Aimeri de 
Thouars, Hugh d'Eftaples, WiUiam d'Evreux, Geoffrey 
de Rotrou, Roger de Beaumont, William de Warenne, 
R<^er de Montgomeri, Hugh de Grantmefnil, Charles 
Martel, and Geoffrey Giffard ". To thefe bold chiefs 
tains William held up the fpoils of England as the prize 
of their valour ; and pointing to the oppofite (hore, 
called to them, that there was the field, on which they 
muft ertGt trophies to their name, and fix their eflablilh- 
ments. 

While he was making thefe mighty preparations, the 
duke, that he might increafe the number of Harold's 
enemies, excited the inveterate rancour of Toffi, and 
encouraged him, in concert with Harold Hatfager, king 
of Norway, to infeft the coafls of England. Tofti, 
having coUeded about fixty velTeU in the ports of Flan- 
ders, puttofea; and after committing fome depredations 
on the fouth and ea(l, coafls, he failed to Northumberland, 
and was there joined by Halfager, who came over with 
a great armament of three hundred fail °. The combined 
fleets entered the Humber, and difembatked the troops, 
who began to extend their depredations on all fides; when 
Morcar earl of Northumberland, and Edwin earl of 
Mercia the king's brothers-in-law, having haftily col- 
]e£ted fbme troops, ventured to give them battle. The 
adion ended in the defeat and Bight of thele two noble- 

Harold, informed of this misfortune, haftened with 
an army to the protedion of his people ; and exprefled 
the utmoft ardour to Ihew hiinfelf worthy of the crown, 
vrhich had been conferred upon him. This prince, 
though he wasnotlenfiblc of the full extent of his danger, 
from the great combination againft him, had employed 
every art of popularity to acquire the dffedions of the 
public i 

** Orderictu Vita Its, p. .501. ° Chron. Saj. p. 172, W. 
Malm. p. ^. H. Hunt. p. 367. Higden. p. 284. ^ Chron. 
Sax pi 71. W.Malm p. 94, Hoveden,_-p. 448. InguUi 
p-69. Higden,' p. tS4. ' Alur.Beverl. p. 123. 
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public; and he gave fo many proofs of an equitable andC H AP- 
pnident adminiftration, that the Engllfh found no reafon HI. 
10 repent of the choice which they had made of a fove- """"v— ^ 
leign*^ They flodied from all quarters to join his (lan- 
dard ; and as foon as he reached the enemy at Stand- 
ford, he found himfelf in a condition of giving them Septemba 
battle. The aSion was very bloody; but the viSory^S- 
was decifiveon the fideof Harold, and ended in the total 
rout of the Danes, together with the death of Tofli and 
Halfager \ Even the Danilh fleet fell into the hands of 
Harold ; who had the generofity to give prince Olave, 
the fon of Halfager, his liberty, and allow him to depart 
with twenty. ve(^eU^ But he had fcarce time to rejoice 
for this viflory, when he received intelligence, that the 
duke of Normandy was landed with a great army in the 
fouth of England. 

The Norman fleet and anny had been afTembled^ 
early in the fummer, at the mouth of the finall river 
Dive, and all the troops had been inllantly embarked ; 
but the winds proved long contrary, and detained thetn 
in that harbour^. The authority, however, of the duke, 
the good difcipline maintained among the feamen and 
foldiers, and the great care of fupplying them with provi- 
Tions, had prevented any diforder ; when at laft the wind 
became favourable, and enabled them to fiul along the 
coaft) till they reached St. Valort. There were, how- 
ever, fevcrat vcfTels loll in this ftiort paflTage; and as the 
winds again proved contrary, the army began to imagine> 
that heaven had declared againll them, and that notwitb- 
flanding the Pope's benediSion, they were defined to 
certain ruin ^. Thefe bold warriors, who defptfcd real 
dangers, were very fubjeS to the dread of imaginary ones ; 
and manyof them began to mutiny, fome of them even 
to defert their colours ; when the duke, in order to fup- 
port their drooping hemes, ordered a proceflion to be made 
with the reliquet of St. Valori ^, and prayers to be faid 

for 

<l-W. Malm. p. 93. Hovedn, p. 447. Hid. Elienfis, cap. 
44. Sim. Dun. p. 193. Pier. Wwi]ni.p. 613. ^ Chron, 
Sax p. 172. W. Malm. p. 94, H. Hunt. p. 368. Ingulf, 
p. 69. Hift. Ramef p. 461- ^ Hoveden, p. 448. Ingulf, 
&69. Higden, p. 285. Ovott. St. Petri de Butgo,.p 46, 
*■ Order. Vitalis, p.S« " W.Malm. p. 100. « Hig, 
den, p. a8;. Order. Vitalii, p. joo^ Matth. 'Puis, ecut, 
Parilu anno 1644. p. I. 
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CHA P. for nuwe favourat)!* wertber. The winds inliantly chsng- 
*»• cd i wid as this inctdept happened ©n th? fve of tins Um 
-,— « ' ^ «rf St. Micbadf the tutelar faint of Normandyi the fpl- 
,4icn» fj^ncying they faw the hand of heaven )" ali thcfc 
Cfncurriiig circumflances, fet out with the g;reatc(t 
^acriiy "* ; They met with pq oppofition on their palfage ; 
A great fleet, which H^old had aHembled, and which 
. hw (^>ed all futnmer off the ICle Qf Wight, had becQ 
4}lini0ed, op his receiving falfe intelligence, that William, 
qifcour^ged hy the contrary wind* and other accident^ 
n«d lavd »iide ^it preparations^. The Norman arm*- 
ViCDt, prpq^ding in gr^at order, arrived vrithout any 
ipatprial ^off, at Pevepfey in Sulieit 1 and the army quietly 
difembarked. The duKe himfflf, as he leaped en fbore, 
bapppn«^ tp (l^iaaUe and faH t but had the prefeoce of 
mind to turn the omen io his advantage, l^ calling aloud* 
tk^ )ie fa^d talfen poQefRen of the couotry *. And a 
liJdUr, rvpntng W a itpighbouring cpttage, plucked feme 
thatch, -wtych, gf a ^ving him feizin^ of thektrgdom. 
lie mkat^ to hjs gepfsral. The joy and aJaoity td 
Williain a^ )ik whol^ army waa fo great, that they vctq 
fovrife d^l^i^^d, ev«(i whfn they heard of Harotd'q 
great vi^pry ^ver the Danes i and they feemed rather 
yn wait vitfe inipajieflci: the arrival oi the enemy '. 

Thi; yiftffy of Harold, though great and hoooura-t 
Hm, ^3^i gr^v^ ip the qnain prejudicial to his imerells, and 
VW/ ^ r^vd^d as the ifntn^diate caufe of hia rain. Ha 
ijoft maty pf his braved officcfB and foldierj in the acr 
^pn ; and he dl^vlled the reft> by refuTing to diilributo 
the panl^ b^ik amPIg them'': A conduS which wat 
littlp agrceabl* l« h» h&wI genwpflty of temper; but 
vihicti His defir<g ^ fparing ^he pK/fki i» the war which 
tmp^tM^d oY%T t^Qi it^m, xht duke of Normandy, had 
pr^iahly ftc^^nod. He halloed ^ ttoiek marches to 
reach t^i^ ^w igvad^r t tnU: this* he waa reinfiorced at 
l-opdpp aiid Otjie? pJape* with frsfh tmwB, Tk found 
« btpifelf alfo weakened by the defertion of his old fol- 

diers, who from fatigue and difconlent fecretly withdrew 
iffiPf ttWiy: 9>|R9f3. ft* ttwher OurA, # Wah of bra- 
TR; and cond^ l(«(^ to entenaiq 9ppf rheoiofis of the 
eveBI J 

X W.\Wm. p. 190. » Hoveden, p 449. ^m. Don. 
f. 194. Dittta, f. 4ji^ * baker, pa*. ■ " GhI. Ei£{. 

r,: ..I ,Go(.H>Ic 



HAROLD. ' i»)' 

event; and renionftrated whh the king, that it **tfW'CftA t*;^ 
be better policy to prolong the war, or«t leafll, to fpare "t' 
>is ownpenon in the a£lion. He urged to him,' that the * *"V**^ 
defperate (ituation of the duke of Nornlandy made it r&- 
<tuirite for that prince to bring mattora to a fpeedy ^ ' 
cifion, and put his whole fortune on the HTue of a baS 
tie ; but that the king of England, in his own couhtiy, 
beloved by his fubje^s, provided of every ftipply, hsi 
more infallible and lefa dangerous methods of cnfuring to 
himfelf Che vi^ory ; That the Norman troops, elevated 
on the one hand with the higheft hopes, and feeing on the 
c4her, no refource in cafe of a difcomfiture, would fight 
to the lafl extremity ; and being the flown of sAi the 
warriors of the continent, mufl be regarded as fornudabie 
to the Englifh : That if their tirfl fire and fpirir, wbid) 
is always moft dangerous, were allowed to languifh fer 
want of adion ; if they were haraffed with fkirmithes^ 
flraitened in provificHis, and fatigiled with the bad waf 
ther and deep roads during the winter-ldtfon, w^ich wis 
approaching, they mud ful an eafy and a bleodlEifs fief 
to their enemy : That if a general adion was delayed, 
the Englifh, fenfiUe of the imminent .danger, to which 
thdr properties, as well as liberties, were expofed from 
ihefe rapacious invaders, wonld hallen from all qutrtert 
to his Pittance, and would render his army invincible i 
That at leaft, if he thought it necelTary to haz^d a bat' 
tie, he ought sot to expofe his own perfon ; but referre* 
in cafe of difaftrous accidents, fom<E refource to the It* 
berty and independance of the kingdom : And that hav* 
ing once been fo unfortunate, as to be conflrained td 
fwear, and that upon the holy reliques, to fupport tht 
pretenfions of the duke of Normandy, it were better 
tiiat another perfon fhould command the army, who, 
not being bound by thefe facred ties, might give the 
ibldiers more certain hopes (^ a proFperous ilTBe to ttfe 
■ quarrel ". 

Harold was deaf to all thefe remonAaices ; andbt' 
ing elated with his pall proTperity, as well aa AimuUnwl 
by his native courage, he refolved to give battle in per- 
fon ; and for that purpoCe, he drew near to the NomuuSj 
who had renwved their camp and fleet to H^ngs, whore 
they 

» W. Malm. p. i«o. HJgden, f. t9%. IMa, ViaS», 
f. Jon. Math. Weft, f-nt- 
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CHAP, they fifed th^irquarten. He was fo confident of fncceTs, 
IB- thia he feni a ftieffagt to the duke, promiDng him a fum 
**!*''**^ of mon^y, if he would depart the kingdom, without 
efiufiori of blood : But his offer was rtjeded with dit- 
dain; and WjlUain, not to be behind with his eneaiy in 
vaunting, fent him a melfage by fome monks, requiring 
him either to refign the kingdom, or to hold it of him 
in fealty, or to fubmit their caufe [o the arbitration of the 
pope, or tP ^ght him in lingle combat ^. Harold replied, 
that the God of battles wo^ild fpon be the arbiter of all 
their differencM ', 
lAthOc- The Englifti and Normans now preparsd themfelv*-* 
*ober. fof this important deciHon ; but the afpeQ of things, on 
the night before the battle, was very di6ferent in the two 
(^amps. The En|li{h fpent the time in liot, and jollity* 
aai diforder ; the Normans in filence and prayer, and in 
toother funfiions of their religion". O" the mor^ 
sing) the duke called together the moA confiderable of 
bis chieftains, and made them a fpeech fuitabte to the 
eccafion. He reprefented to them, that the event which 
they and he had long wifhed for, was approaching ; and 
;the wh<^e fortune of the war now depended on their 
fwords, and would be decided in a fingle adion: That 
never army had greater motives for exerting a vigoroua 
courage, whether they conJldered the prize which would 
^end their vidoiy, or the inevitable deftrudion which 
jim& enfue upon their difcomfiture : That if their mar- 
tial and veteran bands could once break thofe raw foU 
diers, who had rafhly dared to approach them, they con- 
quered a kingdom at one blow, and were jufl ly entitled 
to all its poUeHions as the reward of their profperoua 
valour: That, on the contrary, if they remitted in the 
leaft their wonted prowefs, an enraged enemy hung upon 
/hfiir rear, the fea met them in their retreat, and an ig- 
aonunlous death was the certain puni{hment of their im- 
prudent cowardice: That by cullefting fo numerous and 
brave a hoil, he had enfured every human means of con- 
.queft ; and the commander of the enemy, by his crimi- 
nal condud, had given him jnll caufe to hope for the 
favour of heaven, in whofe hands alone lay the event of 
jorars and battles: And that a perjured ufurper, anathem- 



atized 
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atized by the fovereign pontiiF, and confcious of his own CHAP- 

breach of failh, would be ftruck with (error on their ap- lU. 

peeu-ance, and would prognofticate to himfelf that fate ^■■""v-^-' 

which his multiplied crimes had fo juilly mented". 

The duke next divided his army into three lines: The 

firft, headed by Montgomery, confided of archers and 

light armed infantry : The fecond, commanded by Mar- 

tel, was compofed of his bravefl battalions, heavy armed, 

and ranged in dofe order : His cavalry, at whofe head 

he placed himfelf, formed the third line ; and were fo dif- 

Sofed, that they ftretched beyond the infantry ; and 
anked each wing of the army '. He ordered the lignal 
of battle to found ; and the whole army, moving at once, 
and Tinging the hymnorfong of Roland, the famous peer 
of Charlemagne ", advanced, in order and with alacrity, 
towards the enemy. 

Hakold had feized the advantage of a rifing ground 
and having beddes drawn fome trenches to fecure his 
flanks, he refolved to dand upon the defenfive, and to 
avoid all a3ion with the cavalry, in which he was in- 
ferior ^. The Kentilh men were placed in the van ; n 
Cift which they had always claimed as their due ; The 
ondoners guarded the ftandard : And the king himfelf, 
accompanied by his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leof- 
win, difmounting from horfeback, placed himfelf at the 
head of his infantry, and eKprcffed his refoluiion to con- 
quer or to perifli in the aQion ". The firft attack oS 
the Normans was defperate, but was received with equal 
valour by ihe Englifh; and ' after a furious com- 
bat, which remained long undecided, the former, over- 
come by the difficulty of the ground, andhard prefled by 
the enemy, began firft to relax their vigour, then to give 
ground; and confufion was fpreadirg among the ranks; 
when William, who found himfelf on the brinjc of de- 
ftru3ian, haftened, with a feleft band, to the relief of 
his dil'mayed forces '', His prefence reftored the aftionj ' 
the Englifti were obliged to retreat with lofs ; and the 
duke ordering his fecond line to advance, renewed th« at- 
tack with frefh forces and with redoubled courage. Find- 
ing 

* H.Hunt, p. 368, Brompton, p 959. Gul. Pifl. p 101. 
' Gul. Pia. 201. Order. Vital p, 501. ^ W Malm p. 
101. Higden, p. a86. Matth. Weft. p. 213. Du Cange's 
Gloflaiy in verho Canlilmfi Ro/oikH. *■ t5ul. Pifl. p. 201. 

Order. Vt talis, p. 501. " W Malm. p. loi. '^ GuL 
Pift, p. 202. Order. Vitalis, p. 501. 
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C H A P. ing that the eiwmy, aided by the advantage of ground, ■ 
UI- and animated by the example ot' their prince. Hill made 

! "•" -^ a vigorous refinance, he tried a Uratagem, which was very 
delicate in its management, bat which reernedadvifeable in 
hii dcrperate fituation, when if he gained not a deciiive 
vidory, he was totally tmdone : He commanded his troops 
to m^ke a h«Ay retreat, and to allure the enemy Iro'm 
their ground by the appearaacc of flight. The artifice 
fucceeded againftthefe unexperienced troops, who, heated 
^ by the a3ion, and ianguine in their hopes, precipitantly 

followed the Normans into the plain °. Williimgave 
wders, that at once Ae infantry fliould face about upott 
their purfuers, and the cavalry make an aflault upon their 
wings, and both of theip purfue the advantage, which 
the furprize and terror of the enen^ muft give them in 
that critical and decifive moment. The En^ilh were 
repulfed with great flaoghter, and drove back (o the hill ; 
where being rallied again by the bravery of Harold, 
they were able, notwithflanding their lols, to m^ntain 
the poll and continue the comt»t. The duke tried the 
fame ilratagem a fecond time with the fame fuccefs ; but 
even after this double advantage, he ftill found a great 
(xidy of the Englilb, who maintaining themfelves in firm 
array, feemed determined to difpule the vifloiT to the 
lad extremity. He ordered his heavy armed infantry to 
make the aflaolt upon them ; while his archers, placed 
behind, fhould gall the enemy, who were expofed by 
(he fituation of the ground, and who were intent in de- 
fending themfelves againft the fwords and fpears of the 
sfTailants '. By this difpolition he at lall prevailed : 
HarcJd was flain by an arrow, while he was combatii^ 
with great bravery at the head of his men '^ His two 
'Ix'others fliared the fame fate : And the Englifli, difcou- 
raged by the fall of thcfe princes, gave ground on aU 
fides, and were purfued with great (laughter by the vic- 
torious Normans. A few troops however of the van> 
quifiied dared fiill to turn ppon their purfuert ; and taking 
them in deep and miry ground, obtained Ibme revenge 

for 

o W. Maimer p. loi. H.Huntingdon, p. 368. Higden. 
p. 386. Brompton, p. 960. Gul Pifl. p. 202. M Pans, p. 
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tor the (laughter and dilhonour of the day*. But theCH A P. 
appearance of the duke obliged thciO lO feck tbfiir fafeiy.^'"- 
by flight, and darknefs faved them, from any farther pur- ^^""'"'"^ 
fuit by the enemy. 

Thus wm gained l:^ William, dufec of Nwmandf, 
the great and deciOve v'lEtoty of Haftingt, afwr a battle 
which was fought from morning till funfet', and which 
fiEemed wwthyj hy the hf^oic feata of valour difpUyc^ 
by both armies, and by both commanders, to decide the 
fate of a mighty kingdom. William had three horfes 
killed under him; and there fell near fifteen thooTan^ 
nwB on the fide of the NormauB '^ : The I0& was Qill 
moK eonfiderable on that of the Tanquifhed ; befides the 
death of the king and his two brothers. The dead body 
ef Harold was brraight to William, and was generoufly 
reftored without ranfom to his mother V. The Norman 
army left not the field of battle without giving thanks to 
hearon, in the moft folemn manner, for their vidory : 
And the prince, having refrcftied his forces, prepared to 
pufli to the utnioft hb advantage againft the divided, dif- 
mayed, and dilcotnfited Englifh. 

A P P E N- 

* Gnl. Pis. p. aflj. Order. Vitalis, p. 501, * Ahir. 
Beverl. p i*^. YpodNcuft. p. +36. '^ Gnl. Gemet. lib. 
7. cnp. 36. " W. Majm. p. 102. Higdon, p. s86. 

Chroo. Abb. St. Petri deBui^o, p. 46. 



jNGoogle 



[ m ] 



APPENDIX I. 

The Anglo-Saxon Government and 
Manners. 

Firft Saxoit government— ^Succrffion of the kings 

The IVittenagemet The ariftucracy The fevf 

ral erden of men r-Caurtf ofjuflice Criminal laiv 

Rulet of proof MHiiary force Public re- 

venut f^alue of money M/innert. 

Appendix nr^HE government of the Germans, and that of all 
I. X *^^ northern nations who eflablifhed themfelves on 

^— v^^-'the ruins of Rome, were always extremely (ree; and 
thoft tierce people, accuflomed to independence and 
enured to arms, were more guided by perfuaflon than au- 
thority, in the fubmifTion which they paid their princes. 
The military defpotifm, which had taken place in the 
Roman empire, and which, previouily to the irruption of 
thefe conquerors, had funk the genius of men, and de- 
ftroyed every noble principle of fcience and virtue, was 
unable to refill the vigorous efforts of a firee people ; and 
Europe, as from a new epoch, rekindled her aniient 
fpirit, and fhook off the bafe fervitude to arbitrary will 
and authority, under which fhe had fo long laboured. 
The fi-ee conditutions then eftabtifhed, however impaired 
by the encroachments of fucceeding princes, (Itll pre- 
ferve an air of independance and legal ad mini II rati on, 
which didinguifh the European nations ; and if that part 
of the globe maintain fentiments of liberty, honour* 
equity, and valour fuperior to the reft of mankind, it owes 
.u-r- -dvantages chiefly to the feeds implanted by thofe 

E Saxons, who fubdued Britain, as they enjoyed 
iberty in their own country obflinately retained 
valuaUe polTefTion in their new fettlement; and 
mported into this ifland the fame principles of in- 
lance, which they had inherited from their an- 
ceAon. 
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ceftors. The chiefuins (for fuch they were more pro- Appendix 
perly than kings or princes) who comnnanded them in I- 

thofe military expeditions, ftill poffefied a very limited * v— *^ 

authority ? and as the Saxons exterminated, rather than 
fubdued the antient inhabitants, they were indeed tran- 
fplantedinto a new territory, but preferved unaltered all 
their civil and military indituiions. The language was 
pure Sason ; even the names of places, which often re- 
main while the tongue entirely changes, were almoA all 
aiSxed by the new conquerors ^ the manners and culloms 
were wholly German; and the fame piflure of a fierce 
and bold liberty, which is drawn by the mallerly pencil 
of Tacitus, will apply to thefe founders of the Englifh 
government. The king, fd far from being entitled to an 
arbitrary power, was only confidered as the firft among 
the citizens ; his authority depended more on his perfonal 
qualities than on his ftation ; he was even fo far on a le- 
vel with the other inhabitants, that a Hated price was 
afExed to his head, and a legal &ne was levied from 
his murderer, which, though proportioned to his fta- 
-tion, and fuperior to that paid for the life of a fub- 
jeSt, was a fenfible mark of his fubordination to the com- 
munity. 

It is eafy to imagine, that an independant people, fo SuccefHon 
little retrained by laws, and cultivated by fcience, would of the 
not be very ftriS in maintaining a regular fucceffion of ^"B** 
their princes, Tho' they paid a great refpeS to the royal 
family, and afcrlbed to them an undifputed fuperiority, 
they either had no rule, or none that was lleadily ob* 
ferved, in filling the vacant throne ; and prefenC con- 
venience in that emei^ency was more attended to than 
general principles. We are not however to fuppofe, that 
the crown was conlidered as altogether ele3ive ; and 
that a regular plan was traced by ihe conftitution tor 
fupplying, by the fulFrages of the people, every vacancy 
made by the demife of the firft magiftratc. If any king 
on his death left a fon of an age and capacity fit for 
government, the young prince natursdly ftepped into the 
throne : If he was a minor, his uncle, or the next prince 
of the blood, was promoted to the government, and 
left the fceptre 10 his pofterify : Any fovereign, by taking 
previous meafures with the leading men, had it great- 
ly in bis power to appoint his fuccelTor: All thefe 
changes, and indeed' the ordinary admimftration of go- 
. venmeat* 
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Afpetdix Termnetit, Mqairett the exprefs concurrence, or iif leaft 
i- the tick confent of the people; but prefent poffeflion^ 
^•^^—~J however obtained* went far towards procoring their obe^' 
dience, and the idea of any right u^ich was once ex- 
eluded. Was but feeble and imperfea. This is fo mucH 
ihe cafe in all barbarous tnorarchics, and occurs fo dftert 
in the hiftory of the Anglo-Satons, that we cannot con* 
fifletitly entertain any other notion Of their government. 
The idea of an hereditary fucceffion in authority is fo 
natural to men, and is fo much fortified by the ufual rule 
in trarrfmiuing private polTeflions, that it rtmft retain & 
great influence on every fociety, who do not eicludc h 
by the refinements of a republican conflitotion. ButaS 
there is a fenfibte difference between ^vemment and 
private pofTeffions, and every one is not equatt^ qualified 
for exercifmg the one as for enjoying the dther, a jiW- 
pie, who are not fenfible of the general advantages at- 
tending a fixed rule, are apt to malie great leaps in tht 
fuccelTion, and frequently to paft over the fetlbn, who, 
had he poffeiTed the requifife yeats and a4)ilifies, would 
have been thought entitled (o the authority. Thus, thcli 
iboBafthicJ are Wrfj ftridly fpeakiHg, cither eSeaivcOr 
hereditary; and though the deftination of a prince may 
often he followed in appotnfing his fucceffof, they cah ai 
lillle be regarded as wholly tcftamewary. The fufFfages ■ 
of the ftfltes may fortietirties ef!ablifti a ftrvereign j bttt 
they more frequently recftgnite him whom they find efla- 
bliflied: A few great men take the lead; the peopltf» 
ctvefawed and inlTueftced, acquiefce i^ the government ; 
and the reigning prince, provided he be bf ih« royal 
ffttnily, pafles uridifpdtably for the legal fove/dgn. 
The Wit- It is Coftfefled, that our knowledge of the Anglo- Saxoh 
tenage- hiftoi^ and antiijuities h too imperfe^ to afibtd m AieaiA 
XDQL of determining with certainty ail the prert^atives of the 

cffiWfl and privileges df the people^ tst of givii^ an eita^ 
delineatiotr of thst government. K is probable alfo, thstt 
rtic dftrtftittiiiWi rtlight be ferrte*hat difFerertt ifl the difftf- 
reht iiaciMM of th« Heptarchy, and that if changed con- 
fidet^My during the ctwrfefif fix eentufies, which elapfed 
ftom the firft inva'^n of the Saiofts til) the Nbrnnti 
COAqneA \ Btlf ftieft of thefe differette^ and changes, 
wlOi 

< W« bMrdf-«<fe<Klt8|t!« DM iM Bt HU etateMttfctatt- 
. «B ca rito j i ion. The Saxon AmuUc, p. 49, infonn lu, that 

it 
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with their canfea and effefts, are unknown to us ; It only Appendix 
appears, that, at all times, and in all the kingdoms, there I- 
was a national council, called a Wittenagemot or alTem- *-"~v'"*J 
bly of the wife men, (for that is the import of the term) 
whofe c<Hirent was requifite for enaSing laws, and for 
ratitying the chief atts of public adminiftration. The 
nreambles to all the taws of Ethelbert, Ina, Alfred, 
Edward the Elder, Athelftar, Edmond, Edgar, Ethelred, 
and Edward the Confeflbr ; even thofe to the laws of 
Canute, though a kind of conquers, put this matter be- 

I'ond controverfy, and carry proofs every where of a 
imtted and legal government. But who were the con- 
fHtuent members of this Wittenagemot has not been de- 
termined with certainty by antiquarians. It is agreed, 
that the bifhops and abbots 'were an effential part ; and 
it is alfo evident, from the tenor of thefe antient laws, 
that the Wittenageitiot ena^ed llatutes which regulated 
riie ecclefiaftical aa well as civil government, and that 
thofe dangerous principles, by which the church is totally 
fevered from the ftates, were hitherto unknown to the 
Anglo-Saxons^. It alfo appears, that the aldermen or 
governors of counties, who, after the Danilh times, 
were oftei> called earls *> were admitted into this coun- 
cil, 

it was tbeo th< preroKative of the king to name the duket, 
carls, alilermen and iheriffs of the counties. AUCtt, a con- 
temporary writer, infonns us, that Alfred depofed all the iy- 
Qoiant aldermen, and appointed men of more capacity m 
their place ; Yet the laws of Edward the Confeflbr, § 35, faj 
exprefsly, that the heretoghs or dukes, and the iKeriJfs, were 
-chofen by the freeholders in the folbnote, a county court, 
which was affeoibled once a year, and where all the freeholder* 
fwore aOegiance to the king. 

•. ^ Sometimes abbefles were admitted ; at leaft, they ofleit 
fign the king's charters of grants. Spelm. GlolT in verba 

■- z Wilkins paflim. 

' A It appears Irom the antient trandations of the Saxon an- 
mls ajid laws, and from king Alfred's tranflation of Bede, as 
Well as fifro aB tlie antient hiftorians, that cema in Latin, 
a l Arm an in Saxon, and earl in Dano-Saxon Were quite ^no- 
nimons. There is only a ctanfe of a law of king AUielftan*s 
fjke S^ta. Cone. p. 406,) which has ftumbled -fome anti- 
quarians, and has made them imagine that an earl was ruperioT 
to an aldonsa The were^ or the fnn of an earlVblood 
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Appendix ciI, and gave their confent to the public Aatutes. But 
i- belides the prelates and aldermen, there is alfo mention 

*— ~« 'of the wites or wife-men, as a component part of the 

Wilienagtmot-; but who theff were is not fo clearly afcer- 
taincdby the laws or the hiftory of that period. The 
n^atttr would probably be of difficult difcuj^on, eves 
were it examined impartially ; but as our parties have 
cholen to divide on this point, the qucftion has been dif- 
piiied with ihe greater acrimony, and the arguments on 
boih fides have become, on that account, the more 
capticus and deceillul. Our monarchical fadion main- 
tain, ihat thele tvitei or fapientfi were the judges or men 
learned in the law : The popular party affert ihem to have 
been reprefentatives of the boroughs, or what we now call 
the ccvnmons. 

The expreflions, employed fay all the antient hif- 
totians in mentioning the Wittenagemot, feem to contr** 
difl the laiier fuppofiiion. The members are almoft 
always called the priticipei, fatrapx, opiimatet, magnaUi, 
procerei ; terms which feem to fuppofc an ariftocracy, 
and to exclude the commons. The borcughs alio, from 
the low (tate of commerce, were fofmall and poor, and 
the inhabitants lived in fuch dependance oo the great 
men ", that it feems ndwife probable they would be ad- 
mitted as a part of the national councils. The commons 
are welf known to have had no {hare in the governments 
eftablifhed by the Franks, Burgundians, and other northern 
nations \ and we may conclude, that the Saxons, who re- 
mained longer barbarous and uncivilized than thefe tribes, 
would never think of conferring fuch an extraoidinary pri- 
vilege 

is there fixed at t ;ooo thriro&s, equal to tbat of an arch- 
bilhop : whereas that of a biihop and alderman is only Sooo 
thrinilas. To folve this difRculty we muft have recotHfe to 
'Selden's conjecture, (fee his Titles of Honotu-, chap v 603, 
604.) that the term of earl was in the age of Athelllan jult 
begmning to be in ule in England, and ftood at that time for 
the atheling or prince of the Uood, beir to the crown. Tbif 
be coniimisliy a law of Canute, § 55, where an aihciing and 
an archbiibop are put upon the fame footing. In another law 
of the lame AtheUlan tbe were^Id of the prince or athehng if 
laid to beiSiOOOthrimfas. SeeWilldns, p 71. Heisth^f 
fore the fame who is called earl in the former Jaw. 
y " Brady's treatife of EogUlh boroughs, p^ 3, 4, Si .&(^* 



jNGoogle 



APPENDIX. 177 . 

Vilege on trade anil indultry. The militar; profefljoA AppAMJir 
alone was honourable among all ihofe conquerors : The I- 
Tvarriors fubfifted by their pofleflions in land ; They be- "^—v**^ 
came conliderable by their influence over their valTats, 
retainers, tenants, and (laves : And it had need of ftronj 
proo^ to convince u3 that they would admit any of a 
rank fo much inferior as the burgefles, tolhare with thcna 
in the l^iflative authority. Tacitus indeed affirms, that, 
among the antient Germans, the confent of all the mem- 
bers of the community was required in every important 
deliberation ; but he fpeaks not of reprefentatives ; and 
this antient pra3ice, mentioned by the Roman hi(lorians> 
could only have place in fmall tribes^ where every citizen 
might without inconvenience be alTembled upon any ex.- 
Iraordinary emergency. After principalities became more 
extenlive ; after the differences of property had fonned 
dillindions more important than thofe arifing from per- 
fonal llrengh and valour ; we may conclude, that the 
national allemblies mull have been more limited in their 
numbeT> and compoled only of the more confiderablc 
dtiT^ns. 

Bt)T though we muft exclude the burgefles or conf- 
mons from the Saxon Wittenagemot ; there is fome nc- 
cefiity for fuppofing, that this affembly confided of odier 
members befides the prelates, abbots, aldermen, and the 
judges or privy council. For as all thefe, excepting fome 
of theeccleJiaftics*^, were antiently appointed by the king, 
had there been no other legiQative authority, the royal 
power had been in a great meafure dcfpotic, contrary 
-to the tenor of all the hiflorlans, and to the pra^ice of 
all the northern nations. We may, [herefore> conclude, 
that the more conliderable proprietors of land were, 
without any eledion, conftituent members of the national 
affembly ; and there is reafon to think, that forty hydes, 
or between four and five thoufand acres, was the e{lat« 
requi(ite tcir entitling the poflelTor to this honourable 
Vot. L N pri- 

^ There is fome realbn to think that the bifhops were Tome* 
times cbofen by the Wittera^emot, and confirmed by the Idng. 
Eddius, cap. 2. The abbots m the monalteries of the roy«l 
foundation were antiently named by the king ; though Edga^ 
gave th« monks tlie rledion, and oDly referred to himfelf tlw 
Wbfica^n. This deftawukn rnu alWwardi frequently no 
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^bendiz prinlege. There is a pzfTage of an antient author'* 
' !■ ' from which it appears, that a perfon of very noble 
^J■V)*-^ birth, even one allied to the crown, was not edeemed a 
frinctpi (the term ufually employed by antient hiflorians 
wtien the Wittenagemot is mentioned) till he had acquir- 
ed a fortune of that extent. Nor need we imagine, that 
the public council would become diforderly or co^fufed 
by admitting fo great a multitude. The landed property 
of England was probably in few hands during the ^xon 
times ; at leaft, during the latter part of that period : 
' And as men had fmall ambition of attending thefe public 
councils, there was no danger of the affcmbly'a becom- 
, trig too numerous for the difpatch of the little bufmels, 
Theanf- which was brought before them. 

tocracy. ', ' It is certain, that, whatever we may determine con- 
; corning the conflttuent members of the Wittenagemot, in . 
' whom the Icgiflaturc refided, the Anglo-Saxon govern- 
ment, in the period preceding the Norman conqueft, was 
: become extremely ariftocratical : The royal authority was 
i very limited ; the people, even if admitted to that dTem- 
S tity, were of little or no weight or confideratlon. We 
have hints given us in the hiJlorians of the great power 
and riches of particular noblemen: And it could not but 
happen, after the abolition of the Heptarchy, when the 
king lived at a diflance from the provinces, that thefe 
great proprietors, who refided on their eAates, would 
much augment their authwity over their vaffala and re- 
tainers, and over all the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood. Hence the immeasurable power affumed by Har- 
old, Godwin, Leofric, Siward, Morcar, Edwin, Edric 
and Alfric, who controlled the authority of the kings, 
dnd rendered themfelvcs quite neceffary in the govern- 
ment. The two latter, though detefted by the people. 
On account of their joining a foreign enemy, (till pre- 
fcrvcd their power and influence ; and we may therefwe 
Conclude, that their authority was founded, not on po- 
pularity, but on family rights and pofTeflion.. There is 
otie Athelffan, mentioned in the reign of the kingof that 
name, who is called alderman of all England, and is faid 
to be half-king ; though the monarch hitnfelf was a prince 

of 

Jated I and the abbots as well at hifliopt were afteiwaids aH 
jifpointed by the court ; as, wc leam from Ingulf, ft writer 
p)nt«inpoikr7 to tbeconqneft. 
? tiift. £liciifit, lib, a. cap. 4a 
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of valour and abilit^c. And we find, that in the latter Ajipefidia.'- 
Sizon times, and in thefe alone, the great offices went I- 
from fatfier to fon, and became, io a manner^ hereditary '-^V^^ 
in the families °. 

Th e cirGumftances attending the invafions of the D«nei( } 
would alfo ferve much to increafe the power of the prin* ) 
cipa) nobility. Thefe freicbooters mad^ unexpedea in-> ' 
roads on all quarters ; and there was a neceflity, that each 
county {hould refid them W in own force, and under the 
coiidud of its own magiltrates, and nobility. For the l 
fame reafon, that a general war, madaged b^ the united ; 
eSbrts of the whole fEate, commonly increafes the power \ 
«f the crown ; thefe private wars and inroads turned to | 
the advantage of the aldermen and nobles. 
- Ahoc7g that military and turbulent people, foaveifeto I 
commerce and the arts, fo little enured to induftry, juf' 1 
tice was commonly very ill executed, and great oppref- : 
lion and violence ieem to have prevailed. Thefe difor- \ 
ders would be increafed by the exorbitant power of the 
ariilocrat^ ; and would, in thetr turn, contribute to in' 
4n-eafe it. Men, not daring to rely on the guardianfhip 
of the laws, were obliged to devote themfelves lo the fer- 
vice of fome chieftain, whole orders they followed even 
,io the diflurbance of the government or the injury of 
their fellow- citiv.ens, and who afforded them in retura 
proteQion from any infult orinjuftlce byllrangersi Hence 
we find, by the extra3s which Dr. Brady has given us i 
fi-om Domefday, that almoU all the inhabitants even t£ \ 
boroughs, had placed themfelves in the dientftiip of fome 
particular nobleman, whofe patronage they purchafed 
by annual payments, and whom they were obliged to coll' 
lider as their fovereign, more than the king himfelf, or , 
N 2 cvcq ' 

*= Hift. RaawC ^ 3. p. 387. 

^ Roger Hovedeo, giving the reafon why WiUiam the 
Conqueror made Co^tric earl of Northumberland, Taj's, 
Nam ex matirm /anguine attiitehat ad eun honor illiut mm.-a- 
. tut. Erat emm tx amire jitptha, flia Uthre£ eomiti*. 
See alto Sim. Dun. p. 205. We fee in tbofe inftances, the 
' &me tendency towards rendering offices hereditary, which took 
place, during a more early period, on the continmt t U>d whidl 
had already operated its liill cffc^. 
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c Vea thr legiflmire °. A cHem, though • freein«n> was 
fiqipoiol lb much to belong to hit patron, that hit mur- 

"^-derer ww oUi^d b^ law to pay a fjoe to fhe lat- 
tevt as a compenration for his lofs; in like manner 
as he paii a noe to the mafter- for the murder of 

fQave^. Men, who were of a more confide- 
E rank, but not powetiiil enough, each to fup- 
himfelf by hU own independent authoritv, entered 
formal confederaciei trgethcr, and compoled a kind 
eparaie republic, which rendered itfctf formidable to 
^1 Rgp-eflors. Dr. Hickcs has preferved a very curious 
Saxofl bond tA this kind, whidi he calls a SoJatitiwit 
md which contains many particulars charaftchfticat 
of the manners and cuflonu of the times ^ The aflbci- 
atea are there faid to be all of them gentlemen of Cam- 
br«4gefhire ; and they fwear bcfgrt the holy rdiques to ob- 
ferve their oonfederacy, and to be faithful to each other : 
■They promife to bury any of [he affoci„tes who die*, in 
Vhatever place he had appointed ; to contribute to his 
'funeral chargetj aod to attend at his interment ; and who- 
ever is wanting to this 1^ duty, Unds himfelf to pay • 
IfXKafure of honey. When any of the affociates is in dan- 
tger, and calls for the afliftance of his fellows, they pro* 
(niife, befides flying to hit fuccour; to give information to 
)lbe (hens'; and if he be negligent, in prote3ingthe per- 
ioaexpofed to hazard, they engage to levy a fine of one 

rind upon him : If the prefident of the fociety himfelf 
wantii^ in this particular, he binds himfelf to pay one 
pound: unlefe he has the reafonable ezcufc of Hcknefs, 
I or <if duty to his fuperior. When any of the alTociates is 
IsHU'dered, they are to exad eight pounds from the ntur- 
jderer ; and if he rcfufes to pay it, they are to profecute 
cbim for the fum at their ^int expence. If any of the 
aflbciates, who happens to be poor, kills a man, the fo- 
ciety are to contribute by a ceitain propwtion to pay hia 
fine: A mark a-piece, if the fine be 700 Ihillings; lef> 
if the perfon killed be a clown or ceorie ; the half of 
' )Htn fum, again, if he be a WeKhman. But where any 
of the aflbdates kills a man, wtlfiilly and without provo- 
cation, 

* Brady's trMtife of Boroughs, 1, 4, ;, 4c. The cafe 
was the fame with the freemen in toe countiy. See pref to 
I1U hift p. 8, 9, 10, &c. 

" LL. £dw. Conf: $ 8. apud lanilf. ' Dlllert. 

Epift. p. zi- 
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cation, he mull himrdt pay the line. If snjc of lb« «f- 
fociates kills any of hii fellows, in a like aimiod mtit^ 
tier, befides, paying the ufiial fine to t)w rcUlioRt of iIk 
deccafed, he tnuR. pay eight pound* to thefo<:iMy> 9flt«> 
nounce the benefit of it : In which ca(« th«y Und them- 
felves, under the penalty of one pound, Bfv«r to qWor 
drink with bim, except in the prefence of the V'wg, 
bifiiop, or aldernian. There are other reguUticSH W 
proted themfelves and their fervants from 4U i«jlwin% fg 
revenge fuch as are committed, andto pteveWtlwir.gtv* 
ing abulive language to each other) uidtht Sw, whtfA 
they engage to pay for that offence, w ^ lootforeaf 
honey. 

It is not to be doubted, but a confederacy si ihia iini 
mufl have been a great fource of frieadfliip aod altact^ 
ment, when me* lived in perpetual daoger nwa onnKW^ 
robbers and oppiefTors, and received proteSion chi«fl]r 
from their perfonal valour, xnd from the «ffiflaace v£ 
their friends or patrons. As animo&iet wer« dKSfDOn' 
violent, connexions waealfo more intimate, whethwvo* 
luntary or derived from blood : The m^ll renote de^M 
of propinquity was regarded : Aa ind^Ue •ritmoty of 
benefits was preferved : Severe vengiaticc vrW Ukffn ftf 
injuries, both fi-om a point of honoWi wd u tlM bcC 
means of future fecurity : And the civil wu«n, Ineing 
weak, many private confederadcs werq cntv^ iMQ Ip 
fupply its place, and to procure men thm Eaf«ty, whidi 
the laws and their own innocence w^e Bot fioM aUe to 
infure to them. 

Ok the whole, notwithflanding the feetBtng )i^(¥ty orj 
rather licentioufnels of the Angl^SaxoRS* the groat ^^Adyj 
of the people, in thofe ages, really enjoyed vvsh len 
true liberty, than where the execution c4* the Uwq \9 the* 
moft fevere, and where fubjefis are redtjcod to thcfi<io 
teft fubordination and dependance on the civil ti>»g^flr«l«< 
The reafon is derived from the excels itftlf of (tuA^-f 
bcrty. Men muA guard themfelves at any price a^nft: 
infults and injuries ; and where they - recoiv^i not pfoHo-' 
tion from the laws and magiflrate, they will fa«^ it t^ 
fut»niflion tofuperiors, and by herding in fo^i^ i|f|f<riflr 
confederacy, which aSU under the diredion of a power- 
fill chieftain. And thus alt anarchy is the immediate 
caufe of tyranny, if not wcr the ftuc> at Ifaft 9T9- murf 
of the individuals. 
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Tbx Gamao Saxons, as the other nations of that 
nntioenl, were divided into three ranks of men, the 
' noble, the free, and the flaves^. This di(lin3ion they 

farouf^ over with thcni into Britain, 
v Ihe noUci were called thanes; »id were of two 
' kinds, the king's thnnes and lefler thanes. The lat- 
ter feem to have been dependant on the Former; and 
to have received lands, for which they paid rent, fervices, 
or attendance in peace and war ". We know of no other 
title, which raifed any one to the rank of thane, except 
BoUe tilth and the pofTelEon of land. The former was 
always much regarded by all the German nations even in 
their niofl barbarous flate ; and as the Saxon nobility had 
Icw'cxpenfive plcafures to dillipatc their fortune, and the 
commons little trade or induttry by which they could 
accumulate riches, thefe two ranks of men, even though 
they were not feparated by pofitive taws, might remain 
long diftinA, and the noble families continue many ages 
in opulence and fplendor. There were no middle rank 
cf men, who could mix graduatlv with their fuperiors, 
and procure to themfelves mrenfibly honour and didinc- 
\ tion. If by any extraordinary accident, a mean perfoa 
I acquired riches, a circifmftance fo lingular tpade him be 
\ known and remarked ; he became the obJe£t of envy, 
; as well as Indignation, to all the nobles,; he would have 
I Ip'eat difficulty to defend what he had acquired ; and he 
\would find it impoflible to' prote^ htmfelf from oppref- 
Ifion, except by courting the patronage of fome great 
/chieftain, and paying a large price for his fafrty. 

Thbke are two fl^tutes among the Saxons laws, which 

, fcem calculated to confound thefe different ranks of men ; 

that of Athelftan, by which a merchant, who had made 

■ three long fea voyages on his own account, was intitled to 

the quality of thane ' ; and that of the fame prince, by 

\ which a ceorle or hufbandman, who had been able to 

\ purchafe Ave hydes of land, and had'a chapel, a kitchen, 

i a hall and belt, was raifed to the fame diflindion "■. But 

I the opportunities were fo few, by which a merchant or 

: ceoile could thus exalt himfelf, above his rank, that the 

; law could never overcome the reigning prejudices ; the 

diilindion 



■3 Nitbard. hiltlib. 4. b Spdm. Fends end Tenures. p> 
40. ' Wilkins, p. 71. " S^en, Titles of honour, p. 
S'5- Wjlkins. p. 70. 
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dillinftion between noble xnd bare blood would ftill be in- Appeiulis ' 
delible; and the welt-born thanes would entertain the I; ._ 
higheft contempt for thofe legal and faaitious onei. Tho" • — ' 
we are not inrormed of any of ihefe circumftances by 
antient hiftoriana, they are fo much founded on the nz- 
ture of things, that we may admit them as a nccdTary. 
and infallible confequence of the fituation of the kingdom 
during thofe ages. 

The cities appear by Domefday-book to have been at 
Ihe conqueft little better than villages'-, York itfcl'^ 
though it was always the fecond, at leaft the third ~ 
city in England, and was the capital of a great province^ 
which never was thoroughly united with the reft, contain^ -^ 
edthen but 1418 families ". Malmefbury telk us "> that 
the great diftin3ion between the Anglo-Saxon nobili» ; 
and the French or Norman, was that the latter built i 
magniiicent and ftately caftles ; whereas the former con« 
fumed their immenfe G»tunes on riot and hofpitdity in 
meanhoufes. We may thence infer, that the arts in ge- \ 
neral were much lels advanced in Endand than in France ; | 
a greater number of idle fervants and retainers lived about < 
the great families j and as thefe, even in France, were 
powerful enough to difturb the execution of the laws, we 
may judge of the authority, acquired by the ariAocracy 
in England. When earl Godwin befieged the ConfelTor 
in London, he fummoned together from all partshis 
hufcarles, or houfeceorlcs and retainers, and thereby 
obliged his foveretgn to accept of the condition;* whidi 
be was pleafed to impofe upon him. 

Ths 

^ Wtnchefter, being the caiaial of the Weft^^axon mo- 
narchv, was onliently a confiderable city. Gnl. PiCt. p. 219- 

*• Norwich contained yjS houfes, Eieter, 315, IplWicfi, 
538, Northampton, ' 60, Hertford, 146, Canterbury, 362, 
Batli, 64, Southampton 84, Warwick, 113 See Bridy of 
.Boroughs, p. J, 4, 5, 6, tec. Thefe are the moft confide- 
rable he mentions. The account of them i* eztra£ted frou 
Domelctay-book. 

" Brady's treacife of boroughs, p. 10. There were fix 
wards, bt^es the archtnlhop's palace t and five of thefe wards 
coauined the number of families here mentioned, which at th« 
rate of five perfons to a iamify make about 7000 IbuU. T^e 
fixth ward was laid wafte. 

9 f. 10a, Sec alfode Geft. An^ 333. 
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Appeodix.: 7hz lower rank of freemen were denomin^edccorW* 
' I among the Angto-Saxons ; and where ihey were induf- 
■jtrious, they were chiefly employed in hufbandry: 
I Whence a ceorle, and a hulbindmui, became in x tnan- 
\iierrynonimous terms. They cultivaied the farms of the 
iiibbility or thanes, for which they paid rent ; and they 
'fcem to}iave been removeable at pleafure. For there is 
Ihtle mention of Icafes among the Anglo-Saxons : The 
pride of the nobility, together with the general ignorance 
t/f writing, mull have rendered thoTe contra&s very rare, 
•D0 Oiail^ave kept the hufbandmen in a very dependant 
I condition. The cenu of farms were then chiefly paid in 
Ikind'. 

]BuT the moft immerom rank by far in the community 
ftenu toliave been the Haves or villains, who were the 
inroverty of their lords, and were confequently incapable, 
itbcmfeives, of allprc^rty. Dr. Brady affures us, from 
afurvey of Doitieloay-book '^ that, in all the counties of 
Crigland, the far greater part of the land was occupied 
ij them, and that the hufbandmen, and ftill more the 
focqnen, who were tenants, that could not be removed at 

Seafin'e, were very few in comparifon. This was not 
c cafe with the German nations, as far as we can col- 
?eS from the account given us by Tacitus. The perpe- 
tual wars in the Heptarchy, ana the depredations of tbc 
Dxnes, feem to baye been the caufc of this great altera- 
tion with the Anglo-Saxons. The prifoners taken in bat- 
Me, or carried OR in the frequent inroads, were reduced 
■to flatfery j and became, by right of war ", entirely a 
.the jdifpofal of their lords. Great property in the nobles, 
^elpecially if joined to an irregular adminiftration of juf- 
tice, naturally favours the power of the arillocracy ; but 
fttll mofc fo, if the pradice of Oavery be admitted, and 
! bas bccoipe very common. The nobility not only pof- 
fe0es the irifluence whichalwayi attend riches, but dib tlie 
power, which the laws g've them over their flaves and 
; viHflins, It bea^iKS then difficujc, and almoft impoiEblp 
for a private man to remain dlf^lber free and indepen- 
' dent. 

There 

' IL., 6w, S 70. Tfccfe laws fixed the rents (or « hyde -, 
'ink it b iUIIIcidt'to convdt it into modero qieaiitrts. 
*^Gener^pre&cetoIiisbift' p. 7, 9. ftc. 
* LL. Bdg. § r4. apod 'Bpefm. Cone. v<rf. t- f. 471. 
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Tbers were two kinds of lUves among ihe Anglo-'V 
Saxons ; houfehold flaves) «ftv the manner of the an-l 
tients, amt prcedtal or luftic, after the manner of tSer 
Germans^. Thefe latter refembled the ferts, which are \ 
at prefent to be met with in Poland, Denmarli, and Ibme 
places in Germany. The power of a mader over his 
Haves was not unlimited among the Anglo- Saxons, as it 
was among their ancellon. If a man beat out his flave'a 
eye or teeth, the Have recovered his liberty "'' : If he kil- 
led him, he paid a tise to the kii^ ; provided the Have 
died within a day after the wound or blow : Otherwife 
it paired unpunilhed ''. The fciling themfelves or diil- 
dren into llavery was ^ways the pradice with the 
German nations % and was continued by the Anglo- 
Saxons '^, 

Th£ great lords and abbots'among the Anglo-Saxoia I 
polTellcd a criminal jurifdidion within their territories, 
and could punilh without appeal any thieves or robbers 
whom they caught there ^. This inftitolion moll have ' 
had a v«-y contrary cffefi to that intended, and mud 
have procured robbers a fure proteSion in the lands of 
fuch noblemen as did not lincerdy mean to difcourage tbofc 
irregularities. 

But though the general drain of the Anglo Saxoa Conn* of 
goveromcnt leems to have become ariftocratical, therejoftice. 
were ftill csnfiderable remains of the anticnt democracy, 
which were not indeed fuflicient to proted tho loweft of 
the people, without the patronage of fome great lord, 
hut might give fecurity, and even feme degree of dignity, 
to the gentry or inferior nobility. The adminiftration of 
tuftice, in particular by the courts of Decennary, the 
Hundred and the County, were well calculated to defend 
gener^ liberty, and to rcftrain the exorbitant power of 
the nobles. In the county courts or (hirenaotes, all the 
freeholders were alTf mbled twice a year, and received 
appeals from the other inferior courts. They there de- 
cided all cadies, ecclefiallical as well as civil ; and the 
bifhop, 

: » Spdm. Gloff in verb, Seroui. "^ LL. JEif. $ w. 

^ Ibid. ^ 17. * Tacit dc uiorb. Germ. 
' LL. Inx, 911. LL. jElf § la, ^ Higdcn,lib. i. 

LL. Edw. Coof % a6. Spelm. Cone. vol. 1. p. 415. 

verb. Hal^eiMl et Infangtnthft. 
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A^mdix t»(hop, tc^«ther with the alderman or carl, prcTided ovCT 
I. them^. The a£^ir was determined in a fummary man- 

*— v*-— 'ner, without much pleading, formality, or delay, by « 
majority of voices; and the bi(hop and alderman had no 
furihcr authority than to keep OTder among the Ireeholders, 
and interpofe with their t^inion°. Where jullicc was 
denied during three felTions by the Hundred, and then by 
the County court, there lay an appeal to the king's court ^ ; 
but this was not pradiTed on flight occafions. The alder- 
man had a third of the fines levied in thefc courts '' ; and 
as molt of the punifhments were then pecuniary, 
this perquifite formed a conllderable part of the profits 
belonging to his office. The twothirds alfo, which went 
to the king, made no contemptible fhare of the public 
revenue. Any freeholder was fised whti abfented himfelf 
thrice from thefc courts °. 

As the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds and 
writings very rare, the County or Hundred court was the 

flace where the moll remarkable civil tranfaSions were 
nifhcd, in order to preferve a memorial of them, and 
prevent all future difputes. Here teflaments were pro- 
mulgated, Haves manumitted, bargains of fate con- 
cluded; and fometimes, for greater fecurity, the moft 
cooGdcrable of thefc deeds were inferred in the bknk 
leaves of the parifli Bible, which thus became a kind of 
regifter, too facred to be fallified. It was not unufual to 
add to the deed an imprecation on all fuch as fliould be 
guilty of that crime". 
I Among a people, who lived in fo fimple a manner 
; as the Anglo-Saxons; the judicial power is always of 
; greater importance than the legiflative. There were tew 
jw no taxes impofed by ibellates; There were few fta- 
{ lutes cnaScd ; and the nation was lefs governed by laws, 
than by culloms, which admitted a great latitude of in- 
jterpretation. Though it fhotild, therefore, be allowed, 
that rhc Wiltenagemot was altogether compojed of the 
principal nobility, the ccomy-courls, where ail the fre«- 
. holders were admitted, and which regulated all the daily 
' occurrences of life, formed a very wide bafis for the 
government, 

"^ LL. Edg. 5 s. WilKns, p. 78. LL. Canut. f 17. 
Wilkijis, p. ij6. » Hickes Diflcrt. Epift p. a, 3, 4, S. 

6, 7. 8. "^ LL Edg. 5 2- Wftkins, p. 77 " " ' 
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^vemmentj and were no contemptible checVs on the Appendix 
ariftocracy. But there is another power ftill mere im-! I- 
pOTtant than either ihejudidal or legiflative ; and that is^""'*'"*^ 
the power of injuring or ferving by immediate force and ' 
violence, foe which it is difficult to obtain redrefs in coam 
ef juftice. In all extenfive governments, where the j 
execution of the hvn is fecUe, this power naturally falls 
into the hands of the principal nobility *, and the degree 
cf it which prevails) cannot be determined fo lAuch by 
the public (laiutes, as by fmalt llrakes of hiftory, by par- 
ticular cuftoms, and fometimes by the rcafon and nature 
of things. The Highlands of Scotland have been Igng 
entitled by law to every privilege of BritHh fubjeSs; but 
it was not till very lately that the common people could in 
-fa& enjoy tbefe privileges. 

Thb powers of all the members of the Anglo-Saxon 
government are difputed among hillorians and antiqua- 
rians ; and the extreme obfcurity of the fut^e£t, even 
tbot^h fadion had never entered into the queAion, would 
naturally have begot thofe controversies. But the great 
influence of the lords over their (laves and tenants, the 
clientftitp of the burghers, the total want of a middling 
Tank of men, the total want alfoof lawyers, who did not 
then form a feparate profefilon, the extent of the mo- 
narchy, the loofe execution of the laws, the continued dif- 
orders and convulfions of the (late; all thefe circum- 
ftances evince, that the An^o-Saxon government became 
at laft extremely iri doc rati cal ; and the events during the 
period immediately preceding the conqueft, confirm this 
-inference'or conjeSure. . 

Both the puntlhments infliQed by the At^lo-Saxot^Criniml 
courts of judicature, and the methods of proof em ploy edjlaw. 
in all caufes, appear fomewhat fnigutar, and are very dif-, 
ferent from thofe which prevail at prefcnt among alt civi-i 
lized nations. 

Wx mufl conceive, that the antient Germans were t 
"very little removed from the original date of nature : I 
The fecial confederacy ampn^ them was more martial ' 
than civil ; They had chiefly in view the means of attack \ 
or defence againft public enemies, not thofe of projection ; 
again ft their fellowcitizens : Their poffeflions were lb Hen- \ 
der and fo equal, thatthey were not expofed to great dan- 
ger j and the natural "bravery of ihe people made every ■ 
wan truft to tumfelf and to his particular friends for his [ 
defence 
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Appends defence or vengeance. This defe£t in the political union 
J }■_ , drew much dcrfer the knot of particular confederaciet : An 
»' - inlult upon any man was regarded by all his rdationi and 
.aUociates as a. comnion injury ; They were bound by ho- 
nouTf as well as by a fenfe of general intcrell, to revenge 
his death, or any violence which he had fuff^ered : They 
'retaliated on the aggrefTor by like violences; and if h* 
Was protefied, as was natural and ufual, by hit own dan, 
the ()uarTel was fpread ftill wider, and bred endlels <tif- 
tedcrs in the nation. 

The Frifians) a tribe of the Germans, had never ad^ 
Tsnced beyond this wild and imperfed ilatc of fociety j 
and the ri^t of private revenge Aill remained amoi^ 
them unlimited and uncontrouled *. But the other Ger- 
' man nations, in the age of Tadtus, had made one ftep 
; farther towards completing the political or dvil union. 
I Thou^ it 11(11 contmued to be an indifpenfible point of 
I honour for every dan to revenge the death ot injury of 
I their filtow, the magiftrate haid acquired a right fA tn- 
; terpoling in the quarrel, and of accommodating tt^e dif- 
; ference. He oblig^ed the perfon maimed or injured, and 
: the relations of one kilted, to accept of a prereni frons 
i the a^wrelTor and his relations *, at a compcnfalion for the 
' injury^, and to drop all farther profecution of revenge. 
1 hat the accommodating of one quarrel mi^ not be the 
;lburce of more, this prefent was fixed and certain, ac- 
;cording to the rank of the perlon killed or injured, and 
'was commonly paid in cattle, the chief propeny of thofc 
rude and uncultivated nations. A prefent of this kind 
gratified the revenge of the injured clan by the lort which 
the i^grclTor fufTered : It fatisfied their pride by the fub- 
miflion which it esprelTed : It diminilhed their r^et for 
the lofs or injury of a ktnfman by their acquilttion of 
new property : And thus general peace was for a moooent 
reflored to the fociety ^. 

But 

* LL. Frif tit. 2- apnd Lindenbiog. j. 491. ■ LI*. 

^thelb. 4 23- LL. Jm. S 37 c CaUedbyihe Sxx.- 

tmsti^ieia. '^ Tacit, de roo.ib Genu. The an. 

thor fays, that the [»ice of the compofition was fixed ; which 
muft have been by the laws and the inteipofition of the m«- 
^iftrate. 
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BoT when the German nations had been lettW (bme nitpendix 
time in the provinces of the Roman empire, they mada { !• 
fliil a new ftep towards a more cultivated life, and their ?— "V"*-* 
criminal juflice gradually improved and reBned itl'elf. i 
The magiftraie, whole office it was to guard |>ublic peace | 
atid to iupprcfs private animofitics, conceived himlelf toi 
be injured by every injury done to any of his people; j 
and betides the compcnlation to the person who fuffered, | 
or to his dan, he thought himfelf entitled to exaQ. a fine, i 
called the Fridwit, as an atonement for the breach of \ 
pcace,,'and as a reward for the pains which \ie had tAen 
10 accommodating the qijarrel. When this Ide^, which I 
ia lo n;>tural, was once luggeded, it was readily received 
both by magiflrate and people. The numerous fines 
which were levied, augmented the profits of the king: 
And the pebple were fenfible, that he would be more 
vigilant in interpofing with his good offices, when he 
reaped fudi immediate advantage by them ; and that in- 
juries would be lefs frequent, when, befides compenfation 
to the perfon injured, they were expofcd to this additional 
penalty ■. 

This fhort abftra£t contains the hillory of the criminal 
jurifprudence of the northern nations for feveral centuries. 
'J'he fiaie of England in this particular, during the pe- 
rtod of the Anglo-Saxons, may be judged of by the col- 
ledion of antient laws, publifhed by Lambard and Wil- 
kins. The chief purport of (hefe laws is not to prevent 
or fuppreft entirely private quarrels, which the kgifla- 
.torsknew to be impoffible, but only to regulate and mo- 
derate them. The laws of Alfred enjoin, that if any 
<«]e knows, that his enemy or aggrefTor, after doing him 
.an injurv, relblves to keep within his own houfe and bit 
pw« lanit ', he Ihall not fight him, till he require com- 
peafaiion for the injury. If he be ftrong enough to be- 
ii^ him in his houfe, he may do it for feven tkys with- 
out attadting him ; and if the aggref&r is willing, du- 
rii^ that time, to furrender hiinfelf and his arms, his 
adver- 

^ Befides paying money to the relations of the deceafed and 
to the king, the murdeter was alfo obliged to pny the mafter of 
a (lave or valTal a fum as a coiiipenlation for his lofs This 
was mailed the Mantau See Sp^- Gloff in verb, frtium, 
MaiAtit. ^ Tbe addition of thele laft words in Italics 

appean necelEu; from wbat follews in the fame law. 
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Appendix advcrikry may detain him thiRy days, but is aitervards 
I- obUeed to reflore him fate to hii kindred, and he eontmttd 

'^^->r~-~-J with the compenfation. If the criminal fly to the temple, 
that fanftuary mull not be violated. Where the ailailattt 
has not force, fufficient to befi^e the criminal in his 
houfe, he muft apply lo the alderman for afliftance ; and 
if the atderman rcfufes aid, the alTailant muft have re- 
coyrfe lo the king : And he is not allowed to aiTault the 
houfe, till after a refufal of aflinance from this fupreme 
magiiiratc. If any one meets with his enemy, and it ig- 
norant that he was relblved to keep within his own lands, 
he muft, before he attacks him, require him to furrender 
himfclf a priloner, and deliver up his arms ; in which cafe, 
he may detain him thirty days : But if he refufes to de- 
liver up his arms, it is then lawful to fight him. A Qave 
may tight in his maftcr's quarrel : A father may fight in 
bis fon's with any one, except with hb mafter °. 

11t was enaded by king Ina, that no man ftiould take 
revenge of an injury till he had firft demanded cotnpen* 
£ition, and had been refufed it **. 
King Edmond, in the preamble to his laws, mentions 
the general diffatisfaftion, occafioned by the multiplicity 
of private feuds and battles; and he eftablilhes feveral 
expedients to remedy this grievance. He ordains, that 
if any one murders another, he may, with the afiiftance 
of his kirdred, pay within a twelvemonth the fine of his 
crime; andtf they abandon him, he (hall alone fuftain 
the deadly teu<j or quarrel with the kindred of the mur- 
dered perf n : ilis own kindred are tiree from the feud, 
but on condition that ihey neither convcrfe with the cri- 
minal, nor fupply him with meat cr ether ntceffariei : 
If anycf ihem, after renouncing him, receive him into 
their houfe, or ginehim ajjiflanet, they are finable to the 
king, ar.d are involved in the feud. If the kindred of 
the murdered perfon take revenge of dny but the criminal 
himfelf, after be it abandaned hj bit kindred, all their pro- 
perty is forfeited, and they are declared to be enemies to 
the king and all his friends^. It is alio ordained, that the 
fine for murder ftiall never be remitted by the king °t 
and that no criminal fhall be killed whoflies to the church. 



e LL. ^Ifr. §. 2S. Wilkins, p. 43. « LL. Ina, $ 9, 
^ LL. Ediii.fl. Wilkins, p. 73. f^ LL. Edm. f 3. 
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or any of the king's towns ' ; and the king himfelf <Ie- Aj^eiidix 
dares, that his houfe Ihall give no protefilon to murderers, It- 
till they have fatistied the church by their penance, and '~~v~^^ 
the kindred of the deceafcd by making compenfation ^. 
There follows the method appointed for tranfa^ing this 
compofition ". 

The3E attempts of Edmond to contra^ and diminilh 
the feuds, were contrary to the antient fpirit of the ikt- 
thern barbarians, and were an advance towards a more 
regular adminiftration of juftice. By the Salic law, any ' 
man might, by a pubhc declaration, exempt himfelffrom r 
his family quarrels : But then he was confidered by the \ 
l^w as no longer belonging to the family; and he was de- \ 
prived of all right of fucceOion, as a punifhment of his I 
cowardice **. ■ 

The price of the king's head, or his weregild, as tt ', 
was then called, was by law 30,000 thrimfas, a fpecies of i 
coin whofe value is uncertain. The price of the prince's j 
head was 15,000 thrimfas; that of a bifhop's or alder- i 
man's 8000; a ftieriff's 4000 ; a thane's or clergyman's I 
2000 ; a ceorle's 266. Thefe prices were fixed by the j 
laws of the Angles. By the Mercian law, the price of 
a ceorle's head was 200 (hillings ; that of a thane's fix 
times as much ; that of a king's fix times more '. By the 
laws of Kent, the price of the archbifhop's head waa 
higher than that of the king's''. Such rerpe£t was then 
paid to the ecclefiaftics ! It muftbe underflood, thai; where 
a perfon was unable to pay the fine, he was put out of 
the protection of the law, and the kindred of the deCeafed 
had liberty to punilh hini as they thought proper. 

Some antiquarians '' have thought, that thefe com*, 
penfations were onlyglven for man-flaughter, not for wil- 
ful murder : But no fuch diftinSion appears in the laws ; 
and it is contradided by the pradice of all the other bar- 
barous nations ", by that of the antient Germans ", and 
by that curious monument of Saxon antiquity, preferved 
by Hickes. There u indeed x law of Altredj making 
wilfid 

" LL. Edro. 5 a. " LL. Edm. § 4. « LL Edm, 
i 7. " Tit 63. -' Wilkins, p. 71, j2. « LL EU 
Ihtedi, apudWilbns, p. no, ^ Tyirel introdu£t. vol. i. 
p. 126. Carte, vol. i. p. 366. '* LindcDbrogius, pafGm. 
." Tac. dc mor. Gem. 
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AppeiMlIk ] wilful mwder cipttal®; but (hisrceimonly to have been 

I- jao attempt of that great l^iflaior for ellabltAiing a better 

•^ — ^'"^^ipdice io the kbgdom, and to have remained without ex- 

I ecutioD. By the laws of the fame prince, a coolpiragr 

iagaind the life of the king might be redeemed by a fine '. 

The price of all kinds of wouods was I ike wile fixed by 

jlhe Saxon laws: A wound of an inch long under the hair 

I was paid with one fhitling : One of a like fize on the face. 

two fhillings : Thirty IhillingB for the lofs of an ear ; 

land fo forth "*. There fetms not to have been any dif- 

ifcrence made, according' to the dignity of the perfon. 

By Ethclbert's laws, any one who committed adultery 

with his neighbour'^ wife was obliged to pay him a fine, 

and buy him another wife *•. 

These inftitutions are not peculiar to the antient Ger- 
mans. They feem to be the neceflary progrefs of crimi- 
nal jurifprudence among every free people, where the will 
of the fovereign is not implicitly obeyed. ^^ e find chena 
amcng the aniient Greeks during the time of the Trojan 
war. Compofitions for murder are mentioned in Neftor'a 
fpeech to Achilles in the nlmh Iliad, and are called smw. 
The Irifh, who never had any connexion with the Ger- 
man nations, adopted the lame pradice till very lately: 
xnd the price of a man's head was called among them 
<riV ; as we learn' from Sir John Davis. The fame cuf- 
tom feems alfoto have prevailed among the Jews^ 
/ Theft and robbery were very frequent among the 
' Anglo-Saxons. To impofe Tome check upon thefe crimes, 
; it was ordained that no man fiiould fell or buy any thing 
above twenty pence value, eriept in open market^; 
and every bargain of fale muft be executed before wil- 
nefles ^. Gangs of robbers much diAurbed the peace 
; of the country ; and the law determined, that a tribe of 
' banditti, confiding of between feven and tbirty-five per- 



'^ LL .£If. § 1 2. Witkins, p. 29. It is probaUe, tfcat by 
wilftil nimder Alfred means, a treacherous iiiuider, committed 
by one who has no declared feud with anotber. 

" LL JBf. 5 4 Wilkin*, p. 35. «. LL. MlSr. h 40. 
See aiCi LL Eifcelb. f 34, &c. « LL. Eihelb. § 32. 

* Exod. cap. xxi. 29, 30. » LL. j&he*. f la. 

v LL. ^tku. § 10, 12 LL. E^g. ^wd Wilkins. p. S9. 
LL Ethelredi, S 4. apnd WJJkin*, p. 103. HloA. It Kadsb 
i 16. LL. Canut. § it. 
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foDs, was to be called a turma, or troop: AnygreaterjAifwadiE^ 
company was denominated an army '. The puniflunentsf" t 

iw this crime were various, but none of them c^tal**.? ~v""'>i' 
f any man could track hU llolen cattle into anothcr'ij 
ground, the latter was obliged to dew the tracks out of u^! 
Of pay tbeir value "■ 

Treason and rebellion, to whatever excefs they were,! 
carried, were not then capital, but might be redeemed [ 
by a fum of money '. The legiflators, knowing it im^ ', 
poflible to prevent-all difcu-ders, only impofed a higher fine. , 
on breaches of the peace committed la the king^s couit^ 
or before an alderman or bilbop. An alehoufe too Teems i 
to have be:n confidered as a privileged place: and an^ i 
quarrek that arofe there were more feverely punilbcd than i 
elfewhere'^. 

If the punifhments of crimes among the Angl»- ]K.iilei of 
SaKons appear iCngulari the proo& were no lefs fo : and Proof. 
were alfo the natural refult of the lituation of thefe people. 
Whatever we may imagine concerning the ufual truth an4 
lihceriiy of meni who live in a rude and barbarous flats, 
there is much more falfehood, and even perjury, among 
them than among civili;ted .nations; and virtue, which ii 
pothing but a more enlarged and more cultivated reafon^ 
never Houriflies to any. degree, nor is founded on fteadjr 
priiiciples of honour, except where a. good education be- 
comes general ; and men are taught the pernicious am- 
Sequences of vice, treachery, and immorality. Even 
'Xuperfliiion, tbougli more prevalent among ignorant na- 
tiohs, is but a poor.fupply for the defcds of knowledge 
Xnd education ; and our European anccilors, who en^' 
,'ployed every moment the expedient of fwearing on ex- 
traordinary croffcs and rdiques, were le& honourable in 
.all e,ng3gements than thefr pollerity, who from experience 
have omitted thefe JnefTeSual fecurities. This general 
prpnencfi to.pegury was much inipreafed by the ufual 
'Wdfl^'itff'dill:ernment in judges, who could not difcu& an 
'Intricate evidence, fnd were obliged to number, not 
I ' Voj.. I. O weigti, 

„ ^' LL. Inas, 5 i a, « LL. Iwe, 5 37. ^ LL,. jEtheUt 
.1?. . Wilkins, p.- ^3. • LC Ethelrgdi, ap^ WiUdns, p. 
no.' LL. vElf § 4." Wilkins, p «. " LL. Hloth. ft 
Eadm. ^12, 15. LL. Ethelr. apud WilloDS, p. 1 ■ 7^ ^ 
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AfpendK weigh* the teSimoiiy of the witneflW K Hence the n- 
^l; ~ jdicdous prsfHcc of obliging mcji to bring compurgators, 
^TaT-j w^Pj ** *'>S' (Jid "ot piretenri toknow ■ any rtiing of the 
( hdc, exprcfled upon oath that they believed the perfon 
I l^oi^e true ; andUiefe compurgators^ were id fame cafes 
I multiplied to the number of thfee hundred **. The prac- 
tice aJfo of (ingle comb^ was cn^loyed by inoft nations 
i^n Ihe continent as a remedy againfl falfe evidence ^ ; 
jfflid tho^ it was frequcQtly drc^ped, from the oppofition 
]0f the'clerey*itwas continuaHy revived, from experience 
fcf the fallebood attending the teftimo'ny of witneffes ". 
It became at laf^ a fpecies of jurilprudence ; and the cafes 
were determined by law, in which the parly might chal- 
lenge his adverfary, or the witnclTes, or the judge him- 
fclf *" : And though thefc oiftoms were abfurd, they were 
rather an improvement on the methods of trial, whichhad 
- '■ ' ' fonnerly been pradifed among thefe barbarous nation^ 
SQd which fiitl prevailed among the Anglo-Saxons. 
'. Whek any controverfy about a fa3 became too intrl:- 
^eate far thefe ignorant judges to unravel, they had re- 
^urfe to n^at they called the ju<%mcnt of God, that is, 
to ^une ; and their methods tor confuhing this oracle 
were vgrious, Oreof them wasthedecifionby thecro/i; 
«j)d it was pradifed in this manner. When a perfon waa 
tccnfed of any crime, he firrt cleared himfelf by oath, 
attended by eleven compurgators: He nest took two 
piecss of wood, oneof which was marked with the fign 
of the crofs; and wrapping both up in wool, he placed 
them on the altar, or on fome celebrated relique. Alter 
■folcmn prayers for the fuccefs of the ^xpffimtnt, a prieft, 
or in his (read fome unexperienced youth, took up one 
of the piece; of wood, and if he happened upon that 
marlted with the JBgiire of the crofs^ the perfon was pro- 
nounced 

^ Sometiines de laws ^ed cafy gencrd rules for wdghtQg 
the ciedil^iity of witneffes. A man whole life was eftimated 
«r 120 IhiHhigs courierbsJanced fix ceorles, each of whole 
hm was valued at twenty jhitlings, and his oath was efteemed 
equivalent to that of all the fix. See Wilkins, p- 72. 

" Pnef Nicolad Wilkios, p, 11, " LL-Btround. csp. 
4<, LL. Lomb. Jib. s. tit. 5^. cap. 34; <> l£. Loaeob. 
ho. 2. Qt. J J. cap. a], apnd Lmd^nJi, p..€6t. ' 3m Zm- 
'foaiainu iwd BeanqiBDOtr. 
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poqncAd iniKHNPtv if tfherwif^ Sw'qrA-.: TU»|)ru> AfM^ti 
tice, «f U ■ro'c from fup«rAiiu», w« abfilUhed by it ia X 
France The enjperqr, Lewis the D^bonimre, proht-P >-" ^'-*. 
mtd that method qf tri«l> tK>t tfeMitfe it wu uncertun, 
butleft that facred figure, fays he. of the aols flioald b* 
_ proftituted in conunon difpute* and contioveiiies ': 

Thi ordeal was snother eftablilh^d method of trial ! 
aroon^ the Aigla-Saxoos. It was ^a£tif«d either bjr j 
^(^iing water at r«d-hat iron. The water or iron was coi» 
{i»7ated by maaj prayers, malles, fallings, and uort 
qfms ^ ; after which, the perfon accu(<bd either took u> 9 
^one funk into the water '^ to « certalo depth, at catrwd 
Ukciron acertain diftancc; and.his hand bcii^ wrapped 
Qp, and the covering fealedfof three days, if there ap* 
peared on examining it no niaiiu of burning, he was piv* 
Bounced innocent i if otherwife, guilty:^ The triaTtif 
cold water w^s different : The p«rliaD was thrown itKo 
confecrated water; if be fw«m, he wto guilty ;'^if ba_j 
funk, innocent ^. It is diJGcalt for.ui to conceive^ iuW 
any innocent perfpn could ever cfc^>e by the. onei trials 
or. afjy criminjji. be conrided by the other. But' 'there 
was another ufage admirably calculated for allowing vret^ 
criinin;d to cfcape, who had confidoi^ enough to ttj 'it; 
iV conlecrat^d <;i^' .failed « corfioed, was iprodut^if 
igeft, be waspro* 

anMng the AngliMAGlitaty 
was not eitendod^EMce. 
not attended, widil 
,. wardlhip, nu»*< 
^Bl^arsbI))<froinj 
is 4he Sazbiif >'cgeJ^ 
It QribHiUj jAtr^ 

.,'tipL.Fiifcq.^. f*^W9deflbi!pH(ift,Ii..49& .fIDu t- 

yjS- Lindenbrog. p. 1299. '■^ LL. Inse, § 77, ' Some- 
nmes tbe peribo accufed walked barefoot oyer red hot iroo. 
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AwM^'cdni^si^tViemrelve^wthifr'liSand on'lhd I'anie footti^ witA 
^ afcciti attdeftdn iit-CertnaiiyT and founds occafidri iofihi 
I — y—>--U'[ii^ iiWtitations \ whkii were catculaleif to maintam k 
'Jdivlof (landing army/ ahvays in readtnefs to fuppretii 
aii)6ia&Rte3t0ii ef tfee<'-<oifl^ucrcd piftjplc; 7 he trouble 
&tid expeiice<tf deriding ^he flate-in En^afid lay cquaR . 
ly.itpon all the land') and it wiu ufual for every five hides 
n^eipiip-a man for the fervice. 'Vite Iri'neda nece^lar; 
'ssic M»' caHed; ortheJniShen.of mitttdry expeditions, of 
nfOUribg liigbwayc* ond^of' buildirig ;and fupponing brkl'- 
ftsj via inieparMiititbni landed propertyi even thongHf 
&iKlDr<ged.to the churcb sr monalierie«, unlefs exemptedf 
fcgf.^a_-pBrirailae Chanet:S.i The Ceorksor htfftandmen 
wrore:: provided witb xrM 5^ and wort, obliged to take their 
ItiKti'ta mlUtaiy idu^ ^.' ' Thert were - computed to be 
W4iifioD-'''^« ni"iPiBt^iid ^i confet^uently the ordinarjr- 
{DiHitasf-foic4'Cf dic^K^gdcMn conAtlvd of 48,720 men ^ 
tlri>i%hi no dot^i «n «](trat*dinary occafions, a greater' 
^crniemnight bfrlflem^ed; ^he king -and nobility had^ 
^me inHttary terdntj^ who we^e<jatl6d Sahcun-mcn.*;- 
AadithcrC'wenf fbcntf I'oinds annexed to the office oF al-' 
^QEnai^ and to ether Jullicet } but thefe probably were 
vavi gtetfxxceat}-iUtimere-'po(^S^€d ^nly-during plea-' 
{(ib^^iictlTeconilitcncsiiient of the-feudaI4aw in other- 
«oaoaiw o£ Europe. .. > 
FuDUC it-. The revenue of the king feeins to have confiRed' 
*^5^;LliCGlriicfly'in hi} dcmcTnei, " which were^ lai^ ; and in' the, 
.w-KtoHsTOld injpoftsAvfaich hepcobably Ityitd'at difcretion ' 
qalthdi^boroughcsiid fea-ports, that Jay -within his de-' 
BidJm, .He.con!d^riitt^i«natc »y piKof^Ks land, even ' 
.tB:irclig(ot»-t^i anthout the xe^nt' iX the ftate&^:- 
Etanegclr .waa'ibel&nd-lax of a- {^llii^a hyde, imp'ofed' 
' fandie (buae'v thhilP'^for' payment-'of^theftfms exa6bed-i 
, t^dfaLBanes, or for putting tlte f^ngdom in a pofture of 
defence aeainfl Ihefe invaders ". , ,^ 

Valae of lTIie %p>iinnni(l/^1ik>wir^Hi«I: c&ttied for fetne, 
money. ceiH^i»'ifterTOpcf#i«litft,''wrfe threeflttles the wifight' 

■ ■"'^^: .-..yi^ ■'"'L, ■ ■.-■ r"J \-- .. ■<\ ^i 
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bT'our prefept money : There-were fwty-^iJhtHHilL^. ;t, — ,. 
iiithc pound, and five'penceriri'a piiRing' J ini Wiftu-- R 
quendy a SalcOn Ihilling waS a'fiJHiliWg^rtMii^ofirtV-^i^*'''^''™ 
a Saxon penny lhr«e,timesa)Iai-ge-*."-'^-As-to the "Vffift"»ft. 
money inthofetimes, compared fo'thCiKtfeBSrfdrf^littjJ., 
(hiere are fame, though not very -certath'-riteam^^fi Wiflfti 
putation. A (heep by the lairtoeiitFrtti^'wIas eftttHblM j 
at albilltng; Aat w, fffteen penee bi our mehif|o'Th*i 
fieeqo Was two-fifrhs of thq talire-erf-We whole ^flrfcf Stji ; 
much above-iis preTeiir efBmacIqn"? of-wliich' tt^'WMP ! 
probabiy was, that the Saxon's, likti'the ai1tifcM%,^)MI« i 
little acquainted jvith any othCt' fcteatJfihJg' &tit th»^iiJftli• ', 
a wool. Silk and cotton -Wer# ^1te' unknown ^ tiUte^ ' 
w^ not much nfed.- "An ox was computed 'at tix'-^HIU 
ttrc Vafae of « ffleqj ; a cow at foiir**.' ^'If we^ppSW , 
that the cattle )ii that' age, from^A defeEts'o^ hiilban^^' 
frere nbt fo large as they are at preftnt in EifglaiM,'^WP:' 
may compute that money was then neaften timej^f^gtWlp : 
ier value. A horft was valued' at ^atidiit tWrty^fit (hilV 
fings of our money, or thirty SinMi-^ilfings**'; "a nWW 
a third lefs. A man at three pounds °, Th« "ftbateJ 
■wages of a child the firft year wt& eight ffiilling^, a co^'s 
paffure in fommer/arid an ox's in wmter^ "WittettP'Of 
Malnjelbuiy mcntiora it as a high 'pricfr;thgt Wil^ht toi^ 
fU! gave fifteen -rtrark? fbrahdrle,' ei-iibdut thirty '|*tfrtd»i 
cf our prcfent mgncy **-. Between' the years poo'^lVi^ 
iooo, Ednoih bciilehta hyde^t iihd^for aboat ntKIBtf^ 
Ungs''. This was a little more thafi aAilllng afi:«Wiil\ 
ti^ch indeed appeafsto havehei'H'ftft^iiial'priceV'M WJ 
(nay learn from other accounts *. A paltfrey wa^fdli ftftj 
twelve (hillings alrout the year 966 ^. -The vft!uijie¥-'lrti 
OX inking Etheired's time wis between feve'n affj^e^i 
ihiflipgs ( a cow about fix (hillings ". Gehrgs^toJ^T^;. 
Iwry fays, that in Henry the fitm- tiMi,^i»i'-^Mg^V-, 
&kyfoT ahundred men was rated/M-tl*et AiiVinij^'WMdl 
(hilling of that age j for it is t^ieni^ht that f«en aft^r-thi»- 
tonqueft a pound Ilerling was divided :ihto tw^rtf^lfeB^^ 
lings : A fheep was r^tcd at * &ii*ling, and f6 '<Sf ■ ai««A 

' LL. JEM 5 40 " Fkeiwood's Ghron. Pretiofiim, p. 
M. a?. &c... ^ LL. Jnse. § ,69. ^ Wilkiw, j. 66- 
»■ ^ilkinj. ■ . -« ISd. '^LL.ini,«8H ".'^r^iXw 
*• Hift. Rimcf p. 415, ■ « riif^Wffii? ^r473. ^-^-^iflife* 
ElienC p. 471. « Wiftim, P- taS. ■^?* 
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HISTORY, or ENQLAND. 
,.^,,^ ini^'ooortioii.-. In Athelfttn'i time a ram was v*- 
loedTct I fhillingi or Yoar'pence Saxon^. Tiie teninta 
■f'^. SIVTcburn were obtign), at thtir clM»ce, to pay either 
ftt-^tace or four hens y. About 1232, the abbot of St. 
^Uioiiis ^ingoaajepniey, hired leven handlbme Qout 
Jifrfn ; W :>f[Kcd* if any of them died on the road, to 
•MT diC owner 30 fliiUings a-picce of our prefent money ^. 
||t .11 to be remarked, that in all anti^nt tima, corn, be- 
«ig A 4)f!ciM' of manKfiidory, bore always a higher price, 
{•Hl^tr^ to cattle, than it does in our times ^. The 
VaKen.Qironicle tells us, ', that in the reign of Edward 
l^» Cwifcfior thCTe was the tnoft terrible famine ever 
IJlMMrt i In Ibmiiph ihat a quarter of wheat rofe to itxtj^ 
Moiaes, <« about S&ceh ^illii^ of our prcTent money^ 
^^oBtequuitly it was as dear as if it noi^ cofl ieven pounds, 
tffi.llkiUingtfterliTy. This much esteems the great fa-. 
auneiBtbeend ortfae reign of queen Elizabeth; when 4 
OWtctfrf wheat was (old loi, ioar,^}uiAa. Money ia 
nts laft.period was nearly of the fanae vak)e as in our 
I tune. Tbtfc «M>nP9U*-miiiaei ate a. certain proof ot 
ibi^hiiftftodiy. 

Qn thewholcj there are three things to be confidered, 
:lfittrvftt a fum of money is mcfltioned in antient times. 
■."F'lrH, the chkngeof denenunation, by whicli.apouniihas 
:I|C» -reduced to the third part of its antient weight itt 
'flrcr. Secondly, the t^ngein value by the greSitef 
, pttWy of mo0ey, which has reduced the fame weight o£ 
' a\9vr to ten times leb v^luc, compared to commodities ; 
> Md conf«qaently a pound fleiiii% to the thirtieth part o( 

■ At utient vidae. Thirdly, the fewer people and left 
.iadaflry, which were then to be found in every European 
ki&gdocn. This circumftance made even the thirtiet)^ 

' ftrt of the fam morp difficult to levy, and caufed any 
nut tt> have more than thirty times more weight and iiv 
fliwiice both abroad and at home, than in our times; ii^ 
the fame manner th^ a fiui^, an hundred thoufand pounds 
ftrinftance, is at prefcnt more dii&cult >to levy in a fmalf 
fiate, fii^ ft) Bavaria, and can operate greaFer effeds on 
&d> It fmall community, than on l^ngland. This lafl' 
dfinerence is Dot eafy to be calculated : But allowing, that 
. . England 

■^ l)fril]Dns, p. 55. * Moiittft. Aaglie. vol li. p. jl's. 

■ ifctJaiis. * Heet»o«t- f- 83, $4, 36, 98. "P. 

»57- ,:_.". .-■■■■ 
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Eogland has now above five times. more indufiry, ad'Appeaix 
three times more people thdil it had at the conqueft and ; I. 
for feme reigna after it, we are, upon that fiippofition, >— */~*-^ 
to conceive, taking all circumllances t(^etK€rj ivtty fata ', 
of money mentioned by hiQorians, as tf it were multi- | 
plied more than an hundredfold abOve a futn of At Itoe ! 
denomination at prefent. 

In the Saton times, Und Was dividled tijilAliy altibng [ 
all the male-children of the deceafed, acci^^in|f tb* the ' 
cunom of Gavelkind. Entails were femetimes pra^Ifcd ) 
is wets chiefly of two kihds", btick- \ 
book or dianer, which were re- , 
, anddtfcendediotheheirt of the ' 
J. or the land held bf^ the cetjrles 
1^ were renlbveabttt M piealWe^ , 
and were indeed otdjr teoants during the will of tlkdr ; 
lords. . . . - 

' rd in Entlind 10 kfi- " 
jurifdiaion. Was tbtt 
t« among the clergy 
: the bifhbp'*. Tfe . • ' - . 
if as a ihiUT cotild bity 
tuttf otberr to pitfcffttt 
rich'. . ■ 

iheAnglb'SaXoHS w^Maiav^ 
ti general a mde, uij- : 
ten, unfkitled in thfc 
liftion Under law and 
fee, riot grrd Afordtf, i 
fdoorage, which wtt 
foa. Their want tlf ': 
triift repufed in them, 
leirlatt'ef petiod'; and . 
:r biftory. EV(!n the 
J die low rtate 6f the i 
iheM ai barbaridii^, ] 
adi upOH them bjT tWs 
ft put the'p'eaple ins 
abroad themdimetlis .' 
I C(MTe£^ their roiljjii ', 

aadlicetlQiousmanilers. 

•f CHAP, 

« IL. Mir.i^yf. «p»I Wilkiu^ p. 43. ° WilUAij t, 
$if > Wilkibi ^ 96, 97. Spd. Cgnc. p. 473* 
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C H A P. IV. 
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. 

Conftqvtneet of the hallU ef Haft'tngs Submijion of 

tbt Englijh SeUlement of the government King's 

return tq. Normandy Dlfeontent' of the Englifi • 

Their infurreBitni Rigort of the Norman govirn- 

nrnt ■ ■ -New infurrefiioni New rigor i of the go- 
vernment- — rlntrUfBion of tbe feudal laiv Innova- 
tion in ecflefiajlical gjvtrnMenf — : — Infurreffla'n of 

tie Norman tar»nj~—-Diff)ute ahqut invejliluret - 

Revolt of prince Robert Doomfday-tpoi — ■ — Tb'e 

New fortp War with Franct~~r-I>eatb—^ati 

'. ebaraker pf t^Uiam tie Cmqueret. 

CH AP.T^pTJJINO could exceed the cpnflernation which 

IV. JAj (eized die Englifli, when they refeived intetligence 

^■"'•"~ -' i)f the unfqrtunUe battle pf HaflJigfi, the death of their 

*?^* iinr. ^e flwjghter of their principal nobilitv, and of 

^""^ -fbeir braveft warriorsj and " the rout and difperfion of 

y^ftjic remainder. But tho' the lofs, which they had fuf- 

ofHtft- '*'"'*^ '" *^^^ f*'^ aftion, was confideraWe, if rnigh^ 

j_— ^ eafily have been rj pjiired by a great nati.on ; where the 

people were generally arpiep, jind yhcre there ref;ded fp 

niany powerKit noblemen in every province, who could 

:have a^embled their retainers, and have obliged the duke 

of Normandy tadivide his army, and probably to wade 

it in a multitude of aSions and rencountere. It was 

thus, that the kingdom had formerly refided, for many 

years, its invaders, and had bp^" ^adually fubdued, by 

^.c continued efiorts of the Romar^, Saxon}, andpanes; 

and eqpal difficulties might have been apprehendtd by 

Williajn in ibis bold and haxartfoua enterprize. But ihfTP 

were feveral vices in the Anglo-Saxon conflitution which 

^rendered it difSmlt for the Englith tp defend their liberties 

in fo critical an emergency. The people had in a great tnit^~ 

liire tofl all national pride andTpiritt-liy their recent and 

Jpng fubjeSion to the Danes ; and as Catiute had, in the 

ccurfe of his admin iftratron, much abated the rigors pt 

oonquef^i and had governed them equitably by their own 

laws, rhey regarded with the lels terror the" ignominy of a 

.^reign ypke, and dj^eno^dthe i{iccniv£nlaQces of^uljj^(BoR 

■ ■ "" ■:>-■-■- "/ ::^ :.-:':«! Vu.-:: « \^ 
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lefs formidable than thofe oF bloodftied, war, andrc-CHAP. 
fjHance. Their attachmtint alfo to the antient royal ^V^- 
family had been much weakened by their haWtude of fub- '— ^V-— f 
milTion to the Danifli princes, and by their kie ele3ion **'6S. 
of Harold, or their acquiefcence in his ufurpation. And 
as they had long been accuftonied to regard Edgai 
Atheting the only heir of the Saxon line, as unfit to go- 
vern them even in times of order and tranqutUity ; ther 
could entertain fmall hopes of his being able to repair fudi, 
great loHes as th<?y had fuflained, or to withHand the vjo 
torious arms of the duke of Normandy. 

That they might not, however, b« altogether want- 
ing to themlelvcs in this extreme necetCty, the EngliSt 
took fome Aeps towads adjufting their disjointed govern- 
ment, and uniting themfelves againft the connmon enemy. 
The two potent carls, Edwin and Morcar, who had Sed 
to London with the remains of the broken arrny, toot 
the lead on this occafion ; and in concert with ^igand, 
archbiftiop of Canterbury, a man poflefTed of great au- 
ihrrity, and of ample revenues, proclaimed Edgar lung, 
and endeavoured to put the people In a pollure of defence, 
and encourage them to reufl the Normans ". But the 
terror of the late defeat, and the near netghbonrhixKl <^ 
the invaders, encrealed the confuTion, inleparable Irom 
great revolutions ; andevcry refolution propofed washafly, 
fluduating, variable ; difconcerted by fear or fadion j ill 
pUnned, and worfc executed. 

William, that his enemies might not have leifureto 
recover their conflernation or unite their councils, im- 
mediately puthimfelf in motion after his viSory, and re- 
folvcd to profecgte an entcrprize, which nothing but 
celerity and vigor could render finally fuccefsful. His 
firft attempt was againft Romncy, whofe inhabitants he 
feverely puniflied on apcoiint qF their «ruel treatment of 
iome Norman feamen and Ibldicrs, who had been carried 
thither by fttefs of weather or by a miflake in their 
courfe^: And forefeelng that his conqueft of England 
might ftill be attended with many difficulties and with, 
much oppolitiop, he thought it neceffary, before he 
Ihould advance farther'into the country, to make himfel'f 
inafter of Dover, which would both fecure him a retre^a . 



^ Gul.^i%y. p. so;. Order, yitalis, p- 50^. Hoveden, 
P'j**fc*ilWgf'*t*«.B.C4A.Y i. .fi.4i--P|^T:i^■3?^- 
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ao2 HISTORY dF ENGLAND. 

C H A P. In cafe of advcrfe fortune, and afford him a fafe landing 
IV. place for fuch fuppliw as might be requifite for aflifting 

^""^ — ^ him to pulh his advantages. The terror, difftafcd by his 
1066. viQory at Haftings, was fo great, thai the garrifon of 
Dover, though numerous and wet) provided of ever/ 
thing, immediately capitulated; and as the Normans, 
julhiTtg in to take poCTellion of the town, haflily fet fire 
to Tome of the haufes, William, who was deflrous to 
conciliate the minds of the £ng1iQi by an appearance of 
lenity aild juflice, made reparation to the inhabitants for 
their IdTei*. 

The Norman aritiy, beii^ much diHrefled with a 
^fentery, was obliged to rCmain here eight days ; and 
the duke on'their recoveryj advanced with quick marches 
towards London, add by his approach encreafed the con- 
^fioilj, which were already fo prevalent in the EngliOi 
eouncils. Tht ecclefiaftics in particular, whofe infliience 
waa great over the netiple, b^gan to declare in his favour j 
and as moil of the bifhops and digniBed clergymen were 
«ven then Frenchmen or Normans, the pape's bull, by 
which his Cnterprite was avowed and confecnrted, was 
now openly infifted on as a rea&n for general fubmif&on. 
The (iiperior learning, of thofe prdaies, irtrich, during 
the Conteffor^s reign, had raifed them above the ignorant 
Sakons, made their opinioifs be received with implicil 
faith ; and a young prince, like Edgar, whoTe capacity ' 
was deemed fo mean, was but ill qaatilied to refill the 
Impreflion, which they made on the minds of the peo- 
ple. A repuile, which a body of Londoners received 
from five hundred Norman hone, renewed in the city 
the terror of the great defeat at Hatlings" ; the eafy fub- 
miflion of all the inhabitants of Kent was an additional 
difcouragement to them " ; the burning of Soudiwark be- 
fore their eyes made them dread a like fate to their own 
city ; and no man any longer entertained thoughts but of 
immediate fafety and of felf-prefervatioo. Even the 
e^s, Edwin and Morcar, in defpair of making effe3ual 
refiftance, retired with their troops to their own pro- 
vinccs ' ; and the people thenceforth difpofed themfelves 



' Kd. " Gal. Piftav. p. J05. Order. Vital p. 503. 

" Gul. piftav p. 20; It is pretended, that the Kentilhuiea 
eapitoltied fat the prefemttioB of their priviltge*. See Thorn 
Spot, apndWilkiiu Oki6> ia vob. B»clani . ^ Hondcfc 
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«iranitnoufly tb y'uAd to the yi£tot, As iooa u WIUmoi C H A P> 

SiOed rhe ThaiBea u Wdlin^ord, sikI reliched BArkham- . tV. 
ead^ Stigsod, the primate, made lubmiffion to him.t ' — "^^T* 
«nd before the prince came within fight of the city, *1'*„l!^_ - 
the chief nobility* and E(ig»r Aihding himfelf, the "W* fj^"* 
cleded king, came iAto his cuap* at^ declared their in- £--1:11. 
tentten of yielding to his authority^. The/ rcqueAcd ™ 
him to accept of their crown, wbtdi they now confidarad 
u vacant \ aad-decltred to faitn, thftt, m they had alwayi 
been ruled \tf regal power, they defifed to follow, in thii 
particular) the ekample of their anceAors, and knew of 
ao one nKH-e wbrthy than iumTetf to bcJd tha r«iat of 
goremmetlt *'. 

Though tht» was tJie great oljeft, to which tb* 

duke's ente^rize tended, he feetned to deliberate eti tb* 

Affcr ; and being dcfirous, at firfl, of f referring the ^h 

|>eanuice ,of a l^gsl adnMniflratitui, he wiibed to obtain < 

nwre exprefe and fofmal conrent both of his own aimj. 

and of the £tigli(h nation** : But Aimar of Aquitain,: a 

a man equally rcTpcded for his vilour in the held, and 

fior his prudence in council, remonftraticg with him on 

the dai^er of dday in Co critical a conjundure, he laid 

afide allfardier icruplcs, and accepted of the crown which 

mi proffered him. Orden were immediately ilTusd 

to prepare crery thing for the ceremony of his co- 

ronattOQ; bu^ai he was yet afraid to place entire 

confidence is thb Londoners, who were numerous and 

Walrlike, he meanwhile commanded fortrcCTes to be erec- 

.. red in tvdcr to cur^ the inhabitants, and to fecure his per- 

/ fon and gorernment "... 

/ S-TiOAKD was not much in the dnke's favour, bott 

becaufe he had intruded into the fee on the expulfion of 

Robert, the Norman, and becaufe he pofleOed Aich in- 

Snence and anth(»-ity over the£ngli(h"as might be dan- 

gtrous to a new eftablifhed. monarch. William, there* 

, fore, pretending that the primate had obtained his pall 

in an irregular manner from pope Benedi^ IX. who was 

hitoTelf 

« Horeden, p. ajo. Fkir. WigoW. p. Su- ' Gul 
>ia.p^ao<. Ord. Vital, p. <ot * Gul. ftaav. p. aoe. 
\ " SwL « Ewldwr, p.fi. 
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CH AP.hiinfclfaniifurper, KfuGul-tcrbecAnfscntedbjbin]', and 
IV. conferred that honour on Aldrcd, arohbtlhop of York; 

^-■"'^ ' Weftminfter abbey was the place appointed forlhat mag- 
^™°' nificent ceremony ; the moficonfiderable.of the nobility^ 

*™' *^"*both Engliih and NfH-maii, attended the duke on thisoc- 
cafion t Aldred tn a flit^fpeech afked the Sarmtr, whe-> 
ther they agreed to* accept of William as^their king; tht* 
bifhop of Conftance pkt the fame queftion to the Tatter ;- 
and both beii^ anfwered with acclamations A, Aldred ad> 
tninlftered to the duke^heofb^ cororation oith, by which 
he bound himfelf to protefi the churdi, ro admtnidet 
juftice) and, to repre& violence ; and he then anointed 
him, and put the crown upon his head '^.~ There ap^ 
freared nathingbiitjoy iatite' countenanct oFthfcfpe£tators : 
But lit that very moment, therei burf^ fc»-th the flrOogeft 
fymptoms of the ^atoufy and animoftty which prevailed 
between the nations, and which continually encTeafed 
durii^ the reign of this prince. The Norman foldiersi 
who were placed without in ord^* to guard the churchy 
hearW-lhe fhouts within,- fmcied that the-. £Aglf{h' wW* 
committing violence on their duke ; and they immediately 
alTaultcd the populace, and fet £re to the neighbouring 
houfeS. -Tho alarm w^s- conveyed fo the mobility *b« 
furrourided jhe prince j both Englifli and Nofmanj, ftiR 
of apprehenfions, ruthed out to fecure; cbemMves froitt 
the prefent dangep ; and it was with dWGculty; thafi 
William himfelf was ahle to appeare the nl^Klll^ 
,(jg-_ " The king, thus poflelfed of the thrnncby a pretended 

Setdement deffination of king Edward, and by arrirre^iJ^ar eleSioH 

of the go- of the people, but (lill more by force of-arms, retired 
\ from London to Berking iri Effex; and thors received 
the fubmiflions of all the nobility, who had-not attended 
Ms coroiration. Edric, (irnamed the Forefler, grand- 
nephew to that tdric, fo noted for his repeated aSs oi 
perfidy during the reigns of Ethclred and Edmondj 
•■,"■■ ■ .eari 

"... I- (Jul- Piflay. p. io6. Ingulf, p. 69. Malnief p. loa. 
Hoveden, p. 4,50- Matth. Weft p 245. Flw Wi^ 635. 
M. Paris, p- 4. Anglia Sacra, vol. 1. p, 148 Alur.Beveri. 
^ li6i rt- Order- Vit!^-,'p,' 503. . , *t, t/b^tRtuaj;' p. 

471* frys* tlia* he alfo ^tnini^d to got^erf tbeNt^ansamt 
EnglilK by equal laws j and flii^addiija^.^it^tbe Wuat uitk 
ieeiiis not in'probable, cotilidering tW circujii Ranees of the 
tiuiet. * CbI Pifl- p ao6. Qrder. Viiaiis, p 503. 

n,gN..(JNGOOglC 



WICMAM mi CONQJJeROR. 205 

cari Coxo, a mad famous for brnvery ; even Edwin anj C H A P^ 

-Morcar, eartsof Mercia and Northumberland; with IV. 

the other principal noblemen of Enf^Und, cftriie and ^"~^^^ 

fwore fealty to him ; were received into favour ; and were "***? 

confirmed in the polTefiion of their ellates and dignities ^. 

E.verj' thinz bore the appearance of' peace and ti^nquiU 

.lity; and William had no other occupation than to givi 

contentment to the foreigners who had helped him to thi 

'throne, and to his new fubje£li, who had fo readily fub^ 

mined to him. ^ 

He had got pofleflion of the treafure of Harold, whidi 

was conllderabie ; and being alio fupplled With rich pre^ 

fents from the opulent men in all parts of England, who 

were folicitous to gain the favour of their new fovereigir, 

he difiributed great fums among his troops* and by tin 

-liberality gave them hopes of obtaining at length thofe 

more durable eftablifhrnenu, which they had expeded 

-from his enterprize ". The ecclcfiadics, both at homfc 

and abroad, had much fwwarded -his fuccefs; and ht 

failed not, in return, to exprefs his latitude and devo^ 

tton in the manner which was moft acceptable to them-; 

He fent Hardld's flandard to the pope, accompanied with 

the cohfiderable monafteries 

ae prayers had been put up 

his bounty ' : Th^ Englilh 

;d to favour their order ; aiid 

r HaAings, which he tallej 

tretence of fupporting monks 

that of Harold, ferved as a 

perpetual memorial of his viSory ''. 

He introduced into England that (h-id execution of 
juflice, for which his admintflcatioii hid been lb celebra* 
ted ' in Normandy ; and even diifiifg this ^Ment revolu- 
tion, every diforder or oppreflion met^with themoftrigw^ 
ous punilhment \ His own amy in particular was go* 
verned witK'fev^c dilcipUae; ^d ' notwithflin^ng Jhe 
-• '^■' '■•'■■ , info* 

■*■ GnL -Kflav, p. 208. ipfdtri'Vhal. p.'so&." " GuL 
Pia. p. ao6. ^ Gul. Pift. p. 206. ^ Gul Gcnict. p. 
»88. Chron. Sax. p. 189. M. WelV. p. 226. M. Paris, p. 
9u Dicen>.r-y.3^(l*, ■ ThlitStowdtTms^d-byhunffBra'alJ 
cpifcopal Jui|l$aian. Monvfi.' Afi^. torn. 1. |^.j3ii> jii. 

» Gnl;Pia.;;p, a»8. Oidar. Vjt(U,..p. 506. ■: ; 
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C U A P. {d^Imc^ of viSory, cut wu ti^n to gin m little o^ 
IV- ffuce w pgfliWe to tb« jenloufy of the T«nqyiftied *. The 
'*-'^'*' ■ "-' king appeared foliatows to uoitc is an amicafaJa naa&ar 
•P^* the Nwman} aod ihc Ep^tth. by intermarriaget and al- 
Uancea ; and tW hU sew 6jbj«3s who approached hit per- 
Ibn w«r« recei*ed with affability and regard- No figds 
of ful^pifioR appeared, not even towards Edgar Atheltng* 
the beir of the antient royal family^ whom he confirmea 
in the honourt of earl «f Oxfcird> conferred on bim bjr 
Harold, and whom he adeQed to treat with the highcfl 
lindnels, as nephew to the ConfefTor, bis great friend 
and beticfador ". Though he conitfcated the edates of 
Harold, «nd of thofe who had fought in the battle of 
Haftings on the fide of that prince, whom he reprefcnted 
«■ an ofureer, be fe«med willing to admit of every plaufi* 
t>Ic excule for paA cppcfition to his pretenfions *^, and he 
received nitny into favour, who had canied arnu againfl 
ItilD- JBe con&rmed the tibeities and immunities of Lon- 
don and the other cities of England ; and i^peared dep 
firottf of replacing eviery thing on smient ^abiifhoofinti. 
ilf his whole adtniniftratioiit he txire the femUance of 
ihE lawful prince, pot of the qonqiierpr " i and .the Erg- 
li& began to flatter themfelvee, that th^y had changed, 
not the fprm pf thetF government, but only the fnc? 
ceflioR of (heir fovereigr^i » matter which gave Ihem 
fiMH fpiicern. The bmer to r^eoncilq-his newfubjeQi 
tq hif *Bth*^ity, he mtide a progrefs thteugh -fome parts of 
Englf^d \ and befidea 4 IpUndid cfiurt and majeAic pfCv 
Jepfo, which Qver^wad the people, already flruck with 
his military fame, thp appearapcp of hifi ple^tn^y an^ 
of the wMe, who were at- 
air new favwtign ^ 
:p and A-icndlhip, which he 
I king took ftire t9^»co all 

ich, hewwfenfihle, be had 

rereign authority. He dif- 

armed the city of London and other places, which ap- 

f«»red moll ww^kftOTdpf^ow'^ fnd biittdtng for- 

■.. ^eOe* 

4 Oiil. Ka^. p. aoy: Oid». Vhal. •; 50s; e^S. *GbI 
Ka |i..9of. <: 0^ Kft. p'ao7- Older. Vlwi..; 

506. I' BioHiimp,^'^*- • (^■■Ka. p. 208. 

f Baker, p. 24. 
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tr^Qcs and citadels in that capital, as well as in Winchef- C H A ?• 
ter, Hereford, and the cities befl fimated for command- "' 
ing the kingdom, he quartered Norman foldiers in all of ^ 
them, and left no where any power able to refill or op- 
pofc him''. He bellowed the forfeited eftates on the 
moft powerfvil of his captains, and eAablithed funds for 
the payment of his foldiers ". And thus, while his civil 
adminiAration carried the face of a legal magillratc, his 
ihilitary inftitutions were thofe of a mafter and tyrant; 
St le^ll of one, who referved to himfelf, whenever he 
pleated, the power of aflumtng that charaQer. -_, 

■ By this mixture, however, of vigour and lenity, he Z*"^' **" 
had fo pacified the minds of the Englilh, that he thought fjo^i^ 
he might fafely revifit his native country, and enjoy the j- 
triumph and congratulation of his antient fubjeSs. He ' ' 
left the adminiftration in the hands of his uterine brother, March. 
Odo, btfhop of fiaieux, and of William Fitx OJbern^j 
and that their authority might be expofed to lefs danger, 
he carried over with him all the irioft conflderable nobi- 
lity of England, who both ferved to grace his court by 
riieir prefence and magnificent retinues, and were detained 
as boftages for the fidelity of the nation '. Among thefe, 
ipere Edgar Atheling, Stigand the primate, the earls Ed- 
win and Morcsir, Waltheof, the fon of the famous and 
brave earl Siward, with others, eminent for the greatnefs 
«f their fortunes and families, or for their eccleftaflical 
and civil dignities '. He was vifited at the abbey of 
Fefcamp, where he refided during fome time, by Ro- 
dulph) uncle to the French king '^, and by many power- 
fill princes and nobles, who, having contributed to his en- 
terprize, were defirous of participating in rtie joy and ad- 
vantages of its fuccefs. His Englifh courtiers, willing to 
ingrafiate themf^lves with their new fovcreign, enaea- 
Toured to outlhine each other in equipages and entertain- 
ments; and made a difplay of riches, wfaidi flruck the 
fweigners with aftonifhment. William of Poiftiers, a 
Norman 

o Gid, Pia. p. 208. Order. VitJ. p. 506- M- Wet p. 
»a J. M. Pah's, p. 4. ** 6111.' Pift. p. axX. - ■ ■ ' " Flof, 

Wieprn. p. 635. Sim. Dunelm- p. 197. Alnr. Beveri. p. laj. 

■^ Order. Vital, p. 506. » Gul. Pia.j>. 209. Older. 

Vittd. p. C06. Hoveden, p: 4;o. Flor. Wigopn. p. 63$. 
Chnn. Abb.' 6t Petri de Buigo, p. 46. Kim&tOB, p. X343. 

» Gul. Pia. p. III. Orda. Vttal, p. 506. ' 
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CHAP- Norman hiflorian'*^ who was preknt, fpeaks with ad- 
. Iv. miration of tf^e beaty of their perlbm, the Hzc and work- 
*"'"^^~' maiilhip of their filver ptate, the coftlinefs of their em- 
*"7' broideries, an art in which the Englifh then exccHed { 
and he cxprefies himfeif in fuch ternu, as would much 
exalt our idea of the opulence and cultivation of the peo- 
ple •, But though every thing bore the face of joy and 
fcftivity, and William himfeif treated hisnew courtiers 
with great appearance of kindnels, it was impoflible to 
prevent altogether the infolence of the Normans j and the 
-^ Englifh noblei received little pleafure fromthofe enter-' 

tainments, where they confidered themfelves as led in tri-- 
'- ■ umph by their oflentatious conqueror. 
DireoD- Affaire in England took Hill a worfe turn during the 
tent<t tf abfence of the fovereign. Difcontents and complaints 
tbe &ig- multiplied every where ; fecret confpiracies were entered 
fifli. into againft the goveran:ient 1 hoftilities were already he- 

gun in many places; and every thing feemed to menaces 
levolution as rapid as ihat which had placed William oa 
the throne. The hiftotian above-mentioned, who is a 
panegyrill of his mafler, throws the blame entirely on 
the gckle and mutinous difpofition of the Englifh, and 
highly celebrates the juftice and lenity of Odo's and Fitz 
Ofbern't adnniniHratiDn '^. But ether hiflorians, with 
more probability, impute the caufe chiefly to the Normant, 
who, deipifing a people that had fo cafily fubmitted to 
the yoke, envying their tiches, and grudging the re- 
flraints impofed upon their own rapine, were dcfirous of 
provokint^ them to a rebellion, by which' they ht^ied to 
9iC<]uire new con^'fcitions and forfeiturec, and to fiitisfy 
■hofe unboutided hopes, which they had formed in enter- 
ing on this enterprise ^. , 

It is evident, that the chief rcafon of this alteration in 
the fentiments of the Eiiglifh, muft be afcribed to the 
departure of William,, who was alone capable of curb^ 
ing th¥ yi<Jence of his captains, and of overawing the 



* P.' XI 1 , Xi 2- ' As [lie hiftorian chiefly iplifts on tbe 
filver pl^tCt his panegyrics <^i t^e ^glifh ina^ilk^ce fliovfs 
only how incompetent a judge he wa» of the matter. , Silver 
Vas then of ten limes the value, and was more than twent7 
liute* more, rare than at prefent ; ard corfequcntly, of a(l 
fpetiesbf luzuty, plate i&)^ baye.bfen therareft, 

" P. aia. ^ Order, Vital, p. 507. 
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imitioies of the people. Nothing appears more ilrangef CHAP. 
tJuif that this prince, in lefs than three monthi after Ae IV- 
conqueft of a great, warlike, and turbulent nation, (houU """JC""^ 
abrent htmfeif, in order to revifit bis own countiy^ whidt tooy. 
remained in profound tranquillity, ami was not menaced 
by any of its neighbours; and Ihould leave fe long bis 
Jealous fabje^ at the mercy of an infolent and Itccntrout 
army. Were we not aflured of the folidity of his genius, 
and the good fedfe difplayed in all other circumflances of 
his condud, we mi^t afcritx this meafure to a vain 
oQenutton, which rendered him impatient to difplay bis 
pomp ahd munificence among his antient covrticrs. It 
IS therefwe more natural to believe, that in fo enraordi^ 
nary a ftep, he was guided by a conce^d policy ; and 
that though he had thought proper at firft to allure the 
people ts fubmiflioo by the jcmblance of a legal admini' 
ilratioA, he found, that be could neither fatisfy hi; ra- ' 
pacious captains, nor fecure his unftable government, 
without exerting farther the rights of conqum, andfeiz- 
tng the pofTeflions of the En^ifh. In order to give a . 
pretence for this violence, he endeavoured, without, dif- 
coverii^ his intentions, to provoke and allure them into 
itifurreoions, which, he thought, could never prove dan- 
>us, while he detained all the principal nobility in 
rmandy, while a great and vi3orious army was 
quartered in England, and while he himfelf was fo near 
to fupprefs any tumult (h* rebelUsn. But as no antient 
writer has afcribed this tyrannical purpoTe to William, it 
fcarce feemc allowable, from conjedure alone, to throw 
ftich an imputation upon him. 

But whether we are to account for that meafure from Their in; 
the king's vanity or from his policy, it was the imme-fane^T 
diate caufe of all the calamities which the Englifh endu- 4°'- 
red during this and the fubfequent reigns, and gave rife to 
thofe mutual jealoufies and animolities between them and 
the Normans, which were never appeafed, till a long trad 
of time had gradually united the two nations, and made 
them one people. The inhabitants of Kent, who had 
firft liibmitted to the Conqueror, were the firft who at- 
tetnpted to throw off the yoke; and in confederacy with 
Euttace, count of Bolognc^ who had alfo been ifif^^fted 
by the Normans, made an attempt, thoudl without (ao 
VoL. L P „ c»6. 
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CHAP.tda «n the garrifeft of Dover". Edlic, llic Pofcfter, 
IV. w*ofo pofleffion* lay on the banks of the.Stvente, being 
* * "v"»^ pMnked « the depredatiom of fomc Norman captains in 
H67. hit Beigbbourhood, formed an alliance with Blethyn and 
RovaUMt, two WcUh princei; and endearoured, with 
ihek affiflance, to repel force ij Uxcx **'. But though 
thutt open hoflilittes were not very confiderable, the dif> 
aSfaAion was- general among the £ngli(h, who had be- 
come fenfible, though too late, of their defencelefs con- 
dition, and bogan already to experience thofe infults and 
ii^ioB, whidi a nation mult always expe3, that al- 
Icnk^s it&l£ t»^ reduced to that defpicable fituation. A 
fecKt confpiraqr was entered into to perpetrate in one day 
a general aflaflination of the Normans, like that whidi 
had bcca formerly executed upon the Danes " ; and the 
qiiBTRl woa bocome fo general and national, that the 
Tofii^ of earl Coxo, baring defired hiiA to head them in 
an infirrrefhon, and finding him refolnte in maintaining 
hUfideli^ to William, put him to death as a trdtor to- 
his country '■ 
Decern- Thb lung, informed of thcfe dangerous difcontents, 
ber 6. haAcned over to Cn^and ; and by his prefence, and the 
vigerona meiftir« which he purfucd, difconcerted ail the 
fahems) ot tbc emfpirators. Such of them as had been 
raoic violent in their mutiny betrayed their guilt, by fly- 
ing or. concealing themfelves ; and the condfcation of 
thcic cftaMe, while it increafed the number of malcon- 
tents) both enal^ed William to gratify farther the rapa- 
city, of his Norman captains, and gavethem the profpea 
of new forfeitures and attaindet^ "^ The king began to 
fsgard all his Englifh fubjefh as inveterate and irreclaima- 
ble enemies; and thenccfijrth either embraced, or was 
' max hilly confirmed in his rcfcdution, of feizing their 
pofleffiDni, and of reducing them to the moft abje£t 
flkvery. Though the natural violence and feverity of his 
tedipcc made him incapable of feeling any fcruples in the 
euoition of this tyrannical purpofe, he had art enough 
tt dDOceal . hi* inimtion, and to preferve flill fome ^- 
pearance 

■ »!Qji 6emet. p. 289. Order. Vital, p. 508. Anglia 
Sv^^JSi *■ V 241$. " HevedcR, p. 450 M Weft. 

&.a0' Sim. Donebn p. 19* " Gal. Gemet. p. 389. 

* Gul. ?i& p 2i». Order. Vital, p. 509. «i.H. Hunt 

p. 369. M. Weft. p. aas- 
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cearance of juilicc in his oppreflions. He ofctered ^l.the C H IIV P. 
Englifti, who had been arbitrJwily expelled h^ d(e Nor* *V. 
mans, during his abfence, to be r^ored tothetr etUttfs * i ua«v*"-^ 
But at the fame time, he. impofed a genial tax otiriiC 
people, that of Danegelt, which hsd been tiboHflifed bf 
the ConfelTDr, and whidi had ftlwlfsbeniexfKAKly e&i 
ous to tlie nation ^. . 

As the vigilance of William OTCritWed the mitcontttts, t068>| 
(heir infuiTcdions were more the refutt of kn impvtifeitt 
humour in the people, thui of tCay re^htr oonfpiradyj 
which could give them a rational hope of fuccels agaiiift 
the cllabliflied power of the Normans. .The iAfa^itontk 
of Exeter> instigated by Githa, toother to king Hardd^ 
refufed to admit a Norman garrifon^ and betaking tbeni* 
ielves to arms, were ftrengthened by the accdiion of thfe 
neighbouring inhabitants of Devonffaire ahd Ciarnwil ''b 
The king haftened with ho forces to chaftize this revolt } 
snd on his approach} the wifer ahd more conlidenbib 
dtrzens, fenfible of the unequal conteftj peHusded the 
people to fubmit, andtodelivet hoftages for their sbctli'' 
encc. A fudden mutiny of the populace broke this a?ree- 
nient; and William, appearing before the waUs, orderei 
the eyes of one of the hoftages to be put out, as an eat^ 
reft of that fEverity, which the rebeh mnft expeQ, if 
they perfevered in their revolt ". The inhabitants were 
anew feized with terrn', and furrendering at difcreti<nt, 
threw themfelves at the lung's feet, and entreated for 
clemency and forglvcnefs. William Was mt devoid of 
generofi^. When his tempfer was not hardened eith^ by 
policy or paflion : He was prevailed on to pardon dlft 
rebels, -and he fe( guards on atlthkgate^, inord^rto'pt^ 
vent the rapacity and infolence of his Ibldiery ^. Gillte 
efcaped with her treafurcs to Flandb-s ^. The mdcoAtiltts ' 
of Cornwal imitated the example of Exeter, and mtt 
with like treatment: Andthekihg, havii^ bliilt t i^l^dU 
in that city, which he put under the odminand of &al4- 
P a '««*, 

« Chron Sax, p. 173. This feft Is a fiiU i«W.f, that the 
Noimans had connnitt^ great imHJlket *^ '\rai fke teal 
caufe of the inftureaionB of tie Englift. 

^ Hoveden, p. ^$0. Sim. Dub^. ^. 197. AhiT.fihr^, 
p. 127. T Order. Vital, p. 510. " Ibii ^ lUd. 

' Hoveden, p. 450. Flor. Wigom. p. 635. 
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CHAP, win, fon of earl Gilbcrerl ^, returned to Winchcller* 
IV- and difperied hii nmj into their qnarters. He was here 

^^■v^^jwned by his wife, MstUda, who had not .before vifited 
moS. £ngland, and whom he now ordered to be crowned by 
ardibUhop Atdred*. Soon after, flic farou^t him an 
accdTion to his fomiiy, by the birth of a fourth fon, whonn 
ht named Henry ". His three elder Tons, Robert, Rich- 
ard, and William, (till refided in Normandy. 

BoT though the king appeared thos fortunate both in 
public and domeAic life, the difcontents of his Englifh 
fubjeSs ai^umented daily; and the injuries, committed 
^and fuflrered on both fides, rendered tht quarrel between 
them and the Normans abfolutcly incurable. The info- 
lenceof viSorious mailers, difperfed throughout the king-' 
fiom, fcemed intolerable to the natives; and wherever 
they found the Normans, feparate or aflembled in fmalt 
bodies they fecretly fet upon them, and gratified their 
vengeance by the flaughtcr t^ their enemies '". But an in- 
furrcdion in the ncHth drew thither the general attention, 
and fecmed to promife more important confequences. Ed- 
win and Morcar appeared at the head of this rebellion ; 
snd thefe potent noblemen, before they took arms, ftipu- 
lated for foreign fuccours, from their nephew Btethin, 

Srince of North-Wales, from Malcolm, king of Scot- 
ind, and from Sweyn, king of Denmark. Befides the 
general difcontent, which had fcized the Englifh; the 
two earls were inftigated to this revolt by [H'tvate in- 
juries. William, in order to infure them to hisinterelb, 
iiad, on his acceflion, promifed his daughter in marriage 
to Edwin ; but either he had never feriouHy intended to 
perEorm this engagement, or having changed his plan t^ 
adminiftrstion id England from clemency to rigour, he 
thought it wat to little purpofe, if he gained one family, 
■ while he enraged the whole nation. When Edwin, 
therefore, renewed'his applications, he gave him an al>< 
folute refufal"; and this difappointment, added to ib 
many other reafons of difguft,. induced that noUenua 
and his brother to concur with tfaar enraged couutiymen, 

and 

z. Order. Vital p. 510, * Ibid. Hoveden, p. 450. M. 
Weft. p. 246. Flor. Wigom. p. 635. b M. W^ p. 226. 
■ v», Ibid. f. aaj. " Ordar. Vittl. p. 51 1.' 
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sixl to mate one effort for the recovery of their antient CHAP. 

liberties. William knew the importance of celerity in IV. 

quelling an infurre£tion, fupported by fuch powcrfal * ■■v—*^ 

leaders, and fo agreeable to the wifhes of the people ; lOOB, 

and having his troops always in readinefs^ he advanced 

by great journies to the north. On his march he gave 

orders to Ibrtify the caftle of Warwick, of which he left 

Henry de Beaumont governor, and that of Nottingham^ 

which he committed to the cullody of William Pcvcrell, 

another Norman captain K He reached York before the 

rebels were in any condition for refiftancc, or were joined 

by any of the foreign fuccours, which they expe3ed, except 

a fmall reinforcement from Wales ^ ; and the two effrla 

found no other means 

the clemency of the vi 

in thofe parts, imitated 

Ion as a hoftage of hia 

thus deferted by their 

refillance. But the tr 

chieftains, was very di 

fhare of their follow* 

terms, whidi he had g 

them, for the prefent, 

but he extended the r 

latter, vfz-) 

turers, plaiued through the whole countrir, 

and b- of the military power» left Edwin 

and N he pretended to fparc, deditute of alt 

fuppor to fall, whenever he fhould think pn>< 

per to if ruin. A peace, which he made with 

Malcdm who did him homage fcx' Cumberland, feemed, 

at the fametime, to deprive them of all proTpeS of foreigiji 

'afliftance'. 

■ The Englifli were now fenfiblf, that their fijial de-Rip"« 

ftruQion was intended ; andinfteadof ?fovereign, vjiom*^'***' 

they had at firft hoped to gain by their fubmiffioiis, they """ S^ 

had tamely furrendered themfclves, wiijiogt refiftance, to "™f 

a tyrant and a conqueror. Though the e,arW .confifcatioii 

of Harold's followers might feem iniquitous ; being in- 

iBi£ted on men who had never fwom fidelity to the duke 

of Normandy, who .were igoorfnt of his ptetenfion, 

«ad who oplr fbugtU in delcnce of th« gorermne^ t, vfh.i^ 

» I^ 7 lUd. ? Ibid. I Ontn. VuaL p. 511; 
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OttAP.they 'themfclyct had eflaUiOied ijii their own. coantry: 
■'' JS' "^it w^c thefc rigors, however contrary to the antient 
.'^••~ ~' Saxon Uwa, exculed on account of the urg«nt n^effitief 



' "Order. Vital, p^ $p^. M. Weft. P.2AS.. X^. Pan\ n. 
J/ Siin. Dun. p. (97,' ^ ChrOn. dt Mailr; p. 160. H. 
Hunt, p, 369. Hoveden, p. 450, 452. , " Mabnef p. 103- 
M. Weft. ^, |as- . ftl-.Pans, p, 4, ^ . . 
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WiuLE the Englilh fafFered wi^tkefe appMffim^; C U A1U 
even the foreigners were not mudi at tb«it e*fc, bntfinfi- "- 
ingthemfelvetfurroundedon all hands by etragcdienCtnnsj "^^""^ 
who took evay advantage againd them, giid taautati fl** 
them with flill more bloody effe&s of the pntfe: rcMit* 
mem, they began to.ufifh again far the tranqu^y imt 
fecurity of their native country. Hu^ de GTmHotSbiAi 
and Humphrey de Teliol, though etiicufted vHsb gnat 
commands, delired to be difrnifM die ferrttr t and robn 
ottiers imitated ^eir example : A dofertion whidi wVt 
highly refented by the kii^, aad which he pwrnfiied bf 
the confifcation of all their pofieflioni ^ But WilUmte 
bounty to his followers could nodfail t^ alkiririg^^iadTiy 
new adventurers into hit fervice ; and ther^ of the vu^; 
<iui{hed Englilh ferved only to excke the attcntieit a£ dw 
king and thefe warlike diieftaii»> and Icecp them ki teadi^. 
Qcfa to fupprefs every coounencnnent of domeflu; rcbri^ 
lion or foreign invafioi). ' 

It was not long beforetb^ fMiuioocupatioii.fiat-thsik' 1069, 
prowels, and military condy&. Godwin* Edmondi, 4A^ewtii- 
Magniu, three fons of Hiu'crfd, t^ iminedUtti^ afteffi^fcfii- 
the defeat at HaAingt, fot^ht a (Ctieat in bdnd i whet^*"^ 
having met with a kind reception from Denint ind «titte 
adnces.of that countiy, thiy ,pr<^fl&«d an invrfloil'of 
Et^land °, and they hoped that all the ezilte frotn Dm^ 
mark, Scotland, and Wales, affifted mdt foroa from (faefe 
liiveral countries, would at ones commeAce h«ftiliriHj 
and rouze the indignation of the En^ifh agaiaft thci# 
haughty cDtiqiKror». They l&aded i» Devonfiiire } bai 
found Brian, fon of the eount of Britaitnjt, M ^x hoitt 
of fotne foreign troops ready to bppofe them; and being 
defeated in l«v«ral adions, thty wert obliged Do retreat td 
their ihips, and to return witb ^eatlvfs into Irelafld^. 
The efforts of th&NorniMi} wer« *ow dtrd3sd C» t^ 
north, where affairs had fallen into the utmofl conhifion. 
The more impatient of the Northumbrians had attacked 
Robf n de Con^a, «4io Wm a^poisted gdvef^or of Dfir- 
ham; and gainmg tho advaatags: Av«r hin fitoMiMif ntfl 
gjigiense, i£^ pot him M dcMtb itl thu cdtf, with' fi^ed 
fottidrtd 



» GnJef. Vkafe. fc Jt*. » Qui Otifltt. g. igft Or- 
iv.M^Ui. p. ttt. toDil. HwAf.bi^a? ' out. GeAet. 
p.a9e. Qlder/Viftir^£t]. A^Sdin. Vtri: i. ff- ««i 
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CH AP. tmiiilred of his followers^ This example animated Ae 

IV. iidiabiUnts of York, who, rifing in arms, flew Robert 

Jir^^^" — ' Fitz-Richird, their governiH' ^ ; and befieged in the calile 

l**^ -WiUiant Mallet, on whom thfc commaiia i^ow devolved. 

A litdc after, the Uanifli troops landed from 300 veljels, 

aoder the command of Oflieme, brpiher tokingSweyn, 

and accompuucd by Harold and Canute, the two Ions of 

diM lociianii ^. ' £dgar'Athdineapj>eafed,^m Scotland, 

.and JinK^t along with hiin Cc^aAic, WaJthrof^ Siward* 

Beanie, Medeftrain, Addin, and other chieAute''', who 

furlljr fimn 'Ae hopes whidi they ^ave ot 80;^^ fuo- 

conn, PVtfy from' their authority in thoie parts, eaOly 

pcfftnuKd tbe Varlikie and difcontented NrnKumtM-ians'to 

join the infuiredionl Mallet, that'he i^iight l^terpror 

«defbr ^c defence of the citadel of York, fet'fiteto 

IcHne hoifet, which lay ccuiligijous*'; but this expedient 

pRiTcd ihe immediate ctiufe oT his deflrudion. The 

lUmes fpreading into the neighbouring Areets, reduced 

ihe whme city to alhei ; ana the enraged inhabitants ^ 

. 'Jvdedhy the Dajies,' took advantage of the ioniuCbn t9 

-Mack die caftle, which they carried by affault j aiid the 

garrilboi unouating to tbenuinb^ of ^600, 'they put to 

^ fwhrid widiout mercy ^/ 

■ .This fiiccefti proved a fign^ to mnnf other parts of 
Engtand, a^'f^c the people an opportunity of pewing 
their m^evolcoce to the Normans.' tiereward, a noh|f- 
oun in Eafi'Anglia, celebrated for valour, al!emb1ed h'rs 
f<^owcrs, and taking'fhelter in the Ifle of Ely made in- 
roads on all the neighbouring country ^. The Engli.Oi in 
the Coustieis qf Somerfet and Dorfet rote iii arnis, and afV 
faulted Montaci^e, "the Norman governor ; while the in- 
Jtabitiims of .Cornwd and Devon in vefted Exeter, which, 
from the menmyof William's clemency, {liU remaineq 
faithful to hiril^ Edric, the Forefter, calling in' the 
alTiflancc 

^Drder. Vi(e(.p..5i]. Chron.deMailr:p. r6o Hopeden. 
p. 4SO.M. Pam, p 5. Sim, Dun. p. 198. *■ Order. VitaT. 
p. S(».' ^.Cliron, Six. p. 174. Order.. ViraJ. . p 513^ 
Ho»e(ien, p. 451. M. Weft. p. 226. ^ Order. Vital, p. 
513. "Honden, p- 4S1. Flor. WiMm p. 635. M. Paris, p. 
5. Sun. D|in. p. ij^,' --- V Jbid.Bromptqn; p.'.96$. * Or- 
der. Vhal. p. 513. , Hoved^, p.' ,451, ' jj"^. VVigorp. p. 
636. '^rMiiplon,.p. 966.' ■ '^:tqnlf, jp^ 7i>.Qv°n-' AJl"- 
St. P^deBiaio, p. 47: ?tM3d-. Vital.'p. ?I4. ^ " 
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affiftance of the Wclfli, kid ficgt toShr«wftury, and CHAP, 
made head againft earl Bricijt and Fitz,-CMbernc, who T^- 
commanded in thofe (quarters *. The Englifh, every ^~]C^ 
where, repenting of their former eafy fubmiflion. Teemed "wg. 
determined to make by concert one git;at effort for the 
recoveiy of their libercy, and ita the expullion of their 
opprcfTois. 

WiiiiAM, undifnayed amidfl this fcene of confti- 
fioo, afTembtcdhisforceS) and animating them witii the 
profped of new confifcations, and forfeitures, he marched 
againft the rebels in the nonh, whom he r^arded as the 
inoll formidable, and whofe defeat, he Xnew, would 
ftiikc a terror into all the other malcofflents. Joining 
policy to force, iie tried, before his approach, to weaken 
the enemy, by detaching the Danes from ihem ; and he ' 

engaged Olberne, by large prelcnts, and by offering hint 
the liberty of plundering the fea-coafl, to retire without 
comnntting farther hoftilittes, into Denmark^. Cofpa- 
tric, in defpair of fuccefs, imitated the example ; and 
making his fubmillionitothe king, and paying a fum of 
money as an atonement for his infurreSions, was received 
into favour, and even invefted with the earldom of Nor- 
thumberland. Waltheof, who long defended York with 
great courage, was allured with this appearance of cle- 
mency ; and as William knew iiow to eAeem valour 
even in an enemy, thatiioWeman had no reafon to repent 
of this confidence *". Even Edric, compelled by necef- 
Itty, made his fubmiflions to the Conqueror, and received 
fij^ivcnefs, which was foon after followed by fome de- 
gree of truA and favour °. Malcolm, coming too late 
tofupporthtsa>Dfederates, %ras conftrained to retire ; and 
all the Englifh rebels in other parts, except Hereward, 
who flili kept in his faftneffes, difperfed themfeivcs, and 
kft the Normans undifputed mailers of the kingdom. 
Edgar Atheling, with his followers, fought again a retreat 
in Scotland from the purfuit of his enemies *. 

But the foeming clemency of William towards the 1070, 
Englilh leaders proceeded only from artifice, orfromhis'Newri- 

efteemg»>"oftl» 
govenw 

* lUd. * Hoveden, p. 451. Flor. Wigom. p. ^36. ■"""■ 

Chron. Abb. St Petri de Burgo, p. 47. Sim. Uun. p. 199, 
•^ Malmi^ p. 104, H. Hunt p. 369. "Hoveden, p. 4.53, 
A$4. FloT. Wig. p- 636, 637." Sim, Dun. p. 203,' *i Hoire- 
'i^) P- 4S>. 
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CHAP, efleem of individuals ; His heart wu hardened againit all 
IV. compaflion lowardii the people ) and he fcrupled no mea- 

*" — " ' fure, however violent or feverc, which feemed recjuifitc 
*^°- to Cupport bis plan of tyrannical admi nitration. Seofible. 
of the reftlefs difpofition of the Northumlx'aiiis, he de- 
termined to incapacitate them ever after from giving him 
diHurbance, and he iCTued orders for laying entirely 
waAe that fertile couptry, which,, (m the extrnt of fixty 
miles, hes between the Huinher and the Tees\ The 
boufes were reduced to albcs by the mercilels Normans^ 
the cattle Ceized and driven away, the inftrumenti of huf- 
bandrv deltroyedi and the inhabitants compelled cither 
to feek for a hibiilVence in the fouthern pans of ScotUndf 
or if they lingered in England, from a reluftuicc to- 
abandon their antient habitations, they perifhed mifeiBUy 
in the woods from cold and hunger. The lives of a^ 
hundred thou&ind perfons are computed to have been fa- 
crificed to this ilrcJie of barbarous policy ^, which, by, 
feeking a remedy For a temporary evil, ihiu infliSed a> 
tailing; wquod on the power and populoufiie£t of the; Qa-^ 
tion. r 

But William, finding himfelf entirely mafter of s 
people, who had given him fuch feofible prop& oi their 
impotent rage and animofity, now refolved to proceed tft 
extremities againfl all the natives of England j and to re-* 
duce them to a condition^ in which they flioutd no longer 
be formidable to bis goveinmect. The in&tnedutns hii4 
<onfpiracks in fo many parts of the kingdom had involveti 
the. bulk of the landed proprietors, more oc leis> ia tim 
gutk of treafon ; and the king took advantage of ex^cut-^ 
ifig againfl them, with the utmofl rigor, the law4 of for- 
feiture and attainder. Their lives were indeed commonlj. 
I^arcd ; but their eflates were confilcated, and aiinn Mt-t 
nexed to the royal demefnes, or conferred with the moQ 
profufe bounty on the Normaos and other foteknen\'. 
- While the king's declared intentioawas to deprels of r»* 
ther entirely extirpate the Englilh gentry % it is eafy to 
bcUavCji 

^ Chron, Sax. p. 174. logdf, p. 79, Malnwf p. foj, 
Hoveden, p. ^i. Cnron. Abb, St. Peui de Borgov p 4^. 
M, Paris, p. ;. Siat Dun. p. 199, Bnnfton, p. .9Q& 
Knyghton. p 334^ Ang^ Sacra, vol i. p. jo*. ^ Or* 
(IcF Vital: p. s > S- '' VbbncC p. k>^ * H. Wnax. f. 
570- 
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bfjlieye, that fcarce the forrn of juftifie wouH beohferv^dC-H A?, 
in thofe violent proceedings'^ ; and thai any fuTpicioqf IV- 
^ved as the moft vidoiSied proofs pf gui|t againft 3, ' v~^ 
people thus devoted to deflru^ion. It was crime fufi *^9- 
Bcient in an EnglUHtnan lo be oputept oi nobl^ or powers 
ful i and the policy of the king, concurcing with th» 
rapacity of foreign adventurers, produced almoA a tot^ 
revo]iitio|i in the landed property of the kingdom. J^Or 
(ient and honourable families i^-ere r^dui^ed to beggary j 
the nobles themfelves were every ly^here treated with igno^ 
miny and contenjpt ; they h^d the mortific^iDi^ of fee- 
ing their caftle? and manors pofleQed by Normans of th? 
meaneft birth and loweA {lotions °t and they fo^i^ theniT 
(elves carefully c^luded frcup every XO^ v^hich lc4 
cither to riches or preferment '. 

j^^ rawer naturally fq[low« w'opeity, thU nvoIutioplatFoduc- 
alone gav^ great fecurity to theifcv^mn,; bm\Viiti4ni,nOToTthe 
by the new iiifti,tutipna, wh,iph he «ilabliflied, tpofc ajfoftodrilaw. 

car* 

^ T^e""' « • V^' °^ "cprd of the family of Shamebonn^ 
vrhich pretends, il)at that family, which was Sa^on, was le? 
ftored upon proving their innocence, as well as otberSazoQ 
immilies,' which were in tbe fame ^tuation. Though this pa- 
per was aUe to impofe onfiich great antiquarians as Spehnan 
■(■fceGloff in TeAoDwi^w^ and Dugdale, (fee Baron, vol. i. 
p. I1&). itiaproved by £>r Brad^ (feeanfw. toPetyt, p. ii, 
i2.).to,bltvebeeaafi>rger}' ; aad is allowed for &ch by TyrreC 
thoujh tt p^ninaciwu defender of bis patty notioiis, ({to bk 
hift. v«Lii. ioVod. p 51. 73) iogiilf, p. 70. telb us, that 
Tery early. Herevard, thouab abfenl duruig tbe lin» of th* 
con<qu«ft, wtt*t.unied put of allhts eftate, aix^could not ob> 
uiniedrefs. William, even, plundered the nionafteries. FloTi 
Wigoti) p 636. Chron. Aob St. Petri de Bur^o, p. 4S. 
^^ Paris, p 5 Sim. Dun p zoo. Diceto, p. 48a- Brorwp- 
ton, p. 967. Rnygbton,, p 2344 Alur, Beverl. p. 130. W^f 
are told 1« Ingulf; that Ivo de Tailletiois plundered the mo- 
nafleiy of Croyland of a great pan of its land ; andnp redre^ 
could be obtained. 

P Order. VitaKs, p Jai. M. Weft. p. aig, 

' " Tbft ot^giqg sJl the iohabi^als 10 pT^ o«l tbeitfires and 
tighlA atcertain hours, upon the founding of a bell, called the 
fourfeu, is reprefcnted by Polydore Virgil, lib. 9. as a mark of 
tbe ferxitjude of iha Engiifh. 9ut thi_s was,a b^w of ^Uce, 
which Wiljiam had. pc^vioufly ellablilhed in Nonsandy. Sea 
du \kulin, hift. de Nonnandie, p. 160. The ftnic law baxl 
{^i;!» in Scod^. Li,, Burgor, cap S$. 
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CHAP, care to retain for ever the military authority in thofe hwufi^ 
IV. which had enabled him to fubduc the kingdom. He 

' -'—-' introduced into England the feudallaw, which he found 

107* eftablilhed in France and Normandy, and which, during 
that age, was the foundation both of the ftabiiity and of 
the dilorders in mofl of the monarchiat governments of 
Europe. He divided all the lands of England, with very 
few exceptions, befide the royal demefnes, into baronies j 
ind he conferred thefe, with the refervatlon of ftated 
fervtces and payments, on the moil conliderable of hia 
rtdventurets; Thefe ^eat barons, who held imme- 
diately of the crown, Ihared out a great part of theii' 
lands to other foreigners, who were <Knominated knights 
or vafTah,' and who paid their lord the lame duty and 
fubmtlTion In peace and war, which he himfelf owed to 
his fovereign. The whole kingdom contained about 700 
chief tenants, and 60,215 knights-tees^; and as none 
of the native Engiifh were admitted into the firfl: rank, 
the few, who retained their landed property, were glad 
to be received into the fecond, and under the- pruedwn 
tf fomcpowerfnl Norman, to load themfelves and their 
poflerity with this grievous burthen, for eftates which 
they had received free from their anceftors". The fmall 
mixture of Englilh, which entered into this civil or mili- 
tary fabric, (for It partook of both fpecies) was fo re- 
trained by fubc^dlnation under the foreigners, that the 
Norman donojoion feemed now to be 6xed on the moll 
idurable bafis, and to defy all the efforts of its enemies. 

Th£ better to unite the parts of the government, and 
to bind them into one fyttem, which might ferve both for 
defence sigainft foreigners, and for the fnpport of doihel- 
lie trafnjutllity, William reduced the ecckfiallicat revc- 
nt»es under the fame feudal law ; and though he had 
ccurtcd the church on his fir^ invafion and accelSon, he 
xow fubje£ied it to burthens, which the clergy Begarded as 
» grievous flaveiy, and as totally uBbefiiting their pfofcf- 
j^on. The bilbops and abbots were obliged, when le- 
<|uired, to furnilh to the kii^ dnringa war a number of 
knights or military tenants, propoftKiacd to the citent of 
propeity 

" Order. Vital, p. 523- Sceretum ABbatn, apod Setden, 
Titles of Honour, p. 573. ^lui. Gloffi in verbo /««A««. 
Sir Robert Cotton, •* M Weft. p. aaj. M- Parisj Jf- 4. 
.firadon, lib. i. cap. 11. num. 1. Flcta, lib. i. cap. 8.0. » 
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property poffefled by each fee or «bbey ; and they wereC HAP- 
^ble, in cafe of failure, to the fame penalties which IV. 
vrece esaQedfromtheJaiiy ". The pope and the eccle- *~~v~*^ 
itaftics exclaimed againft this tyranny, as they called it ; '070. 
but the king's authority was (6 well eftablilhed over the ar- 
my, viho held every thing from his bounty, that fuperfh- 
tion itlelf, even in that age, when it was moA prevalent, 
was condrainsd to bend under his fuperior influence. 

But as the great body of the clergy were flill natives, 
the king had much reafon to .dread, the effe^s of their 
refcntment ; and he therefore ufed the precaution of ex- 
pelling the Englifh from all the confiderable dignities, 
and of advancing foreigners in their place. The partiality 
of the Confeffor towards the Normans had been fo great, 
that> aided by their fuperior learning, it had promoted 
them to many of the fees of England ; and even before 
the period of the conqueft, fcarce more than fix or feven 
of the prelates were natives of the country. ESut anwng 
. thcfe was Stigand, archbilhop of Canterbury ; a man, 
who, by his addrcfs and vigour, by the greatnefs of his 
family and alliances, by the extent of his pofTeinons, as 
well as by the dignity of his office, and his authority over 
the Englilh, gavejealoufy totheking'. Though William 
had, on his accelfion, affronted this prelate, by employ- 
ing the' archbUhop of York to officiate at his confecration, 
he wascarefiil, on other occaHons, to load him with ho- 
nours and carets, and to avoid the giving him farther 
offence, till the opportunity Ihould c^er of effeduating 
his final dcftruaion ". The fuppreffion of the late re- 
bellions, and the total fubjeSion bf the En^iffi, niade 
him hope, that an attempt againft Stigand, however vio- 
lent, would be cpvered by his great fuccefles, and be 
overlooked amidft the other important revolutions, which 
afFeSed fo deeply the property and liberty of the king- 
dom. Yet, notwithftanding thefe mi^ty advantages, he 
did not think it fafe to violate the reverence ufually paid 
the primate, but under cover of a new fuperflition, 
which he was the great inOniment of introducing into 
England. 

The dofilrine which exalted the papacy above alllnw™**- 
hnman power, had gradually difiufed itlelf from the city "" j." *^" 

gj^clefiaSical 
govem- 
» M. Pa^ p. 5. AngliaSacra, vol. i. p. a+8. ' Par- "'*'"■ 
kcr,p.l6i. .i' Patker, p. liEif.- Knyghton, p. 3344. 
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Chap, and court of Rome; and was, during that agci mucit 
^IV. tnore prevalent in the fouihern than in the northern king- 
^*^**^~'doms of Europe. Pope Alexander, who had itti&eA 
•070. William in his coiiquefts, reafonably espefled, that tha 
French and Normans would import into England, the 
fame reverence for his facred charaSer, with which they 
were imbued in their own country ; and would break 
ihefpirituat, as well as civil independency of the Sazons^ 
who had hitherto conduced their ecckfiaftical govern- 
ment, with an acknowledgment indeed of primacy in 
fhe fee of Rome, but without much ide^ of its title to 
dominion or authority. As foon, therefore, as the Nor- 
(han prince ieeraed fully eftabliftied on the throne, the 
fope difpatched Ermenfroy, biihop of Sion, as his le- 
gUe into England ; and this prelate was the firft, who 
Bad etei* appeared with that chftra3er in any part of the 
firitidi iflands. The king, thbugli he was probably led 
^ pfittciple to pay this fubmiiTion to Rome, determined, 
IS is uAiai, to employ the incident as a means of ferving 
t)U polilit^al purpofes, and of degrading thofeEngUfh pre- 
lates, who were become obnoxious to him. The legate 
lilbmitted to become the inftrument of his tyranny ; ami 
tiatur^ly thought, that the more violent the exertion of 
powef, the ftiore certainly did it confirm the authority of 
that court from which he derived his commilfion. He 
fummoned, therelore, a council of the prelates and ab- 
bots at Witichefter ; and being affifted by two cardinals, 
Peter and Johii, he cited befiffe him Stigand^ ardibifh<^ 
of Canterbury, to anfwer for his conduft ^, The pri>- 
mate was Accufed of three crimes ; the holdingthe feeof 
Winchefter together with that of Canterbury; the of- 
ficiating in the pall of Robert, his predecdtor ; and the 
Saving received his own pall from BenediS I5t. who 
was afterwards depoied for fymony, and for intrufion into 
the papacy ". Thefe crimes of Stigand were mere pre- 
tences ; fince the EtH had been a pra^tce not unufual in 
England, and was never any where fubje&ed to a higher 
penalty than A fefignaiion of one of the fees ; the fecond 
was a pure ceremonial ; and as BenediS was the only 
pope whb then olBciat-ed, and his a€ts were never refcind^ 

erf, 

^ Floi. Wigom. pi, 636. " Hevedei»^-p.,iV53. Wceto, 
p. 4.8a. KnygBtob, f. i'ini. Anglia 8Jt<r4, volrl pi S, 6. 
Vpod. Neaa.p. 438"! ' . . , , - 
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eA, all the prelates of the church, efpecially thofe who CHAP- 
lay at a diftance, were very excufahte for making their IV. 
applications to him. Stigand's ruin, however, was re- '~"~^'~~-' 
folved on, and was prorecuied with great feverity. The '°7*' 
legate degraded bim from his dignity, and the king con^ 
fifcated his eflate, and caft him into prifon, where he 
continued, in poverty and want, during the remainder of 
his life. Like rigor was exercifed againft the other Eng- 
lifh prelates : Agelric, bifhbp of Selefey, and Agelmare, 
(£ Etmham, were depofedby the legate, and imprifoned 
by the king \ Many cor fiderable abbots (haredthe fame 
fate ° : Egelwin, bi(hop of Durham, fled the kingdom ': 
Wulftan, of Worcefter, a man of an inoffenfive cha- 
rafter, was the only Engiilh prelate who efcaped this ge- 
nferal profcriprion 1-, and remained in pofieflion of his 
dignity. Aldred, archbifhop of York, who had fet the 
crownon William's head, had died a little before ol for- 
row and vexation, and had left his malediction to that 
prince, on account of the breach of his coronation-oath, 
and of the extreme tyranny, with which he faw he was 
determined to treat his Englifh fubje£ls *. 

It was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as in fome 
of the fubfequent, that no native of the iQand Ibtstld 
ever be advanced to any dignity, ecclefialVical, civil, or 
military °. The king therefore, upon Stigand's depofi- 
tion, promoted Lanh'anc, a Milanefe monk, celebrated 
fix his learning and piety, to the vacant fee ^. Thi$ 
prelate was very rigidindefendingtheprerc^uivesof his , 

flation ; and after a long procefs before the pope, he ob- 
liged Thomas, a Norman monk, who had been appoint- 
ed 

" Hoveden, p. 453. M, Weft. p. i%6. Flor. Wig. p. 636. 
" Dtceto, p. 482. ^ Hoveden, ^. 451. M. Weft. p. aa6. 
M. Paris, p. ;. Anglia Sacra, vol i. p. 249. 

Q-Broinpton relates, that Wulftan was alfti deprived by the 
fjnod ; but refofing to deliver his paftoni ftaff arid rin^ to any 
but the perfon fTom whom he ftrft received it, he'went inune* 
diately to king Edward's tomb, and ftruck the ftatT fo deeply 
into the ftooe, fh&i tone but bimfttf W«s HUe to pull it out : 
Upon wbifeh he Wis dtowed to keep his bif)io[^c. This in-^ 
ftance may lervt, inftead of many, as a fpecinKn of the mon- 
Ulh miracles See alfo tbe Annals of Burton, p. 284. 

* Maltdef. de gefl. Pont, p, 154. * Ingulf, p. 70, 71. 
'■ Order \Std, p 519. Hoveden, p. 453. Flor. Wig, p- 
636. Sim. Dun. p. 201. Diceto, p. 463. 
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C H A P. ed to the fee of York, to acknowledge the primacy of 
IV. the archbiOiop of Canterbury ". Where ambition can 

*~~v™'~^ be fo happy as to cover its attempts, even to the perlbn 
lojck himfelf, under the appearance of principle, it is the moft 
incuraUe and inflexible of all human pi^ons. Hence 
L^nfranc's zeal to promote the interefts of the papacy* 
t^ which he himfelf augmented his own authority, was 
indefatigable ^ ; and met with prc^ortt enable fuccels. 
The devoted Ittadiment to Rome continually increafed 
in Elf land ; and being favoured by the fentiments of the 
conquerors, as well as by the monaDic ellaUifhments for- 
merly introduced by Edred, and by Edgar, it foon reach- 
ed the fame height, at which, during fome time, it had 
flood in Erance and Italy ^, It afterwards went much 
fitrther; being favoured by that very remote lituation, 
which had at (irft obflruded its pr<^p-efs ; and being lets 
diefked by knowledge and a hberal education, which 
were ftill loroewhat more common in the fouthern coun- 
tries 

The prevalence of this fuperflitious Jpirit became 
very dangerous to Tome of William's liicceflors, and very 
incommodious to moft of them ; but the arbitrary powe^ 
of thisking overtheEnglifli, and his extenfive aulhority 
over the foreigners, kept him from feeling any prcfent in- 
conveniencies from it. He retained the church in great 
fubjedion, as well as his lay fubjeds ; and would allow 
fione, of whatever charader, to dilpute his fovcreign 
will and pleafure. He prohibited his (ubjeds to acknow- 
)e<%e any one for pope whom he himfelF had not pre- 
vioufly received : He required, that all the ecclefiaftfcal 
canons> voted in any fynod, {hould firll be laid before 
him, andberattfiedby his authority ; Even bulls or letters 
from Rome, before they were produced, muft receive 
the fame fanflion : And none of his minifters or barons, 
whatever offences they were guilty of, muft be fubjefied 
to fpirttual cenfures, till he himfelf had given his confent 
to their excommunication ^. Thefe regulations were 
worthy 

^ Chnm. Sax p. 17;, 176. Ingulf, p. 92. M. Paris, p^ 
J5. ' Diceio, p. 484 BroDipton, p 970, 971, 9^2. Spelm. 
Cone. vol. ii. p. 5. ^ Selden in Fleta, cap. 0. 

1^ M. Weft. p. 228, Laofranc wrote b defence of the real 
prefence agabfi Beiengarius { and in thole ages of' ftu{Hdity 
and ignorance, he was greatly applauded fbi.iBat peifotmancc. 

^ £adinei, p. 6, 
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■worthy of a fovcreign, and kept United the civil and eC- C H A P; 
cleTiaftical powers, which the principles introduced by IV, 
this prince had an immediate tendency to feparate.. ^-^^—-J 

But the Engiifti had the cruel mortification to. find, "^°' 
that their king's authority, however acquired or however 
extended, was all employed to their oppreflion ; and that 
the (cheme of their fubjeaion, attended with every cir- 
cumftancc of infult and indignity *, was deliberately 
formed by the prince, and wantonly profecuted by his 
followers ". William had even entertained the difficult 
projed of totally abolifliing the Englifh language; and, 
for that purpofe, he ordered, that in all the fchools 
throughout the kingdom, the youth Ihould be intruded 
in the French tongue, a praSice which was continued 
from cullom till after the reign of Edward III. and was 
never indeed totally difcontinued in England. The 
pleadings in the fupreme courts of judicature were in. 
French*^: The deeds were often drawn in the: fame lan- 
guage : The laws were compofed in that idiom " : No 
other tongue Was ufed at court ; It became the language 
of all taftiionable focieties ; and the Englifh themleWes^ 
afhamed of their own country, affeCled to excel in that 
foreign dialed. From this attention of William, and 
from the extenfive foreign dominions, long annexed to 
the crown of England, proceeded that mixture of Frepch,. 
which is at prefent to be found in the EngUfli tongue, 
and which compofes the greateft and beft part of our laiv< 
guage. But arriidft^thefe endpavours to deprefs the En^ 
lifh nation, the king, moved by the remonftrances of 
fmne of his prelates, and by the earnell defires of the 
people, reftored a few of the laws of king Edward ^.j 
which, though feemingly of no great confeqaence to-: 
wards the proteSion of general liberty, gave them ex- 
treme fat! sfa^i on, as a memorial of their ant lent govern- 
ment, andanunufual mark of complaifance intbelcini- 
perious conquerors *', 

Vol.. I. Q. The 

* Order. Vital, p. 513. H. Hunt, p. 370. " iDgulf, 
p. 71. ■= 36Edw. in. cap. 15. SeUen Spicileg. ad.Ead- 
iner, p. 189. Forlefcue de laud, leg- Angl. cap. 48. '^ In- 
gulf, p. 71, 58. Chron. Rothom. A. D. 1066. ^ Ingulf, 
p. 88. Brompton, 4>. 982. Knyghton, p. 2355. Hovedcn,' 

" What thefe laws were of Edward the CoDfeObr. 
which the BngliA), every reign during a century and an half, 
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CHAP. Tni. Giiutaon ef tbc tw« great carls, Morcac 3a4 
IT. E^in, became now very dil^eeable. Thou£^ they, 

,^— V— ' had retained their aUeguMce, i£inng the general infur- 
*^*' nAioB- of theii countrymea, they had not gained the 
king's confidence, and they ieuni themfelTCi ex^o&d to. 
the mabgnity of the courtteri^ who envied them on ac- 
count of their epkdence and ^eatnef^, and at the laoie. 
time LnvoWed them in that general contempt which they 
bwe the Engliftt. Senfible that they had entirely loA their 
dignity, and could not evea tope to remain loi^ in fefe- 
ty -, ther dctetmined, though tea late, to run the faine 
fete wiiktheir countrymea'^ ; and while Edwin retJredi 
to his-cltatein the north, wiih 3 view of coaunencin^ 
aa iDfnii!e£ti.M), Morcar took fhelter in the Ifle of Ely 
with the brave Hcrewart^ who, fecured by the inaccef- 
jMc fituatton of that placc^ ftiU defended, himfelf agunft 
the Normans ". But this attcnqA ferved only U> acce-> 
leraie the ruin of the fewEsgltflt, ^vho bad hitherto been 
siki9 to preterve their rank or foCiise during the pafl con.> 
mdfiom. William employed all his endeavours to fuh- 
dise-dw Ueof Ely; and having furrounded it with flat- 
iMIoroed boats, and made a caufeway through the mo- 
lafiis for the extent of two ntilesi he obliged the rebels 
to fiuraider at difcretion \ Hereward alone forced bi& 
wsy, fwoid in hand, through the enemy ; asd IHII con- 
tinaed 

d'efirc-la pafltMatelyto have reAeted, is mvcb dj^mted by an' 
tiquarims, and onr iKDorance of th«m fecms orn of thegreaf 
(ftdeftOsin the anoent Eagliik hiftotj, Tho coUefiian of 
laws, in Willdna, which pafi under the name of Edwtud, an 
plainljr a pofbanor and an ignorant compilation. Tiiofe to be 
nmad t» Ingulf are genuine j but fo impeiftft, and contain lo 
few daufes &vourable to the liibJeCt, that we fee no great rea- 
fffafor coniending for them lb vehemently. It is probable, 
that the En^ifh meant the caimnon lav>, as it prevailed during 
the reign of £dward ( which we may conjeChire to have been 
moreindul^t to liberty than the Nomuui inftitutiona. The 
molt matenal articles of it were comprehended in Abgna 
Gharta. 

* SItn. Dun. p. 203. Bfompton, p. 969. Knygbton, pi 
4147. '''Hoveden, p 4,54. Alw. Heveri> p* 131^ 

'GlDvn Sax. p. t8i. Hovedcn, p. ^4. M. Weft: p. 227. 
Bfcr; WSg. p. 6371 W. ParivP'5. »i. Daav p- » j. Ahu^, 
BewrL p. 131. 
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tinned his hoftilittes by fea againftthe NofimMS, tffl«-6ftAJ^ 
haft WiHiam, chirmea with his bravery, recerral Wm IV, 
into favour, and leftored him to its eftate. Earl'*"'"^'*"/ 
Morcar, and Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, who ^ad J**?"- 
joined the malcontents, were thrown into prifon, and the 
latter foon after died rn confinemem ". Edwin, atteii^>t<- 
ing to make his efcape into ScotlamI, was betrayed by 
Tome of his followers ; and was killed by a party 'of Nw- 
mafis to the great affliaion of the Englifti, and wen to 
that of WilHam, who paid a tribute of generous tears to 
the memory of this gallant and beautiful youth •-. Th* 
ting of Scotland, in hopes of profiting by (hcfc convul- 
fions, had fallen upon the nonhem countres ; but an thfe 
approach of Willam, he retired ; , and when the king en- 
tered his country, he was glad to make peace, and to 
pay the ufual homage to the Englilh crown". To coioi 
pleat the king's profperity, Edgar Arheling tiimfetf fl^- 
fpairing of fuccefs, and weary of a fugitive life, fubffli^ 
Rd to his enemy ^ and receiving a handfome allowatic^, . 
Was permitted to live iti EnglancTunmolefted ", Bot iliefe 
la^s of generality towarifc the leaders were difgraced, 
as ufual, by William's rigor agdnft the inferior malcon- 
tents. He ordered the hands to be lopt aS, and the eyes 
to be put oKt, of many of the prifoners, whom he bird 
taken in the Ifle of Ely ; and he difperfod them in that 
miferable condition Airongh the country, as monuments df 
liis feverity °. 

The province of Mdne in France liad, by the will 1073; 
6{ Hebert, the laft count, fallen under the dominion of 
WHiiam feme years before his conqueft of England ; but 
the inhabitants, dilfatisfied with the Norman govern- 
ment, and inftigated by Fuik, count of Anjou, who had 
feme pretenfionstb the fuccelfion, now rofe in relfeflion, 
and expelled the ma^tlrates, whom t"he king had pht- 
ced over them. The full fettlement of England affdrd- 
ti Mai leifure to punifli this infult on hb auchorrty ; bilt 
0.2 beittg 

' ^ 'PWf. Wig. f. ^37; ^, Dort p. 303. ^ Older. 
■Vftil.- b. S21. CbrOn. Abb. St. Pttti it Burgb, p. 4B. 
■* Ctoon. acMsrifr. p 160. Hoveden, p 454. M W«ft 



^. tta?. Cbrott. Afcbi fit. P«(ri de Bi&ge, p. 48. M. Pwis, ^ 
-Jv f* ChroB.de Mailr. p. 160. l^mef p. 103. Hoveden, 
_ .-- U1-. w:- _ £.0 \i n-^:. _ - o Hgvedcn, 
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CHAP, bung unwilling to remove his Norman forces from this 
IV. ifluiq, he carried over a conliderable army, oiinpoled 

'"'"v^— ' alraoii entirely of EngUQi', and joining ihem to fome 
}°75- troops levied in Normandy, he entered the revolted pro- 
vince. The EngUlh appeared ambitious of diftinguiflv- 
ing ihemfelves on this occafion, and of retrieving that 
chara3er of valour, which had long been national among 
them; but which their late eafy fubjeflion under the Nor- 
mans had fomewhat degraded and obfcured. Perhaps too 
they hoped, that, by their zeal and a£livityj they might 
recover the confidence of their fovercigr, as their an- 
ceAors had formerly) by like means, gained the affedions 
of Canute ; and mi^t conquer his inveterate preju- 
dices in favour of hii own countrymen. The king's 
military condu3, feconded by fuch brave troops, fooa 
overcame all oppofition in Maine : The inhabitants were 
objigcd to (ubmit, and the count of Anjourdinquifhedhls 
pretenfions. 

But during ihefe tranfaaions, the government of Eng- 

T'^S^r land was greatly diilurbed ; and that too by ihofe very 
ono ^forcigncn, who owed every thing to the king's bounty, 

(jgj^j^ ■ and who were the fole objeS of his friendihlp and regard. 
The chieftains, who had engaged with the duke of Nor- 
mandy in the conqueft of England, were endowed with 
the moll independent fpirii ; and though they obeyed their 
leader in the held, they would have regarded with difdain 
the richell acquifltions, had they been required, in re- 
turn, to fubmil, in their civil government, to the arbi- 
trary will of one man. But the imperious chara3er of 
William, encouraged by h i over the 

Englilh, and often impelle of his af- 

fairs, had prompted him to ' over the 

Normans themfelves, beyoi genius of 

that vidorious people coul le difcoti- 

tents were become very g c haughty 

nobles ; and even Roger, e: i and heir - 

of Fit£-0(berne, the king's is ftrongly 

infeSed with them. This nobleman, intending to marry 
his Jiiler to Ralph de Guader, earl of Norfolk, had 
thought it his du'y to inform the king of his purpofc* 
and to defire the royal confent ; but meeting with a re- 
fufal* he proceeded nevertheWs to finilh the nuptial*, 

and 



^ Chron. Sax. p. 182. 
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and ajTembled all his friends, and thofe of Guader, toC HAP. 
attend the folemnity'^ The two earls, dirgufted with rV. 
the denial of iheir rcqefl, and dreading 'Wiliiam's re-*"*""'"*^ 
fcntment for their difobedlence, here prepared matters for '"74- 
a cevok ; and during the gaiety of the fellival, while the 
company was heated with wine, they opened the dedgn 
to their guefts. They inveighed againft the arbitrary 
condud of the king; his tyranny towards the Englifli, 
whom they alfeiied on this occafion to commiferate; 
his imperious behaviour to his barons of the nobleft birth ; 
and his appiirent intention of reducing (he vi3:ors and 
the vanquiflied to a like ignominious fervitude ^. Amidfl 
(heir complaints, the indignity of fubmitting to a haftard* 
was not forgot ; the certain profpeQ of fuccefs in A re- 
volt, by the afliftance of the Danes and the difcontented 
Engliib, was inlided on -, and the whole company, in- 
flamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed by the 
jollity of the entertainment, entered, by a folemn en- 
gagement, into the delign of fhaking oif the royal au- 
thority '•'. Even earl Waltheof, who was prefent, incon- 
fiderately ezprelTed his approbation of the confpiracyj 
and promifed his concurrence towards its fuccefs ". 

This nobleman, the laft of the Englifli, who, for 
fome generations, poffelTed any power or authority, had, 
after his capitulation at York, been received into favour 
by the Conqueror, had even married Judith, niece to 
that prince, and had been promoted to ihe earldoms of 
Huntington and Northampton ". Cofpatric, earl of 
Northumberland, having, on fome new difguft from 
"William, retired into Sccdtand, where he received the 
earldom of Dunbar from the bounty of Malcolm ; 
Waltheof was appointed his fucceffor in that important 
command, and leemed flill to poflefs the confidence and 
friendftiip of his fovereien*. But as he was a man of 
generous principles, and loved his country, it is probable, 

that 

*l, W. Malm. p. 104. Flor. Wig. p. 638. Diceto, p. 486. 
Brompton, p 974 ^ Order. Vital, p. 534. M. Paris, p. 

7. ^ William was fa little aftiamed of h» birth, that be 
aflumed the appellation of Baftard in fome of his letters and 
charters, Spelm. Gloff. in verb. Baftariut. Camden in 
Riebinmdfinre. '^ Maloief. p. 104. H. Hunt, p- 369. 

Hoveden, p, 456. " Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burg<r, p. 
49. Diceto, p. 486. * OnJcTi Vital, p. jaa. Hovedm, 
F' 4S4' ." Sim. Dun. p. Z05. 
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C K AiV-that tii« tyranny exerciled over the EngUih Uy heavy up- 
Vf- on his mind, an4 deftroyed all the faiisfa^ion which lie 
y*~i/**^ could reap from his own grandeur and advancement. 
loy^* Wbep a profpcfl, therefore, was opened of retrieving 
tfnir li^cftyj he haftily embraced it ; while the fumes of 
the liquOT, and the ardour of the company, prevented 
bim From refleding on the confei^uences of that rafh at- 
tempt. But after his cool judgment returned, be £bre- 
l^w, that the confpiracy of ihe^ difcontented barons was 
|iot likflly to prove fucfefsful againfl the eftabliihed power 
cf William j or if it did, that the flavery of the Eng- 
litb, t|i(lead of being alleviated by that event, would be- 
come more grievpusi under a multitude of foreign lea- 
iders, ftdious and ambitious, whofc union and difcord 
would be equally opprcflive to the people. Torinented 
)with tbefe reflections, he opened his mind to his wife, 
Judith, of whofe fidelity he entertained no fulpicipn, 
tut who, having fecretjy fixed her affedions on another, 
took this opportunity of ruining her eafy and credidous 
liulband. She conveyed inteUigeiKe of the confpiracy tp 
the king, and aggravated every circunOance, which, flie 
))erievBd, would tend tp enraze him againft Wattheof, 
.acd render him abfolutely imp^cable *; Meanwhile^ the 
earl, Aill untatisfied with ragard to the part whifh he 
IhouM ad, difcovered the ferret, in confeffion " to 
I^anfranc, on whofe probity and judgment he had a great 
reliance ; and was perfuaded by the prelate, thai he owed 
po fidelity to thofe rebcllitws barons, who had by furprife 
gained his confent to a crime ; that his firft duty was to 
his fovereign andbenefador, his next to himfeif and hi's 
family ; and that if he fcized not the opportunity of mak-r 
jng atonement for liis guilt, by revealing it, the temerity 
of the confpirators was fo great, that ihey would give 
fome other perfon the means of acquiring the merit of 
the difcoveiy. Waltheof, convinced by tbefe arguments, 
went over to Normandy " ; but, though he was well re- 
ceived by the king, and thanked for his fidelity, the ac- 
«0unt previoiifly tranfmitted by Judith had funk de^ in- 
to WilUam's mind, and deArpyod alt the merit of ber 
hi^band's repentance. 

The 



^ Oidor. Vifcd. p, 9j6, : * fegull", p 73. Haiwdrti, 
496. Diccta, p. aM. OroMptori, p. 97^'. Abit. Berorf. 
•34- Ypod. No?ft. p. 439. •Malmrf.p.iQS. Hoved 
p.4S6. Flor. Wig,p.638. 
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WILLIAM THE CONQUERO*. eji 

The coofplrators, hearing of W«Uhe^« depwhnt,^ *j^_^' 
immediarely conduded the delign to be betrayed ; and ^1 , , 
they flew to arms, before their Jcbeswi were ripe for n~ 
execution, and be^e the arrival of the Danes, ifl whofe '^ 
aid they placed their chief confidence. The -oarl -of 
Hereford was checked by Walter de Lacy, a great bwtn 
in thofe parts, who, fupported by the bilfaop of Worccflfcr 
and the abbot of Evefham, raifed fome force>, aoA fiK< ^ 

vented the earl from pafling the ^verne, or advanc^ 
imo the heart of the kingdom'^. T^ earl ef Norfalli 
was defeated at Fi^adun, near Cambridge, W Ode, the 
repeat, afllllcd by Richard de Bienfaite, and WiUiam-de 
Warrenne, the two jufticiariet of the kiiig4oin''. The 
prifoners taken in this aSion had their r^St 'hot cut off, 
as a puniQunent of their treafon : TbeearlhimrelfefiKptd 
to Norvndi, thence to Desmuk ; where ibe Danifh 
fleet, who had mode an unfiiccelsfiil attempt iip«n As 
coall of England^, foon after arrived, and iafertned^A, 
that all his confederates were fuppreOed^ and were ettfaer 
killed, baniflied, or taken pritoners ^. Ralph retired in 
defpair to Brittany, where he pc^eSbd a iarge dCbatt^ Mid 
Boble jurtfdiStons °. 

The kii^, who haftened over to En^nd^ tti order 
to fupprefs die infurredifHi, found, that sotlting rtuuiti- 
ed but the punilhment of the crimiaals, whicb Jw «ct- 
cuted with great feverity. Maay of the rekeU were 
banged ; (ems had their eyes put out ; others dietr hands 
cut off". But William, aerecably to his ufual maxims, 
(howed Aorc lenity to the leader, the earl of Hereford, 
who was only condemned to a forfeititfc of his cftMe, 
and to imprifonment during the king's pleafare. He 
feemed even difpofed to remit ihis laA part of the pumdi- 
mcnt} had not Rt^er, by « Erelh ialblence, provHfced 
liim 

^ Hovcden, p. 4.$$. Plor. Wig p. 636. Dictto, p. ^06. 
^ Order. Vital, p 535. Hoveden, p. 4S6. ^ Chnsa, Sue. 
p. 183. M. Paris, p J. 

" Many of the fugitiye Noimans are thought to have fled 
into Scotland i where they were protected, as well as the ti^ 
2>tive Cngliik, by Malceloi Whence t:o(bt the many French 
(md Moraian &fmlie$, which are fbund lat |»i1ent is that Covb- 
V7- 

® Order. Vital, p. S3S- Hojeden, p. 45^. *» Oma. 
6«t. p. 183, H Hunt. p. 369. HeveWn, p. 457- IWtM*, 
p. 486. BrsmptoD, p. 97^ 
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CHAP- him to render his con6neineiit perpetual '. But WahheRf, 
IV- being an Erghlhinan, was not treated with To much hu- 
_'"^"v'— — ' nianity, though his guilt, always much inierior to ihjt of 
*^S- the other confpirators, was atoned for by a very early re- 
pentance and returned to his duty. William, inftigarcd 
by his niece, as well as by his rapacious courtiers, who 
longed for fo rich a forfeiture, ordered him to be tried, 
a9t]iA^. condemned, and executed". The Engiilh, who con- 
fidered this nobleman as the lafl refource of their nation, 
grievoufly lamented bis fate, and fancied that miracles 
were wrought by his reliques, as a teftimony of his in- 
nocence aid fandity ''. The intamous Judith, falling ' 
fbon Ahet under the king's difpleafure, was abandoned by 
all the world, and paffed the rell of her life in contempt, 
remorfe, and mifery "■ 

Nothing remained to complete William's fatisfac- 
tion but the punifhment of Ralph de Guader ; and he 
hallened over to Normandy, in order to gratify his ven- 
geance on that criminal. But though the conteft Teemed 
very unequal between a private nobleman and the king of 
England, Ralph was fo well liipported, both by the earl 
of Britanny and the king of France, that William, after 
be(ieging him for fome time in Dol, was obliged to a- 
bandon the enterprize, and make vtith thole powerful 
princes a peace, in which Ralph himfelf was included ". 
England, during, his abfence, remained in tranquillity ; 
and nothing remakable occurred, except two ecclefiaftical 
fynods, which were fummoned, one at London, another 
at Winchefter. In the former, the precedency among the 
epifcopal fees was fettled, and the feat of fome of them 
was removed from fmall villages to the moft conlidcrable 
town within the diocefe*^. In the fecond was tranfaded 
nbufin^fs of fome mcH-e importance^ 
107$. The induflry and perfeverance are furprifing, with 
Difpute which the popes bad been treafuring up powers and pre- 
•boMt in- tenfions during fo many ages of ignorance s while each 
veftiturea. pontiff employed tatery fraud for advancing purpofes of 



' Order. Vital p 535. Hoveden, p- 457- "■ Order Vi'al. 
0,536. Hoveden, p-'4S7. ^ Order. Vital, p. 543. 

Malm. p. 104. - "* Inguti, p 72, 73. " Chron. Sax. p. 
18}.. Cbron. de Mailr. p. 160. H, Hunt. p. 369 Hoveden, 
p 4S7. M. Paris, p. 7, ' " Ingulf, p. 93. Broinpton, p. 
975- "■■ " 
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■WILLI AM THE CONQJUEROR. ajj 

imaginary piety, and cherilhed all claims which mightCH AP. 
turn 10 the advantage of his fucceffors, though he himleif IV, 
could not exped ever to reap any benefit from them. '-'~>''*"~^ 
All this immenfe ftore of fpiritual and civil authority was *°?^ 
now devolved on Gregory VII. of the name of Hilde- 
brand, the moft enterprising pontiff who had ever filled 
that diair, and the kail reflrained by fear, decency, ot 
moderation. Not contented with Ihaking off the yoke of 
the emperora, who had hitherto esercifed the power of 
appointing the pope on every vacancy, or at leall of ra- 
tifying his ele^ion ; he undertook the arduous talk of dis- 
joining entirely the ecckriatlical from the civil power. 
and of excluding profane laymen from the right which 
they had affumed, of filling the vacancies of bilhoprics, 
abbies, and other fpiritual diguities^. 'J he fovereigns. 
who had long exercifed this power, and who had acquired 
jr, not by encroachments on the church, but on the peo- 
ple, to whom it originally belonged % made great op- 
pofition to this claim of the court of Rome ; and Henry 
IV. the prefent emperor, defended the prerogative of his 
ciown witha vigour and refolutionliiitableto its importance. 
The few cfSces, either civil or military, which the feu- 
dal inftitution left the fovereign the power of bellowing, 
made the prerogative of conferring the paftoral ring and 
flaff the motl valuable jewel of the royal diadem ; espe- 
cially as the general ignorance of the age bellowed a 
weight on the ecclefuftical ofGces, even beyond the great 
extent of power and property which belonged to them. 
Superllition, the child of ignorance, invefted the clei^ 
with an authority almoA lacred ; and as they pofTelTed 
the little learning of the age, their interpofition becanw 
requilite in all civil bufinefs, and a real ufefulnef^incom- 
mon life was thus luperadded to the tpirilual lankily of their 
diaraSer. 

When the ufurpatiom, therefore, of the church had 
come to fuch maturity as to embolden her to attempt ex- 
torting the right of inveftitures from the temporal power, 
Europe, elpecially Italy and Germany, was throwiijirito 
the moft violent convuirjons, and ihe pope and the em- 
|»eror waged impUcable war againll each oiher. Gregory 
even dared to lulminate the feiiience of cxcoimnunioa- 

tion 

' L' Abbe Cone. torn. lo. p. 371, 371. con. a. ^Padie 
Paolo fopra benef. ecclef. p 30. 
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CHAP, tioa againA Ueniy and his adherent*, to pronounce hitn 
IV. rightfully depofcd, to free hii fubjeds from their oaths of 

*-—v~^ allegiance ; ami, inftead of fliocking mankind by this 
'<7^ grofe encroachment on the dvil authority, he found the 
flupid pc(^ic ready to fecoud lus moft emrdittuit preten- 
fioDs. ETcry minifler, fervant, or vafTal of the em~ 
pcroTi who received any di&ufti covered his rebeliion un- 
der the pretence of princifAe ; and even the mother of 
this monarch, forgettii^ all the t!e« of natarc, was te~ 
ducedto CDunrenancc the infudence of his enemies. Princes 
themfdves, unattenttve to the pernicious confequences of 
thefc papal daims, employed them for their prefent pur- 
pofes: And the controverly> ^reading into every city of 
Italy, engendered the parties of Guelf and Ghibbelia ; 
the moil durable and nwfl inveterate factions that ever 
arole from the mixture of Miction and faperflition. Be- 
lides nutabcriefs affajltnations tumuta> and conviiKioiis, 
to which they gave rife, it is computed that the <juarrel 
occaftoned jw lefs than ftxty battk* in the reign of 
Henry IV. and eighteen in that of fait fuccefibr, Henry V. 
when the claims of the Ibvereign pontiff finally prevail 
«d*. 

fiuT the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmayed vrith 
the vigorous oppofitton, which he met with from the 
emperor, extended his ufixpations ai\ over Europe ; atid 
well knowtRg the nature of mankind, whofe btind allo- 
nilhment ever Iodines them to yield to the moft iinpu- 
dent pretenfioiu, he feemed determined to fet no bounds 
to the fpiriiual, or rather ten^xval monarchy, whidi he 
had undertaken to ered. He pronounced the feotenceof 
excommunication a^inft Nicephorus, emperor of the 
Eaft : Robert Guifcard, the adventurous N(»tqan, who 
had accjuired the dominion of Naplesi was attacked by 
the f^ne dangerous weapon i He d^raded Boleflas, kiii^ 
of Poland, from the rank of king; and even deprived 
Poland of the title of a kingdoai : He attempted to treu 
Philip, king of France, with the fame rigor, which he 
had employed againfl the emperor': He fvetended t« 
the entire property and dominion of Spain; and hh 
fttared it out araonefl adventurers, who undertod: to coa< 
4{uer it from the Saracens, and to hold it ia VafTalage 

of 

' Padre Paolo fbpr* benef cecle^ P- i'3- * ^tO^ 
Greg. VU. epift. 3%. 35. 1th. a..epift. $. 
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of the fee ofRome^: Even the Chriftianbi(hops, on whole CHAP, 
aid he relied in fubdulng the temporal princes, faw that 'V. 
he was determined to reduce them to fervitude ; and by ^'~^''7~' 
affuming the whole legiflative and judicial power of the *'^5. 
church, to concenter all aothority in the fovereign pon- 
tiff". 

William the Conquerw, the mod potent, the moll 
haughty, and the mod vigorous i»ince in Europe, was 
not, amidfl all his ^lendid fuccefTes, fecure from the 
attacks of this enterprizing prelate. Gregory wrote him 
a letter, requiring him to iiilBl his promife in doing hom- 
age for the kingdom of England to the fee of Rome, and 
to fend him over that tribute, whidi all his predeoIToi^ 
had been accuAomcd to pay to the vicar of Chrid. By 
the tribute, he meant Peter's pence ; which, though at 
firft a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, was in- 
terpreted, according to the ufual pradice of the Romilh 
court, to be a badge of fubje£lion acknowledged by the 
kingdom. William replied, that the money Ihould be re- 
mitted as ufual: but that he neither hadpromifed to do 
homage to Rome, nor was it in the leaft his purpofe to 
impofe that ferviude on his ftate ^. And the better to 
fiiew Gregory his independence, he refufed, notwith- 
ftanding the frequent complaints of the pope, the En^ 
liAi bilhops liberty to attend a general council, which that 
{wntiff had fummoned againft his enemies. 

Bu T though the king Ihewed this vigour in fupporting 
the royal dignity, he was infeScd with ,the general fu- 
herftition of the age, and he did not perceive the am- / 
oitious fcope of thofe inftitutions, which, under the colour 
of Ifridnefs in religion, were introduced or promoted by 
the court of Rome. Gregory, while he was thrDwin|; 
all Europe into combuftion by his violence and impof 
tures, altered an anxious care for the purity of man- 
ners ; and even the chafte pleafores, of the marriage-bed 
were inconfiftent, in his opinion, with the fanaity of 
the facerdota! charaaer. He had iffued a decree pro- 
hibiting the marriage of priefts, excommunicating all 
clergymen who retained their wives, declaring all fuch un- 
lawful commerce to be fornication, and rendering it criminal 
in the laity to attend divine worlhipwhenfuch profane priefts 

offi- 

^ ^tft. Qreg, Vn. liK 1. e^&. 7. ^ Greg. «^Bl. Kb. 
2. c^(t. 5 J. B Spicileg. Seldeni ad Eadmer, p. 1% 
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C H A P.ofGciatei] at the altar ^ This point was a great objcfl in 
IV. the politics of the Roman pontiffs ; and it cofl them in- 
^■v~-^ finitely more pains to cftablifh it than the propagation of 
'®7^- any fpeculative abfurdity, which they had ever attempt- 
ed to introduce. Many fynods were fummoned in dif- 
ferent pavB of Europe, before it was finally fettled ; and 
it was there conftantly remarked, that the younger clergy- 
men complied chearfully with the pope's decrees in this 
particular, and that the chief reluQance appeared in 
thofe who were more advanced in years: An event fo lit- 
tle conformable to men's natural expedations, that it 
could not fail to be glolTed on, even in that blind and fu- 
pertlitious age. 'William allowed the pope's legate to 
affemble, in his abfence, a fynod at Winchefter, in or- 
der to fettle the celibacy of the clergy ; but the church of 
England could not yet be carried the whole length ex- 
pcQed ; and the fynod was content with decreeing, that 
the bifhops ftiould not thenceforth ordain any priefts or 
deacons without exacting from, them a promife of celi- 
bacy ; but that none, exept thofe who belonged to col- 
legiate or cathedral churches, fhould be obliged to fepa- 
rate from their wives, 
Reroltof The king palTed fome years in Normandy; but his 
S^^^ long refidence there was not entirely owing to his declared 
** ' preference of that dutchy : His prefence was alfo necef- 
fary for compofing thofe difturbances, which had arifen in 
that favourite territory, and which had even originally 
proceeded from his own family. Robert, his eldeft fon- 
firnamed Gambaron or Courihofe, fi'om his Ihort legs* 
was a prince, who inherited all the bravery of his fami- 
ly^ and nation; but without that po^cy and didimulation, 
by which hisfather was fo much diftinguifhed, and which, 
no lefs than his military valour, had contributed to his 
great fuccelfes. Greedy of fame, impatient of contra- 
diSion, without referve in his friendfhips, declared in 
his enmities, this prince could endure no controul even 
from his imperious father, and openly afpired to that 
independence, to which his temper, as well as fome 
circumflances in his filuation, ftrongly invited him ®. 
When William firft received the fubmidions of the 
pro- 

* Hovedeo, p. 455, 457. Flor, Wigorn. p. 638^ SpeL 
Concil. fol 13. A D. 1076. "^ Onler. Vital. 545. Hovedeo, 
p. 4i7- Flor. Wigom. p 639. 
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province of Maine, he had promifed the inhabitants that CHAP. 
Robert ihould be their prince; and before he undertook the I*- 
CKpedition againll England, he had, on the application ^"^^"""7^^ 
of the French court, declared him his futceflbr in Nor- ^°1^ 
mandy, and had obliged the barons of that dutchy to do 
him homage as to their future fovereign. By this arti- 
fice, he had endeavoured to appeafe ihe jealoufy of hi» 
neighbours, as affording them a profpeS of feparating 
England from his dominions on the continent ; but when 
Robert demanded of him the execution of thofc engage- 
ments, he gave him an abfoluce refufal, and told him, 
according to the homely faying, that he never intended 
to throw off his cloaihs, til) he went to bed ". Robert 
openly declared his difcoirtent ; and was fufpeSed of fe- 
cretly inftigating the king of France and the earl of Bri- 
tanny to the oppofition which they made to William, 
and which had formerly fruftrated his attempts upon the 
town of Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, Ro- 
bert proceeded to entertain a (Irong jealoufy of his two 
furviving brothers, William and Henry, (for Richard was 
killed in hunting, by a Hag) who, by greater fubmiifion 
and complaifance, had acquired the affeSions of their 
father. In this difpofition, the greatell trifle fufBced to 
produce a rupture between them. 

The three princes, refiding with their father in the 
caftle of I'Aigtc in Normandy, were one day engaged in 
fport t(^ther; and after much frolic, the two younger 
took it into their head to throw over fome water on Ro- 
bert as he palTed through the court on leaving their apart- 
ment ' ; a paflime, which he would naturally have re- 
garded as innocent, had it not been for the fu^eflions of 
Alberic de Grentmefnil, fon of that Hugh de Grentme- 
fnil, whom William had formerly deprived of his for- 
tunes, when that baron deferted him during his greateft 
difScullies in England. The young nobleman, mindful 
of the injury, perfuaded the prince, that this ai^ion was 
meant as a public affront, which it behoved him in ho- 
nour to refenc; and the choleric Robert, drawing his 
fword, ran up flairs, with an intention of taking revenge 
on his brothers". The whole caftle was full jof tumult, 
which the king himfelf, who hallened from his apart- 
ment, found fome difficulty to appeafe. But he could by 



H Chron. de Mailr. p. 160. ' Order. Vitd, p. 545. 
X Older. Vital, p. S4S. 
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C H AP-oo means appeale the refentment of his eldefl fon, who . 
IV. comptainii^ of his partiality, and fancying that no pro- 

* — «•"— ' per atonement had been made him for the infull, left rhft 
i€»76. court that very evening, and hallened to Rouen, with an 
intention of feizing, the citadel of that place ^. But be- 
lt^ dtfappoimed in this view by the precaution 'and vigi- 
lance of Roger jdc Ivcry, the governor, he fled to Hugh 
de Neufchatel, a powerful Korman baron, who gave him 
proteaion in his cafiles ; and he openly levied war againll 
his father**. The popular charaQer of the prince, and, 
a fympathy of manners, engaged all the young nobility 
of Normandy and Maine, as wdl as of Anjou and 6n- 
tanny, to take part with him ; and it was fu/peSed that 
Matilda, his mother, whofe favourite he was, Tupporlcd 
him in his rebellion by fecret remittances of money* 
and by the encouragement, which the gave his parti- 
zane. 
jfrtO. All the hereditary provinces of William, as well a» 
family, were during (evcral years thrown into convtfllioa 
by this war ; and he was obliged at laft to have recourla 
to England, where that fpecirs of [raFitary government, 
which be had elTablifhed, gave him greater authority than 
(he antient feudal inltitmions permitted him to exercife ia 
Normandy. He called over an army of Engliffi under 
hit antient captains, who foon expelled Robert and his 
adherents from their retreats, and reflored the fovercign'a 
authority in all his dominions. The young prince was 
obliged to take flielier in the caflle of Gerberoy in the 
Beauvofis, which the king of France, who fecretly fo- 
mented all tPiefe difcords, had provided for htm. In this 
fortrefs he was clofcly befieged by his fajher, againft 
whom, having a flrong garrilon, he made a gallant de- 
fence. There palTed under the walls of this place many 
rencourrters, which refembled more the finglc combats of 
chivalry, than the military anions of armies; but one of 
them was remarkable for its circumffances and its event. 
Robert happened to encounter' with the king, who was 
concealed by his helmet ; and both of them being valiant, 
a fierce combat enfued, till at laA the young prince 
wounded his father in the wm, and threw him from his 
horrc. On calling out for affiftanco, hisrwoe difcovered 

him 

'- Ibid. ^ Ibid. Hoveden, p. 4J17. Simi Dun. ^ tia 
Cfceto, p. 487. 
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Ura to h^ font who, Aruct with renmife for ht5 pftfl CHAP' 
crime, and aAontfhed with the appreheuiioiiG of one much ^- 
greater, which he had fo iwarly incurred, inflanily threw ^-~v-^ 
htnireif aE hisfathei'a feet, craved pardon for his offences, '''TS- 
and offered to purdufe forgivcnefs by any atonement ". 
The refeWnKiK, harboured by WilUam, was fo invete- 
rate, that be did not immediately correfpond to this dutiful 
iubmiflioB of bis fon with like tenderuefs, but giving him 
his maledi^ion, departed f«- his own camp 00 Robert's 
fatwfe, which that prince had afTifted him to mount". 
He foon after mifad the fi^e, and marched with his arm^ 
to Normandy ; where the inierpdition of the queen and 
other common friends brought about a reconcilement, 
which was probably not a liitle forwarded by the gene- 
FoTity o£ the foa's behaviour in this adion, and by the 
returning fcnlc of his paft mifcoodud. The king feemed 
to fdiy appeafed, that he even carried orer Robert with 
hisa into England ; where he intrufted him with power to 
repel an iwoad of Malcolm king of Scotland, and to r»- 
taJiate by a like inroad into that country. The Eng^ilh 
prince was fuccefiful, and obliged the cBcmy to make 
febmifioni. The WeUh, unable to refifl WiUiam^s 
power, were, about the fame time, neceffitated to niakc 
Duisfadion for their incurfions^; and tvsrj Utii^ was 
[educed to a full tranquillity in this ifland. 

This ftjite of attain gave William ieifure tob^a 1081. 
aad finilh an undertaking, wbidi proves hts extenfire Darned 
^nius, and does hpnour to his mennory : It was a gene* day^^mofe. 
f al furvey of all the lands in the kingdom, their extent in 
ettch diltrid, their proprietors, tenures, value; the (piaiv- 
tlty of meadow, paflure, wood, and arable land, which 
they contained ; and m fome counties the number of te* 
Dants, cottagers, and {laves of all denominations, who 
Uvcd upon then). He appcinted ccanmlflioners tor this 
purpofe, who entered every particular in their reglfler 
by the verdid of juries ; and after a labour of fix years 
(W the work was (or Wng in finidtingy brm^ bint an 
cxa3l aecouat of all the landed property of his king- 

" Mahnef p. 106, H. Htmt. p. 369. Hovedcn, p- 457. 
Flor. WFg. p. 639-. Sim. Dtin. p. 210. Diceto, p. 387. 
Knyghton, p. 2351. Alur. Beveri. p. 135. ** H. Hunt. p. 
369'. Hoveifen, p. +57. M. Paris, p. 7. Ypod. Neuft. p. 
459- ? Chnm. Sax. p. 184. M. Weft. p. «8. 
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C H A p. dom •*. This monument, called Domefd ay-book, die 
IV. moft valuable piece of antiquity pofielTed by any nation^ 

^■""v-"—- ' is ftill (wel'ervcd in ihe Exchequer ; and though only Tome 
if>8i. extracts of it have hitherto been publifhed, it ferves to 
illuftrate to us in many particulars iheanticnt ftate of Eng- 
land. The great Alfred had finiftied a like furvey of the 
kingdom in his time, which was long kept at Winchtfter, 
and which probably ferved as a model to William in this 
undertaking ': 

The king was naturally a great oeconomift ; and though 
BO prince had ever been fo bountiful to his officers and 
fcrvants, it was merely becaufc he had rendered himrelf 
nniverfal proprietor of England, and had a whole king- 
dom to beftow. He referved a very ample revenue for 
the crown ; and in the general didribution of land among 
his followers, he kept poiTellion of no lefs than 1422' 
manors in different parts of England % which paid htm 
rent either in money, or in corn, cattle, and the ufual 
produce of the land. An amient hinorian, computes, 
that his annual fixed income, befides efcheats, fines, re- 
liefs, and other cafual profits to a great value, amounted 
to near 400,000 pounds a-year ^ ; a fum, which, if all 
drcumftances be attended to, will appear wholly incredible; 
A pound in that age, as we have before obfcrved, con- 
tained three times the weight of filver that it does at pre-' 
fent ; and the fame weight of fiiver, by the moft pro- 
bable computation, would purchafe near ten times more of 
the neceffaries of life, though not in (he fame proportion 
of the finer mrjjufaaiires. This revenue, therefore, of 
William would be equivalent to at leaft nine or ten miW 
lions at prefent } and as that prince had neither fleet nor 
army to fupport, the former being only a cafuahexpence, 
and the latter maintained, without any charge to him, by 
his military vafTals, we mull thence conclude, that no 
emperw 

1- Ctron. Sax. p. log. Ingulf, p 79. Chron. T. Tykea, 
p. aj. H. Hunt. p. 370, Hoveden, p 460. M. Weft, 
p. asg. Flor. Wigom. p. 641. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de 
Burao, p. 51. M. Paris, p. 8. The three northern counties, 
Weftmoreland, Cumberland, and Nortumberland, were not 
comprehended in this furvey ; I fuppofe becaule of their wild,' 
vn cultivated fituation. 

" Ingulf, p. 8. * Weft's Enquiry into the manner ot 
creating Peers, p. 24. "^ Order. Vital, p $zy He layi: 

1060 pounds and fbmeodd ihillings and peace a-day. 
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emperor or prince, in any age or nation, was ever to be C H A P.' 
compared to the Conqueror in opulence and riches. This ^ V- 
leads us to iiifped a great, miftake in the computation "f ^"""C^"^ 
the hiftorian; though, if we confiderthat avarice is al- i™'- 
ways imputed to William as one of his vices ", and that 
having by the fword rendered himfelf mafter of all the 
lands in the kingdom, he would certainly in the partition 
retain a great proportion for his own (hare ; we can fcarce 
be guilty of any error in afTerting, that no king of Eng- 
land was ever fo opulent, was fo dble to fupport by his re- 
venue the fplendor and magnificence of a court, or could 
bellow fo much on his pleaiures or in liberalities to his fer- 
vants and favourites^. 

There was one pleafure, to which William, as well The new 
as all the Normana, and antient Saxons, was extremely foreft. 
addi£ted ; and that wag hunting : But this pleafure he in- 
dulged more at the expence of his unhappy fubje^s, 
whofe interefts he always difregarded, than to the lofs or 
diminution of his own revenue. Not contented with 
thofe large forefts, which the former kings pofleffed in all 
parts of England ; he refolved to make a new foreft near 
Winchefter, the ufual place of his refidencc: And for 
that purpofe, he laid wafle the country in Hampftiire for 
an extent of thirty miles, expelled the inhabitants from 
their houfes, feized their property, even demoliflied 
churches and convents, and made the fufferers no com- 
penfation for the injury ^. At the fame time, he ena3ed 
new laws, by which he prohibited all his fubje^ from 
hunting in any of his forefts, and rendered the penalties 
much more fevere than ever had been infli3ed for fuch 
ofiences. The killing of a deer or boar, or even of a 
hare, was punifiied with the lofs of the delinquent's ' 
eyes^; and that at a time, when the killing of a man 
could be atoned for by paying a moderate fine or compo- 
liiion. 

The tranfaSions, recordetfduring the remainder of this 

reign, may be conlidered more as domeftic occurrences. 

Vol. I. R which 

V Chron. Saz. p. 188, 191. Mabnef p. 112. H. Huot 
■p. 370. M. Wdt. p. aag. Brompion, p. 979. " Poi- 
•tefcure, de Dom. T«g. & polidc. cap. 11 1. * Malmef. p. 
5. H. Hunt. p.-73i. Abglia Sacra, vol. i p. 258. '. ChrOn. 
Saz. p. 191. H. HuDt. p. 171. M. Weft.p. 229- Dictto, 
p. 488. ADg;ria Sacra, vol. 1 p. 258. 
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(; H A P. wbtcb coacem the vriinXt, than as nationtl ov«iiH, which 
IV. re^rd Engluid. Udo, b^Qiop oS Baieux, the kiog** 
^" — """^qterinc brother, whom b« ba4 created ewl of Kent, and 
■P^ fvfaom he had cntnifted with a. Kmt Outre of power duriafC 
hU whole reign '^, had, amaued imneBie riches; aid 
agreeably to the ufual pri^ne^ of bumaa wUhei» hs be- 
gan to regard his prefeiu acquifitioiu hut u a ftep td f>- 
&cr granaeur. He had formed the chimerical projed of 
liuytBg the papacjr i and though Qregory, the prcfentr 
popC) was not of very advanced years, the preUts ha4 
confided fo much iixthe pi:edi^oDs of od a{lrok)gcr, that 
he made certain account of the; postiff's deaih, and ofi 
attaining, by his intrigues and money^ that enviod flat* 
of greatnels*. He rdblved, ther*£:ff4^ to femit ajthis 
CLChfii to Italy, and bad perfuatkd many oon&kriAl* 
IwoDfii and vnoPg the re[l| Hugh, ^arl of Cbeftec, tft 
take ths Cunc coude; in hopes, thait whan he flioald 
mount die papal throne, he would b^ow on them more 
ooniiderable eftablilhmeou in that country ^. The kingt, 
Irpm whom all thefe projefb had been carefiilly concealed 
•t Ufl got intelligence of the delign, and ordered Odo 
to, he. arrelled. His officers, from refped to the immu^ 
n^ici) which the ecclefiaOio sow afTumcd, fcnipled to 
execute the command, till the king himfdf was oiA\ge4 
in p^fon to feize him ; and when Odo infilled that be 
was a prelate, and exempt from all teiBp«al jurildi£tK»( 
William replied, that he aireftcd him, not a» tM&op of 
B^ieu^ hut as carl of Kent °. Ue was fent prifoner in- 
to Normapdy ; and notwithfUwUiw aU the remoidlnHKe* 
■ «Dd mfitisce* of Gregory, was detained In (uftoti^ duiog 
lb* remainder of this-reign^. 
1083; ASQTKER. doroeftic event gave the king mach mote 
cpocern:. It waathcdeathof Matild*. his confoEt,. wImms 
ha teiMJedy-loye^f and for whom he had evei preferreJ 
the moft lincere friendship. Three years afterwaidi be 
ptfW- iote NvipiMidj^ and carried with him E<%ar 
Athfjiog, to whom he veiy wiU;^grafibMl pKwH&oa 

to 

».Older^Vitalp.«&Frafcde. C)d.Co«t,p.a9., ». Or- 
dm Wtal. p. 644 Fog. do GuL Copq, > »9- ^ 9raf 
4fi Gtd' C»oq. P- a?. " Oam. Abb. Sfe RitnideSwiB, 
fc M. W. MaW. R. UA ^Ori*.,Vi«a. p. 64?. 
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to make a pilgriaugc into tlM lu^y htkl '. He was ie~C H A P. ' 
uincd An the continent by a ffliwAdwAftiAfii^i which ^- 
broke out between him utd the king of France, and which '*'~'lj"^* 
was occafionsd by inroads made into Nftrnandy hf fome *™^-, 
French barom on the froDtieft'*. It was ''"'* '"i '*>etv^™ 
power of princes at that time 16 rflAraid their licentious 
nobility ; but William fufpeSed, that thefc bafons dared 
not to have provc^d his indigmticM), had they not been 
^urcd of the countenance and prote&ion of Philip. Hit 
difpleafure Was niiMafed by the account he received of ^ 

Tome Tiitleries which that monarch bad thrown out againft 
him. William, who was become cofpulenf, had beett 
ctetained in bed fomc lime by ftcknefs ; oponwhidi Philip 
exprcffed his ftirprife that his brother of England QioutJ 
be fo long of being delivered of his big belly. The king 
fern him word, that as fbon as he was up, he would pre- 
lent To many lights at Notre-dame, as wodd perhaps gett 
liitlepleafure to the king of France; alluding to the aroar 
pradice at that time of wmnen after ehild-birth ". trn- 
ntediately on lus recovery, he led an army into the L'lflC 
de France, and laid every thing wallewith fire and fword: 
He mA the KVfn of Mantc, which he reduced to afftes '^ 
But the prt^eTs of thefehoftilities-was flopped by an aC* 
cident, which Awn after put an end to William's Fife. 
His horfc ftartiflg ifide of a fudden, he bruifcd his belly 
on the pommel or the faddle '' ; and being in a bad hi- 
tih of body, as wett as femewhat advanced in years, h& 
began to apprehend the confettucnces, and ordered him-* 
felftabe carried in a littertothcmortaSeryofSt. Cerraif. 
Finding his illnefs increafe, and being fenlibic of the ap^ 
Broach of deaths he difcovered at laft the vanity of aR 
human grandeur, and was ftruck with rcmorfe for thoTe 
faornble cruelties and violences, which in the attainment 
and defence of it, he had commined. dnring the couHi! 
of his reign over England ''. He endeavoured to make 
compenfation by prefents to churches and monalleries ; 
and he ifliied ordos for the liberty of earl Morcar, 
R 3 Siward 

*■ W. Hibltttef p. 101. ® Ordw. Vital, 'p. 454, fijs- 
•* Mahnef p I'la. vC Wefr. f. 430. M. Pawi^p. 9. 
Kottipton, p. $8i>'. KflydAon, p. 93S3. Aneli^ Sacia, ,tqL 
f. jh l6i. > CMer. Wial.. p; fiy, Chwn. de iMi..^ 
161. ^ Malmef p. 11a. M. Fiiii, p. id. T^jgjtooa, 
p. ajSJ- ^ Frag.deGii. Conq. p, 29, 30, 31, 
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CH AP.Siward Bevne* and other Englifli prifoners ". He wasi 
IV. CTCii prevailed on, (hough not without rcluftance, to con- 
*-""^J"— 'fcnt, with hii ^ing breath, to reUale his brother, Odo, 
1087- againft whom he was extremelj inccnfed. He left Nor- 
mandy and Maine to his eldeft Ton, Robert; He wrote 
to Lanfranc, dcTiring him to crown William king of Eng- 
land ^ : He bequeathed to Henry nothing but the pofTd*- 
(ions of his mother, Matilda ; but foretold, that he would 
one day furpafs both his brothers in power and opulence **. 
gthSept. He expired in the fixty-third year of his i^e, in the 
twentv-firll year of his reign over England^ and in the 
fifty-fourth of that over Normandy. 
Death f ew princes have been more fortunate than this great 

and cha- monarch, or were better entitled tograndeurand profperity, 
lafi^ of from the abilities and the vigour of mind which he dif- 
William played in all his condud. His fpirit was bold and enter- 
*'*^'*" pnJing, yet guided by prudence: His ambition, which 
qDoor, ^^ exorbitant, and lay little under the reflraints of juf- 
tice, and flill lefs under thofe of humanitj', ever lub- 
mitted to the dISates of reafon and found policy Bom 
in an age when the minds of men were iotra3able and 
■oacquainted with fubmiflion, he was yet able to dire£t 
them to his purpofes ; and partly firom the afcendant of 
his vehement cnaradcr, partly from art and difli mutation, 
to eftablifh an unlimited authority. Though not inrendble 
to generofity, he was hardened againfl compalTion ; and 
he Teemed equally oftentatious and equally ambitious of 
(how and parade in his clemency and m his feverity. 
The maxims of his adminillration were auflere; but 
giight have been ufeful, had they been folely employed 
in preferving order in an eflabliflied government ' : They 
were ill calculated fot foftening the rigors, which, under 
the moft gentle manegemettt, are infeparaUe fix>m con- 
queft. Hil attempt againft England was the laft great 
enterprize 



** Qnon. de Mailr. p. 161. Hoveden, p. 460. Chnm. 
AUi. St. Petti de Burgo, p, ^2. Kceto, p. 488. ** Gul. 
Gcawl. p. 29a. CMm. Vital, p. 659. ChrMi. de ^faiIT. p. 
l$i. mlmeT. p. 112. H. Hunt. p. 371. Hovcdeo, p-46o. 
M. Weft. p. a30. <> Order. Vital, p. 659- Cfnl. Neubr, 
P- 3S7- Frag, de Gul. Conq. p. 3a. ' M. Weft, p- ajo. 
Ai^ua Sacra, vol. i. p. 258. 
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etiterprize of the kindt which, durii^ the ccurie ofCHXP.' 
Tevcn hundred yean, has fiilly fucceeded m Europe ; and ' IV> 
the force of his genius broke through thoTc limits, wluch """v*^ 
firfl the feudal inftitutions, then the refined poiicr of ^9j. 
princes, have fixed to the fevcral dates of Chndendom, 
Though he rendered himelf infinitely odious to his Eng- 
lilfa fubje^, he tranfmitied his power to his pofterityi and 
the throne is Hill filled by his dcfcendants : A proof, that 
the foundariotis whtdi he laid were firm and folid, and 
that, amidfl all his violences, while he feemed only to 
gratify the prefem pafllon, he had Aill an eye towardtfii. 
tunty. 

Sou£ writers have been deftrous of refiifing to this 
prince the title of Conqueror, in the fenfe which that 
term commonly bears ; and os pretence, that the word is 
fbmetimes in old books applied to fuch as make an aC'* 
quifition of territwy by any means, they are willing to 
lejed William's title, by ri^t of war, to the crown of 
England. It is needled to entn into a controverfy, which, 
by the terms of^it, rouft neceflarily degenerate into *' 
difpute of words. It fufficcs to fay, (hat the dnke of - 
Normandy's firft invafion of the iflaiid was hoftile ; that 
his fubfequent adminiftration was entirely fupported by- 
anns ; that in the very fi'ame of his laws he made a dil- 
tindion between the Normans and En^iih, to die ad- 
vantage of the former ^ that he aded in every thing as 
abfolute mafter over the natives, whofe intereus and af- 
feSions he totally dilr^arded ; and that if there was an 
interval when he affumed the appearance of a legal ma- 
giftrate, the period was very ftort, and was nothing but a 
temporary facrifice, which he, as has been the cal^e with 
moft conquerws, was obliged to make of bis inclination 
to his prefent policy. Scarce any of thofe revolutions, 
which both in hifiory and in common language, have al- 
ways been denominated conquefts, appear e<]ually vio^ 
lent, or have been attended with fo fudden an alteration 
both of power and property. The Roman flatc, which 
fpread its dominion over Europe, left the rights of in- 
dividuals, in a great meafure untouched ; and thofe ct- 
■vilized conquerors, whfle they made their own country 
the feat of empire, found, that they could draw moft 
advantage fi-om the fubJeSed provinces, by fecuring to 



^Hoveden, p. 600. 
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C H A P^ rtK 9*4vc0 the frw «ijiqyincnt of their own Uwi and ef 
IV- th«ir privrte poffefltpne. The bwhariuH. who fubJaod 
V"v-»-'the Ronun empire, tho^ *«y fflttUd in the conquered 
u47. opuntriM, yet being accuHomed to a inde uncultivated 
Ufc, foiind a fmall part of the lanij Tufficient to fuppty all 
ibeir wants ( and they w«r« not tempted to Teize exten'> 
^ve pofieffipM, which ihey neither knew how to caki- 
fated nor enjoy. But the Normatit and (Hher fereignerB* 
vbo Mlowed the (landard of Williani, while they made 
ijiie vBiiqvilbcd fciRgdom the feat of empire, were yet To 
fu advae^d ip arts as to be acquainted with the adTsn- 
Ugcsof alai^ property; and having totally fcibdued the 
Mtivct. they pulhed tb« rights qf conqueft (»ery exten- 
ffve iq the eyee of avarice and anabitipn, however nar- 
row i|i thqfe of reafon} tp the utmoft extremity agaiofl 
tiunn- Except the i^wtft conqueft of England by the 
${^oi» theiB^lvei, whe wtre induced, by peculiar cir- 
^Hmfiwc^, to proceed even to (he extermination of the 
nfltivnb it V9uld be diffioiU to find in ail hifiory a revos- 
^^tJiNa mere defiru^ve, or attended with a nMre com- 
mktf £ed}je^o[i9f the Mitiwt iohabituits. Contumely 
^rps. 4V<ti to bvn baeri wantonly added to oppreffion ^ ; 
Had tb* PW'/n» were Hniverr41y reduced to fucb a ftue c^ 
in«9>V>«fe and povO'ty, that the En^ifh imme became a 
terpi of ff proacb i and fevera! generations elapfed before 
gge faffily of SsKon pfdigree wa» raifed to any con- 
ijderable hi^nwrSj «r eogld fo much as attain the rank of 
bartw of the rsalm '■ Thelit fa.&.i are fo apparent from 
iM whole t^nor of the Engliih biftery, that none would 
have beeti tempud to deny or dude them, were they not 
heated'by the tontroverfies of f»aion; while one party 
was «^Mriily afraid of thofe tAfurd confeqnences. which 

gey faw the other party inclined to draw from ihit evtnt. 
ut it IE ev>d«M, that M^e pxeTeiK righti and privileget of 
the peopile* who are .a mixtiure of Et^lifh ajid Normans, 

. * H. Hum- f. _i7(>. BrmptoB. p. qSo- s g^ kie a* 
He reign of king Sitpben, tbe eajl of Alheinart*. before the 
bttde of xht Stitadai'd, ad(lr«^ the g^cett of bii umy ie 
thefe tcri»« : fnceret 4nfii* dvsfinii, li gauri Ntrmaam, 
fc. Bromptpn, p. lojfi. Sec (arlhct Abbas Riev»L p- 339, 
ftc. All t&e batons and military men of bDgland ftiU cm 
*^emfelves Noinians.' 
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can never be affefted by a tranradion, which paffcd feven CHAP. 
hundrccl yean agO( aad u all antietit authors \ who *Y' . 
lived neareft the time, »nd bed knew the ftate of the '^' 'C" 
country, unanimoufly ft>eak of the Nwman dominion ^ooj. 
as a conqueft by war and arms, no reafonable nun, 
from the fear or imaginary i»BfeqB«ll:e», *iK *v«r fee 
Mmpted to rejed th<ir coAcurrii^ snd undoubted FCfti- 
many. 

KtKO WiUiam had IfliiA, befides hi* tfam tbtttt Who 
furvlved him, five daughters, to wit, (i.) Cicilvt firft 
a min in the monaflery of Fefcamp» aftefwiir^ kbbaft ih 
the bo'y Trinity at Caen, whCrC fhe drcd in til'7. 
(a.) Conftantia, married to Attn FfcrgaM, e&rl of Bri- 
tanny. She di<d (viihoiit ifTuc. (3.) Alic«^ camttc 
ted to Harold. (4.) Adela, married tb St^en, eskfl 
of BJois, by whom (he had four ftms) William, Thto- 
b^ Henry, and Stephen ; oF whom the elder was 
tKig{e6t«di on accoutit of the imbecility of his XOtAct' 
Aanding: (5.) A{;atha, who died a vitgin, hvt «U 
bdrethed R> the kiiw of Oallicia. She died on her jotn^ 
ney diiiher, before &t Joined her bridegroom. 

CHA K 

■^ I*g«df, p., 70. H, H^m^ p. 370, Jja. M. Wtft. g, 
saS. GdLN«i1). p. iij. Maui. Benrl. p. 1*4. Jkgtft. 

Angl. p. 333. M. Paris, p. 4. Sim, Don. p. iDO. B>m^ 
ton, p. q6a, q8o, ii6i- Gvhwft TUb. lib. i. cap. 16, 
Teztuj Roffenlu apud Seld. Spiciteg. ad Eadaa. p.' 197. Cttb 
Fift. p. 206 Ordcricus Vitalb, p. $zit. 666, Sj}. >£^ 
St. Thorn, p. 801. GuL Malinef. p. $2. $7. Kayghtois pv 
S5;^. Eadmer, p. no Thorn. Rudbome in An^ Sacra, 
Vol. 1. p. 248. Monach. RoIF- in Angiia Sacra, vol. !t. p. 2^6. 
Gintld. Carobr. in eidem, vol. tt. p. 4,13. Hilt. Blyenris, 
p. 516. The words of this Uft hiftorian, Who is veiy ahtl- 
cnt. are rvmaikable, and worth trenfcribing. Rtx iia^tfiHtui 
WHMimu., ^id in pri»ciptt Anglomm, mii tanttr claM fuptfejfk 
ftltrmt, ftttril, Jktrt, cum ^l fr«Hi, Mitim. ^J laiM 
^defftt, fi rue unam in lott ngiu dt WU Stwult ffiJiMt 
ftltfiair uti penmffum, Jed Bmatt atit in gnrvtm faupirlatii 
*rumtiam delrufos, out emb^rtdatot, fatria fulfil, mil effort 
Vitlit, vti fMerii aatfuuuit mmhit, effroMumhitH^MfmflM, 
•M ctrU ndferrime a^idhi, vita privmtot, SimHi nttdo atHHati 
carert miftimo dietri piU in mineftm ptfutum, nmjolum mi M, 
fedafiiit aaum/t, cum id diau/ciamu diffitilr, *t ek tndfftra 
trudtlitattmfiruifft mrtdiiik. 
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.' WILLIAMRUFUS 

JUttffitK 0/ Willittm Rufus Cenfpiraey agaiaji thfUtig 

, -ImefioH cf Normandy Tbf Cnfadfs- • -Ac- 

quifition of Normandy ——parrel with Anfflm, the 
p-imate Deatb~ and ebarafier of JViiliam Rufus. 

CHAP.TTTILLIAM, firnamcd Rufut or \ht Red, irom 
V. V V t^^ colour of his hair, had no fooncr procured 
**■ *"" ' bis father'srecommendiilorjrltfierioLanfranc, the primate; 
1087 than he haftcned to take meafurei for fccuting to hitnfclf 
^ WTT* '''^ government of England. Senfiblc, that a deed fo un- 
Rufoi fo""*l> ""•' fo l''t'" prepared, which violated Robert's 
'right of primc^enitore, might meet with great oppofition, 
he truffled entirely for fuccefs to his own celerity ; and 
having left St. Gervais, while William was breathing his 
(ail, he arrived in England, before intelligence of hit fa- 
ther's death had reached that kingdom ^. Pretending 
orders ftom the king, he fecured the fortrelTes of Dover, 
Ji^en6y,-~9nd Haltings, whofe lituation rendered them 
of the greateft importance; and he got poifeflion of his 
father's treafure at Winchefter, amounting to the fum of 
' iixty thoufand pounds, by which he hoped to encreafe and 
encourage his partizans ". The primate, whoTe rank 
and reputation in the kingdom gave hint great authority, 
had Men entrafled with the care of his education, and 
had Conferred on him the honour of kni^hthood*^; and 
being conne&'ed with him by thcfe ties, and prcbably 
'deeming hispretenfionsjun, declared that he would pay a 
wilting obedience to the laft will of the Con<]ueror, hii 
friend »nd bene&dor. Havin|;aflembled fome bifliopi 
and fome of the principal nobility, he indantiy proceeded 
to the ceremony of crowning the new king '' ; and by this 
difpatch endeavoured to prevent all fa3ion and refinance. 
At the lame time, Robert, who had been already ac- 
know- 

* W. Maimer, p izo. M, Paris, p 10, ■ Chron.Stx. 
p. 192. Bromptoo, p 983. ^ W. Mahnef p. lao. M. 
Pari*, p, 10. Thom. Rudborne, p. i6y ° Hovedea, 
P 461. 
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Icnnwledgcd fuccellor to Nornnandy, took peaceable pof-CH AP. 
fedion of that duichy. V, 

Bu T thou^ this partition appeared to have been made'"""^'^'-^ 
without any violence or oppofitiofi, there remained in '087- 
EngUnd many caufes of difcontent, which feemcd loConlpiri^ 
menace that kingdom with a fudden revolution. The*^^, ^^"'' 
Norman barons, who generally poffeffed large eftaies both * ^ ''^' 
in England and In their own country^ were uneafy at the 
teparaiion of thefe territories; and forcfaw, that, as it 
would be impoflible for them to preferve long their alle- 
giance to two mafters, they muft necefiarilyrerign, either ^ 
their antiem property or their new acquilitions K Robert's 
title to the dutchy they cfteemed incontetlible^ his claim 
to the liingdom plaufible; and they all defired that thi» 
prince, vho alone had any pretentions to unite thefe 
Rates, Qiould be put in potTetTion of both. A comparifon 
alfo of the perlbnal qualities of the two brothers, led thent 
to give the preference to the elder. The duke was brave, 
open, fincere, generous ; and even his predominant faults, 
his extreme indolence and facility, were not difagreeablc 
to thofr haughty barons, who affeSed independence, an4 
fubmitted with reluQance to a rigorout adminiflration in 
their fovereign. The king, though equally brave, was 
violent, haughty, tyrannical ; and feemed difpofed to 
govern more by the fear than by the love of his people ''. 
Odo, bithopof Baieux, and Robert carl of Montaigne, 
maternal brothers of the Conqueror, envying the great 
credit of Lanfranc, ivhich was increafed by his late fer- 
vices, enforced all thefe motives with their partisans, and 
engaged them in a formal confpiracy todethrone the king ". 
They communicated their detign 10 Eullace, count oi 
Bolcgne, Roger earl of Shrewlbury and Arundel, Robeit 
dc Belefme, his elded foji, William biOiop of Durham, 
Robert de Moubray, Roger Bigcd, Hugh de Grentraet- 
nil ; and they eallly procured the aQent of thefe* potent 
noblemen. The confpirators, retiring to their caftlei, 
baflencd to put themlelves in a milit^iry poAure ; and ex- 
pe^ingto be foon fitpported by -a powerful army from 
Normandy, they had already be^o hoailities in many 
places ". 

The 

■ Drier. Vitalis, p. 566. ' W. fAalmeC p. 1 20. On!er,' 
Vitalis, p. 666. ^ Horedcn, p. 461. Siin. Dunahn. p. 
Z14. Diceto, p. 489. " Chron. Sax, p. 1931. Hoveden, 
p. 461. M, Paris, p. 10, 
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CHAP. The kii^, fenftbic of liii perilom fiTuttion, endez- 
V. vourcd to engage the affc^ions of the nuivc Englilh i 

*-"*■ ' and OS that people were row fo thorou^ty fiabdued ihat 

■°"7- they nolonger afpired to the recovery of their antient li- 
berties, and were contented with the profped of Tome mi- 
tigation in the tyranny of the Norman princes, they zea- 
louOy embraced William's caufe, upon receiving fome 

feneral promifes of good treatment, and of enjt^iDg the 
icence of hunting in the royal foreib '. The king was 
foon in a lituation of taking the field ; and as he knew the 
, danger of delay, he fuddenly marched into Kent ; where 

his uncles had already taken podeflion cf the foitreffes of 
Pevenfey and Rochefler. Both thefe places, he foccef- 
fively reduced by famine ; and though he was prevailed 
en tiy the earl of Chefter, William de Warrenne, and 
Robert Filz Hamon, who had embraced his caufe, to 
fpare the lives of the rebels, he corfifcated all their ef- 
tatet, and banilhed them the kingdom '^. This advan- 
tage rendered his negotiations more fuccefsful with Roger 
earl of Shrewlbury, whom he detached from the confe- 
derates * ; and a* his powerful fleet, joined to the indolent 
condud of Robert, prevented the arrival of the Norman 
fuccours ", all the oOier rebels found no refource but in 
flight or fubmiflion. Some of them received a pardon ; 
but the greater part were confifcated; andthe king be- 
llowed their eflatc's on the Norman barons, who had re- 
mained faithful to him \ 
J0S9, William, freed from ihedangerof this infoTreSiorT, 
took little care of fulfilling his promifes to the English, 
who ftiti found themfelvesexpofed to the fame oppreffions, 
which they had undergone during the reign of the Con- 
<lueror, and which were rather augmented by the violent, 
impetuous temper of the prefent monarch. The death 
of Lanfranc, who had retained great influence over him, 
gave foon after a full career to his tyranny ; and all orders 
of men found reafon to complain of an arbitrary and ille- 
gal adminltlration *. Even the privileges of the church, 
held 

' Chron. Sax. p 194. W. Malmef p. tao. H. Hunt. p. 
17*. Hoveden, p. 461. Chron. W. Hemingford, p. ^z. 
Sim. Dunelm. p. 414. Alur. Beverl. p. 137. " Chroo. 
Sax.!) 195 Older. Vital p. 668.- ^ W. Mtkup. isol 
M Paris, p 10. ■^ Chron. Sax. p 194. W. Main, p; 
13'. Anna!. Waverl. p. 136. ^ H.HuDt.f 3,7a. 

W. Maljn p. 131, 123. 
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held very facred in tKofe ago, were a feeble TflmpartCH A P> 
a^infi hii ufurpations '. He feized the temporaUties of V. 
all the vacant bi(hoprics and aM>ieg } he delayed the ap- *— \'---' 
pointing of fucceffors to thofe dignitiefi, that he might ^°^9- 
tiie loiter enjoy the profits of their refcnuc ; he bellowed 
fomeof ihe church-lands in fircperty on his explains aid 
favourite! ; and he openly put to fale fuch fees and ab- 
■ bies at he thought pro)>er to difpofe of. Though the 
murmurs of the ecclefialHcs, which wcfe <jaick]y propa- 
gated to the nation, rofe high againll this grievance, the 
terror of Wiliiam'i authoiity, confinned by the fuppref- 
fion of the late infurreSions, retained every one in fub- 
je£tion, and preferved a generai tranquillity in England. 

The king even thought himfcif enabled to dilturb his 1090. 
brother in the pofTelTton of Normandy. The loofe andlnyaCon 
negligent admini drat ion of that prince had emboldenedof Nor- 
the Norman barons to a(1«3 a great independency ; andinandy. 
their mutual quarrels and dcvallations had rendered that 
whole territory a fcene of violence and outrage *=, Two 
of them, Walter and Odo, were bribed by William to 
deliver the fortreffes of St. Valori and Albemarle into his 
hands ° : Others foon after imitated the example ; while 
Philip, king of France, who ought to have proieacd his 
vaffalin the pofTeflionof hisBef, was, after making fome 
efforts in his favour, engaged by large prefeiKs to remain 
neuter '. The duke had alfo reafon to apprehend danger 
from the intrigues of his brother Henry. This young 
prince, who had inherited nothing of his father's great 
polTeflions bnt fomeof his money, had furnifhed Robert, 
while he was making his preparations againll England, 
with the fum of three thoufand marks ; and in return for 
-fo flender a fupply, had been put in pafteirion of the 
Cetcntin, which con^rehended near a third of the dutchy 
«f Normandy ^. Roibert afterwards upon fome fufpicitm 
threw him into prifon; but finding himfelf expofed to 
invafion from the king of Ei^and, and dreading the con- ' 
junction of the two brothers againft him, he now gave 
Henry his liberty, and even made ufe of hisafTiftance in 
fuppref- 

■ Bftdmer, p. 14- M. Paris, p. 11, * Order. "Vitalij, 
^.67*. •* Chron. 6ax, p. 196. W. M^mef! p. lai. Hove- 
itn, p. ifia. ■ Chron, Sax. p. 196. W, Main p. m. 
Chren. Abb. .St. Petri de Burgo, p 53. *■ T. Rndb, p. j6j, 
W. Gemet. p. 293. Order. Vitalis, p. 665. 
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CHAP, fupprelling the infun'cdions of his rebelliotu fubjeSs. 
V. Conan, a nchburgefs of Rouen, had entered into a con- 

^~^'~'"~' fpiracy to deliver that city to William j but Henry, on 
'"9^ the dete£tion of hit guilt, carried up the traitw to a high 
tower, and with his own hands flung him from the battle- 
ments ". 

The king appeared in Normandy at the head of an 
army ; and affairs feemed to hays come to extremity be- 
tween the brothers; when the nobility on both fidesj 
flrongly conneded by inccrell and alliances, interpofed 
and procured an accommodation. The immediate ad- 
vantage of this treaty accrued to William, who obtained 
pofleffion of the territory of Eu, the towns of Aumale> 
Fcfcamp, and other places : But in return he promifed, 
that he would alTift his brother in fubduing Maine, whidi 
had rebelled ; and that fhe Norman barons, forfeited in 
Robert's caufe, (hou|d be reflored to their eftates la 
England. The two brothers airo llipulated, that en the 
demife of either without ilTue, the lurvivor fhould inhe- 
rit all his dominions j and twelve of the moft powerful 
barons on each fide fworc, that they would employ their 
power to infure the ege3ual execution of the whole 
treaty ^ : A (Irong proof of the great independence and 
authority of the nobles jn ihofeagesi 

Prince Henry, difgufled, that fo little care had beea 
taken of his interefts in this accommodation, retired to 
St. Michael's Mount, a ftrong fortrefs on the coall of 
Normandy, and infefled the neighbourhood with hisincor-- 
fions*. Robert and William with their joint fiarces be- 
iieged him in this place, and had nearly reduCrd him by 
the fcarcity of water ; vihev the elder, hearing of his difr 
trefe, granted him perrauSian to fupply himfdf, and alfo 
lent him fome pipes of wine for his own table. Being 
reproved by William for this ill-timed genetefuy, he re- 
plied, n^tt pall I fuffer my bnfber to- dit §f tbirfi? 
IVbere (ball we find aneiber, wbtn be it gome f The 
king alio, during this Hege, perfwmed an ad of genc- 
rofity,. 

« Order. Vital, p. 690. » Chron. Sax. p. 197. W. Mala*. 

f. iji. HoTcden, p. 461, M. Paris, p. 11. Annal. 
Vaveri p. 137. W.Heming.p. 465, Sim. Duneloi. p. ai6t' 
Eronipton, p. 986. ' Chion. de Mailr. p. 161. " Wi 
Maiin,p.i2i. T.Rudbomc, p. ^. Chron, Abb. Si PeUi 
de Eurgo, p. jj. 
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rofity, which was lefs faitablc to his chancer. Riding C H A P. 
out one day alone, to take a furvey of the forlrefs, he V. 
W£S attacked by two foldiers, and difmounted. One of'^"~v^— > 
them drew his fword in order to difpatch him; when the tog*** 
king exclaimed, Hold, knave! lam the king of England. 
The fol^ier fufpended his blow; and raifing the king from 
the ground, with eipreflions of refpeS, received a hand- 
fome reward, and was taken into his fervice '■, Prince 
Henry was Toon after obliged to capitulate ; and being 
dcfpoiled of all his dominions, wandered about for fome 
time with very few attendants, and often in great po- 

The continued inteftine difcord among the barons was I09'' 
alone in that age deflruQive : The public wars were com- 
monly Ihort and feeble, produced little bloodflied, and 
were attended with no memorable event. To this Nor- 
man war, which was fo foon concluded, there fucceeded 
boflilities with Scotland, which were of no longer dura- 
tion. Robert here commanded his brother's army, and 
obliged Malcolm to accept of peace and to do homage 
to the crown (rf England ". This peace was not more 
durable. Malcolm, two years after, levying an army, 
invaded England ; and after ravaging Northumberland, 
lie laid fiege to Atnwic, where a party of earl Moul»^y*s 
Ifoops falling upon him by furprize, a (harp a3ion en- 
fiied, in which Malcolm was (lain ". This incident dis- 
jointed for fome years the fuccelTion to the Scottifli crown. 
Though Malcolm left legitimate fons, his brother, Do- 
nald, on account of the youth of thofe princes, was ad- 
vanced to the throne ; but kept not long poITellion of the 
royal dignity. Duncan, natural Ton of Malcolm, formed 
a confpiracy againft him ; and being aOilled by William 
with afmall force, madehimfelf mailer of the kingdom °. 
New broils enfued with Normandy. The frank, open, 
remits temper of Robert was ill fitted to withftand the 
interefted, rapacious charader of William, who, being 
fupported bygreater power, was ftill encroaching on his 
brother's pofleflions, and exciting his turbulent barons to 
rebel- 

*■ W.Malffl. p. 121. T. Rudbome, p-afij, Knyghton, 
P'*359^ " Chron. Sax. p. 198. H. Hunt. p. 373, Hore- ■ 
den, p. 462. Chron, de Mailr. p. 161. M. Weft, p. 232. 
" Chron. Sax. p. 199. Hoveden, p. 4.63. W. Hemiog. p. 
464. " Chron. Sax. p. 199. HoTcden, p. 463. 
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CHAP, rebellion agauift him ^. The king, having gone over to 
V. NorinaDtly to fupport his panizaiu, ordered an army of 
*— v—*-* twenty thoufand men to be levied in Eoglaiid, and to be 
*°94- conducted to the fea-coail, as if they were inftamly to be ' 
embarked. Here Ralph Ftambard, the Icing's mititftcr, 
and the chief inftrument of his extortioM, csa^ed ten 
Ihinings a-piece from them, In lieu of their fervice, and ' 
then difmilTed them into their feveratcountiei '^ Tbit- 
money was fofkilfiiliy employed by William, that it ren-- 
deted him better fervicc than he could have eapeded from 
the army. He engaged the French king by new prc- 
fents '■ to depart from the protection of Robert; and he 
daily bribed the Norman barons to defert his (ervtce * : 
But was prevented from puthir^ his advantages againft 
the duke, by an incurftoa of the Welfh, which oUiged 
bim to return into England ^. He found no difficulty to 
repel the enemy ; but was not able to make any confWle- 
rable impreflion on a country, guarded by its ooountainous 
fiiuation. A confpiracy of his own barons, which was 
dete^ed at this time, appeared a more fertous copccm, 
109;. and cngrofTed all his aiteniion. Robert Mowbray, earlof 
Nwthumberland, Was at the head of this combinttion i 
and he engaged in it the coont d'Eu, Richard de Tun- 
brige, Rc«er de Lacey, and muuiy other*. The purpoiie 
of the cODfpiraiort wat to dtlhtcne the king, and to ad' 
Tanceinhisdead, Stephen, count of Aumale, nephew to 
the Conf^ueror ". William's difparch |M'eventcd the de- 
fign from taking efie&, and difcoticerted the tionrpirators. 
Mowbray made (bmc refiftance ; but being takea priroitcr, 
vas attalmed, and thrown into conBoMKBt, where he 
died about thirty years after *. The count d'Eu d«nied 
his cMiGurrence in the plot ; and tejuDify himfelf, fought 
*"*9o. jp ,f,g pjcfencc of the court »r Windfor, a duel with 
Geoffrey Bainard, whoaccufedhim. Butbtung worilcd 
ia the coiiiJjat, he was condemned to be caOntcd* xaA 



' M. Parit, p. 13. Anml.WaVeil. p: 138. <tChnHk- 
Sas. p. 2oi. H. Hunt. p. 373, M. Paris, jk 12. W. 
Hemmg. p. 465. Sim, Duneloi. p. aao. " Chron, Sax. 
p. 201. Annat. Waverl. p. 1391 ^ Hovadaa, p. 4164, 
* Chren, Sal, p. 201. W. Heming. p. 465. '- Hmf 
den, p. 465 Sim. Dud. p 221. ' Chron. Sax. p. ae«, 
ao*. W. Maloef. p. 134. H. Hent, p. ' ' "'" 
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to have his eyes put out ^. WiUiam de Alderi, another CH A P, 
confpiratort wai luppdcd to be treated with more rigoTi V. 
when he was ientenced to be hanged ^. *— s^-— J 

But the noife of theJie petty wars and commotions was ■09'^ 
<juite funk in the tumult of the Crufades, which now en- J|J' *-"'" 
groffed the attention of Europe, and have ever fmce em- ^^^- ■ 
ployed the curiofity of mankind, as the moft fignal and 
moft durable monument of human foliy, that has yet ap- 
peared in any age or nation. After Mahomet had, by 
means of his pretended revelations, united thedifperfed 
Arabians under one head, they ilTued forth From their de- 
larts in great multitudes ; and being animated with zeal 
for their new religion, and fupported by the vigour of 
their new government, they made deep imprefllon on the. ^' 

, eastern empire, which was far in the decline, with re- 
sard both to military difcipllne and to civil policy. Jeru- 
biem, by its fituation, became one of their moft early 
conqueAs ; and the Chridians had the mortification to fee ' 
the holy fepulchre, and the other places, made famous 
by the {H'dence of their religious founder, fallen into the 
pofTelTionof in6dels. But the Arabiansor Saracens were 
fo employed in military enterprises, by which they fpread 
their empire, in a few years, from the banks of the Gun- 

f;es to the Straits of Gibraltar, that they had no leifure 
or theological controverfy ; and though the Koran, the 
original monument of their faith, feems to contain fome 
violent precepts, they were much lefs infeded with the 
fpirit of bigotry and perfecution than the indolent and 
fpeculative Greeks, who were continually refining on the 
Jcveral articles of their religious fyftem. They gave little 
diAurbance to thofe zealous pilgrims, who daily flocked 
to Jerufalem ; and they allowed every man, after paying 
a moderate tribute, to vifit the holy fepulchre, to per- 
form lut religious duties, and to return in peace. But 
the Turcomans or Turks, a tribe of Tartars, who had 
embraced M^^uHnetanifm, having wreAed Syria from 
the Saracens, and having io the year 1065, midethem- 
felves mafters of Jeruulem, rKidcred the pilgrimage 
much more difficult and dangerous to the ChriAians. The 
barbarity of their manners, and the coRfiifl(»is attending 
th^r uolettled goveriUDcnt, eipoTed the pilgritm to many 
infults, 

Y W. Main. p. 1x4. Hoveden, p. 4£6. " Cfaion. 
Sax. p. 204. 
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CH A P. infults, robbcrin, and extortiom ; and thefe zealots, re- 
V. turning from their meritorious fatigues and fufferings, fil- 

'*"^'~"'~' led all Chriftendom with indignation againft the infidels, 
■°S* who profaned the holy city by their prelence, and derided 
the lacrcd inyftenes in the very place of their completion. 
Grceory Vll. among the other vaft ideas, which he en- 
unaincd, had formed the dtfign of uniting all the wef^ 
tern C brill ians againll the Mahometans; but his exor- 
bitant enierprizes upon the civil power of princes, had 
neattd him (b many enemies, and bad rendered hisfchcmes 
io lulpicious, ihat he was nAt able to make great progrels 
in this undertaking. The work was referved for a meaner 
inArainent, who^ low condition expoted him to no jea- 
li uly, and whofe tolly was well calcolmed to coincide with 
tbc prevailing principles of the limes. 

Peter, commonly called the hermit, a native of 
Amiens in Picardy, had made ihe pilgrimage to Jcrulalem; 
and being deeply affeSed with the dangers, to which that 
a3 of pieiy now expoled the pilgrims, as well as wiih the 
indances of oppreliion, under which the eailern Chrif- 
ti a ns laboured, he entertained the bold, and, in all ap- 
pearance, impraQicable projefl of leading into Afia, 
from ihe fartheft extremities of ihe weft, armies (iifficieni 
to fubdue thofe poient and warlike nations, which now 
held the holy land in flavery and fubjeWion ". He pro- 
pufed his views to Martin II. who filled the papal chair, 
and who, though he was fenfible of the advantages, which 
the head of the Chrifltan religion mull reap Irom a reli- 
ffious war, and (bough he elleemed the blind zeal of 
Peter a proper means tor effcSing the purpolc ', refolved 
not to inter]-.ofe his authority, till he faw a greater proba- 
hiliiy of fuccels. He fummoned a council at Pla'cemia, 
which confifted of four thoufand ecclefiaftics and thirty 
Ihouland feculars ; and which was fo numerous, that no 
hall could contain the multitude, and it was neceflaiy to 
- hold the afliembly in a plain. The harangues of the pope, 
iind of Peter himfelf, reprefenting the difmal fituation of 
their brethren in the caft, and (he indignity, fufiered by 
Ihe Chriftian name, in allowing the holy city to remain 
in the hands of infidels, here found the minds of men fo 
well prepared, that the whole multitude, fuddenly and 



; * Gnl Tyrins, lib. i. cap. n, M. Paii*,'f, 17. b GuL 
Tyrius, lib, 1. cap. 13. 
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violently, dcclved for the war, and folemnly devoted C HA P. 
themfclTcs to perform this fervice, fo meritorioiK, as they V, 
believed it, towards God and religion. ^— v— > 

■ But though Italy feemed thus to have embraced zea- '°95« 
loufly the defign, Martin jutly thought, that, in order 

to infure fuccefs, it was necefTary (o inlift the greater and 
more warlike nations in the fame engagement ; and hav- 
ing previously exhorted Petri- to vi{it the chief cities and 
fovereiens of Chriftendom, he fummoned another coun- 
cil at Clermont in Auvcrgne '^. The fame of this great 
and pious delign, being now univerfally diifufed, pro- 
cured the attendance of the greatell prelates, nobles, and 
princes } and when the pope and the hermit renewed their 
pathetic exhortations, the whole alTcmbly, ai if impetled 
by an immediate infpiration, not moved by their preced" 
iflg; impreflions, exclaimed with one voice. It U tog will 

•of God, It h tbe tuill of GtJ : 'Warda deemed fo me- 
morable, and fo much the refult of a divine influencff 
that they were employed a> thefignal of rendezvous and 
battle in all the future exploits of thefe adventurers '*. 
Men of all ranks Bew to arms with the utmofl ardour } 
and an exterior fymbol too, a circumllance of chief mo- 

' ment, was here chofen by the devoted combatants. 
The fign of the crofs, which had been hithertd lb mudi 
revered among Chriftians, and which, the more it was an 
obje3 of reproach among infideb, was the more raflitm- 
alely cherifhed by them, became the badge of union, 
and was affixed to their right ihoulder, by all who inlifted 
themfelves in this facrcd warfare *. 

Europe was atthis time funk into profound igiioraiice 
and fuperftition : The ecclefiaftics had acquired die sea- 
ted afcendant over the human mind: The people; who, 
being little reftrained by honour and Icfe by law, aban- 
doned themfelves to the worft crimes and diforder^ knew 

■ of no other expiation than the obfcrvances impofed on 
them by their fpiritual paflon : And it Was eafy to repre- 
fent the holy war as an equivalent for all penances ', and 

■ an atonement for evm viol^ion of juftice and humanity. 
But amidll the abiea fuperftition, which now prevuled. 

Vol. I. : S the 



*^ Condi, torn. x. Concil. Clarom. Matth. Paris, p. 16. 
W. Weft. p;a3J.' " Hiftoria Bilk Sacri, tom.i. Mttf«i 
lul. ■ Hift, BeU.Sacri,,toin.i, Muf. lul. Order. Vital. 
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CHAP- the miliury fpirittlfohxi snivcdidly diffiifeditrelfv.snd 
V. thouf^ not fupported by in or difcipline, was become 
*''^>r^^ the general p&llion of the ualiom, gorerncd bv (he feudal 
1096. lav. All th« great lords ponrcQed the right of peace and 
war : They were engaged in continue hofltlitiet with 
each othf r : The open countiy was become a fcene qf 
outrage and diforder : The cities, ftill mean and poor* 
. were neither guarded hy walls, nor proteSed by privi- 
loes) and were e^wted to each infult: Every man was 
oUi^ to depend for fafety on hU own force> or bb pri- 
vate alliances; And valour was the only czoellence, 
viatih wu held in eft^emi ot gavQ one man the pre-emi- 
nence above another. /When all the particular fuperfli- 
tioM) therefore, were here united in one great objed> 
the ardour for private he^ilitiet took the fame diredioo ; 
and Europe, impeUed by its two ruling pallions, was 
hxifened, aa it were, from its foundations, and feemed to 
ftrenpitats itfelf in on« united body upon the eafl. 

Aiu orders of men, deenUiK the crufad«9 the only 
road to heaven, inUfted theml<uy«t under thefe facred 
banners, and were impatient to open the way with their 
(word to the holy city, Kobl^, artizans, peafants, even 
priefis '^ (nrolled their names ; and to decline this meri- 
twieu* Service was branded with the reproach of im- 
siety, or what perhaps was eHeemed fttll more difgrace- 
iul, of cowardice and pufillanimity ". The infirm and 
. aged contributed to the expedition by prefents and mo- 
ney ; and many of them, not fatisfied with the merit of 
this atonement, attended it in perioni and were deter- 
i^oitmi, if pollible, to breathe their laii, in Hgbt of that 
aty v^Mrc their Saviour had died fer them. Women 
.tfaMn(dvct, concealing their fex under the dlfguife of 
-mnour, attended the camp; and conmonly forgot flill 
mwe die duty of their fex, by {voftttuting themfclvcs 
withaiM r«ferve, to the army >. The greatefl criminals 
wfre forward in a fervice, which they regarded as a 
propKiation fm all crimes ; and ibit tnm en^mous dif- 
. mm were, durii^ tbc coorfe of ^fe expeditions, coai'- 
.taituAkif meqctiure4 tuwidEedaefs, cncouriwed by tx~ 
«mpte, and impelled by niceflity. The multftttde of the 
adveo- 

* Ofder. Vital, k 7x01 ^ W. h&lm. pi Ml- * VmoL 
HilLikaicT. dcUdtc, vol. i. 11.46. ' 
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adventurers foon became fo great, that their taore f^- C H A P. 
gacioiu leaders, Hugh count de Vermuidois, brother to V. 
the French king, Raymond count of Tholoufe, Godfrey '""J'^^ 
of Bouillon, prince of Brabuii, and Stephen count of .*^9*' 
Bloii ^, became apprehenTivc left the greatnels of the 
armament itfelf would difappoint its purpofe ; and they 
permitted an undifclplined multitude, computed at 300,000 
men, to go before them, under the command of Peter 
the hermit, and Walter the moneylela *-. Thefe inea 
took the road towards Conftantinople tlirough Hungary 
and Bulgaria ; and tniding, that heaven, by fuperna- ■ 

tural afliftance, would fupply all their necelEties, they 
made no provifion fot fuUiftence on their march. They 
fopn found themfelres obliged to obtain by plunder v/hat 
they had vainly expeded froni miracles ; and the ienrag' 
ed inhabitants of die countries through which they pa& 
led, gathering tc^ether in arms, attacked the diforderly 
multitude, and put them to Haunter without rellflanGei 
The more difciplined armies followed after ; and pafling 
the llraits at Conftantinople, they were muftercd in the 
plains of Afia, and amounted in the whi^e to the num- 
ber of 700,000 combatants ". ■ - 

Amidst this univerfal frenzy, which fpread itfelf by 
contagion throughout Europe, efpecially in France awl 
Germany, men were not entirely foi^cchil of their prc- 
, fent imerells ; and both thofe who went on this expedi- 
tion, and thofe who ftaid behind, entertained fchemes of 
gratifying, byitsmeans, their avarice or their ambition. 
The nobles who inlided thcmfelves were moved, fro)9 
the romantic fpirit of the age, to hope for ^opulent , efta- 
blifhments in the eaft, the chief feat «f arts and com* 
mercf during thofe aces; and in purfuit of thefe chime- 
rical projeSs, they fold at the lowefl price their antient 
£aftle« and inheritances, which had now loft all value i* 
theireyes. The greater princes, who remained at home, 
befides eftablifhtng peace in their dominic»ia by giving 
occupation abroad to the inquietude and martial difpofi- 
tJOD of their fubje3», took the oppor^uaity of i^naexing 
to their crown many confiderable iieft, either by pur- 
chafe or by the extindion of the heirs. The pope fre- 
.^ently tinned tbcwalof th« oiil^det from t^ i«ftdels 
: S 2 agaiaft 

K ^ioL Ihttelin. p. tax. ^ Matib. Faris, jf. 17. ^ttl. 
p. to, 21, 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



46p HISTORY OF ENGL AN IX 

C'H A P. agatnft his own encmiea, whom he rcprefented as M^uaHjr 
^ V. criminal with the enemies of Chrift. The conventi and 
*-*^^^-' other religious focieties bought the poITeirions of the ad- 
tog6. venturers ; and as the contributions of the faithful were 
commonly entnifted to their management, they oiten di- 
Tcrtcd to this purpofe what was intended to be employed 
itgainft the infidels ". But no one was a more immediate 
gainer by this epidemic fury than the kii% of England, 
who kept aloof from all connexions with thofe faiutical 
and romantic warriors. 
Aeqnifid- ■ Robert, duke of Nonnandy, impelled by the bra- 
o" « Very and miftaken generofity of his fpirit, had early in- 

Normaiv- lifted himfelf in the crufade ; but being always unprovid- 
^' ed of money, he found, that it would be impra3icable 

kt him to appear, in a manner fuitaUe to his rank and 
ftation, at the head of his numerous valTals and iubjeets, 
who, tranCported with the general rage, were determined 
to follow him into Afia. He refolred, therefore, to 
mortgage, or rather to fell his dominions, whidi he had 
bo talents to govern ; and he offered them to his brother 
William for no greater fum than ten thoufand marks **. 
The bargain was foon concluded: The king raifed (he • 
imoney by violent extortions on his ful^e^ of all ranks, 
ev«n on the convents, who were obliged to melt their " 
plate in order to fiimilh the quota demanded of them ' : 
.He was put in pofleflion of Normandy and Maine : And 
Robert, providing himfelF of a magnificent train, fet out 
for the holy land, in purfuii of glory, and in full confi- 
dence of fecuring his eternal falvation. 
' The fmallnefs of this fum, with the difficulties which 
William found in raifnw it, fuffices atone to refute the 
kccount, which is hecdiclshr adopted by hilloriam, of the 
enormoas revenue of the Conqueror. Is it credible, that 
Robert would confign into the rapacious hands of his bro- 
ther fueh confideratrie dominions, for a fum, which, ac- 
cording to that account, made not a week's income of his 
father's £nglifli revenue alone ? Or diat the king of En^ 
.land could not on demand, without opprcJEng bisfubjeds, 

have 

H PadrePaoloIM.dellebener.eccleGi&.p.ia8. <■ W. 
Mabn.p. lat. Chroo. T. Wjkn, p. 14. AnnaL Waved, 
p^ 139. W. HemtDg. p. 467^. Flor. Wig. p. 648. &». 
I>itbdin. ^. na, Knyg^toDi'p. 2564. ^ Eidoicr, p. 35. 
W. Malm. p. tty W, HemtDg. p. 467. ' 
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have been able to pay him the money? TheConqueror,CH A P- 
it is agreed, was frugal as well as rapacious ; yet his trea- V. 
fure, at htsdeathf exceeded not 60,000 pounds, which'" "«"-'• 
would fcarcc have been his income for two monthi: 109^ 
Another certain refutation of that exaggerated account. 

Thi fury of the crufades, during this age, lefs in- 
fe&ed England than the neighbouring kingdoms; pro-. 
baUy bccaufe the Norman conquerors, finding their fettle- 
mem in that kingdom flitl fomewhat precarious, dared 
not to abandon their own houfes, inqueflof diflant ad- 
ventures. The fclfifti imereded humour alfoof the king, 
which kept him from kindling in the general flame, 
checked its progrefs among his fubjeSs; and as he is ac- 
cufcd of open profaneneTs '^ and was endowed with a 
fiiarp wit ^, it is likely that he made the romantic chi- 
valry of the crufades the objcd of his perpetual raillery. 
Ai an inftancc of his irreligion, we are told, that he once 
accepted of lixty marks Jrom a Jew, whofe eldeft fon had; 
been converted to Chriflianity, and who engaged him t^ 
that prefent to aOifl him in bringing back the youth to 
Judaifm. William employed both menaces and pcrfua- 
uon to that purpofe ; but finding the new convert oblli- 
nate in his futh, he fent for me Either, and told him, 
that as he had not fucceeded, it was not juA that be Ibould 
keep the prefent ; but as he had done his utmofl, it was 
but equitable that he fhould be paid for his pains ; and he, 
would therefore onlyreiain thirty marks of the money \ 
At another time, it is faid, he fent for fome learned 
Chriftian theologians and Tome rabbies, and bade them 
fairly difpute the queflionof theirreligioninhisprefence; 
He was perfectly indifferent between them, had his ears 
open to rcafon and convidion, and would embrace tha^ 
dodrine, which upon comparifoa (hould be found fup- 
ported by the moft folid arguments '^. If this Aory be, 
true, it IS probable that he meant only to amufe himfelf 
by turning both into ridicule^ But we muA be cautious 
of admitting every thing related by the monkilh hiflo- 
rians to the oifadvantage of this prince ; He had the mis- 
fortune to be engaged in quarrels with the ecdeliaftics, 
puticalarly with Anfelm, commoi^ called St, Anfelin, 
arfhr 

'^G. Nenfar. p. 35S. W. Gemet. p. 29a. " W. \&Uid: 
f.- laa.' » Eadmer, p. 47. J W. mim- p. 1*3. :' 
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CHAP, trchbiflu^ of Canterbury ; and it is no wonder his me- ' 
V.' mory Qkould be blackened by the hillorians of that order. 
^^v~ — -^ After the death of Lanfranc, the kJrg, for feveral 
^ogfi. yttn, retained in his own hands the revenues of Canter- 
Qpanei bury, as he did thofe of many other vacant bifhoprics ;. 
with All- jjy, fJlingintoa dangerous illnefs, he was feized with 
^''''' "* remorfe, and the clergy reprcfcnted to him, that he was 
'"'''*'^' in danger of eternal perdition, if before his death he did 
not make atonement for thofe multiphed impietie; and 
facrileges, of which he had been guilty ". He refolved 
tkereforc to fuppty inftantly the vacancy of Canterbury ; 
and for thai purpofe he fent for Anfelm, a Piedmontefe 
by binh, abbot of Bee in Normandy, who was much 
celebrated for his learning and devotion. The abbot re- 
ftifed eamcftly the dignity, fell on his knees, wept, and 
entreated the king to change his purpofe ^ ; and when he 
fetmd the prince obflinate in forcing the paftoral ftaff up- 
on him, he kept his RA (o faft clenched, that it required 
the utmoll violence of the byeftanders to open it, and 
farce him to receive that enfign of fpiritual dignity ■*■. 
William foon^er recovered his health; and his paflions 
regaining their ufual force and vigour, he returned to 
his former violence and rapine ^, He deraitied in prilon 
feveral perfbns whom he had ordered to be freed during 
die time of his penitence ; he (lill preyed upon the cc- 
defiaflical benefices ; the fale of fpiritual dignities con- 
tinued as open as ever ; and he kept pofleffion of a con- 
Cderable part of the revenues belonging to the fee of 
Canterbury *, But he found in Anfelm that perfever- 
ing oppofition, which he had reafon to enpeH horn the 
oftentatious humility, which that prelat« bad difplayed in 
refiifing his promotion. 

Tki oppofition of Anfelm was the more dangerous on 

account of the charader (^ piety, which he focn ac< 

quired in England, by his great zeal againfl ^l abufes, 

particularly thofe in drefs and ornament. There was 

a mode, 

" Eadmer, p. i«. Cbron. S<ol p- «9*- H. Hunt. p. 
ijy. ilovede*, p. 4.63. B4 Parii, p. la. Annal. WxthL 
.f. 4.38. T. Rudb. p. 364. Flor. Wigora. p. 645. Sim. Du- 
nclm. P-2I7. Diceto, p.490. ^ Eadmer, p. 17. Dice- 
^.t'^9*- ' E4d*ei, p. i\ r 2 H Hwt. p. 373- 
M-Pan»jp,u. DiccW,p.49+. * £»dwr. p. IS» :4* 
l-hron. Sax, p. 199. 
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. a mode, which, in that sge, prevailed throughout Eu-CHAP.. 
rope, both among men and women, to give an esormoui V. 
length to their flioes, to draw the toe to a (harp point, '" -*! 
and to a(Bx to it the figure oP a bird'* bill, or feme fuch i*")^ 
ornanaent, which was turned upwardt, and which was 
often ruRained by gold or filver chains tied to the knee*. 
The eccleliaftics took exception at this ornament, wfaicfar 
they faid) was an attempt to bely the Scripture, where it 
is affirmed, that no man can add a cubit to his flature } 
and they declaimed againft it with great vehemence, nay 
a{rembled fome fynods, who abfotutely condemned ir. 
But fuch are the llrange contradt^ions in human nature I 
though the dengy, at thi^t time, oould overturn thronet> 
and had authority fufficient to fend above a million of men 
on their errand to the defarts of Alia, they could never 
prevail ^inftthefc long-pointed fhocs: On the contraiy, 
that caprice, contrary to all other modes, maintained its 
ground during feyeral centuries j and if the clergy had 
not St laft de&ed from their Mrfecutioni of it, it might 
ftil) have been the prevailing ftUhion in Europe. 

But Anfelm was more fortunate in decrying the par- 
ticular mode, which was the obje£t of his avortion, and 
which probably had not taken fuch fall hold of the aflfec* 
tions of the people. He preached zealoufly agatnft the 
long hair and curled locb, which were then fafliionaUe 
among the courtiers ; he reftifedthe afbes onJUh^Wed- 
nefday to thofe who were fo accoutered ; and his autho- 
rity and eloquence had fuch influence, that the young 
men univerfatly abandoned that ornament, and appeared 
in the cropt hair, which was recommended to them by 
the fermons of the primate. The noted hiflorians of An- 
lelm, who W39 alio his companion and fecretsry, cele- 
brates highly this eflTort of his zeal and piety ^, 

Wh«n William's profanenefs therefEq-e returned te 
him with his health, he was foon engaged in controvei^ 
Ties with this aultere prelate. There was at that time a 
fchifm in the church, between Urbto and Clement, who 
both pretended to the papacy " ; and Anfelm, who, as 
abbot of Bee, had already acknowledged the former, was 
determined, without the king's oDnfent, to introduce his 
authority 

- " Older. VitaK p. 6Sa. W. MahncC p: 113- Kftygboh, 
p. 2369. 5 Eadmer, p. 33. " Hevcdcn, p. 4(3. 
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CHAP, luthority into England". WUliam, who, imiiatirg hi» 
V. father's example, had prohibited his fubjeQs from re- 
*— v~^ coKniztng any pope, whom he had not previoufly receiv- 
109& cd was enraged at this pretejifion ; and fummoned a 
fynod at Rockingham, with anintemion of depofing An- 
lelm ■ but the prelate's fuffragsns declared, that, without 
the DMial authority, they knew of no expedient for in- 
fliSing that punifhment on their primate '. The king 
wasatlaft engaged by other motives to givethepr^erence 
to Urban's title j Anlelm received the pall from that pon- 
tiff- and matters fecmed to be tolerably well compofed 
between the king and the primate °, when the quarrel 
bfdceout afrefh from a new caufe. William had-under- 
takcn an expedition againft Wales, and required the arch- 
bifhop to furnifli his quota of foldiers for that fervice i 
but Anfclm, who regarded the demand as an oppreflion 
on the church, and yet durft not refufe compliance, fep.t 
them To miferaUy accoutered, that the king was extreme- 
ly (Ufpleafed, and threatened him with a profecucion **. 
Anfelm, onthe other hand, demanded pofitively, that al| 
the revenues of his fee {hould be reftorcd to him ; appeal- 
ed to Rome againft the king's injuftice ' ; and affaira 
caroe to fai* extremities, that the primate, 6nding it - 
dangerous to remain in the kingdom, defired and ob- 
tjuned the king's permiffion to retire beyond fea. All 
his temporalities were confifcated * ; but he was received 
with great refpeS by Urban, who confidered him as a 
martyr in the caufe of religion, and even menaced the 
king, on account of his proceedings againft the primate 
and the church, with the fentence of excommunication. 
Airfelm affifted at the council of Bari, where, btfidet 
fixing the conuoserfy between the Greek and Latin chur- 
ches, about the proceffiOT of the Holy Ghoft \ the right 
of ele£Hon to church preferments was declared to belong 
10 the clergy alone, andfpiritual cenfjires were denounced 
againft all ecclefiaftics, who did homage ■ to laymen for 
Iheit fees or benefices, and on all layipen who ejLaQ^d 

it. 

B Eadnjet, p. aj. M Paris, p. 15. Diceto, ^ 494. 
3pelm.Conc. vol. ii. p 16. •■ Eadmer, p. 30. Diceto, 
p 405. " Eadmer, p. 37, 43. ' Eadmer, p 40. 

'' M. Paris, p. 13. Pafker, p. 178. ^ Ead*er, p. <?. 
-M.Pat^, p 13.' Sim. Dun. p. 224. • 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



WILLIAMRUFUS. 165 

it". The rite of homage, by the feudal cuftomt, was^CH Ap. 
that ihe vaffai fliould throw himfelf on his knees, fliouM V, 
put his joined hands between ihofe of his fuperior, and"""*-""^ 
fliculd inihaEpcfture fwear fealty to hinx "*. But the ***9^ 
council declared it execrable, that pure hands, which 
ccuid create God, and could offer him up as a facrtfice . 
for the falvation of mankind, (hould be put, after this 
humiliatit^ manner, between profane hands, which, 
befides being inured to rapine and bloodshed, were em- 
ployed day and night in impure purpofes and obfcenecon- 
ta^s^. Such were the reafonings prevalent in that age; 
reafonings, which, though they cannot be palTedover in 
lilence, without omitting the mott curious and, perhaps, 
not the leaA inllrudive part of hiAory, can fcarce be de- 
livered with the requifite decency and gravity. 

The ce0ion of Normandy and Maine by duke Robert 1097. 
increafsd mightily the king's territories ; but brought him. 
no great Jncreafe of power, becaufe of the unfettled ftate 
of thefe countries, the mutinous difpofition of the barons, 
and the near neighbourhood of the French king, who 
/upported them in all their infurreSions. Even Helie, 
loid of la Fleche, a fmall town in Anjou, was aWe to 
give him inquietude ; and this great monarch was obliged 
to make feveral expeditions abroad, without being able 10 
prevail over fo petty a baron, who had acquired the con- 
fidence andaffeSions of the inhabitants of Maine.- He 
was, however, fo fortunate,as at laft to take him prifoner 
in a rencounter; but having releafed him, at the inter- 
ceflion of the French king and the count d' Anjou, he 
found the province of \4aine flill expofed to hit intrigue* 
and incurfions. Helie, beirg introduced by the citizens 
into the town of Mans, befieged the garriftn in the cita- 
del ; and William, who was hunting in the new foreft, 
when he recei¥;ed this intelligence, was lb provoked, that 
he immediately turned about his horfej and galloped to 
the fea-ihore at Dartmouth i declaring that he would not 
flop a moment' till he had taken vengeance of this oEFence. 
He found the weather fo cloudy and tempefloous, thaCthe 
mirincrs pronounced it dangerous to put to felT; but the 
kine burned onboard, andorderedthemtofct failinftant- 

*■ M Paris, p. 14. *" Spelman, Du Caoge, in vwli. 
Htmnmm. ° W. Heming p. 467, Flor, Wigorn. p. 64.9, 
Cim. Dunehn. p. 224. Brompton, p 994. 
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C H A P, ly ; lelling ihem, that thej- iw»er yet heard of a king 

V. that was drowned '. By thisTtgour and celerity, he de- 

V'"^'"""' livered the citadel of Mans from its prcfent danger ; and 

*''99- purfuing Helie into his own territories, helaidflege to 

Majol, a fmatl caflle in thofc parts : But a wound, which 

**°**- he received in the aflaulr, obliged lum to raife the fiege; 

and he returned to England. 

The wcaknefs of the greatcft monarch), during this 
age, in their military expeditions againft their ncarefl 
neighbours, appears the more furprizing, when we con- 
fider the prodigious numbers, which even petty princes, 
feconding the emhufiadic rage of the people, were able 
to aflemble, and to condud in daneerous enterprizes to 
theremote provinces of Afia, William, earl of Poitiers 
and duke of Guienne, enfiamed with the glory, and not dif^ 
couragcd by the misfortunes, which had attended the for- 
mer adventurers in the crufades, had put himfelf at the 
bead of an immenfe multitude, computed by fome hif- 
lorians to amount to 60,000 horfe, and a much greater 
number of foot '^ , and he propofed to lead them into 
the holy land againit the inBdels. He wanted money to 
forward the preparations rcquifite for this expedition, and 
be offered to mortgage all his dominions Co William, 
without entertaining any fcruple on account of that ra- 
pacious and intquiious hand, into which he refolved to 
confign them \ The king accepted his offer ; and had 
prepared a fleet, and an army, in order to efcort the mo- 
ney, and take polTellibp of the rich provinces of Guienne 
and Poi3cu ; when an accident put an end to his life, 
sdAa- and to all his ambitious proje^s. He was engaged in 
juft. hunting, the fole amufement, and indeed the chief- occu- 

pation of princes in ihofe rude times, when fociety was 
little cultivated, and the arts afforded few objeSs wcothy 
of attention. Waller Tyrret, a French gentleman, re- 
markable for his addrefs in archery, attended him in this 
recreation, of which the new tored was the fccne; and 
as William had difmounted after a chace, Tyrrel, impa- 
tient to Ihew his dexterity, let fiy an arrow at a flag, whicb 
(iiddenly flarted before him. The airow, glancing from 
a tree, 

>• W. Malm, p- 134. H. Hunt. p. 378, M Paris, p. y6, 
Ypod. Neuft. p. 44a. '*.W. Malm, p. 149. Tile whole is 
iaid by Order. Vital p. 789* to mount to joo,Q09 mcB, ■■ W 
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« tree, ftnick ihe king in the bre'aft, and ioftantly flewCHAF. 
bim^i while Tyrrel, without informing any one of the V. 
accident, put fpurs to his horfe, hatlened to the fea-flinre, ' — -v-^-~J 
embarked for France, and joined the ciufade in an expe- ii«>- 
<lition to Jcrufalem ; a penanc« which he impofed on^'*'''' 
hitnfclf for this invotuntary crime. The body of Wil- 
liam was found in the forrft by the country- people, and 
■was buried without any pomp or ceremony, at Winchcftcr. 
His courtiers were negligent in performing the lafl dutiei 
to a mailer who was fo little beloved ; and every one was 
wo much occupied inthe imercfting objeft of fixing his 
fuccefTor, to attend the funerals of a dead fovercign. 

The memory of this monarch is tranfmitted tous with ^j elm- 
little advantage by the churchmen, whopi he had offend- rafter of 
ed ; and though we may furpe6t in general, that their aC' Wtlliua 
count of his vices is (bmewhat exaggerated, his condud Rufiu. 
aflbrds little reafon for contraditting the charafler which 
they have afligned him, or for attributing lo him any 
very eftimable qualities. He feems to have been a vio- 
lent and tyrannical prince; a perfididus, ffncrOiching, 
and dangerous neighbour ; an unkind and UT^cnerous re- 
lation. He was equaity prodigal and rapacious in the 
management of his treahiry ; and if lie poffelTed abilities, 
he lay fo much under the government of impetuous paf- 
fions, that he made little ule of them in his adminiflra- 
tton ; and he indulged entirely that domineering policy, 
which fuited his tempfr, and which, if fuppwted, as it 
was in him, with courage and vigour, proves often more 
fucccfsful, in diforderly times, than Uie deepeil forefight 
and moft refined artifice. 

The monuments which remain of this prince in Eng- 
land are the Tower, Weftminfter-iiall, and London- 
bridge, which he built. 'J'he moft I.iudabie foreign en- 
terprizc which he undertook, was the fending Edgar 
Atheling, three years before his death IriEo Scotland with 
a fmall army, to reflore prince Edgar the true heir of 
that kingdom, fon of Malcolm, and of Margaret, fiftCT 
of Edgar Atheling; and the cr.terprize proved fuccels- 
fiil ^. It was remarked in that age, that Richard, an 
elder 

» W. Mahn. p. 126. H, Hunt, p. 378. M. Paris, p, 37. 
Peter. BIcf p, 1 10. ^ Chron. Sax. p. 206. W. Malm. p. 
izz. Hoveden, p. 466, Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, 
p. 56. 
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CHAP, elder brother of William, pcri(hed by an accident !n the 

V. new forefl; Richard, his nephew, natural fon of duke 

^■'~''~~^ Robert, loft his life in the fame place after the fame 
"**°* manner: And all men, uptm the king's fate, exclaimed, 
that, as the Conqueror had been guilty of extreme vio- 
lence, in expelling all the inhabitants of that Urge dif- 
trid, to make room fw his game, the jaft vengeance of 
heaven was rienaUzcd, in the fame place, by the llaugh- 
ter of hit pouerity ''. William yru killed in the thir- 
teenth year of his Teign, and about the fortieth of his 
age°. At he was never married, he left no legitimate 
tlliie behind him. 

Ik the eleventh year of his rei^, Magnui, king ni 
Norwa/T made a defceiu on the i(k of Anelefea ; bat 
was repulfed by Hugh earl of Shrew{bury ". This is 
the laft attempt made by the nenhem nations agunft Eng- 
land. 

CHAP. 

* HoTCdcn. p. 468. Fkw. Wig. p. 649. W. Gemet. p. 
296. Sim. Diuiehn. p. aa;. Bronptoa, p. 9^ c w. 
Nklm. p, 127, " Sua, Dunclm. p. 223. 
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CHAP. vr. 

HENRY I. 

Jl>e erufades Acceffion of Henry Marriage of the \ 

king Invafon by duke Robert Aceommodatim -witb 

Rtiert Attack of Narmandy Canqueft of Normandy 

•^—Continuation of the quart tl witb Anfilm, the primatt 

—Compromife witb him Wars abroad—^Deatb 

of prince William Kingifeeond marriage— —Death 

— and t^aratter of Htnry. 

AF T E R the adventurers in the holy war were af- C H A P. 
fembled on the banks of the Bofphorus, oppofite to VI. 
Conftantinople, they proceeded on their cnterprize ; but '— v^— ' 
immediately experienced thofe difGculties, which their "°°- , 
zeal had hitherto concealed Irom them, and for which, ^'J* °™3 
even if they had forelcen them, it would have been almoft "*™' 
impoflible to provide a proper remedy. The Greek em- 
peror, Alexis Comnenus, who had applied to the weflem 
Chriftians fen* fuccour agiinft the Turks, entertained 
hop^, and thofe but feeble ones^ of obt^ning fuch a mo- 
derate fupply, asi ading under his command, might 
enable him to repulfe the enemy : ^ut he was extremely 
aftouifhed to fee hii dominions overwhelmed, on a fu^ 
den, with fuch an inundation of licentious barbariaost 
who, though they pretended friendlhip, defpifedhis fub- 
jcfls as unwarlike, and detefted them as heretical. By 
all the arts of pcdicy, in which he excelled, he endea- 
voured to divert the torrent ; but while he employed pro- 
ftflions, careflTes, civilities, and fccming fenrices towards 
the leaders of the crufade, he fecretly regarded thofe im- 
perious allies as more dangerous than the open enemies, 
hy whom his empire had been formerly invaded. Hav- 
ii^ efieduated that difficult point of difembarking them 
fafely in AHa, he entered into a private correfpondence 
with Soliman emperor of the Turks ; and pradifed every 
infidious art, which his genius, his power, or his (ituation 
enabled him to employ, for difappointing the enterprize, 
and difcouraging the Latins from making thenceforward 
any fuch prodigious migfations. His dangerous policy 
was feconded by the diforders, infeparable n'om fo vaft a 
multitude^ who were not united under one head, and 
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CHAP, were conduced b^ leaders of the moft independent, in- 
Vt. nadable fpirit, unacquainted with military difciplitie, and 

' — '^—^ ftill mwe enemies to civil suchority and fubmiOion. The 
iioo. fcarcity of provifions, the exccfles of fatigue, the in6u- 
ence of unknown climates. Joined to the want of con- 
.cert in their operations, and to the fword of a warlike 
enemy, deflroyed the adventurers, by tboufands, and 
would have abated the ardour of men, impelled to war 
by lefs powerful motives. Their zeal, however^ their 
bravery, and their irreliftible force ftill carried them for- 
ward, and continually advanced them to the great end of 
their enterprizes. Atter an obAinate fiege, they took 
Nice, the feat of the Turkiih empire ; they defeated 
Sotiman in twogreat battles; they made themfelves maf- 
lers of Antioch ; and entirely broke the force of the 
Turks, who had fo long retained thefe countries is fub- 
je£tion. The foldan of £gypt, whofe alliance they had 
hitherto courted, recovered, on the fall of the Turkib 
power, his former authority in Jcrufatem; and informed 
ihem by bis amba{radc^, that, if they came difarined to 
that city, they might now perfotm their religious vou'S, 
and that all Chrillian pilgrims, who (hould thenceforth 
vilit the holy fepulchrc, might expeA the fame good 
treatment, which they bad ever received from hispie- 
^teceflbrs. The offer was rejc3ed ; the foldaa was re- 
quired to yield up the city, to the Chrilliana j and on bis 
refuliil, the champions of the croT^ advanced to the fiegc 
of Jerufalem, which they regarded as the confummatioo 
■of their labours. By the detachments, which they had 
made, and the difaflers, which they had undergone, they 
.were diminished, to the number of twenty thonfand foot 
and fifteen hundred horfe ; but thefe were ftiU l»rmid»- 
.bte, from their valour, their experience, and the obe- 
dience, which, at the price of paft calamities, tbey had 
learned to pay to their leaders. After a fiege of five week^, 
they took Jerufalem by afTault ; and, impelled by a miij' 
ture of military and religious rage, they put the numeroqi 
earrifon and inhabitants to the fword without difiinSioB- 
Neither arms defended the valiant, nor fubmiiE^n tbf 
timOTOUs: No age nor f«x was fpared : Infants on th^ 
bread were pierced by the Eame blow with their ma- 
ibers, who implored for mercy : Eveo a muUitude, to 
the number <^ ten thonrxnd per fons, who had furrendered 
themfelves [irifeiiers, and were premifed «iuarters, were 
butchered 
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butchered in cool btood by thefe ferocious conqueron'.C H A(- 
Xhe flrects of Jerufalem were covered with dead bodies" ; VL ' 
and the triumphant warriors, after every enemy was fub-*""*""^ 
dued and flaughtered, immediately turned themfelves, *'°'*' 
with the fentiments of humiliation and contrition, to- 
wards the holy fepulchre. They threw afide their arms, 
ftill ftreaming with blood : They advanced with reclined 
bodies, and naked feet and head to that facred moilu- 
ment : They fung anthems totheir Saviour who bad pur- 
chafed their falvation by his death and agony : And their 
devotion, enlivened by the prefence of the place where 
he had fuffered, fo overcame their fury, that they dif- 
(blved in tears, and bore the appearance of every foft 
and tender fentiment ''. So inconfiftcnt is human nature 
withitfelfl And fo eafily does the mod effeminate fuper- 
{lition ally both with the moft heroic courage^ and with 
the ficrceft barbarity I 

This great event happened on the fifth of July in the 
lafl year of the eleventh century. The Chriftian princes 
and nobles, after chufing Godfrey of Bouillon king of 
Jerufalem, began to fettle themfelves in their new cort- 
quefh } while fome of them returned to Europe, in or- 
der to enjoy at home that giwy which their valour had ac- 
quired them in this popular and meritorious enterpiize. 
Among thefe, was Robert, duke [of Normandy^ wIk>, as 
he had abandoned the greatefl dominions of any prince, 
that attended the crufade, had all along dlAinguilhed him- 
felf by the moft interpid courage '', ks Iwell as by that 
afFable difpoGtion and unbounded generofity, which gaiti 
the hearts of foldiers, and qualify a prince to. fhine in a 
military life. In pafling through Italy, he became ac* 
quainted with Sibylla, daughter of the count of Con- 
verfana, a young lady of great beauty and merit, whom 
he efpoufed"; and indulging himfetf in this new paf- 
fion, as well as fond of enjoying eafe and pleafure, after 
the fatigues of fo many rough campaigtis, be lingered a 
twelvemonth in diat delicious climate} and though his 
friends in the north looked every moment for his arrival, 
- none 

• Vertot, vol. i. p. 57. * M. Paris, p, 34. Order. 
yita\. p.-j$6. Diceto, n. 4C^. ^ M. Paris, p. 34. Order. 
Viul. p. 156. " l/C Paris, p. 3;. W. Hemiog. p- 467. 
G.Newteg. p. 338. " W.Malin. p-'iSj. Gil GemeL 
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CH A P. none of them knew when they could with certainty e»- 
VI. pea it. By this delay, he loft the kingdom of England, 

^"'""^'""^ which the great fame he had acquired during the crufades, 

iioo. ^ ^^u ^ Yiia undoubted title, both by birth, and by 

■he preceding agreement with his deceafed brothef* 

would, had be been prd~ent, have, infallibly fecured to 

him. 

Accellran Prince Henry was burning with Rufus in the new 

•f HcDiy. foreft, when intelligence of that prince's death wa« 
brought him; and being fenfible of the advantage, at- 
tending the conjun3ure, he hurried to Winchefter, in 
order to fecure the royal treafure, which he knew to be a 
necelfary implement for facilitating his defigns on the 
crown. He had fcarcely reached the place when Witllani 
de Breteuit, keeper of the treafure, arrived, and oppofed 
himfctf to Henry's preienfions. This nobleman, who 
- had been engaged in the fame party of hunting, bad no 
(boner heard of his mafter's death, than he huftened to 
take care of his charge ; and he told the prince, that this 
treafure, as well as the crown, belonged to his elder bro- 
ther, who was now his foverelgn ; and that he himfelf* 
for his part, was determined, in fpite of all other pre- 
tenfions, to maintain his allegiance to him. But HenrjT 
drawing his fucrd, threatened him with inftant death, if 
he dared to difobey him ; and as others of the late king's 
tetinuc, who came every nioment to Winchefter, joined 
•the prince's paiiy, Breicuil was obliged to withdraw bis 
C^pofition, and to acquiefce in this violence ". 

Henry, without lofing a moment, hadened with his 
money to London; and having afTemhled fome noble- 
men and prelates, whom his addrefs, or abilities, or pre- 
fents, gained to hi» fide, he was fuddenly eleSed, or ra- 
ther faluted king; and immediately proceeded to the eit- 
crcife of the royal dignity. In lefs than three days after 
his brother's death, the ceremonial of his coronation was 
performed by Maurice, biftiop of London, who was 
perfuaded to officiate on that occaHon ' ; and thus, by his 
courage and celerity, he- intruded himfelf into the vacant 
' throne. No one had fufficient fpirit or fenfe of d<iiy to 
appear fo defence of the abfent prince: All men were 
[ feduced or intimidated ; Prefent poffelEon fupplied the ap- 
parent 

o Order. Vital, p. 78a. ^ Ckon. Sax. p. ao8. Otiet. 
Vital, p. 783. 
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psrent deficiencUs of Henry's title, which nas indeed CHAP. 
founded on plain ufurpation : And the barons, as well as VI. 
the people, acquielcedin aclaimi which, though it ccaild^''"^"^^ 
neither be juflified or comprehended, could now, they »i«*' 
found, be oppoied' only through the perils of civil wu 
and rebellion. 

But as Henry eafily foreiaw, that a crown, ufiirped 
againd all rules of juflice, would fit very uofteady on his 
^ead, he refolved, by fair profeffions at leaft, to gain the 
affe^ions of all his fubjeti^. Befides taking the ufusil 
coronation-oath to niaintain ihe laws and execute juftice, 
he palTed a charter, which was calculated to remedy 
^nany (^ the grievous oppreflions, which bad been com- 
plained of during the reigns of his father and brother % 
He there prooufed, that, at the death of any bifhop or 
abbot, he aevpr would feize the revenues of the fee or 
^bey during the vacancy, but would leave the whole to 
be reaped by the fucceflor ; and that he would never let 
to farin any ecdeliallical l>enefice, nor difpofe of it for 
money. After this conceilion to the church, whofe fa- 
vour was of fo great confequencc, he proceeded to enu- 
merate the civil grievances, which he purpofed to redrefs. 
He promifed, thu upon the death of any earl, baron, or 
military tenant, his heir fhould be admitted to the pof- 
feflion of his eAate, on paying a jufi and lawful relief; 
without being expafcd to fuch exorbitant exaStons as had 
been required during the late reigns ; He remitted the 
wacdniip of minors, and allowed guardians to be ap- 
pointed, who fllould be aiUwerabie for the truA : He pro- 
mifed npt ito difpofe of any heireft in marriage, but by 
the advice of idl the barons; and if any baron intended 
tp give his daughter, fifter, niece, or kiniwoman, in mar- 
riage, it (hould only be neceffary for him to confult the 
king, who promifed to take no money for his confent, 
.nqr eyer to refuCe pemifSon, iinlefsthe perfon, to wliom 
it was propofed to marry her, Sioiltd happen to be bis 
enemy : He granted his barons and mlHtary tenants tl^e 
power of beq'ueailiing by wi!l their money or perfohal 
cllates ; and if they neg]e3ed .to make a will, i\e qr(^- 
mifcd, that their heirs fhould fucceed to them: He^ * 

nminced the right of irnpoftflg moneyage, and of levyiiig 
taxes at pleafi^re on tl^ far.9is, v^hich.che hqroiK. r^tf ^"w 
; Vol. I. T in 

*^Chron, Sax, p. ioS. Sim. Dunelm. p. 2x5. Brompton, 
P997- 
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CHAP, in tbdr own hands *■ : He made Tome general prorelttora 

VL of moderating fines ; he offered a pardon-fbraR offences ; 

^-~Nr-*J and he remitted all debts due to the crown : He required, 

iioo. that the vaflals of the barons fhould enjoy the fame privi- 

WeS| which he granted to his own barons; and be pro- 

mifcd a general confirmation and obfervancc of the laws 

of king Edward. This is the fubftance of the chief 

articles contained in that famous charter '. 

To give greater authenticity to thefe conceflions, 
Henry Todgeo a copy of his charter in fome abbey <rf 
each county j as if defu'ous, that it fhoutd be expded 
to the view of all his fubje3s, and remain as a perpetu^ 
. rule for the limitation and dire£Uon of his government : 
Yet is it certain, that, after the prefent turn was ferved, 
he never once thought, durii^ his reign, of obferving 
one fii^le article of it ; and the whole fell fo much into 
iiegle£t and oblivion, that in the following century, when 
the barons, who had heard an obfcure tradition of it 
defired to make it the model of the great charter, which 
they exaded from king John, they could only find one 
copy of it in the kingdom. But as to the grievances 
here propofed to be redrcQed, they were ftill continued 
in their full extent; and the royal authcnity, in all thcfe 
heads, lay under no manner of reflriSibn. Relief of 
faein, fo capital an article, were never effedually fixed 
till the time of Magna Charta ^ ; and it is evident, that 
the general promife here given, of accepting a jufl and 
reafonabls relief, ought to have been reduced to more 
precilion, in order to give fecurity to the fubje3. The 
opprelSon of wardlhip and marriage was perpetuated 
even till the age of Charles II : And it appears from Glan- 
villc*', the famous jufficiary of Henry 11. that in his 



» See Appendix 11. = Matth. Paris, p 38. Hovedeo, p. 
468 Brompton, p. loat. HaguUUd, p. 310. 

■^ Glanv lib, 3. cap. 36. What is called a relief in the 
Conqueror's laws, preferved by Ingulf, feems to hare been the 
herriot J lince reliefs, as well as the other burdens of tbe feu- 
dal taw, were unknown in the age of the 'Confeflbr, whole 
laws tbeie originally were. 

'" Lib. 7 cap 16. This practice was contrary the laws of 
king Edvran), ratified by the Conqueror, as we leam from In- 

Kit, p. 91 But laws had at tluu time vciy little influence 
wer and violence governed eveij thing. 
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time, where any mia died inteflate, an scdderit which C K A P- 
ijnud be very frequent, when the art of writing was fo VI. 
little known, ihe king> or the lofd of the fief, pretended ' — v~-J 
to feize nil the moveables, and to exclude every heir, even ' '°°- 
the childreti of the deceafed : A fure mark of a tyranni- 
cal and arbitrary government. 

The Normans indeed, fettled in England, were*' 
during this age^ To violent and licentious a people^ that 
theymay be pronounced incapable of any true or regulaT^ 
iiberty ) which retfuires fuch a refinement of laws and in- 
flitutionsi fuch comprebenfive views, fuch 3 fentiment of 
honour^ fuch a fpirit of obcdiencci and fuch a facrtfice 
ef private intereft and connexions to public orders as can 
only be the refult of great refleaion and experience,' and 
mud grow to perfe^ton during feverat ages of fettled and 
eftablilhed government. A peeplei'fo infenfible to the 
rights of their fovereign, as to disjoint^ without neccflrty* 
the hereditary fucceHJon) and permit a younger brother 
to intrude himfeif into the place of tbeeldery whom they 
efteemed, and who was guilty of no crinie but being ab^ 
fenti could not expert that that prince vTould pay any 
greater regard to their privileges, or allow his engage^ 
ments to ^tter his power, and debar hini front any con- 
liderable interell or convenience. They had indeed arms 
in their hands, which prevented the eflablifbment of x 
total defpotifni, and left their pofterity fufficient power, 
whenever they fhould attaip a fufficient degree of reafon^ 
to acquire true liberty : But their turbulent difpolitioii 
prompted them frequently to make fuch ufe of their arms, , 
that they were more .fitted to obAruSt the execution of 
juftiee,' than to flop the career of violence and oppreflion. 
The prince, finding, that greater Oppofition was often 
made to him when he enforced the laws, than jwhen he 
violated them, was apt to render his own will and plea- 
fure the fole rule of government, and, on evoy emer- 
gence to confider more the power of the perfons whom 
he might offend, than the rights of thofe whom he might 
injure. The very form of this charter of Henry proves, 
that the Norman barons (for they, rather than the peo- 
ple of England, are chie6y concerned in it) were totally 
ignorant of the nature of limited monarchy, and were ill 
qualified to coriduS, in conjunQion with their fovereign, 
the machine of government; It is an aSt of his fole 
. power, is the refult of his free grace, implies feveral ar- 
T 2 ticks 
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C HA P. tUle* wWdi bind others u well as himfelf, and ii th«t- 
y^ fore aniit to be the deed of any one wbo pofleffcs not the 
^*—*^~^^ whole lefiflative power,' and who may not at pteaAire 
"**•* revoke all his cbnccffions. 

King Henry, farther to encreafe his popularity, de- 
gradied and committed to prifon Ralph Flambard, bifhop 
of Durham, who had been the chief inftniment of op- 
prcflion under his brother ' : But this aGl was followed b;r 
another, which was a dired vio)ati(Hi of his own charter, 
and was a bad prognoftic of his fincere intentions to ob- 
fcrve it : He kept the fee of Durbam vacant for five 
years, and during that time retained poflTellion of ^ its 
revenues. Senfible ol the great authority, which Anftlm 
had ac(]uired by his chara^er of piety, and by the per- 
fecstions which he hod undergone from William, he fe« 
repeated meflages to him at Lyons, where he retideJ, 
and invited him to return and take poffeflron of his dig- 
nities ^. On the arrival of the prelate, be propofed » 
bim the renewal of that homage w^ich lie had done his 
brother, and which had never been refiifed by any Eng- 
lifli bMhop : But Anfelm had acquired other fentimenis 
by hit journey to Rome, and gave (he king an abfduie 
refuTal. He objefled the decrees of the council of Bari, 
at which he himfelf had affifled ; and he declared that fe 
far from doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he wodi 
aot fo much as communicate with any ecclefial^ic '"^ 
ftaid that fubmiflion, or who accepted of inveftitures from 
laymen. Henry, who propofed, in his prefent delic^* 
fituation, to reap great advantages from rfie authonty 
and popularity of Anfelm, dared not to quarrel with him 
by infifting on his demand ^ : He only dclired that the 
icontroverfy might be fufpended ; and that meffengers 
might be fent to Rome, to accommodate matters with the 
-pope, and to obtain his confirmation of the laws and cuf* 

Marriage iwns of England. 

of the There immediately occurred an important atm^ 

kiig. in which the king was obliged to have recourfe to m 
aufh«fity of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of Malcolm m 
-kii^ of Scotland, and niece to Edgir Athelii^, had, M 
her father's death, and the fubfequent revolutions ot tw 



« -CbmB. Sax. p. «o8. W. Mahn. p. 1 56. _'*"f J*^ 
>. 39. Alur. Beverl. p. 144, " "' 
Jer. Vital, p. 783 Matth Pai 
273. z W. Mahn. p. 225. 



-p. 39. Alur. BeverLp 144, ^ Chron' S«. P- 2°* ** 
der. Vital, p 783 Matth Paris, p. 39. T. Rudborae, 1 



■,Gt)Ogle 



H E N R Y I. a?7 

Scotlllh government, been brought to England^ flnd tia- CHAP.' 
cated under her aunt, Chrlftina, in the nnnnery of^ V^- 
Rumfey. This princefs Henry propoted to marry ; but ''"~^' 
as (he had worn the veil, though never taken the tows, *^'**' 
doubts might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of thca&j 
and it behoved him to be very careful not to fhock, in 
any particular, the religious prejudices of his fubjedi. 
The affair was examined by Anfelm in a council of the 
prelates and nobles, which was liimmotKd at Lambeth ; 
and Matilda there proved, that fhe h^d put on the veil, 
not with a view of entering into a religious life, but 
merely in imitation of a ci^Aom, familiar to the Eng-r 
lilh ladies, who proteded their chaftity, from the bnilu 
violence of the Normans, by taking Ihelter under that 
habit', which, amidft the horrible licentioufnels of the 
times, was yet generally revered. The council, fenlible 
that even a princefs had otherwlfe no fecurity for her ho- 
nour, admitted this reafon as valid : They pronoiuiced, 
that Matilda was flill free to marry ^ ; and her efpoufals 
with Henry were celebrated by Anfelm with great pomp 
and folemnicy'^. No ad of the king's reign rendered him 
equally popular with his Englifh fubjcds, and tended 
more to eftablifh him on the throne. Tho* Matilda, 
during the life of her uncle and brothers, was not heir d 
of the Saxon line, Ihe was become very dear to the Eng- 
lilhon account of her connexions with it: And that peo* 
pie, who, before the conqueft, had fallen into a kind of 
indifference towards their antient royal family, had felt 
fo feverely the tyranny of the Normans, that they re- 
fleded with infinite r^et on their former liberty, and 
hoped for a more equable and mild adminiftratton, when 
the blood of their native princes Ihould be united with 
that of their new fovereiens^. 

But the policy ana prudence of Henry, which, iflnvali(»t 
time had been allowed for thefe virtues to operate their by duke 
full effed, would have fecured him pofleffi9ii of die Robert. 
«rown, ran great hazard of being fruflrated by the fud* 
den appearance of Robert, who returned to Nomumdy 
about a month after the death of his brother WiHiarn. ^^fy^^ 
He took the podeffion, without oppoikkm, of that 
dutchy ; and immediately made preparations for recover- 
ing 

* Eadmer, f. 57. * QiiL ? Hoved«a, 5.4(58. 
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CHAP.ing England, of which, during his abfencc, he had, li^ 
VI. Henry's iotriguei, been fo unjufHy defrauded. The great 
V— v"**J £une whidi he had atj^uirtd in the Eaft forwarded his 
*'*"■' jpr'tenfions; and Ae Norman barons, fenfible of the con- 
lequcnces, expreSed the fame difcoritent at the ieparation 
of the dutchy and Jcingdom, which had appeared on the 
acceffion of William. Robert de Bel efm, earl of Shfew- 
^ury a^iil Arundel, William de la Wafenjie, earl of 
Surrey, Ariuilf de Montgomery, Walter Giffa^d, Ror 
- bert de Pontefraa, Robert de Mallet, Yvo de Grent- 
mefnil, and many others of the principal nobility ^, in; 
yited EU>bert to make an attempt on England, and pror 
mifed, on his landing, to join him wiiji ^1 their forces. 
Even theJeamcn wo'e affeSted with the gener^ popu- 
larity of his name, and they carried' over to him the 
greatelt part of a fleet, which had been i:quipped to op^ 

Eofe his paflage ^. Henry, in thij extremit/, began to 
e apprehenfive for his life, as well as for his crown } 
snd had recourfe to the fuperftition of the people, in 
order to oppofe their femiment of jufticel ' fie paid 
^ligent court to Anfe)m, wtofe fandity and wifdom he 
pretended to revere. He confulted him in ail difficult 
cmcrgendcs ; fecmed to be governed byliiin in every 
tneafure ; promifed a ftrift regard to ecclefiaAical privi- 
leges ; profefTcd a great attadiment to Rotrie, aiid a re- 
folution of perfevering in an implicit obedience to the 
decrees of cpuncils, and to the will of the fovereign pon- 
tiff. By thefe careffes and declarations, he gained en; 
tirely the confidence of the primate, whofe influence over 
the people, and authority with the barcns, was of th^ 
higheft fervicc to him, in his prefent fituation. Anfelm 
fcrupled not to affure the nobles of the king's finccrity iii 
thofe profefllons which he made, of avoiding the tyran- 
nical and oppreflive government of Iiis father and bro- 
ther"^: He even rode through the ranks of the army, re- 
commended to the foldiers the defence of their prince, 
reprefented the duty of keeping their oaths of all^iancei 
and prognoflicated to them all happincfs from the govern^ 
^nt of fo wife and juft a fovereign "■ By this cxpedi; 
icnt, joined to the influence of the earls of Warwick and 
Mellcnt, 

E Order. Viul p. 785. ^ Chron. Sax p. aog. Hoyedcn, 
p, 469. M Paris, p. 40. Ann. 'Waverl. p 141. Bromptoiu 
g. 998. Flor. Wtgom. p. 650. « W. Malm. p. aaS- 
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Mellent, of Roger BJgod, Richard de Redvers, aijd Ro- ■" H A P. 
bert Fiii-Hamon, powerful barons, who ftill adhered to ". 
the prefent government ', the army were retained in the* >'"^^. 
king's interefts, and marched, with an appearance of '*°^* 
union and firmnefs, to oppofe Robert, who had landed 
with his forces at Portfmouth. 

The jwo armies lay in fight of each Other for fome Accom- 
day) without coming to a3ion; and both princes, being""?^*^ 
apprehenfive of the event, which would probably 1**I"^ *^ 
decilive, hearkened the more willingly to the mediation**"" 
of Anfelm and the other great men, who oropofcd an ac- 
commodation het ween them. After employing fome ne- 
gociation, it was agreed, that Robert ihould refignhis 
pretenfions to England, and receive in lieu of them an 
annual pen&on of 3000 marks ; that if either of the 
princes died without ifTue, the other (hould fucceed to his 
dominions; that the adherents of each ihould be pardon- 
edi and reAored to all their pofTefTions either in Nor- 
mandy or England ; and that neither Robert nor Henry 
diould thencefc^h encourage, receive, or prote^ the 
enemies of the other", 

This treaty, though calculated fo mudi for Henry's HOl. 
advantage, he was the (irfl who violated. He reftored 
indeed the eftates of ^1 Robert's adherwits; but was 
fecretly determined, that noblemen fo powerful and fo ill 
affe^ed, who had both inclination and ability to difiurb 
his government, fhould not long remain unmolefled in 
their prefent opulence and grandeur. He began with the 1 

earl of Slu-ewfbury, who was watched for fome time by 
Ibies, and then indited on a charge, confifling of forty- 
five articles. This turbulent nobleman, knowiiig his own 
guilt, as well as the prejudices of his judges, and the 
power of his profecutor, had recourfe to arms for de- 
fence ; but being foon fupprelTed by the aSivity and ad- 
dreis of Henry, he was banilhed the kingdom, and his 
great eftate was confifcated *'. His ruin involved that of 
his two brotheni, Arnulf de Montgomery, and R(»;er 
carl of Lancafter. Soon after foUowed the profecution 

an(l 

. ' Order. Vital, p. 783. " Chrrni. Sax. p. 209. W. 

Mahnef p i;6. H Hunt, p- z?3. Hovedeh, p. 469. Oj;- 
der. Vittls- p. 788. " Chron. Sax. p. aip. W Malm, 
p- 156, 157. Hoveden, f. ^6^ Order/ Vittl. p. 806, 807, 
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CHAP, and condemnation of Robert de Pontefra£t and Robert 
VI. de Mallet, who had'diftioguifhed chemfeWes among Ro- 
V — «"*->' bert's adherents '. William dc Warennc was the next 
W*}' vi&n: Even William earl of Cornwal, fon to the carl of 
MoitaignCj the king's uncle, having afforded matters of 
fufpicion a^inft hinii toft all the v;ift acquifittons of his 
family in tnglard ''. Though the ufual violence and 
tytanDY of the Norman barons afforded a plaufible pre- 
tence for thofe profecuttons, and it is probable that none 
of thf fentences, pronounced againfl thefe nobemen, wa> 
wholly iniquitous ; men eafily iaw or conje3ured, that 
(the chief part of their guilt was not the injuftice or il- 
legality of their cocdu^. Robert, enraged at the fate of 
his friends, imprudently ventured to come into England^ 
and he remonurated with his brothert in fevere terms, 
againil the br^ch of treaty ; But met with fuch bad re- 
ception, that he began to apprehend danger to His own 
liberty, and was glad to purchafe an cfcape, by refigning 
his peniion. 

Ths indiferetipn of Robert foon expofed him to more 
fatal injuries. This prince, whofe bi^very and candor 
procured him refped, while at a diAancc, had no fooner 
attained the pofleOion of power, and enjoyment of 

fieace, than all the vigour Of his mind relaxed, and he 
ell into contempt among thbfe who a^proachfd his pCTr- 
. - Ton, or were fubje^led to his auihority. Abandoned al- 
AtW ^^ ternately to diffolute pleafures and lo womanifh luperftiii- 
j ° ~ on, he was fo remifs, both in the care qf his trealure and 
'' the exercife of his government, that his fervanis pillaged 

his inoney withimpunity, dole from him his very cloaths, 
and proceeded thence to praSife every fpecjesof extortioil 
I on his defencelefs fubjefts ''. The barons, whom a fevere 
fldmininrati on alone could have retrained, gave reins to 
their unbounded rapine upon their vaflals, and invete- 
rate an inlofitles againft each other; and all Normandyi 
durii^ the reign of this benign prince, was become a 
fce'ne of violence and depredation". The Normans at 
laftf obferving the regular government, which Uei)rv> 



^ OrdetVitU-p. «o5. v ctron Sax. p, iii W. 
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notwithftanding his ururpcd title, hat} been able to efla-C HAP. 
Wiff> in England, applied to him, that he might ufe his VI. 
authority for the fupprefllon of thefe diforders ; and they ^^-— r~— ' 
thereby afforded him a pretence for inierpofing in the at- *'°3- 
fairs of Normandy^ Inttead of employing his medi- 
ation, to render his brother's government refpeaable, or 
redrciling the grievances of the Normans; he was only 
attentive to fupport his own partisans, and to encreafe 
their number by every art of bribery, intrigue, and 'in- 
finuation. Having found, in a vifit, which he made to 
that dutchy, that the nobility were more difpofed to pay 
fubmilfion to him than to their legal fovereign ; he col- 
le£ted, by very arbitrary extortions on England, a great 
army and treafure ", and returned next year to Normandy, 
in aiituatioD to obtain, either by violence or comiption, 
the dominion of that province. He took Bayeux by 
florm, after an obllinate liege: He made himfelf mafter 
of Caen by the voluntary fubmiflion of the inhabitants : 
But being rcpulfed at Falaife, and obliged, by the winter 
feafon, to raife the fiege, he returned into England ; af- 
ter giving afTurances to his adherents, that he would per- 
ferere in fupporting and proteSing them. 

Next year, he opened the campaign with the fiege of ^ ^'^ 
Tcnchebray ; and it became evident li-om his prepara-^^^''™ 
tions and progrefs, that he intended to ufurp the entire" Jj^" 
poffeflion of Normandy. Robert was at laft rouzed from ^' 
bis lethargy ; and, being fupported by the earl of Mor- 
taigne and Robert de BeUefme, the king's inveterate ene- 
mies, he raifed a confideraWe army, and approached his 
brother's camp, with a view of finifhing, in one decifivC 
faattle, the tjuarrel between them. He was now entered ' 

on that fcene of «£iion, in which alone he was qualified 
to excel ; and he fo animated his troops by his example, 
that they made a great impreflion on the Englifli, and 
had nearly obtained the viflory '^ ; when the flight of 
3ell£fine threw the Normans into dirmay, and occafioned 
their total defeat. Henry, befides doing great execution 
oh the enemy, made near ten thoufand prisoners ; among 
^hom was duke Robert himfctf, and all the moll con- 
' fiderable 

*^ W. Malmef p. 15^ 157. GuL Neubr. lib. 1. cap. 3. 
Chron. St. Petti de Burgo, p. 60 " Eadiner, p. 83. 

* H. Hunt. p. 379. M. Paris, p. 43. Bronipton, p. looa. 

n„jN.«j-vG00glc 



28a HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP fiderablc barons, "who adhered to hi» interefts '. Th(» 
. VI. viflory was fc4lowed by the final redudion of Normandy ^ 
^■"~v~'~' Rouen immediately fubmiiied to ihe conqueror : Falaifc, 
iioo. jijjgj loine negotiation, opened its gates ; and by this ao 
quifition, befides rendering himfelf mafter of an impor- 
tant fortrefsf he got into his hands prince William, the 
only Ton and h«r of Robert : He aCTembled the Hates of 
Normandy ; and having received the homage of all the 
vaQals of the dutchy, fettled the government, revoked 
bis brother's donations, and difraantled the caAles, lately- 
built, he returned into England, and carried along with hftn 
the duke as a prifoner. That unfortunate prince was de- 
tained in cuAody during the remainder of his life, which 
was no lefs than twenty-height years, and he died in the 
calUe of Cardiff in Glamoiganfliire ; happy, if, with- 
out lofing his liberty, he could have rclinquifhed that 
power, which he was not qualified either to hold or exer-i 
cife. Prince William was committed to the care o( 
Helie de St. Saen^ who had married Robert's natural 
daughter, and who, being a man of probity and honour, 
beyond what was ufual in tht^e ages, executed the truft 
with great aiTedion and fidelity. Kdgar Atheting, wha 
had folbwed Robert in the expedition to lenifalem, and 
vho had lived with him ever fvnce in Normandy, was 
another illullrious prifoner, taken in the battle of Ten- 
chebray*^. Henry gave him his liberty, and fettled s 
finall penfion on him, with which he retired ; and h«. 
, lived to a good old a^e in England, tot^y needed and 
ibfgotten. This prmce was didinguithed by pertEi^aj 
bravery i but nothing can be a Arenger proof of bis mean 
talents in every other refpeft, than that, notwithftanding 
he poflefled the affcdioHS of the Englilh, and enjoyed 
Ihe only legal title to the throne, he was allowed, during 
(he reigns of fo many violent andj.ealoiisufurpers, toliv« 
unmoleflcd, and go to his grave in peace. 
«»o7- A LITTLE after Henry had compleated the conqneS 
Continoa- ^f Normandy, and fettled »he government of that prOr 
tionof the T^nce, he finiihed a controvetfy, which had beenlongde>- 
"'1^"^ pending between him and thi pope, with legard to dieiit- 
frlm th"" ^eRiiuces in ecdefiaAical benefices; and thou^ he was 
prini^te obliged to lelinq^uiflj fome of the antient r^hts of the 

crown^ 

' Ejdmer, p, 90. CBrcf- S^ax. p. le*. Ordec Vttal f. 
811. c Cnron. Sax. 'p. 114, Ann. Waved, p. 14&. 
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ci»wii> he extricated himfelf from the difficulty on eafierC HAP. 
terms than moft prin«5, who in that age were fo ilnhap- VI, 
py as to be engaged in dilputes with the apoftolic fee, ^— v— -^ ' 
The Itinff*! fttuation, in the beginning of hii rejgn, ob^ I*"?' 
liged him to pay great court to Anfelm ; and the advan- 
tages which he had reaped from the zealous friendship of 
that prelate, had made hira fenfible how prone the minds 
of his people were to fuperflition, and what ^^ afcendant 
the ecclefialUcs had been able tp affume ^over them. He 
had feen, on the ^cceflion of his brother Ruhis, that 
though the rights of primogeniture were then violated, 
and the inclinations of almoft a|I the barons oppofed, yet 
the authority of Lanfranc, the piimate, had prevailed 
over aH other confi derations ; and his own cafe, which 
Vas ftill more unfavourable, afforded an inlfance, in 
which the dcrgy cou|d fhew more evidently their influence 
and authority. Thefe recent examples, while they made 
hjm cautious not to offend that powerhil body, convinced 
him, at the fame time, that it was extremely his in- 
tcreft, tp retain the former prerogative of the crown in 
filling offices of fuch vaA importance, and to check the 
ecdefiaflics in that in.dependence, to which they vifibly 
afpired. The choice, which his brother, in a fit of pe- 
nitence, had made of Anfelm, was fo far unfortunate to 
the king's pretenfions, that this prelate was celebrated for 
his piety and zeal and aufferity of manners; and though 
his monkilh devotion and narrow principles prognofticated 
no great knowledge of the world nor depth of policy, he 
was, on that very account, a more dangerous inflru-' 
ment in the hands of politicians, and retained a' greater 
afcendant over the bigoted populace. The prudence and 
temper of the king appear in nothing more confpicuous 
than in the mani^ement of thii delicate affair ; where he 
was always fenfible that it had become nectffary for him 
torifque his whole crown, in order to preferve the moll 
invaluable jewel of it '*. 

Anselm had no fixiner returned from baniftimeni, 
than his refnfal to do b9ma|e to the king excited a dlf- 
pute, which Henry evaded at that critical jun^ore, by 
promifing to fend a meflenger, in order lo compound 
the matter with Pafcal the fecond, who then filled the pa- 
pal chair. The meffenger, as was probably forcfeen, re- 
■ ' turnejl 
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CHAP, turned with an abMutc rcfufa) of the king's dnnandi ' p • 
VI. and thit fortified by mftny Teafons, which were welt qos- 

^^"-""-^ lifted to operate on the undcrAandings of men in thefe 
no?- ages. Paical quoted the fcriptnres to prove that Chrift 
was the door; and thence he inferred, that all ecdcfiafEics 
mull enter into the church through Chrift alone, not 
through the civil magiftrate, or an^ profane laymen*^. 
" It is mondrotBi" added the pontifi^ " that a fon fliould 
** pretend to beget his father, or a man to create his 
" God : Prieffi arc called gods in fcripture, as being the 
" vicars of God : And will you, by your ibontijiable 
" pretenfions to grant ihera their iovefliture, affuoie the 
" right of creating them '■ ?" 

Bu T however convincing thefe ailments, they coalil 
■ot perfvade Henry to reCgn fo tmp<»iant aprert^aiive ; 
and perhaps, as he was poSeffed of great refiedion ; and 
learning, he thought, that the abfordtty of a man's creat- 
ing his God, even allowing prieHs to be godi, was not 
Hi^ed with the beft grace by the Roman pontiff. But as 
he defired ftill to avoid, at leaft to delay, the coming t« 
any dangerous extremity with the diurch, he perfiud- 
cd AnfeUn, that he Ihould be able, by farther negada- 
lion, to attain fomc compoHiibn with Pifcal; and for 
that purpefe, he difpatched three tnfitops to Rome, while 
Anfelm fent two mefTengers of his own, to be more fully 
alTured of the pope's intentions ^. Pafc^ wrote back tet- 
ters equally pofuive and arrogant both to the Ling and 
primate; urging to the former, that by afiuming tl»e ri^t 
«f inveftiiures, he committed a kind of fpiiitual adul- 
tery with the church, who was the fpenfe of CtviA, and 
who muA not admit of fuch a commerce with any other 
perfon "■ } and infifting with the latter, that the prctcn- 
fixini of kin^ to confer benefices was the iotufx of all 
fimosy I 

' W. Mabn. p. 22^. " Etdmttr, p. £». This lapte 

y fanh^ enforced to p. 75, 74. See sUi> W. Mrin. p. i6j. 

^ Eadmei, p 61. I much fn(be£t, that this ten of fcnp. 
nre is.a forgery of his hoUncfs: For I have aot been able to 
find it. Yet it paSed catrent in thole ages, and wasoften qao- 
led by the clergy as the foundation of iheii power. See E^ft. 
St. Tbom. p. 169- 
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fimony ; a topic which had bat too much foundation in C H A P. 
rfiDfeages°. v_-yLj 

'- Heury had now no othtr expedient than to fupprefs ^ '"^"^ 
the letter addreffed to himfelf, and to perfuade the three *' ''' 
bi(hc^ to prevaricate, and alTert, upon dieir epifcopal 
faith, that Paical had afTured them of his private good in- 
tentions towards Henry, and of his refo)ution not to rer 
fent any future exertion of his prerc^ative in granting in- 
veftitures; though he himfeir fcrupled to give this af- 
furance undo' his hand, lell other princes Ihould copy th« 
example and aflume alike privilege**. Anfelm's two 
mefTengers, who were monks, affirmed to him, that it 
was impotTible this ftory could have uiy foundation ; but 
Jheir word was not deemed equivalent to that of three 
bilhops; and the lung, as if he had finally gained his 
caule, proceeded to fill the fees of Hweford and Salilbu- 
ry, and to invefl the new bilhops in the ufual manner '. 
3ut Anfelm, who, as he had good reafon, gave no cre> 
tin to the afTeveration of the king's melTengers, refufed 
not only to confecrate them, but even to communicate 
with them ; and the bifhops themfdves, finding how odi- 
ous they were become, returned to Henry the enfigns of ' 
their dignity ^. The quarrel every day cncreafed be- 
tween the king and the primate: The former, notwitfi- 
danding the prudence and moderation of his temper, 
threw out menaces againft all fuch as fliould pretend to 
oppofe him in exerting the anticnt prerogatives of his 
crown: And Anfelm, fenfible of his difagreeable and 
dangerous fituation, defired leave to make, a journey to 
Rome, in order to lay the cafe before the fovereign pon- 
tiff^. Henry, well pleafed to rid himfelf without vio- 
jence of ic inflexible an antagonift, readily granted him 
permiHion; and Anfelm fet out on his journey. He wat 
attended to the fea-coaft by infinite multitudes, not only 
monks and clergymen, but people of all ranks, who 
fcrufJed not in this manner to declare for their primate 
againft their fovereign, and who regarded his departure 
as the final abolition of religion and true piety in the 
king- 



p. 64, 66. ■ " Eadmer, p. 65. W, Malm. 
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C H A P. kingdom **i Tlie king, however, confifcated all the re-s 
VI. venues of his fee ; and fent William de Warelwall ta 

' — V- 'negocidte with Pafcal, and to find feme meansof acwiin- 

1 'Oj. modation in this delicate affair '^. 

The Englilh mininer tdd Pafcalt that hb mafter 
would rather lofe hU crown than part with the right of 
granting tnvediiures. " And I," re[Jied Pafcal, " would 
*' rather lofe my head than allow him to retain it °'* 
Henry fecretly prohibited Anfelm to return, unteTs he re- 
fblved to conform himfelf to the laws and ufagcs of the 
kingdom; and the primate took up his relidence at 
Lyons ', in expedation, that the king would at lad be 
obliged to yield the point, which was the prefent objed 
of controverfy between them. Soon after, he was allowed 
lo return to his monaftery at Bee in Normandy ; and 
Henry, befides reiloring to him the revenues of his fee^ 
treated him with the greateft refped, and held feveral 
conlercnces with htm, in order to foften his oppofition, 
and bend him lo fubmiflion % The people of England^ 
who thought all differences now accommodated^ were 
inclined to blame their primate for abfenting himfelf fo 
long from his charge ; and he daily received letters from 
Jlis partixans, reprefeming the neceflity of his Ipeedy re^ 
-turn. T he total extindion, they told him, of rdigion 
and chrlDianity was likely to enfue from the waM of hi& 
fatherly care: The moll Shocking cuAoms prevail in 
England i And the dread of his feverity being now re-- 
moved, fodomy and the pradice of wearing long hair 
gainground.amorgallrar.ksof men, and thefe enormities 
X)pcnly appear every where, without ienfe of flume or 
Lar of punifhment \ 

The policy of the court of Rome has been commhnljr 
much admired ; and men, judging by fuccefs, have b&- 
flowed the higheft eulogies on that prudence, by which a 
power, from fuch flender beginnings, could advance, 
without force of arms, to eftablifh an univerfal and al- 
moft abfolute monarhcy in Europe. But the wifdom of 
fuch a long fuccellion of men, who filled the papal throne, 
and who were of fuch different ages, tempers, and in- 
terefts. 

" Eadmcr, p. 71. ** W. Malm. p. 246. " £adm«, ■ 
p. 73. W Malm. p. 226. M. Paris, p. 40. ^ Eadmer, 
p. 74. M. Malm. p. 426. M. Paris, p. 41. Chron. Dnnf- 
taple, p. 18. ^Hoveden, p, 471. R Eadmer, p,8r. 
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terefts, is not intelligible, and could never have place in C H A P- 
nature. The inflmment, indeed, with which they ^^■ 
wrought) the ignorance and fuperftition of the people, is *-"~v~— ' 
(b grofs an engine, of fuch univerfal prevalence, and fo "''^* 
tittle liable to accident or difbrder, that it may be fuc- 
cefsful even in the mo{l unCkilFul hands ; and fcarce any 
indilcretion can frullrate its operations. While the court 
of Rome was openly abandoned to the moft flagrant dif- 
orders> even while it was torn with fchifins and fadions, 
the power of the church made daily a fenfible progrefs in 
Europe ; and the temerity of Gregory and the caution of 
Pafcal were equally fortunate in promoting it. The cler- 
gy, feeling the necefliiy, which they lay under, of being 
protefted againft the violence of princes, or vigour of 
the laws, were well fJeafed to adhere to a foreign head, 
who, being rennoved from the fear of the civil authority, 
could freely employ the whole power of the church in 
defending her antient or ufurped properties and privil^es, 
when invaded in any particular country: The monks, 
defirous t^ an independence on their diocefans, profefTed 
a ftill more devoted attachment to the triple crown ; and 
the Aupid people poffeffed no fcience nor reafon, which 
they could Opptdeto the mod CKorbitant pretentions. Non- 
lenlc palTed for demonftration : The mod criminal means 
were fandified by the piety of the end : Treaties were 
not fuppofed to be binding where the interefls of God 
were concerned : The antieiM: laws and cuftoms of ftates 
had no authority againd a divine right : Impudent for- 
^rics were received as authentic monuments of antiquity: 
And the champions of holy church, if fuccefeful, were 
celebrated as heroes; if unfortunate, were worfhipped as 
martyrs; and all events thus turned out equally to the 
advantage of clerical ufurpations. Pafcal himfelf, the 
prefent pope, was, in the courfe of this very controverfy 
concerning invellitures, involved in circumftances, and 
neceflitated to follow a conduS, which would have drawn 
difgrace and ruin on any temporal prince, that had been ' 
to unfortunate as to fall into a like fituation. His perfon 
was fcized by the emperor Henry V. and he was obliged, 
by a formal treaty, to refign to that monarch the right of 
granting inveftitures, for which they had fo long con- 
tended *.. In order to add greater folemnity to this agree- 
ment, 

? W. Malm. p. 167. 
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CHAP. mcDti the emperor and pope communicated tt^^her on 
VI. the fame holle ; one half ofwhich was giventothefffincc* 
^~^v~— ' the oihcr taken by the pontiff: The moft tremendous im- 
^'°7- precaiions were pubUdy denounced on either of themwho 
Jhould vioUte the treaty : Yet no fooner did Pafeal recover 
his liberty, than he recalled all hb conoelTiom, and pro- 
nounced the fentence of excommunication againft (he 
emperor, who, in the end, was obliged to fubroit to the 
terms recjuired of him, and to yield up all his pretea- 
fions, which he never could recal ^. 

The king of England had very nearly fallen into the 
fame dangerous iiiuation : Pafeal had already eiccomimi- 
nicated the earl of Mellent, and the other minillers of 
Henry, who were inilrumeiital in fupporting his preten- 
fions ^ : He daily menaced the king himfelf with a lik« 
feniencej and he fufpendcd the blow only to give him 
leifure to efcape it by a timely fubmiflian. The malcon* 
tents wailed impatiently for the opportunity of dilluTbing 
his government by coqfpiracies and infurredions ^ ; T\v 
king's greatefl friends were anxious at the profpcfit of aa 
incident, ubich would fct their religious and civil dutieg 
at variance: And the countefsof Blois, his fitter, a prio- 
cefs of piety, who l)ad great inRuence ^ver him, was af- 
frighted with the danger of her brother's eternal damn»- 
llon ". Henry, on the other hand, feemcd determined to 
run all hazart^, rather than refign a prerogative of fudi 
.importance, which had been enjoyed by all his prede- 
reflbrs ; and it feempd probate, from bis great prudence 
and ability, that he might be able to fiiflain his rights, 
and Anally prevail in the conteft. - While Pafeal and 
Henry thus flood miHually in awe of each other, it wai 
the more «afy to bring about an iKCommodation be- 
tween them, and to find a medium, in which they might 
agree. 
Contpro* Before bilbops took poiTeffion of their dignities, 
mife with they had formerly been ^ccuflomed to pafs through two 
Anlelm. ceremonials : They received from the hands of the fo- 
Tcreign a ring and crofier, at fymbols of their ofSce; 
and this was called their iavf/7f7urf.- They alfo made thofc 
fab- 

"^ Padre Paolo fc^na bfnef. KohC p ) 12. W Malmef. p. 
170. Chron. Abb, Si. Petri de Burgo, p. 65. Sim- Dunelm. 
p. 233. " Eadmcr, p, 79. ^Eadmer, p. 80. 
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Munffiom H> the prince, which wen rehired of ra&it C U A 1% 
by the ritca of tint feudal law, xnd which rcoeiv«il tint VI. 
name of homage. And u the- king mt^ refufc bodi w'""'""*^ 
gram the f'lrv^itorv andtoreceiM the btmagt, tfao'' the >■*?• 
chapict h»^, by feme cinoiti of the middle age, been 
eixkwed with tfae right of elefiioii,. the fortreign had in 
Kallty the felc pimvr cf appointiiig prc^tea. Urbta U, 
had «{iuill}r depnrcd lawmen of the rtghtsoF f^-sating jif 
veflkure and of receiviiig hom^ ^ ; The entpoon ne* 
ver were afate, by all their wars asd negodationt, to nuke 
my idiniadion be admitted betwesn them : The inccrpon 
fittoa of pTD&sc laymen, in any particular, was flUI n* 
frefeoted as iaipkn» and abomiaaUe : And the dturcfa 
cpenlj aljWed to.atot^ tndependesEe on the flate. But 
Henry had p«t England, ai well as Normandy, iti fucfa a 
fituation as gave grcaier weight to fail negotiatioiis ; and 
Pakai was for the prcfent contented wkh hie re%nira 
the right of EfMting intcflhiscs, by which the Ipiritau 
■ligflit^ was tt^pofed to be conferml ) and he aUewed tl» 
bifltops to do bsmage for their temporal pT<^crciei and 
privileges ^. Tfae pontiff waa well plcafed to hsTc made 
this aoquifition, whidi, he bopeil, would itttiine inrctr* 
the «diole: And the king, amioui to procure an ckxot 
&x>m ft very daogcrMB fituation, was contctited to retaia 
Soatt, thourii a more precariouG authority, im the deo> 
tion of preMct. 

AvTZK the principal controTeriy was acaMDmodated, 
tt was not tKffiaik to adjidl tbc other diifercnut. Tfa* 
pope aUauned Anfidm to comnmBOUe with the prehtteB^ 
who hid already received iavcditures from the crows $ 
a«d he oiriy required of them feme &bmiJI>0m Cor theiy 
paft mifconduft ". He alfo granted Anfelm a plenan 
pDVM!r«f reaMdyiflg every fltfaer dibrder, wiiidi, he [aid, 
might artfe from the barbapDufncfi af die 'Coaotry ^. 9udi 
wai t^e idea which dtepepctthenaiKitatned ohheElag* 
liflii mmI SMhing -aui ha a ftrM^er proof of the tnifera* 
tie igaaptBce ia wUch dutt people were then pknge^ 

Vn>uL . V ■ thai 

^ Qvf^nar, ^91. W'Malra.p. ifi}. fiica.' Dmehn. p. ajoi 
* £A4iner, p. 91. W. Malm. p. 164. 227. Hoieden, p. 
471. M. Parts, p. 43. T. Riidb. p. 274. [tiompton, p, 
.HMO. Wilkins, j). 393. . l^nfL JBuaft. p-^u , >* G^lBHt, 
p. 87. ""^ Eadmer, p. 91. ,;;; 
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C It A P. than ^at a man, who ^at on the papal throne, and who 
VI. fubfifted by abfurdities and nonrenle, fliould think himfelf 

*— "V"*^ intitlcd to treat them as barbarians. 
lioj. During the courfe of thefc conlrovcrfiet, a fynod 
was held at Wefhninftcr, where the king, intent only on 
the main difpute, sUowcd fome canons' of lels confe- 
quence to ba enaded, which tended to promote the 
ufnrpatiom of the clergy. The marriage of pricfts was 
prohibited ; a point which it was Ail) found very difficult 
to carry into execution: And eveir laymen- were not al- 
lowed to marry within the feventh degree of affinity'*. 
By this coi^vance, the pope ragmented the pro6(s, 
which he reaped from granting difpenfuions ; atid like- 
wife thofe from divorces. For as the art of writingwas 
dien rare, and parifh regifters were not regularly kept, 
ifwas not eafy to afcertain the degrees of affinity even 
among people of rank ; and ai^ man, who had money 
fulBcient to pay for it, might obtain a divorce, on pre- 
tence that his wife was more nearly related to him than 
was permitted by the canons. The fynod atfo paffed a 
vote, prohibiting the laity to wear long hair ^. The aver- 
lion of the clergy to this mode was not confined to Eng- 
land. When the king went over to Normandy, before 
he had conquered that province, the bilhop of Seez, in 
■ formal harangue, earneAly applied to him to redrefs 
the manifold diiorders under which the government la- 
boured, and to oblige the people to poll their hair in a 
decent form. Henry, though he would not relign his 
prer<^atives to the church, was very willing to part with 
his hair: He cut it in the form which they required 
of him, and obliged all the courtiers to imitate his ex- 
ample *. 

The acquifition of Normandy was a great point of 
Henry's ambition ; being the antient patrimony of hi* 
family, and theonly territory, which, whileinhis po^- 
fion, gave him any weight orconfideration on the continent: 
Buttheinjufliccof his ofurpation was^-thefource df gre« 
uiquietude,involvedhimin frequent wars, and obliged him 
to impofe on his Englifli fubjeQs thofe many heavy and ar- 
Intasry taxesj of which aU thftbilloriaie of ihat age 

■ "Itadmer, p.fiy, 68 Spelm. €onc. voL li. p. m. "^"Ead- 
iMT, p. 68. ^ Order. Vital, p. 8i6. 
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tinanimoiifly Complain*^. His nephew, WiUianl, waaCHAP. 
but fix years of age, when he coihmitted him to the care VT. 
of Helie de St. Saen ; and it is probable, ^hat his reafon ^— *'-— > 
for imrufting that importailt charge to a man of fuch an >io7- 
iinbtemi'Qiedcharader, waS to prevent all malignant fuf- 
ptcions, in cafe any accident ihould befal the life of the 
. young prince. He foon repented him of his choice; butiiio^ 
when he defired to recover potTefTion of William's per- 
fon, Helie withdraw his pupil, and carried him to the 
court of Futk, count of Anjou, who gave him prote^ion". 
In proportion as the young prince grew up to man't eltate, 
he difcovered virtues fuitable to his birth ; and wandering 
through different coilrts of Europe, excited the friendly 
compaffion of many princes, and raifed general indigna* 
tion againfl his uncle, who had fo unjuftly bereaved hint 
bf his inheritance. Lewis the Grofs, fon of Philip, wai 
at this time king of France, a brave and generous prince, 
who having been obliged, during the life-time of his 
father, to fly iiito England, in order to efcape the per- 
fecutions of his ftepmother Bertrude, had been proteaed 
by Henry, and had thence conceived fl peribnal friend- 
{hip for him. But thefc ties werefoon diflfolved after the 
acccffion of Lewis, who found his intereft to be in To 
many particulars oppofite to thofe of the Ertglilh monarch, 
and who became fenfible of the danger attending the an- 
neiationof Normandy to England. Hejoined,therefore, 
the counts of Anjou and Flanders in giving difquiet to 
Henry's government ; and this monarch, in order to de- 
fend his foreign dominions, found himfelf obliged to go 
over ro Normandy, where he refided two years. The 
war which enfued among thefe princes was attended with 
no memorable tranfa£tion, and produced only flight ikir- 
mtfhes on (he frontiers, a^eeably to the weak condition 
of the fovereigns in ihai age, whenever their fubjeQs Vefe! 
not rouzed by fome great and urgent occafion. Henry, by * 
contrading his eldeft fon William, to the daughter of 
Fulk', detached that prince from the alliance, and ob- 
U a ligcd 



° Gadmer, p.' S3. Cbrdn. Sax. p. 211, 212, 313, 219, 
iio, 228. H. Hunt, p 380. Hoveden, p. 470. Aim, 
.Wayerl., p. 143, " Order Vital, p. 837. ' Chron. 
Sax. p. azl. W. MJilm. p. ifio. KflyghtoD, p. 2380. 
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CH AiP'.Ugeddieetben to come to an acconrniodation with him, 

VI. Tbis peace woa not of long duratien. Hii ne^cw 

^-~v-*— ' Willianij retired to the court of Baldwin, earl of Tlan- 

ii*o. dcR, wIm) efpouTcd "his caufe; and ihe Iting ctf France, 

havii^ foon after, for other reafons, joined the party, a 

new war was kiadled m Normandy, wliich produced no 

event more memorable than had attended the Former. 

nXi. Atlatl the death of Baldwin, -who wastlainin an x€ti<m 

near Eu. gave Ibme re(pite to Heniy, and enaUed him 

to carry on war with more advantage sigfuntlhis ene- 



wis, 6ndtiK 
he king "by foi 



fiiom the king by force of arms, had recourfe to the & 
gerous expedient of ^pl^ii^ to t^e fpiritual power, and 
of affording the ecclefiaftics a pretehce tolBterpoTe in the 
teraptffal concerns of princes. He carried voung William 
to a general council, which was aflcmbled at Kheims iy 
fope Calixtus U.preTented the Norman puiice to them, 
complained of the reamifefl ufurpatien and inju'ftice of 
JSdiry, craved the aiTiftance of the churdiforreiftfiating 
the true heir in his dominions* and r^prcreiitcd the enor- 
mity of detaining in prifon fo brave a prince as Tlober^ 
one of tlie m6& eminent chan^pions of the crolk, and 
who by that very quality was placed under ^e immedi- 
ate ,prote£tion of the holy fee^. Hettty knew how to de- 
fend tlie r<ights of -his crown with vigour, ^ad yet wi^ 
dexterity. He had fent over the Snglilh l>i(hop» to this 
Tynod i -but at the fame time had warned them, that, if 
.any farther ckums were {Parted by the p(q>e or tbe ec- 
ddiaAics, he was determined to adhere to the laws anS 
caftoms of EiKland, and maintain theprerc^atives tratd"- 
mitted to him py hisanccflors. " Go,"'faid he to them, 
** (fllute the pqpe in my naffle, hear his apoflotical pre- 
*' c^ts; but take care to bring none of his new invcr.* 
■ ** tions into my kingdom." Finding, however, that it 
~ "would be eafier for him to ehideihan oppole the efforts cf 
Calixtns, hegave his ambafiadors orders to ^in the pme 
andliis favourites by liberal prefeilts and p'roiiufefl. The 
complaints of the Norman prince were thenceforth heard 
with great coldnels by the coundl ; and Calixtus confef- 
JTedt sAer a conference, which be had tbe lame limuner 
with 

^ Ciuwi. -Sax. ff: MS. U. Hunt a. 3&0. Older. "^Ijui. 
p. 843. M.l^uis.p.47. ^ Order, Vital. p.'8s8. - 
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*itN Henry, that, of all men whom he had everyetbcwC BfA t- 
acquainted with, he was beyond comparifon the moftets-' ^^■ 
quent and perfuafive. ~^~'-'. 

The wariike meafureG of Lewis proved as ineffcdual '"^ 
«9 his intrigues. He had hiid a fcheme for' furprifing 
Noyonj but Henry having received intelligence of thp 
defign, marched to the refief of (he place, and faddetj/ 
attacked the French at Andeley, as Ihey were advancing 
to Noyon. A fliarp a3ion eiifued; where Ptipce WIJ- 
liam behaved with great bravery, and the king himfblf 
was in the moft imminent danger. He wv wounded in 
the head by Crifpin, a gallant Norman officer, who had 
followed the fortuhes of William** j but being rather anl,- 
mated than terrified by the blow, he immediately beat h(! 
sntagoniA to ttie ground, and fo encouraged hi» troops bv 
the example, that they put the French to total' rqut, and 
had very nearly taken meir king prifoner. The dignity 
of the pcrfoBS, engaged' in this (kirmife, rendered it the 
inoA memorable a&jon of the war: For in other re- 
fptSk, it was not of great importance- There were 
nine hundred horfemen, who (ooght on borti fides; yet 
were there only three perfona flain. TTie refl were aer- 
fended by that heavy armour, woTn by the cavalry i? 
thofe tinies*'. Ah accommodation loon after enitied 
between t4ie kin^ of France and Enriand ; and the 
intcrefls of young- William were Cnjirwy neglcflted' in 
it. 

Bo-T this public profperity of Henry was mudi overr in^' 
balanced by a domeftic calamity, whjcH befisl hiin- Hfe Death of 
onlyfon, Williain, had now readiedhis rigbtecnth year; prince 
and the king, from, the facility, witb which he hi.mfetf " •llJw't 
had ufurped the crown, dreading, that a Ijkff rcyohiticai 
■might fubyerf his family, h^d ta^cn care to have recogr 
nized fiicccffor by the ftatcs oP the kingdom ", and had 
csrrifid him over to Normandy, in order to receive the 
homage of the barons of that dutchy. Op his retHrn,. he 
fct fail from Barfleur, and was foon carried by a fair wind 
out of light of land. The prince was detained by fome 
acciijent ; ajid hit fajLorSka; yrell as^their can^in, TJift^aas 
F^t^Stephens, having fpfint the interval in dtiiik.in^ 

« H- Hunt. p. 38,1'. SI P«i., p. 4j„ PijWfl, J. KM. 
Brompton, p. 1067. H. Weft. f. jjj. » Onw- Vlw- 
p- 854- ? W. Malm. p. i6j. 
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CHAP, were fo fluftercd, that, being in a hurry to foHowtV 
VI. king, they heedlefsiy carried the Aiip on a rock, where 

^■^"^'~■~' ftie immcdiatety foundered ' ■ The prince was put inio 
*'*"• . the long boat, and had got dear of the (hip ; whenhcar- 
ing the criea of his n^uralfifter, the countcfs of Perche, 
he ordered the fea-men to row back in hopes of faving 
her: But the numbers, who then crowded in, foon funk 
the boat; and the prince with ^11 his retinue pertihed'^. 
Above an hundred and forty young noblemen) of the 
principal fainilies of England and Normandy, were lo(^ 
on this occafion. A butcher of Rouen was the only per- 
son on board who efcaped '^ ; He clung tothemaft, and 
Was taken up next morning by 6fhermen. Fitz-Siephens, 
the captain, took hold alio of the mad ; but being in- 
formed by the butcher, that prince William had perifhed, 
he laid, that he could not furvive the difaAer ; ^nd hf 
threw himfelf headlong into the fea^. Henry entertain; 
ed hopes for three days, that his Ton had put into foni^ 
diHant port of England ; But when certain intelligence 
of the calamity was brought him, he Fainted ^ay ; and 
It was remarked) that be never after was feen to fmilej 
not ever recovered hip wonted cheat ful nefs ''^. 

The death of William may bp regarded, in one re^ 
rpe3, as a misfoflune to the Englifli ; becaufe it was th^ 
immediate foiirce .of thof<: civi| wars, which, after th? 
demife of the kingi ca^ifed fuch confufion in the nation ; 
But it is remarkahle, that the young prince had enter^ 
talned a violent-- averfion to the natives ; and had been 
.. heard to threaten, thai when he fhould be Icing, he would 
piake them draw' the pfough, and woujd, turn them int9 
bealls of burtheij. Thefe prepofrefTion's he inherited from 
his father, who, though he was wont, when it might 
ferve his purppfes, to value himfelf on his birth, as a 
native of England ",. (hewed iritbe coprfe of hisgovem- 
inent, an extreme prejudice againft iliat people. All 
hopes of prefernjent, to ecclefialtical as well as civil dig- 
nities, were deniedl them during this whole reign i an4 
"''■"' :■ , .'\ . ■ ' -any 

f Older: Vital, p., 868. <i.W.Ma]^. p. iiSj. H. Hun^. 
jy 381, ' Hoveden, p.' 476 Brompton, p. ion. * Sim, 
Dunelm. p. 142. Alured Beverl p 148. ^ Order. Vital, 
p. 868 "■ Hov»den, p. - +76 Order Vital p. 869. 

Sim. Donelm. p. 24i.''Alur. Beileifl. p.' 148. * Guj. 
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any -foreigner, however igirer»it or wonhlers, waj AneCHAPj 
to have the preference m every competition ''. As tiw VI 
Englifb had given no (Kllurbance to the government Am'^ *— rv^J 
ing the courre of fifty years, this, inveterate antipathy* MW. 
in a prince of fo' much temper ai well as penetration* 
forms a prefumption that the EngUffa, of that age were lUU 
a rude and barbarous people even compared to the Norr 
mans, and imprefTes 14s with no v^ lavouraUe idea of 
the Ai^lo-Saxon manners. 

Prince William left no children; and the king had 
not. now any legitimate ilTue; except one daughter, 
Matilda, whom, in tiio, he had betrothed, thou^ 
only eight years of age ^, to the: emperor Henry V. and 
whom he had then fent over to be educated in Germany ^. 
But. as her abfence from the kingdom, and her marriage 
into a foreign fapiity, might -cndanget the' fuccefli(»it 
Henry, who was now a widoweri was induced to rbarry 
in hopes of having fons ; and he made : bis addrefles to King's fe~ 
Addas* daughter of Godfrey, duke of LovaJney andcondmar- 
niece of pope CaUxtus, a young priacefs of an amiabJiliiage. 
perlttn*. But Adelais brought hiniiio diUtb-en; andtfae '»*'• 
princtt, who was moil likely to (^pute the ftLcceflion^ and 
even the immediate poETeflion of. the crown, recoteeted 
hopes. of fubvertiDg his rival, whft had faocci&velyleized 
all hia patrimonial dominions. WUliam, the fon of duke 
Robert, was fiiU prote&cd in- the Frem^ court ; vtd ^ 
Hetiry's.conncflionswidi the count of Arjou were br<Jte " ; 
off, by the deadi of his fon,. Fot jauied die party of 
the unfortunate priace, gave him hisi daughter ionar^ 
. -. . . ' . Tinre, 

* Eadnier, p. liOi . :^ ChronSax, p^aij, W-MiOia 
p. l66. Order- Vital p. 838. /^. Urafj, .by HmJ^iM 
cuftonu, was entitled to levy a tas for, the man^g hit 
eldeft dauzhter, and he Bzafted three fhiUings a hyde os- all 
England. H. Huiit p. 379 Some hift"orians"[as Brady, p. lyO, 
andTyrrel, vol. ii. p 182) heedlefily make this fum amount 
to above 800,000 pounds of our prefeiit money: But it could 
not «ceed 135,000. Five hydes, fometimes lefs, made-'a 
knizht's fee, of which there were about 60,000 in England, 
conTet^oendy near 300,000 hydes ; and at the rate of three 
fliUiinga a byde, toe fum would amount to 4;.o90 poiuds, 
or i'^;,o6o of our pKfent money. Sec Rmlborne, ' p: ^fi 
Jn the Saxoil dmes, Iheie were only com^tcd aij.ocKf 
hydes in En^and. ^ Chnm. Sax. p. xzi- W; Malilt. 

p. 165. - ' ' 
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CH A P. mp* "xi afifle^ h><n in raifii^ diai)rt>ance) in Nmw 
VI. ^ao^. But Henry taavi die ineaDt of drawidg off tb? 
^^-t^**^J saoat of Arjeiij i^ feisung «ww with him a nearer 
V*f V- eonnciuon th$a the fiomert uid one more material to 
fiie iBtcreftaitf that csupt'i 6unity. The emperor, hi* 
tm-ia'Wwf djrii^ witboiu iQTue, hcbcftowcd his dau^icr 
«a CaaSfp/r tbe ddeft Ibn of Fulk, and endeavoured ta 
'atfan ber fiKce£l«s, ^ having her recof nizcd heir of 
iitl hi> dominions, and obhging the baiani both of Nor- 
Montljr snd Eai^od lo IWear fealty to her K He ht^d, 
flun tfac choice of thii hatband would he inorc agreeaUd 
M lU his iabje3s than. that of the empAror ; as fecuring 
dMrnfrvBtlK fatrs of EiUing under the doninion of ^ 
ercat and diflaat poloitata, who might bring then into 
fahiwEtian, and. nediiFe:dKira>iiiaiyta:the rank «f <pT»r 
viwie : But the fawoBB were di^le^ed, that a fl«p fb ma- 
jkerial t* nibonal intereflsbad beentalun without CQnfehf 
' . ^ ing tfaem ^ V ■■xl HaryhtA experieDCsri too fenfibty the 
'tuitelrncyof ihordifiwlltjoM, not' to dread th« cffe^ of 
-their ccfeatmenb k w«nie<l ppohat^ that hit , Dephe*** 
pK^ aoight gtin. farce from the Hicreafe of the rmli 
eoMeiHa; and an .acceffion of powori which llwt pritiee 
inherited a iittic. after, tended to render hu pretenAoM 
IbH nope daapmiua. Oiaria eari of Fbadcri hcii^ af^ 
Muiatvd during the celebration of Avint fervice, Kinr 
liom ifnmediacdjput the yooig pnaoc iti pofleffien m 
;ii28. >hat cemtry, to whidi he had pretenfiom, iathe righi 
■f Ml |r t «d iiitiwr -Matilda, wi& v> the Conqufror". 
But Wiiliaaa fnmucd a Tery little »mm this piece of goo4 
^Httuie, which feemed to open the door to Hill fiuther 



p.^4- C;k»B.fil. P«at deBwfo. V-# ' C w. Milip, 
». ??$■ TJw nutb of Waptrlf, p. ts<i. Ar, itet the Idag 
|flHd«n(I«bt4mdthe.i«lf<atof aUthebarflH. » Clvm . 
™- p. *3i. Gul. Gem.. p. agg. Alur. Bevcrl. p, 151. 
* Chron. Sax. p. 332. f Gul Gemet. p. 302. 



ogle 



H E N R Y I. 393 

ia febjefttm ; Mil bis neighbouis, in every attempt ■w^cli CHAP. 
ithey nadc uptn lum, found him ib w«)t prepued, thit VI. 
jbcjr w«ni idtfoDmaged (mm cominoing or renewing th«r """"'"T"' 
eotcrpcises. in order to reprefs the incnrftetis of the »*"• 
Wdlh, he bfwgiit over fame Ftemings in the year 1 1 1 1, 
jnid fmled them in FcmfarokdhiTe, where they long 
maintained a different language, and cuftcuns and nan- 
pen. from tfaeir ncighboun'^.. Thcwgh his goTermneift 
fntaa to hmbecn arbitrary in Ci^land, it wai judicious 
and prudent ; and was as little opprelTive as the neccffity 
jof hie affuTi woatd permit. He wanted not attention to 
the rcdreTsof grierances; and hiflnrians mention in psr- 
-ticnUr the levying pnrv^ance, which be endeavoured to 
rnodwate and retrain. The tenamt in the king's dentefne 
lands were at that time <Altg«d to fiippl^ f '''^ H^ court 
with prorifions, and to furaith carnages on the fame hard 
Mrmst when the king made a ppogrels into any of the 
soaqties. TJiefe exadtons were fo grterous, and levied 
in fo beentious a manner, that the farmers, wfaen they 
Itcvd of the court's approach, often deferled their ho«fes, 
fa if an enemy had invaded them'*} and Sheltered their 
, perliuu and families in the woods, from the infuhs of the 
^ns*5 retinae. Henry prohilutod thcfe enormities, and 
-ininifhed the perlbns guilty of them by cutting off their 
JiukIb, legs, ju other members >. Buttheprert^ativewAs 
perptual{ the ren}edy applied by Hemy was temporary ; 
and the vicJence of this remedy, fo far from giving fe- 
jcurity to the people, was only a proof of the feredty of 
the government in that age, and threatened a quick re- 
turn of iilw abules, 

Oki gre^ and difficult objcA of the kii^s prudence 
: wai the guarding againft the encroachments of the court 
f>i Home^ and prote^ing the liberties of the church t^ 
England. The pope, in the year iioi, had lent Guy, 
arcfabifhop of Yienne, as legate into Britain ; and though 
he vas the firit that for many years had appeared there 
)a that chipafter, and his commilSon gave general fur- 
|)rize *, the king, who was then in the commencemeot 
«f hii reign, and was attended with many difficulties, 
-aras d^lged t? tubmit to thti incroachnjcnt on his aytho- 

• W.'Rfctm. p. 158. Bmmpton, f . 1003. " " Eadmer. 
p- 94^ Chron. $ax. p< 9^9. ' Sadnier, p. 94. ^ Ibid. 
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CH AP.ritf. But in the yesr tii6, Anfelin, abbot of St. Sabxs, 
VI. who was coming over with a like l^atinc commifiion> 

.^—v— "-' wa* prohibited to enter the kingdom ^ ; and pope Caltxtus^ 
■ lafc who in his turn was then labouring under manjr difficul- 
ties, t^ reafon of the pfetenftont of Gregory, and anti- 
pope, was obliged to promife, that he never would for 
the tuture, except when folicited by the king himfelf, fend 
Miy legate into England*^. NoCwith (landing this engage- 
ment, the pope, fo foon as he had fupprcfled hii antagc 
niHi granted the Cardinal de Crema a. leguine com' 
miiGon for that kingdom ; and the king, wbo-, by reafon 
of hts nephew's intrigues and invafioin, foiind bimfclf at 
that time in a dangerous liluation, was obliged to fubtnit to 
the exercife of this conuniflion ". A fynod was called by 
the legate at London ; where, among other canons, a 
vote palTed, enading ferere penattiea on the marriage of 
the clergy ' ; and the Cardinal, in a public iiarangne, 
declared it to be an unpardonable enormity, that a pneft 
ihould dare to confecrate and touch the bo^ of Chnfi 
immediately after he had rifen from the fule of a ftrum- 
pe(: F^r that was the decent appellation which be gave 
t(> the wives of the clergy. - But it happened, that, the 
very next night, the officers of jufVi^e, breaking into a 
diforderly faoufe, found the cardinal in bed with a coutte- 
^an * ; an incident which threw fuch a ridicule upon 
him, thu hf immediately flole out of . the kingdom : 
The fynod broke up; and the canons agai^ the 
marriage of clergymen were worfe executed than 
ever ''. 

Hekry, in order to prevent this akemitc revolutioa 
of confefiiona ^nd encroachments, font William, tfaeo 
trchbifhop pf Canterbury, to remonOrate with the conn 
of Rome againft thefe abufes, and to affert the liberties 
of the Englilh churches. It wa^ an tifuid maxim with 
eve»y , 

' HoTcden, p. 474, ^ Eadmer, p. .iz$, 1^7, 13S. 

■ Chron. Sax. p. 119. ' Spebn ConC. »ol. li. p. 34. 

^ Hovedea, p. 478 M Paris, p 48. Match. Wat, ad 
ana. 1125. H. Huntingdon, p 38a It is qiinukalifc that 
this laft writer, who was a clergymaa as well as the othets, 
makes an apology for ullng fuch fteedom vrtth the fathos of 
the cbgrch ; but fays, that the faft «^fi<%««H|k awl ought 
W)« to be concealed. ' ■* 

*■ Chron. Sax. pi 234. 
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jevery pope, >vhen he found that he could not prevail jnC H A p. 
■ny pretenfion, to grant princes or ftales a power which VI. 
ithey had always exercifed, to refume at a proper feafon ^^^^''T"* 
ithe claim which feemed to be religired, and to pretend, *"»; 
. that the civil magiflrate had po0efled the authwiiy only 
'from a rpecial i;idulgence cf the Roman pontiff. After 
this manner, the pope, finding that the French nation 
would not admit his claim of granting invellitures, had 
palfed a bull, giving the king that atithority ; and he now 

£ra3ifed a like invention to elyde the complaints of the 
ing of England, He made the archbifhopof Canterbu- 
ry his legate, renewed his commiflion from time to time, 
and ftill pretended, that the rights, which that prelatt 
Jiad ever exercifed as metropolitan, were entirely derived 
from the indulgence of the apotlolic fee. The Englifh 
princes, and Henry in particular, who were glad to avoid 
any prefeni conteft of fo dangerous a nature, commonly 
acquiefced by their filence in thefe pretentions of the court 
j)f Rome". 

As every thing In England remained in tranquillity, JU3W, !^ 
penry lo6k the opportunity of paying a vifit to Nor- 
mandy, to whjich he was invited, as well by his affedion 
for that co^ntiy, as by his tendernefs for his daughter, 
itbc empreB ^atilda, who was always Iiis favourite. 
jS«ne time after, thatprincefs was delivered of a fon^ "33* 
who 

" The le^tes « latere, as they were called, were a kind 
of delegates, who poflelTed the fiill power of the pope in a& 
ihejiFovinces commitied to their charge, and were yery bufy 
in extending, as well as exerciling it. They nominated to all 
»acant benefices, aflembled iynods, and were anxious to main- 
tain eccleliafticil privileges, which never could be fidfy pro- 
tected without incroachinents on the civil power. If theiQ 
yrai the leaft concurrence or oppofition, it was always fiip- 
jKtfed that tbe ctyil power was to 'give wa^ : Every deed, 
^hich tad the leaft pretence of holding of any thing Ipi' 

E'tual, a^ marriages, teftaments, promiflb^ oaths, were 
-ought into the fciritual four.t, and could not be canvafled be- 
fore a dvil magillrate. ' Thefe were the eftablifhed laws of 
the churct ;■ and where a legate was fent iiiiuiediatelj' from 
fcome, he Was fure to maintaiii the papal clatijis with the ut- 
moft rigour : But it was an advantage to the king to have the 
tocbbiJnop of Canterbury a^^inted legale, becaufe the con- 
nexions of that prelate with the kingdom tended to moderate 
Jhs meafiffcs. 
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C H A f • who received the nwne of Henry ; and tlie king, farthet 
VL lo enrure her Aicccffioiii ma(k alt the nebilUy of Eng- 

^—•^/•^-^ land and Normandy rerew the oath of fealty, which 
**33- they had already fworn to. hn ". The j6y of this event, 
and the latitfa(tion wlii<1i be reaped horn hU daughter'^ 
company, who bore fnccelTively two other fans, made hi» 
refidence in Normaudy very agreeable to him ^ i and he 
feemed determined to pals the reft of his days in that 
*i5$- ^''^^^y* when an incurfion of the WeQh obliged him to 

iftouw. think of cetnrning into Kngtand. He was preparing fbf 
the tourn^t when he was Teized with a fudA:n illneft at 
St. Denb fe Forraent, from eating too plentifulty of Um- 
picys, a C>od which always agreed better with his patat« 

Staith, than his conAitution '. He died in the lixcy4^eventh year 
of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his reig;a ; leaving b][ 
wilt his danghtCTi Matilda, heirdk of alt his dointntonSf 
without maSng any mention of her butband Geoffrey, 
who had given him feveral cauftsof drfpIeafBrc,^ 

aadcha- Thu prince wa& one of the raoA accomplifhcd that 

■aftvof hmfilkdtbe Cnglifli throne, and poRefTed alt the qualL. 

Hcoiy. ties both of body and mind, natural and acquired^ whicb 
could fit him for the h^ ftatlon, to which he attainett 
Hie perfbn was maolyt his counienajice en^ging^ his 
eyes cf^ar, ferene, and penetrating. The aoabihty of 
bis addref^ encouraged thofe who might be overawedby 
the fenfc of his dignity cr of his wifdom ; and though he 
oft^n indulged bU fat;etipiK hnmoor, he knew hew to 
lempu u with difcr&Kin, and ever lept at a diftance 
fr«n aU indecent lanuliacities with hh coartiets. Bi» 
{ap^rior c4q<[«<iwi« and judgiuent would have given [tia> 
a. afcendftnt «ve(t bad he Wee horn \a * p^Wa^ ftat)fl»; 
•iw) ftid.pnfott^ btavery w«ul4 have prtcurod han (*r 
^&, thoogh it ha^ bMn lc& fwftported ^ aA u4 
Botky. hy his grea« pregrcr» in HtaaCvre, he act^irad 
tfie name of ReM-thrt or the fche^ ; Imt hts af pKcati^ 
to tbofe fedentary puHitits abated neChii^ of the- aStvity 
aqd vigilance of his gsvernment ; and tho' tlielearningof 
that ag^ was better §tled W corrupt than improve the ua- 
d^wdtng, hia Datut4l.goo,d fenCe prefervcd itfttf ipj- 
tained both fiom the pedantry and fiip«rftiijoi!. vhicfc 
were tbicR fo prevalent amons men <^ IcUW-. (w- lKjn7 

►< W. Malm p. 177, o H. Hunt. p. 31J. f H.tb«k 
p. 38s. M. Puis, p. 50. Q-W. Maim, p. »^8. 
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ner was very fufceptiblc of the Tentimenn as well ofCHAP. 
triendftrip as of Ttfentmem ^ ; and his wnbition, dioagh VI. 
high, might he deemed moderate xnd reafonable ; had ^ — » — -* 
IKX his ccrodnSt towards Ms brother and nephew ihcwed "55- 
ihn he was too mach di^ofed to fxcrificc to it iH the 
maxims of jofticc arid equity. Bnt the total incapacity 
of Rtjbert for govemrnent afforded his ycfui^er brother a 
reafon or pretence for feizing the fcepter TOth ■of Nor- 
mandy and England ^ and when violence and ufurpation 
arc once begun, nece%ty <ibliges a prince to contiime 
in the fame criminal coarfe, and engages him In mesd'ura, 
%hidi his better judgnnent and foanler [nrrndptes wootd 
have induced him to rejeS wft!h warmth and indigna- 

KiNG HetBy was much aiidlfted to women ; and hrf- 
torians mention no \eh than feven tltegitimate fbns and 
fix ^i^hters, "who were born to him'^. Hunting was ol- 
fo one ai his favoorhe amufeiaests ; and he exerdfed 
great rjgoer againft thofe who encroacfhed on the royal 
fcrefts, *hitA were aagmented daring tftii reign ■", linmglr 
their number and extent were already enormous. To ' 
kHl a tlag was as criminal as to murder a man : He made 
all the dogs be mutilated, which were kept on the bor- 
iea vf his (aiefts : ^nd ke fometimBt deprived his fib- 
je^sof ihellber^df huBtuig on their owalandii, arerea 
cutting their own woods. In other refpe£b, he executed 
juftice, and that with rigour; the beft maxim which a 
prince in that age conld follow. Stealing, was firfi made 
capital in this reign *' : Falfe coining, which was then 
a veiy common crime, and which had extremely de- 
bafed the money, was punifhed feverely by Henry ^. 
Near fifty crimiiiials of this kind were at one time hanged 
or mutilated ; and though thefe punishments feem to have 
been eEercifed iti a manner fomewbat arbitrary, they 
were grateful to the people, more attentive to prefeitt 
advantages, than je^ous of general laws. There is a 
code, which paflfes under the name of Henry I. but the 
beA antiquarians have agreed not to think it genuine. It 



■* Order. Vital, p. 805. • Gul. Gemet. lib. 8. cap. 19. 
"^ W. Malm. p. 179 " Sim. Dunelm p, t^i. Brooipton, 

p. 1000. Flor WiKoni. p. 653. Hoveden,p, 471. "Sim. 
Dunebn. p, 231. Brompton, p. 1 000. Hoveden, p. 471. 
Anoal. Waveri. p. 149. 
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C H A P. Is however a very antient compitation, and may tie u(c^ 
VI. ful to inllrud us in the mannersandcudoins of the times. 
^■"^""■^ It appears from it, that a great difHndion was then made 
"JS- between the Englifli and Normans, much to the advan- 
tage of the latter '. The deadly feuds and the hberty of 
iirivate revenge, which had been avowed by the Saxon 
aws, were (lilt continued, and were not yet wholly ille- 
gal '". 

Henry, on hb acceflion, granted a charter to Lon- 
don, which feems to have been the (irA ftep towards ren- 
dering that city a corporation. By this charter, they were 
empowered to hold the farm of Middlefei at three hun- 
dred pounds a year, to e\c6t their own Oieriff and juf- 
ticiary, aod to hold pleas of the crown ^ and they were 
exempted from Scot, Danegelt, trials by combat, and 
lodging the king's retinue. Thefe, with a confirmation 
of the privileges of their court of Huttings, wardmotes, 
and common halls and their liberty of hunting in Mid- 
dlefexand Suny, are the chief anicles of this charter'. 



■ ■» LL, Hen. i. § 18. 75. 2 LL. Hen § 81. » X-am- 
hoAi AichatciDomia ex edit. Twifiieii WiUuns, p. ajj. 
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CHAP. VII. 

STEPHEN. 

Jtecejpon ef Stephen War ■uiitb Scotland Infurrec- 

tiott in fevoHr of Matilda Stephen taken prifener 

Matilda crowned Stephen reUafed Refiored 

to the crown Continuation of the civil wart 

Compromife between the king and prince Henry Death 

ef the king. 

IN the progrcfs and fettlement of the feudal law, the C H A P. 
male fucceflion to fiefs had taken place fome time VII. 
before the female was admitted ; and eftates, being con- — <^^-' 
iidered as military bene6ces, not as property; were tra'nl- **3S- 
mitted to fuch only as could ferve in the armies, and per- 
form in perfon the conditions upon which they were ori- 
ginally granted. But after that the continuance of rightS) 
during Jome generations) in the fame family, had, in a 
great meafure,"ob!iterated the primitive idea, the females 
were gradually admitted to the poflelTton of feudal pro- 
perty ; and the fame revolution of principles, which pro- 
cured them the inheritance of private eftates, naturally 
introduced their fucceOian to government and authority. 
The failure, therefore, of male-heirs to the kingdom of 
England and dutchy of Normandy, feemed to leave the 
fucceffion open, without a rival, to the emprefs, Ma- 
tilda ; and as Henry had made all his vaffals in both 
ftates fwcar fealty to her, he prefumed, that they would 
rot eafily be induced to depart at once from her hereditary 
right, and from their own reiterated oaths and engage- 
ments. But the irregular manner, in which he himfelf 
had acquired the crown, might inftruS him, that neither 
his Norman nor Englifti fubje^ were as yet capable of , 

adhering tp a ftriS rule of government j and as every 
precedent of this kind feems to give authority to new ufur- 
pations, he had reafon to dread, even from his own family, 
fome invafion of his daughter's title, which he had taken 
fuch pains to eftablifh. 

Adela, daughter of William the Conqueror, had 
"been married to Stephen, count of Blois, and had brought 
him feveral fons ; among whom, Stephen, and Henry, 
' the two youhged, bad been invited over to England by 

the 
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CHAP- the late king, and had received great fionours, richci# 
VII. and preferment fron ihc icakiui Iricndfhip, which thai 

*— v^— .* prince here to every one, that had been fo Fortunate » 
1135. to acquire his flvour and good opinior. Henry, who had 
betaken himfelf to the eccleliaftical profeffion, was crea< 
ted abbot of Gbftenbiiry and Ulhop of WincbcQer i avd 
thcogh thcie dignities were coafiderablc, Stephen bad, 
&«« fab uiiclc'« liberality, attained eftablidMnenis flill 
more foUd and durable '. The king bad married bim to 
Jtiatilda, who was daughter and heir of Euftace count of 
Boulogne, and who brought him, befides that feudal fo- 
vereignty in France, an immenlc properly in England, 
wfaicfa, in the diftribuion of laudi, had been canfcrrcd 
iw the Conqueror on the £amit/ of Bouk^ne. St^hoi 
aUb by tbi« marri^c acqulced a new connexion with the 
royal family of England; as Mary, hl« wife's mother, 
wat filler ta Davi4> the fireient king of Scotland, and tn 
Matilda, the firft wife «t Henry, and mother of the em- 
prcia. The kio^. Hill imagiiung, that he llrengiJKiKd 
the intereft at hu family by the aggrandizement of Sle- 
ffacB, took pleasure in cnrictiiig him by ihe grant of ney 
poflTcffiiHiEi and he coniisrrcd on biai the great ellate 
forfeited by Robert Ma/Ut in England, and that forfeited 
liytbe carl of Moitaigne in Noruaudy. Stephen, in re- 
turn, profefied a great aiuebment tohUimae; and ap- 
peared io 3iealoiis lor the bicceffion of Matilda, that when 
the barons fwoie fealty to thai priaceii, he contended with 
Robert, eail of Clocefter, the king's natural fan, who 
fhoald firfl be admitted to give her iIub teHimony of de- 
voted leal and fidelity ^. Meaawhile, be conltiuied to 
culDvate, by every an of peculiarity, the frieadOiip and 
aficQion of the Englifh nation; and many virtues, with 
which he feemed to be endowed, favoured the fuccels of 
hit bitent ions. By his bravery, a&vityand vigour, he 
acquired the efleem of the barons ; By his generoftty, 
And by ao affable and EamiUar addict, unuliial in that 
age among; men of his high quality, J«e obtained the af- 
feSions ofthe pec^, padiculariy of the LondoiKrs \ And 
thoughhe tlarcd not totakcauy dtps K>wardsbis farther 
grandeur, lefl he might expofe hitnCdf I0 the ieidoufy of 
fo penetrating a prince astienry; he Qilltu^d, that, by 
acctt* 

* GbI. Neuhr. p. 160. Bion^on, f. loij. *■ W<. 

Malm. p. 19a, " Ibid. p. 179. Grft. Stepb. p. 928. 
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BCcumulat'ing riches and power, and by acquirii^popu^C H A P. 
Idrity, he might fome time be aUc toopen his way to the VIL ' 
throne. '— v^J 

No fooner had Henry expired, than Stephen, infen- "35' 
Itble to all the tics of gratitude and fidelity, and blind to 
danger, gave full reins to his criminal ambition, and 
trufted, that, even without any previous intrigue, the 
celerity of hia enterprize and thebddnefsof his attempt 
triieht overcome the weak attachment, which the Englifii 
ana Normans in that age bore to the laws, and to the 
rights of their fovercign. He haltcned over to En^and ; 
and though the cifizens of Dover, and thofe of Canter- 
bury, apprized of his purpofe, Ihut their gates againft 
him, he (topped not till he arrived at London, where fome 
of the lower rank, infligated by his emiffaries, as well aa 
moved by his general popularity, immediatelyfalutedhim 
king. His next point was to acquire the good will of 
the clergy ; and by performing the ceremony of his coro- 
nation, put himfelf in polTeflion of the throne, from 
which, he was confident, it would not be eafy afterwards 
to expel him. His brother, the biSiop of Winchefter, ' 
was ufeful to him in thefe capital articles; and having- 
gained Roger, bifhop of Salilbury ', who, though he 
owed a great Fortune and advancement to the favour of 
the late king, preferved no fenfe of gratitude to that 
prince's family, he applied, in oonjnnfllon with that pre- 
late, to William, ardibifhop of Canterbury, and requir- 
ed him, in virtue of his office, to give the royal undion to 
Stephen. The primate, who, as all the others, hadfworn' 
fealty to Matilda, refiifed to perfiwm this ceremony '; 
but his oppofition was overcome by an expedient equally 
diftionourable with the other fteps, by which this revtdu- 
tion was effe3ed. Hufffa Bigod, Aeward of the houle- 
hold, made oath before the primate, that the late king, on 
his death-bed, had difcovered a diffatisfadion with his 
daughter Matilda, jtnd had exprelTed his intention of 
leavingthe count of Soulogne heir to all his dominions S 
William, either believing or feigpirtg to believe Bigod's 
teAimony, anointed Stephen, and put the crown upon hlsxgdDic. 
beftd i and by this religious ceremony, that prince, wilh- 

VoL. L X ' . out 
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CHAP, out any Ihadow either of hereditary title or confent of 
Vn. the nobility ot people, wat allowed to proceed to the ex- 

^"^^""^"—^ cCcifc of (ovcreign authority. Very few barons attended 
* ' JS* hii coronuion ** ; but none oppofed his ufurpation, how- 
ever unjuA or flagraot. The rentiment of religion, which, 
if corropted into fuperftitjon, has often litde efficacy in 
fortifying the duties of civil fociety, overlooked the mul- 
tiplied oaths, taken in favour of Matilda, and only ren- 
dered the people obedient to a prince, who was coun- 
tenanced by (be clergy, and who had received from the 
primate the rite of royal unSion and confepration '. 

Stephen, that he might farther fecare his tottering 
throne, palTed a charter, In which he made liberal pro- 
miles to all orders of men ; to the clergy, that he would 
fpcedily fill all vacant beneRces, and would never levy 
the rents of any of them during the vacancy ; to the 
nobility, that they fheuld not be profecuted for hunting in 
their own foreAs ; and to the people, that he would remit 
the tax of Dancgelt and reflore the laws of king Ed- 
ward ^. The late king had a great treafure at WincheA 
tcr, amounting to an hundred thoufand pounds ^ : And 
Stephen, by felz.ing this money, immediately turned 
againft Henry's family, the precaution which that prince 
had employed fw their grandeur and fecurity ; An event, 
which naturally attends the policy of amafling treafures. 
By means of this money, the ufurper infured the com- 
pliance, though not the attachment, of the principal 
clergy and nobility ; and not truAing to this frail fecurity, 
be invited over from the continent, particularly from Brit- 
tany and Flanders, great numbers of thofe bravos or dif- 
orderly foldiers, with whom every country In Europe, by 
reafon of the general ill police and turbulent government, 
extremely atwunded ". Thefe mercenary troops guarded 
fats throncj by the terrors of the fword ; and Stephen, 

that 

" Brompton, p. 1013. ' Such fhels was formerly laid on 
Ac rite of coronation, that the monkilh writeri never give anj 
prince the title of Idng, till he is crowned ; though he had for 
ume time been in pol^ion of the crown, and exercifed all the 
powers of foTcreignty. " W. Malmef. p. 179. Hoteden^ 
p. 48a. M. Paris, p, ;i. Hagul. p. 314. Broinpton, p. 
i.o«4. '' W. Mahn. p. 179. Chrm. Sax. p. 138. Geft. 
Stephen, p. 929. M. Paris, p. 51. M W. MalmeC p. 
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that he might alb overawe all malcoatents by new and C H A P; 
additional terrors of religion, procured a bull from Rome, VII. 
which ratified his' title, and which the pope, feeing this* — v — -* 
prince in adual poffdiion of the throne, aad pleafed i>3S- 
wth an appeal to hb authority in fecBlar contioverfies, 
-very readily granted him ". 

Matilda and her huibandy Geofirey^ were as un- ,,,f 
fortunate in Normandy as they had been in Ei^Und^ < 
The Norman nobility, moved by an hereditary animo- 
iiry againft the Augeviiu, firfl applied lo Theobald, count 
of Blois, Stephen's eider brother, for protedion and af- 
lillance ° ; but hearing afterwards, that Stephen had got 
polTeffioa of the Ei^ifh crown, and having many of 
them the fame realbns as formerly for defiring a contimj- 
ance of their union vith that kii^dom, they transferred 
their allegiance to Stephen, and put him in poflfelGon of 
their government '. Lewis the youi^er, the prefent 
king of France, accepted the homaige of Euftace, Ste- 
phen's eldeft fon, iat the dutchy ; and the farther to cor- 
roborate his connexions with that family, he betrothed 
his filler, Conftantia, lo (he young prince*^. The 
count of Bltns refigned all his pretenfions, and received 
in lieu of them a penfion of two thoufand marks ; and 
Geofirey himfelf was obliged to conclude a truce for two 
years with Stephen, on condition of the king^s paying 
him, during that time, an annual penfion of five thou- 
fand \ Stephen, who hadtaken a journeyto Normandy, 
finiflied all thefe truifadions in pedon, ana foon after re- 
turned to England. 

RoBZRT, earl of Glocefler, natural fon of the lat«. 
king, was a man of honour and ability ; and as he was 
mudi attached to the interefta of his fifter, Matilda, and 
zealous for the lineal fucceflion to the crown, it was 
chiefly hrom his intrigues and refinance, that the king had 
reafon to dread a new revolution of government. This 
nobleman, when he received intelligence of Stephen's 
acceffion, found himfelf much emijarrafTed concerning 
the meafureB, which he ihould purfue in that difiicuk 
emergency. To fwear allegiance to the ufurper appeared 
lo him very diflionourable, and n breach of his oath to 
X 2 Matilda : 



*• HaguMladv p: 259, 313. ** Order. Vital, p. 90a. 
M. Paris, P..51. ^ Order. Vital, p. 903. 'VHovedeii, 
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CH A P. Matilda : To refufe gtvii^ thii pledge of hU fidelity was 
Vn. to bEnilh himfclf from England, and to be totally inca- 

*— v"*-^pacitatcd from ferving the royal family, or contributing to 
"3^- their reftoration *. He offered Stc^ento do him homage 
and to take the oath of fealty ; but with an exprels con- 
dition, that the king Ihould maintain all hii llipulations, 
and (boutd never invade any of Rxiben't rights w digni- 
ties : And Stephen, though feniible, that this referve, 
fo unufual in ttlelf, and fo unbefitting the duty of a fub' 
jed, was meant only to afford Robert a pretence for a 
revolt on the (irft bvowable opportunity, was obliged, 
by the numerous friends and retainers of that nobleman, 
to receive him on thele terms '^. The clergy, who could 
fcarce, at this time, be deemed fubjc^ to the crown^ 
imitated that dangerous example ; and umexed to their 
oath of allegiance this condition, that they were only 
bound fo long as the king defended the ecclefiaAicsl liber- 
ties, aodfupported the difcipttne of the church ", The 
barons, in return for their fubmiflicMi, exaded terms Hill 
more defh-uQive of public peace, as well as of royal au- 
thority : Many of them required the right of fortifying 
their caftles, and of putdne themfelves in a poflure m 
defence ; and the kiiw found himfelf totally unable to rc- 
fule his c<H)lent to this exorbitant demand '. All Eng- 
land was immediately filled with thofi: fortrefles, whim 
the n<Memen garrifotwd, either with their valTals, or 
with licentious foldiers, who flocked to them from all 
qaarters. Unbounded rapine was exercifed upon die 
people for the maintenance of thefe troops ; and private 
ammofities, wtuch had with difficulty been reftrained by 
law, now brealdng out without controul, rendered Eog- 
land a fcene <tf uninderrupted violence and devaftarion. 
Wan between the nobles were carried on with (he utmoft 
fery in every quaiter ; the barons even afTumed the ri^t 
of coining monev, and of exercifing, withovt appeal, 
every a£t of junfdidion ^, and the inferiw gentry, as 
well as riie people* finding no defence from the laws, 
faring this total diSbktion of fovereign audtority, were 
riAicea, for di«r immediate Cafety, to pay conn to fome 
mi^Jbrnving diieftain, and to pnrchaie hii protedioa; 
both 

• MUneCp. 179. ^ iba. M. Paris, p. 51. " W. 
4iWffli.p. 179. *■ Ibid. p. t8o. Y Trivet, p. 19. OnL ■ 
NeHbr.p.37a. Ona. Honing, p, ^7. 9l(M^tOB,p, tojs- 
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.both by fubmittijig to his exa^tont, and by aflifting hiinC HAP. 
in his rapine upon others. The ereSion oiF one caAle Vn. 
proved the immediate caufe of buildit^ nutt^ nwre; am) '^ — -r-^ 
even tbofe, who obtained not the king's permiflion, **30. 
thought that they were entitled, by the great pTtnciple of 
felf-prefcrvaiion, to put themfelves on an equal footii^ 
with their neighbours, who commonly were alEb th«r 

- enemies and rivals. The ariflocratical power, which is 
fo tyrannical and oppreflive in the feudal govemmeiUSf 
bad now rifen to its utmoll height, during the reign of a 
prince, who, tho' endowed with vigour and ability, had 
ururped the -throne without the pretence of a title, and 
who was neceflitated to tolerate In others the fame violence, 
to which he himfelf had been beholden for his fove- 
reignty. 

Bu T Stepbea \vas not of a ditpoGtlon to fubmit Icx^; ^t 
thefe ufurpations, without m^ingfomeelFoFts for the rv- 
coveiy of royal authority. Finding that the l«gal pre- 
rogatives of the crown were reHiled and abri^ed, ^e 
was alfo tempted to make his' power the fole mcuiire of 

' his condu^ \ and to violate all thofe ccHicef&ons, which 
he himfelf had made on his acoHlion ^, as well as the 

. antient and eftaUiihed privileges <^ his fubje£ls. The 

.. mercenary Ibldiers, who chiefly fupported his authortty, 
having exhaufted the royal treaiure, fuhfifted by depre- 
dations ; and every place was filled with the belt grounded 
complaints agalnft the goreniiQent. The earl of Glo- ii37' 
cefter, having now fettled with his friends the ptcJAd of 
9n injurrcSion, retired beyond fea, fent the king a dt- 
fiance, lolemnly renounced hi> ^legiance, and upbraided 
him with the breach of thole conditions, which had been 
annexed to the oath of fealty, fworn by that nobleman \ 1138, 
David, king of Scotland, appeared at the head of an Warwith 
army in defence of his niece's title, and penetrating into Scotlaad, 
York(hire, committed the mofl barbarous devadations on 

, that /Country ". The fiiry of his maflacres and ravages 
enraged the ncnthern nobility, who might othjerwife have 
been inclined to join him ; and William earl of Albe- 
marle, William Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger Mou- 
bray* 

»W.MaIni.p. i8«. M. Paris, p. Ji. * W. Malm, 
p. 180. " H. Hunt. p. 383. Hoveden, p. 4S2. M. 
Paris, p. %%. Got. Neuhi. p. 361. Cbron. dc MtUr. p. 166. 
Hagulfiad, p, 260, 316. Brompion, p. 1025. 
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C HAP. bfiy, Ubert L«cy, Walter d'Efpcc, powerful barons In 
Vn. thoie parts, aflemHed an army, with which they encamp- 

^■'edat North- AUcrton, and awaited the arrival of the 

enemy. A great battle was here fought, called the battle 
of the Standard, from a high crucifix, ereded by thf 
EngliOi on a waggon, and carried along with the army 
as a military cnfign^. The king of Scots was routed 
with great flaughter, and he himlielf, as well as his Ton, 
Henry, very narrowly efcaped falling into the hands of 
the En^ifli. This (uccefs overawed the malcontents in 
England, and might have given feme ftability to StepheD*! 
throne, had he not been fo elated with profperity as to 
engage in a controverfy with the clergy, who wpre at that 
time an overmatch for any monarch, 

THpUGH the exorbitant power of the church, irau' 
tiem times, weakened the authority of the crown, and 
interrupted the courie of the laws, ft may be doubted, 
whether, in ages of fuch violence and outrage, it was not 
rather advantageous that- fome limits #ere fet to the power 
of the fword, l>oih in the hands of the prince and nobles, 
and that men were taught to pay riward to fome prind- 
ples and privileges. The chief misfortune was, that the 
prelates on fnne ccxnfnyos, aSed entirely as barons, era* 
ployed military power ^ainA their fovereign or their 
ndghbours, and thereby often increafed thole difordeis, 
which it was th«r duty to reprefs. The bifhop of Salif* 
bury, in imitati<Hi of the nobility, had built two llrong 
caftles, one at Sherborne, another at thePevizes, and 
had laid the foundations of a third at Malemfbury : His 
'''5' nepheVf AlcKander biftop of Lincoln, had erefted s 
foftrefs at Newark: AndStephen, who was now fenlible 
from experience of the oiifchie^ attending thefe multi- 
plied citadels, refolved to bwin with deftroying thofe of 
the clergy, who by their fiinSion feemed lefs intiil^d 
than the barons to fuch military fecurities *. Tailing 
pretence of a fray, which had arifen in court between 
the retinue of the biUiop of Salilbury and that of the 
earl of Britanny, he feized both that prelate and the bi- 
fliop of Lincoln, threw them into prifon^ and obliged 
iheni 
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them by menaces to deliver up thofe places of ftrengthC HAP- 
which they had lately ere&ed '. VII. ■ 

Henry, biftiop of Winchefter, the king's brother, ^■■"~''~*~' 
being armed with a legatine commiflion, now conceived '*39* 
himfelf to be an eccleflaftical fovereign no Icfs powerful 
than the ciyil ; and forgetting the ties of blood which 
conneQed him with the king, he refolved to vindicate 
_ the clerical privileges, which, he pretended, were here 
openly violated. '' He affembled a fynod at Wcllminfter, JoA Aug; 
and there complained of the impiety of Stephen's mea- 
fures, who had employed violence againft the dignitaries 
of the church, and had not awaited the fentence of a. 
fpiritual court, by which alone, he affirmed, they could 
lawfully be tried and condemned, if their condu3 had 
any wife merited cenfure or punilhment ^. The fynod 
ventured to fend a fummonsto the king, charging him to 
appear before them, and to juftify his meafures'*; and 
Stephen, inQead of refenting this indimiity, fent Aubrey 
dc Vere to plead his caufe before that aflcmbly, Dc Vcre 
sccufed the two prelates of treafon and fedition ; but the 
fynod refufed to try the caufe, or examine their con- 
<du3, till thofe cables, of which they had been dilpolTef- 
ied, were prcvioufly reftored to them ■. The bimc^ of 
Salilbury declared, that he would appeal to the pope ; 
and had not Stephen and his partizans employed menaces, 
and even (hewn a difpofition of executing violence by the 
hands of the folitiery, affairs had inftantly come to ex- 
tremity between the crown and the mitre ^. 

While this quarrel, joined to fo many other grie- 
vances, encreafed the difcontents among the people, the 
cmprefs, invited by the opportunity, and fecretly en- 
couraged by the legate himfelf, landed in England, with ^^^j g„t 
Robert earl of Glocefler, and a retinue of an hundred Iq^^^o 
and forty knights °. She fixed her refidence at Arundel tion in &- 
-caftle, whofe gates were opened toher byAdelais, thcirotirDf 
Queen -dowager, now married to William dcAlbini, earl Matilda. 
of SulTex ; and (he excited by melTengers her partizans 
to take arms In every county of England. Adelar*, who 

bad 

^ Chron Sax.p. 238. W. Mdmef p iSi. Order. Vital, 
p. ^19, 920. GtCt. Steph. p. 9^,. Chron. Norm. p. 978. 
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CH AP.bad expe£ted that her daughter-tn-law, would have in- 
VU. vaded the kingdom with ± much greater force, became 

V^^''"'"^ apprchenfive of danger "■; and Matilda, to eale her of 
"39-- her fears, removed firft to Briftol, which btlongtd to her 
brother Robert ', thence to Gloceiler, where ihe re- 
mained under the protedion of Miles, a gallant noble- 
man in thofe pans, who had embraced her caufe. Soon 
after, Geoffrey Talbot, William Mohun, Ralph Level, 
. , William Fitt-John, William Fitz-Alan, Paganell, and 
many other barons, declared for her ^ ; and her party, 
which was generally favoured in the kingdom, feemed 
every day to gain p-ound upon that of her antagonin. 

Were we to relate all the military events iranfmitted 
to us by contemporary and authentic hiflorians, it would 
be eafy to fwell our accounts of this reign into a large vo- 
lume; but thofe incidents, fo little memorable in ihem- 
felves, and fo coniufed both in time and place, could af- 
ford neither infiruQion nor entertainment to the reader. 
It fuflices to fay, that the war was fpread into every quar- 
ter ; and that thofe turbulent barons, who had already 
Ihsken off, in a great meafure, the reflraint of govern- 
Inent, having now obtained the pretence of a public caufe, 
carried on their devaftations with redoubled fury,,eser- 
cifed implacable' vengeance on each other, and fct no 
bounds to their oppremons over the people. The cafiles 
of the nobility were become receptacles of Ucenfed rob- 
bers, who, fallyii^ fonh day and night, committed fpoil 
on the open country, on the villagei, and even on the 
cities ; put the captives to torture, in order to make them 
reveal their treafures ; fold their perfons to flaver)' ; and 
fet fire to the houfes, al m of eve- 

ry thing valuable. 1 hfpofiiion, 

leading them to comn fruftrated 

' their rapacity of its pi y and per- ' 

fbns even of the ecclel h revered, 

. were at laff, from neee x ouUage, 

■ whith had laid waftc \i The land 

wasleft umjiledi the ii were deif- 

troyed or abandoned ; the natu- 

ral rcftilt of thefe diford _ ^ h parties, 

, : , - : , , , and 
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and reduced the fpoikrs, as well as the defencelefs people; CHAP, 
^o the moll eureme want aad indigence K V' 

After fevcral fruiilefs n^ociaiions and treaties of' '■'~—* 
peace, which never interrupted thofe deftruQive hoftili- ' '***' 
ties, there happened at lafl an event, which feemed to 
promife fome end of the public calamities. Ralph, carl 
of Cheller, and his half brother, William de Roumara, 
partisans of Matilda, had furprized the caflle of Lin- 
coln " ; but the citizens, who were better affeded to 
Stephen, having invited him to their aid, that prince laid 
dole fiege to the cafile, in hopes of rendering himlelf fooa 
mailer of the place, either by aSaolt or famine. The 
earl of GloceJler hafiened with an army to the relict" of ^ , 
his friends ; and Siephen, informed of his approach, 
marched into the field with an intention of giving hira 2d Feb. 
battle. After a violent Ihock, the two wings of the royal- 
iAs were put to flight; and Stephen himfelf, furrounded 
by the enemy, was at laft, after exerting great efforts of Stephen 
valour, borne down by numbers, and taken prifoner ". taken pn- 
He was conduQed to Glocefler ; and though at firtl trea- fooeii - - 
ted with humanity, was foon after, on fome fufpicient, 
ihrowD into prifon, and loaded with Irons °. 

Stephen's party were entirely broke by the capti- 
vity of iheir leader, and the barons came in daily from 
alt quarters, and did homage to Matilda. That princefs, 
however, amidft all her profperity, knew, that the was 
not fecure of fucceJs, unlets fhe could gain the confidence 
of the dergy \ and as the conduct of the legate had been 
of late very ambiguous, and fhewed his intentions to 
have rather aimed at humbling his brother, than totally 
ruining him, Ihe employed every endeavour to hx him 
inher interel^ She held a conference with him in an2dh^ch. 
open plain near Winchetler ; where fhc promiled upott 
.oath, that if he would acknowledge her for fovereign, 
would recognize her title as ihe folc defcendant of the 

late 
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CHAP. late king, and would return to the ali^iance, which he* 
Vn. as well as the reft of the kingdom, had Iwom to her, 

^"■'v*^ he (honld in return be cntire^mafter of the adminiftratioDr 
*»4'' and in particular fhould, at his pteafure, dif]>ore of aW 
vacant billioprics and abbies. Earl Robert, her brother, 
Brian Fitz-Count, Miles of Glocefter, and other great 
men, became guarantees for her obferving thefe engage- 
ments '; and the prdale was at laA induced to promtfe 
her his allegiance, but that flill burdened with the cxpre^ 
condition, that (he fliould on her pan fulfil her promifes. 
He then conduced her into Wtnchefler, led her in pro- 
ceffion lo the cathedra), and with great folemnity, in the 
prefence of many bifhops and abbots, denounced curfcs 
flgainfl all thofe who curfed her, pouri^ out bleflings on 
thofe who blelTed her, granted adTolution to foch as 
were obedient to her, and excommunicated fuch as were 
rebcilkms*^ Theobald, archbilhop of Canterbury, foon 
after came aUo to' court, and fwore allegiance to the 
emprefs *. 

IbtiUa Matilda, that (be iriight farther enfure the attach- 

oawncd. ment of the clergy, was willing to receive the crown 
from their hands ; and inftead of afiemUing the Rates of 
the kingdom, the meafure which the conltitution, had it 
been either fixed or regarded, feemed necefiarily to re- 
qirire, ftic was contented, that the legate Oiould fummon 
arr ecdefiaflical conndl, and that her title to the throne 
fitoold there be recognised and atknowlet^d. The le- 
rate, addrefling himfelf to the afiernbly, told them, that 
in (he abfence of the emprefs, Stephen his brother, had 
been pcrmilted to reigr, and, previouftj' to his afcending 
the throne, had fednced them by many fair promifes, M 
honouring and exahing the church, of maintaining the 
bwa, and of reforming all abufes : That it grievid him 
lo ohferve how much that prince had been in every p«P- 
lieular wanting to his engagements ; puMic peace was in- 
terrupted, crimes were daily committed with impunity* 
biihops were thrown into prifon and forced to furrender 
Ihetr pofTcflioni, abbies were put to fale, churches were 
pillaged, and the moft enormous diforders prevailed ui 
the admini drat ion : That he himfelf, in order to procure 
a redrefs of thefe grievances, had formerly fiinunoned 

the 
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Flor. Wig, p. 676. » W. Mahnef p. 187. 
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the kii^ before a council of bilhops ; but inftead of in- C H A P. 
ducing him to amend his conduQ, had rather offended VII. 
him by that expedient: That that prince, however mif- '— v— -* 

?;uided, was Hill his brother, and the objefi of his af- >i4'- 
c3ions; but he mud however regard his intereils as 
much fubwdinate to (hofe of his heavenly father, who 
had now rejeded him, and thrown him into the hands of 
his enemies: That it principally belonged to the clergy 
to ele3 and ordain kings ; he had fummoned them to- 
gether for that purpofe; and having invoked the divine 
afliftance, he now pronounced Matilda, the only defcend- 
ant of Henry, their late fovereign, queen of England. 
The whole affembly, by their acclamations or filence, 
gave, or feemed to give, their dffent to this declara- 
tion K 

The only laymen fummoned to (his council, which de- 
cided the fate otthe crown, were the Londoners, and even 
thefe were required, not 10 give their opiiiion, bulfubmit 
tothe decrees of the fynod. Thedeputiesof London, how- 
ever, were not fo paffive : They infifted, that their king 
Ihould be delivered from prifon ; hut were told by the le-. 
gate, that it became not the Londoners, who were regarded 
n noblemen in England, to take part with t hofe barons, 
who had bafely forfaken their lord in battle, and who had 
treated holy church with contumely '■'. It is with rea- 
ibn that the citizens of London alfumed fo much an- 
tIiority> if it be true, what is related by Fitz-Stephen a 
contemporary author, that that city coul.dat this time bring 
" into the field no lefs than 80,000 combatants ". 

LoNDOtT, notwiihflanding its great power, and its at- 
tachment to Stephen, was at 1^ obliged to fubmit to 
Matilda ; 

* W. Malmef p. 188. This author, a. judicious man, vraj 
frelent, and &ys, that he was very attentive to what paf- 
led. This fpeechv therefote, may be regarded as entirely au- 
thentic. 

r W. MalmeC p. 188. " P. +. Were this account to 
be depended on,' Landon mu(t at that time have contained 
near 400,000 inhabitants, which is above double the numberit 
. contained at the death of queen Elizabeth. But thefe loofe 
calculatioat or rather guefles, delerre very little credit. Peter 
of Bloii, a contcmpory writer and a roan of fenfe, fays there 
were only forty thouf^d inhalHtants in London, whjeh is much 
fnore likely. 
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C H AP, Matilda ; and her authority, by the prudent conduct of 
Vlf. earl Robert, feemed to be eftabliflied over the whole 
*~~v~~-' kingdom: But affairs remained not long in this fituation. 
*'4'' Thai princels, befides the difadvantages of her fejc, 
which weakened her influence over a turbulent and mar - 
tial people, was of a paflionate, imperious fpirit '» and 
knew not how to temper with affability the baifbnefs of a 
refufal. Stephen's queen, feconded by many of the no- 
bility, petitioned for the iiberiy of herhuiband i and of- 
fered, that, on this condition, he fhould renounce the 
crown, and retire into a convent^. The legate deiired, 
that prince Kuftace, his nephew, might inherit Boulogne 
and the other patrimonial eftates of his father*: The 
' Londoners applied for the eflablilhment of king Edward*& 
taws, inflead of thofe of king Henry, which, they fsud. 
were giicvous and oppreflive \ All thefe petitions were 
denied in the moll haughty and peremptory man- 
ner. 

Th e legate, who had probably never been fincere in hta 
compliance with Matilda's government, availed himfelf of 
the ill humour excited by this imperious condu3, and 
fecretly infligated the Londoners to a revolt. A coa- 
fpiracy was entered into to feize the emprefs's perfqn* 
and Ihe faved herfelf from the danger by a precipitate 
retreat ". She fled to Oxford : Soon after the went to 
Wincheffer, whither the legate, deJirous to fave ap- 
pearances, and watching the proper opportunity to lom 
her caufe, had retired. But having a&'embled all his re- 
tainers, he openly joined bis force to that of the Lon- 
doners, and to Siephcn's mercenary troops, who had not 
yet evacuated the kingdom ; and he beficged Matilda id 
' Winchefler*-. That princefs, being hard preffed by 
famine, made her efcape ; but in Ihe flight, earl Robert* 
her brother, fell into the hands of the enemy ". This 
rohleman, though a fubjefi, was as much the life and 
foul of his own party, as Stephen waft «f the other ; and 

the 

I Gul. Neubr. p. 363. Chion. Abk St. Petri de Bnrgo* 
p. 74. Higul. p 170. * CoBlis. Flor. W^, f. 677. 

Bromptoni, p. toji. ^ BronptOD, p^ 1031. ^ COb- 

tin Plot, V/tg. B. 677. Gervafey p. 1355. B.chjMr. Saot 

P a4Z. W, Malm p 189, ■ "^Triwtjjp 10. G«L 

Neubt p. 363. " Cbron Sax. pt 14a. Hovcdcn, f. 

4^S. Cdl Siepb. p. 9^7. ChroD. Nona, p 97^ 
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iheemprefs, fenfibleof his merit, conremed to exchange CH A P. 
the prilbners on equal terms ^, The civil war was again Vlt. 
kindled with greater fury than ever. ^— v— ^j 

Earl Robert, finding the fucceffes on both fides >t4i. 
nearly balanced, went over to Normandy, which, during^'p'jF^ 
Stephen's captivity, had fubmitted to the earl of Anjou ; "'"'*"' 
and he perfuaded Geoffrey to allow hiseldeftfor, Henry, "4** 
a young prince of great hopes, to take a journey into 
England, and appear at the head of his partizans ". This 
expedient, however, produced nothing decifive. Ste- 
phen took Oxford after a longfiegc: He was routed by j 
earl Robert at Wilton "^ ; And the emprefs, though of a 
mafculine fpint, yet being haraffed with a variety of 
good and bad fortune, and alarmed with continual dan- 
gers to her perfon and family, at laft retired into New- ,* g 
mandy, whither ihe had fent her fon fome time before. Continu- 
The death of her brother, which happened nearly aboutitioa of 
the fame time, would have proved fatal to her intereAs,the cinl 
had not fome incidents occurred, which checked the courfe wart, 
of Stephen's profperity. This prince, finding, that the 
Cafiles built b^ the noblemen of his own party encouraged' 
Ae fpirit of independeiKe, and were littlelefs dangerous 
than thofe which remained in the hands of the enemy, 
endeavoured to extort from them a furrender of thofe 
fortrefles; and he alienated Ihe affedions of many of 
them by this equitable demand ". The artillery alio of 
the church, which his brother had brought over to his 
fide, after fome interval, joined the other party. Eu- 
genius III. had mounted the papal throne ; the bithop of 
Windiefter was bereaved of the legatlne commilfion, 
which waa coBferred on Theobald, archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, the enemy and rival of the former l^te. That 
pontifif alfo, having fummoned a general council at 
Rheims in Champagne, inftead of allowing the church 
of England, as had been ufual, to eled its own deputies, 
nominated five EngHfh bifhops to reprefent that diurch, 
and required their prefence in the council. Stephen, 
vriio notwithflaading his prelent difficulties, was jealous 

of 

* Chron. Sax. p. 242. M. Paris, pi 53. " Ctron. Norm, 
p. 979. M. Paris, p. 54. "^ Gen. Sieph. p. 960. Trivn, 
p. II. M. Pfliii, p. 54..." Ckron. Sax. p. 242. W. Malm. 
p. 181. Trivet, p. 16. CboD. Abb, St. Petri dcBtu^, p, 
75. HagulO. p. ajS. 
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C H A P. of the rigtiu of his crowR> refufed them permillion to 
VII. mead ' ; and the pope, fenfible of his sdvantagc in con- 
*— ~v— -• tending with a prince who reigned by a difputed title, 
"^ took revenge by laying all Stephen's party under an in- 
terdiS ". By lhi& fentence, which was now firll known 
ID England, divine fervice was prohibited, and all the 
fundicuai of religion ceafed, except the baptifm of 
infanti and the abfolutiop of dying perfona. The oif- 
conients of the royalifts at this Ittuation were augmented 
by a comparifon with Matilda's partyi who enjoyed 
ul the benefiu of the facred ordinances; and Siepheo 
was at lad obliged, by making proper fubmilUons to 
the fee of Rome, to reoiove the reproach from his 
party K 
11^ The weaknefs of both fides, ratherthan any decreafe 
of mutual animofity, having produced a tacit ceiTation of 
arms in England, many of the nobility, Roger de Mow- 
l>ray, Wilham de Warenne, and others, finding no op- 
portunity to exert their military ardor at home, inlilfed 
Ihemfelves in a new crufade, which, with furprifing fuc- 
oeii, after all former d if appointments and misfortunes, waa 
BOW preached by St. Barnard '*. But an event foon after 
happened, which threatened a revival of hoftilities in Eng- 
land. Prince Henry, who had reached his fifteenth year» 
vas defirous of receiving the honour of knighthood ; a 
ceremony which every gentleman in that age palled 
through before he was admitted to the ufe of arms, and 
which was even deemed requifite for the greateft princ'es. 
He propofedto receive his admilTion from his great -uncle, 
David king, of Sariland ; and for that purpole, he paf- 
fed through England with a great retinue, and was at- 
tended by the mofl confiderable of his partizans *'. He 
ftaid Tome time with the king of Scotland, made in- 
f^jrlions into England ; and by his dexterity and vigour 
in all manly exercifes, by his valour in war, and his pru-r 
dent condud in every occurrence, he rouzed the hopes of 
his party, and gave fymptoras of thofe great qualities, 
which he afterwu^ds difplayed when he mouiued the 
throae 

» Epift. St Thorn, p. 225. * Chron. W. Thorn, p. 

1807. ^ Epift. St. Tbom. p. 2g6. " Hagulft. p. 

ays, 376. " Hoveden, p. 490. GuJ. Newbr. p. 37», 

Geivale, p. 1366. 
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throne of England. Soon after his return to Normandy, he C H A P; 
was, by Matilda's confent, invcfled in that dutchy ° j and VII. 
upon the death of his father, Geoffrey, which hap- '— v^^^ 
pencd in the fubfcquent year, he took potTeflion both ^'$0. 
of Anjou and Maine, and concluded a marriage, which 
brought him a great acceffion of power, and rendered 
him extremely tbrmidabie to his rival. Eleanor, the 
daughter and heir of William, duke of Guienne, and 
earl of Poi&ou, had been married fixteen years to 
Lewis VU. king of France, and had attended him in a 
cnifade, whidi that monarch C(»nmanded a^ainft the 
infidels : But having there loft the affediong of her huf- 
band, and even fallen under fome rufpicions of gallantry 
with a handfome Saracen, Lewis, more delicate than 
politic, procured a divorce from her, and reftored her 
thofe rich provinces, which by her mairiage (he had 
annexed to the crown of France '. Young Henry, 
neither difoouraged by the inequality of years, nor by the 
reports of Eleanor's gallantry, made fuccefshil courtlhip 
to that princelj, and efpoufing her fix weeks after her di- 
vorce, got pofTeiEon of all her dominions as her dowry % 
The luftre which he received from this acquifition, and 
the profpe£t of his riling fortune, had fuch an effeS in 
England, that when StejJien, defirous to enfurc the crown 
to his fon Euftace, required the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury to anoint that prince as his fuccefTor, the primate 
refufed compliance, and made his efcape beyond fea, to 
avoid the violence and revenge of Stephen *. 

Henry, informed of thele difpofitions in I he people, ti<t. 
made an invafion on England J and having gained fome 
advantage over Stephen at Malmelbury, and having 
taken that place, he proceeded thence to throw fuccours 
into Wallingford, which the king had advanced with a 
fuperior army to beliege^. A deciftve aSion was every 
day expeaed } when the great men on both fides, terrifi- 
ed with the profped of farther bloodlhed and confiifion, 
interpofed with their good offices, and fet on foot a ne- 

g)ciation between thefe rival princes. The death of 
uilace, during the courfe of the treaty, facilitated its 



o M. Weft. p. 245, ' Trivet, p. 41. <tM. Paris, 
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C.H A P.ccmcIuCon '^} and an acconamodalton was at laft coB- 

VIL eluded, by which it was agreed, that Stephen (boukl 

^—-v—~J poifeft ihc crown during his life-tinie, that juftice fliould 

'*$3- be adminiftered in his name, even in (he provinces which 

^°r kf~ ^'^ rntunitted to Henry, and that this latter prince {hould, 

mife be- ^^ Stephen's death, fucoeed to the lcii^;dom, and Wil- 

r^^'.^liam, Stephen's fan, to Bookie, and his patrimonial 

Jim;*"* <^**"''''* **'"■ ^^ the barons liad Iwor n to the obTer- 

^„„ Vance of this treaty, and done homage to Henry, a^ to 

the heir of the crown, that prince cYacuatod ihe king- 

Ikath of dom ; and the death of Stephen, which happened next 

(he king, vear, after a fbort illnefs, prevented all thofe quarreb and 

ii;4- jealouiies, which were likely to have enfued in fodeli- 

Oa, vjth.cate a fituation. 

£mgland fuffered great miferies during the reign of 
this prince; but his perfonal chara&er, allowing for the 
temerity and tnjuflice of his ufnrpation^ appears not li- 
able to any great exception ; and he feems to have been 
welt qualiBed, had he fucceeded by a juft title, to have 
promoted the hap^inefs and profpcrity of bb fuJgcas". 
He was poflefTed ot induftry, a£livity, and courage, to a 
great degree j was not deficient in ability ; had the talent 
of gaining men's affedtons; aifd notwithlUnding his 
precarious fituation, never indulged himfelf in the exercife 
of any crtielty or revenge^. His advancement to the 
throne procured him neither tranquillity nor hapinnefs : and 
though the frtuation of England prevented the neigh- 
bouring dales hrom taking any durable adfantage of her 
confufions, her intelline wan and diforders w^e to the 
Hd degree ruinous and defiruQive. The court of Rome 
alfo was permitted, during tiiefe diforders, to madie far- 
ther advances in her ufurpat ions ; and appeals to the pope, 
which had been always (tri£tly prohibited by the Englifli 
laws, became now common in every ecdefiaAtcal con- 
troverfy ^ 

CHAP. 

T Ttiret, p. 22. Gul. Net^. p, 379. Omn. Hemhig. 
p. 4S8. Biauipion, p- ■037> ^ Chron. Sas p. 343. 

Cbron Norm p. 089. M. Paris, p. 61. Brompion, p. 1037, 
1038. Bymer, vol. i. p, 13. ^ W. Malnief p 180. V M. 
Park, p. 51. Hagut. p-siz. ^ H. Hunt. p. 39^. 
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CHAP. vin. 

H E N R Y II. 

State of Earcpe~ — tf Franct Firfl aUs of Henry't 

gnernmenl Difputtt betiueen the ci-vUand eccUfiafti- 

calpo-weri Tbnmat a Becht, arMiJhop of CanUr- 

burj parrel between the king and Becket Con- 

ftitutiens 0/ Clarendon Banifiment af Becket— - 

Campmmife with him Hit return from baitijhment 

—Hit murder Grief and fubmijjitn of the 

' king. 

TH E extenfive confederacies, by which the Eu- CHAP, 
ropean pontentates are now at once united and fct VUI. - 

in oppofition to each other, and which, though they dif- ' '^~'^. 

fufe the leaft fpark of diffcntion through the whole, are "S4- 
- at leaft attended with this advantage, that they prevent ^"^ °^ 
any violent revolutions or conqucfts in particular ftates, """"P*' 
were totally unknown in antient ages ; and the theory of 
foreign politics, in each kingdom, formed a fpeculation 
much lefs complicate and involved than at prefent. Com- 
merce had not yet bound the mod diftant nations tc^^ 
ther in fo clofe a chain : Wars, fiiiilhed in one cam- 
paign and often in one battle, were little a(Fe£ted by the 
movements of remote ftates : The imperfe3 communi- 
cation among the kingdoms, and their ignorance of each 
other's fitualion, made it pradicable for a great number 
of them to combine in one project or effort : And above 
all, the turbulent Ipirit and independent Situation of the 
barons or i^'eat valtals in each llate gave fo much occu- 
pation to the fovereign, that he was obliged to confine 
his attention chiefly to his own fyftem of government, 
and was more indifferent about what pafled among his 
neighbours. Religion alone, not politics, carried abroad 
the views of princes; and either fiied their thoughts on 
the Holy Land, whofe conquefl and defence was deem- 
ed a point of common honour and intereft, or engaged 
them in intrigues with the court of Rome, to whom ihey 
had yielded the diredion of ecclefiallical affairs, and who 
was every day affuming more authority than they were 
willing to allow her. 

Vol. I. Y Befors 
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Betokz the conquell of England by the duke o^ 
Nornundy, this ifliuid wu as mudi fe^rated from the 
* reft of the world in politics as in fituation; and except 
■ '3'p from the inroads of thit Danilh pirates, the Englifh, hap- 
pily conBned at home, had neither enemies nor allies on 
the coatinent. The foreign dominions of William con- 
aeded them with the kings and great vafialt t^ France ; 
and while the oppoTiie preteBfions tA the pope and em- 
peror in Italy produced a continual intercourfe between 
Germany and that couno'y, the two great monarchs of 
France, and England formed, in another part of Europe, 
« fcparate fyftcm, and carried on their wars and nego- 
ciations, without meeting either with oppofition or (up- 
port from the others. 
Stale «f On the decline of the Oarlovingian race, the nobles, 
Fracv. JQ every province of France, taking advantage of (he 
' (oTereign's weakneft, and obliged to provide, each for 

fail own defence, uainft the ravi^ of the Norman 
, free-booters, had aflumed, both in civil and military af* 

fairs, an authority aUnoft independent, and had reduced, 
within very narrow limits, the prerogative of their princes. 
The acceflkin of Hugh Ci^, by annexing a great lief 
-to the crown, had broi^t fome addition of power to the 
«nral dignity; but this fief, though confidcrable for a 
fiibjed, appeared a narrow bafls of force in a prince who 
was placed at the head of fo great a comnuinity. The 
Toyaldemefnes confifted only of Paris, Orleans, £!Aampes, 
Conipiegnc, and a few places, fcattered over the oor- 
tfacm provinces: In aU the reft of the kingdom, the 
prioce's authority was more nomin;^ than real: The 
vafUs were accuftonoed, nay intitlcd to make war, with' 
oat his pcrmiffion, on each other : They were even ui- 
4itlad, if they concaved thcmtelves injured, to turn t^eir 
STHs i^sft their fovereign: They exercifed all dvit 
Mrifififtioti, wi^out appeal, over their tenants and in- 
ccriorTaflids: Theircommon>jcaloufy of the crown eafil/ 
nvted them againft any attempt on their exorbitant pri- 
vik;^ ; and as A>me of them l^d attained the power tf>d 
wU acrity of great princes, even the fmaDoft baron was 
-finv of immecliate and eflhedual protedion. Bcfides fix 
«cclefiBfticai peerages, which, with the other immunities 
Tjf the church, cramped extremely the general execution 
of juftice ; there were fix lay-peerages. Burgundy, Ncff- 
nwidy» Giuenne, Flandars> Tfaoloufe^ and Ctun^wgne, 
which 
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which formed ver^ extenHve and pV^lTaijt {wcBeigtf^. G H 4Pj 
And though the combination of aJl.thele princes find h*- ^VAIJ. 
tons could, on occafion, mufter » mighty [toiver : y^ rr:=>f'^>-^_ 
was it very difficult to fet that great machine in njovp- -i'^* 
menti it was almoll impoflible to preferve harmony. in 
its parts ; a fenle of common intereH alone could, for 8 
lime, unite ihem under their (bvereigfi agninft n cqib- 
aioQ enemy ; but if the kJng ^teijipt^ to tjirn the fprce 
of the community againll any mutinous vafTaij the rams 
ieitfe of comnKin iotereA made the others oppofe themfelvei 
to the fuccefsof his preteniipns, Lewis the Grofe, the l»ft 
fovereign, marched, at onetime, to his frontiers ngainft 
the Germans at the bead of an artpy of two hundred 
thoufand men ; but a petty lord of Corbeil, of Ptufet» 
of Couci, w^i able, at another time, to fet that princs 
ft defiance, and to maintain open ,war agsuuft him. 

Th£ authority of the Englifh monarch was mu<A 
toore exteniive within his kingdoj^i, and the difproportion 
much greater betweeii him and the moA powerliirof hif 
yaflTaU. His demefnes and revenue were very large, 
^mpared to the greatnefs of his {late : He was acciif* 
tomed to levy arbitrary exadions from his fubjeSs: His 
fiQurts of judicature cxercifed jurifdiSion in every part of 
the kingdom : He could crufli by his power, or by * 
judicial fentence, well or ill founded, any obnoziou) 
baron : And though the feudal inflitutioQS, which pre- 
vailed in his kingdom, had the ^aipe tendency, as ig 
mber itates, to ez^dt the arillocracy, and deprefs the mo^ 
iiarchy, it required, in England, accordii^ to its pre* 
[ent conflitution, a great combination of the vaflals tj9 
fippofe their fovereign lord, ai^d there had ^ot hit&erto 
.^rifen any baron fo powerful, as of himfelf to a^9 
war againft the prince, and afford [^otedion to the infe- 
rior barons. < 

WiiiLE fuch were ^e different Gtuationsof Framt 
nod England, and the iUtKr enjoyed fo great ^dvantaglW 
over .the former; the acceflion of Heney II, a princ^.ol' 
gc^at abilities, pofr^iTed of fo niany rich provinces on th* 
fontinent, m^ht appear. an^vent daiigcrgiis, if not fat;^ 
Ho the French mci^atchy, and fiffficiejit to br^fk c^ticely 
tbe balance hetjiirjeen the ftat«s. He »;as mailer, Inth? 
j'ighc of bis father, of Anjou, Tojiraine, and Mwftej 
in that of his mptiier, pf H,(ir|»ian('i' ; W fb^ ^pf hi* 
Y a wife, 
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CHAP, wife, of Guienne, Poi3ou, Xaintc^ne, Auvcrgne, 
l^ni. Perigord> Ai^oumois, ibe Limoufin. He foon after an- 

* ' " '~^ ncxcd Britanny to his other 'ftaccs, and was already pof- 
•'54- fefledef the fuperiwity over that proTince, which, on 
the firft ceflion of Normandy to Rollo the Dane, had, 
by Charles the Simple, been granted in vaffalage to 
that fermidable ravager. Thefe proTinees compofed 
above a third of the whole French monarchy, and were 
much fuperior, in extent and opulence, to thofc territories, 
which were fubjeded to the immediate jurifdidion and 
government of the king. The vaflal was here mwe 
powerful than his lieg<^ lord r The fituation, which had 
cnaUcd Hugh Capet to depofe the Carlovingian princes, 
lieemed here to be renewed, and that with much greater 
advantages on the fide of the vaflal : And when England 
was added to fo many provinces, the French king had 
reafon to apprehend, from this conJunSure, fome greater 
difafter to himfelf and to his family. But in rcahty, it 
was this circumllance, which appeared fo formidable, that 
favcd the Capetian race, and, by its confe<]uences, exalted 
them to that pitch of grandeur, which they at piefent 
enjoy. 

Tmi limited authority of the prince in the feudal con- 
ftitutions prevented the king of England from employ- 
ing with advantage the force of fo many Hates, which 
were fubjeded to his government; and thefe different 
members, disjranted in fituation, and difagreeing in 
laws, language and manners, were never thoroughly c^ 
mented into one monarchy. He foon became, ixith from 
his diAant place of refidence and from the incompatibi- 
lity of interefls, a kind of foreigner to his French domi- 
nions ; and his fubjeds on the continent confidered their 
allegiance as more naturally due to their fuperior lord, 
who lived in their neighbourhood, and who was 'acknow- 
ledged to be the fupreme head of their nation. He was 
always at hand to invade them ; their immediate lord 
was ofien at tod great a diflance to proted them ; and 
■ny difwder in any part of his difpeifed dominions gsve 
advantages againA him. The other powerful vaffals of 
the French crown were rather pleafed to fee the eitpulfion 
of the Englilh, and were not affeded with that jealoufy, 
which would have arifen firom the opprellion of a <x>- 
vafla), who wai of the fame rank wi^ thcmfelves. By 

this 
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this meaiw, the king of France found it more etfy toCH AP, - 
conqoer thefe numerous provinces from England, than to VIH, 
fitbdue a duke of Normandy or Guienne, a count of An^ '~~^''~"^. ' 
jou, Maine or Poifitou. And after reducing fuch ex- '*S4^' 
tenfive territories, which immediately incorporated with 
the body of the monarchy, he found gresKr facility of 
uniting to the crown the other great fiefs, whichfliU re- 
mained fcparate and independent. 

Bu T as thefe important confisquences could not be fbre- 
iecn by human wifdom, the French king remarked with ' 
terror the rifing grandeur of the houfe of Anjou or Plan- 
tagenet ; and in order to retard its pr<^rels, he had ever' ' 
maintained a firid: union with Stephen, and had en- ' 
deavourcd to fupport the tottering fortunes of that bold 
ufuTper. But after this prince's death, it was too late to 
think of oppoGng the fucceflion of Henry, or preventing 
the performance of thofe ftipulations, which, whh the 
unanimous confent of the nation, he had made widi his 
predeceffor. The Englifh, tired with civil wars, aitd 
dJIgufied with the bloodflied and depredations, which, 
during the courfe of lb many years, had attended them, 
were Tittle difpofed to violate their oaths, by excluding the 
lawful heir from the fucceflion of theirmonarch^. Many 
of the moft confiderable fortreiTei were in die bands of 
his parti'zans ; the whole nation had had occajion to fee 
the noble qualities with which he was endowed ', and 
to compare Aem with the mean talents of William, the 
fon of Stephen; and as they were acquainted with his*- 
great power, and were rather pleafed to fee the acceffion 
of fo many foreign dominions to the crown of En^and, 
they never entertained the leaft thoughts of refilling him. 
Henry himfelf, fenfible of the advantages attending his 
prefent lituation, was in no hurry to arrive in England ; 
and being engaged in the fiege of a caftle on die hontiers 
of Normandy, when he received intelligence of Ste- 
phen's death, he made it a point of honour not to depart 
from his enterprise, tiH he had brought it to an ifTue. HeSthDtj 
then fet out on his journey, and was received in England eemb. 
with the acclamations of alf orders of men, who fwore 
with pleafure the oath of fealty and allegiance to him. 

TWE 



* Mattli. Paris, p. 6$. ■ GuL Nenbr. p. 3S1. 



jnGoo^Ic 



3*8 HISTORYoi'ENGLAND. 

C-R Al*- Ttt-i. firft a£t of Henry's gdvemment ccrrerponded to 
V-ffl. the high idw entertained ot hU vigour and abilities^ and 
*-^-^/— s-* ^rogtoifticrted the re-eftsblifbment of jtiflJce and tran- 
I *'i9- quillit)r> of which the kingdom had been lb long bereaved. 
Fntft aOi He immediatcljf difmilFed all thofe mercenary tbldiers* 
« Hen- ^Ijq i,,^ committed infinite diforders in the nation ; and 
V • IE*" be fcnt them abroad, together with William d'Ypres, 
TIF'TBiif. tjieir leadcFj the great friend snd coh&dent of Stephen *-. 
He rooked all the grants made by hta predeceJTor , attd 
ertn titoit which iMCeflity had en(Hted frtwn the fimprefs, 
MatiMa} uid that princefs, who had resigned her rights 
in ftydur of Henry, made no oppofttion to a mealwe lb 
mcefiiliy for lupporting the dignity of the crdwn. He 
r^ai^ed the ccnnt which had been extremely debafed 
dtmeg his prcdetieEbr's reign ; and he took proper mea* . 
fives ^ainft the return of hkeabufes*. He was rigorous 
in the fexecutini of juftice, and irl the fuppreflion of rotn 
befy abd violence ; and that be might refiore authority to 
tile laws, he ctufed all the new ere3ed caftles to be 
d^thbtiflied, which had'prov'ed fo ihany fitnduaries to 
fipebobtM and r^U '. The earl «f Albemarle, Hugh 
Mdrttm^^ and Rogfer« the fon of. Miles of OloticAery 
v/tn indintd to mikri (bme. reftflanci to thii fatutiry 
nUeafbre ; but the approach of the kii^' with his forces, 
food obliged thcn^ td fbbihit °. 
li;& fivfRY thing being r^lVttred to flitl tranqiliUity in Eng- 
land, Hem'y ^ent abrdad in ordet td oppofe the attempts 
of hid brother^ Ocoffreyj whoi daribg his abrence, had 
nmde ra indirfian infco Arijou and Maine, had adTinced 
fohie pretettitoiis to thefc provinces, ahd had got poffefflon 
of 8 confid^rable paft ai them >*. On the king's appear- 
, ante. 



dered that his body Ihoutd not be buried, till Henry fliould 
fvear to th«L oMn^udc df ilj. >ffich hf^l iff ijitotiof dti "cta- 
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ance, the people returned to their allegUaco ; ud C H A P^ 
Geoffrey, rellgoing his claim, for an annual pcnfltm of VIU. 
a thoufand pounds, departed and took poflefTion of the ^ " ^'~ [ 
county of Nantz, which the inhabitants, who had ex- *'57" 
pelled count Hoel, their prince, had put into fait hands'. 
Henry returned to England the following year ; and the 
incurfions of the WelOi then provoked him to makit an 
invalion upon them ; where the natural faAneOa of tfaa 
country bred him great difficulties, and even brought him 
into danger. His vanguard) being engaged in a nnronr 
pafs, was put to rout ; and Henry de Eflex, the hersdii 
. tary ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw down 
the (tandard, took to flight, uid exclaimed that the king 
was (lain : And had not that prince immediately appeared 
in perTon, and led on hit troops with great bravery, the 
confequences might have proved &tal to the whole army '^i 
For this mifliehaviour, EfTex wu afterwards accafed 
of felony by Robert deMontfort; was vanquKhed in lingle 
combat j his efiate was conhfcated ; and he himktf 
was thruft into a convent^. The fubmiflions of ths 
Welfh procured them an accommodation with Eag- 
land. 

The martial difpofttion of the princes in that age nA 
engaged them to head (heir own armies in every ehtep- 
prize, even the moll frivolous ; and their fecUc aullia< 
rity made it commonly impra£ticablc fiar ihem to dele* 
nte, on occafion, the command to their nMn|). 
Geoffrey, the king's brodier, died (ixHi after he had ac- 
quired pofleffion of Nantz ; attd though he had no other 
title to that county, than the vtduntary fubmifiion ar dco* 
tion of the inhabitants two jeut beforfl, Henry laid chdm 
to the territory as devolved to him by hereditary right, 
and he went over to fopport his pretenlions by ram of 
arms. Conan, duke <x carl of Britanny (for theie titles 
are given indifferently by hiftoriani to thefc princes) pr«- 
t«nd«d 

tents, was induced to do. But be£det. that this ftoi^ it Mt 
veiy likely of itfelf, and favours of iBonkifh fiOien, h u fwHd 
in no other aniient writer, and is CoiitiadjSedby fooie of iboit 
paniculariy the monk of Marmotiticr, irlio had better opooi^ 
tuuties than Newbridge of kno^g the tmth. See Vita 
Daufi. Due- NonoaR. p. J93' 

' Brompton, p. 1049. ^ ■iNfwIir. 9- 393- Qmo- W. 

Weming. p. 49?, »• M. Pans, p. 70. (^ewbr, p. jjj. . 
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CH A P. tcndeil that Nantz had been lately feparated by rebellio* 
Vni. horn his principality, to which of right it belonged ; and 

?- '~ immediately on Geoffrey's death, he took pofTeflion of 
*'5*- the difputed territory. Left Lewis, the French Wing, 
Ihoold interpoTe in the controverfy, Henry paid htm s^ 
vilit^ and fo allured him by careiTes and civilities, that 
an alliance was concrafled between them, andthey agreed, 
that young Henry, heir of the Englilh monarchy, Ihould 
be simnced to Margaret of France", though the former 
was only five years of ae^, and the latter was ftill in her 
cradle. Henry, now fecure of meeting with no inter- 
ruption on this fide, advanced with his army into Britan- 
ny } and Conan, in defpait of being able to make refif- 
tancc, delivered up the county of Nantz to the king. 
The ability of that monarch procured him farther and 
more important advantages from this incident. Conan, 
barafTcd with the mrbulent difpofition of his fubjeds, 
was defiious of procuring to himfelf the fupport of fa 
great a monarch ; and he betrothed his daughter and only 
child, yet an infant, to Geofirey, the king's third fon, 
who was of the fame tender years. The duke of Bri- 
tanny died about feven years after; and Henry, on pre- 
tence' of being guardtali to his fon and daughter-in-law, 
-put himfelf in po«c^on of that principality, and annexed 
H to his other great dominions ^. 
nS* ■ The king had a profpca of making ftill farther ac- 
quifitions; and the ad:ivity of his.temper allowed no op- 
-portiunty of that^kind to efcape him. Philippa, dutcheis 
ef Guienne, mother of .queen Eleanor, was the only 
-ilTue cf William iV. count of Tho^uloufe; and Ihould 
.have :iiiherited' hi^ dominions, had not that prince, de- 
firous of fn'e£crvlng .tlie fucceflion in the male line, con- 
veyed the principshty to his brother, Raymond de St. 
Gilles, by a contra^ pf (ate which was in that age re- 
garded as fiSious and illufory. By (his means, the title 
I to the county of Thouloufe came to be difputed between 
the male and female heirs, and the one or the other, as 
- opfionuijities' fsyoured.thcmi luid obtained poflcOion. 
Raymond, grandfon of Raymond de St. Giites, was the 
.reigning fovereigil; aad.Dn Henry's reviring his wife's 
. ~ . -■ . claim, 

_,. M M. Pa"'?? P- 68. _M, Wtft. Pi a-48. Trivet, p. 35, 
" HoVrten, pi JiJ -Neubr p. 396, Chron W, Heming. 

p.496.-^- --^^ ■■■ <v •; -■ :,.. ^ :: 
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^aim, this prince had recourfe for proteaion to the kingC HAP. 
of France, who was fo tnuch concerned in policy to pre- Vlli. 
vent the farther aggrandizement of the Englifh monarch. ^-— >'"— ^ 
Lewis himfeif, when married to Eleanor, had afferied the * ' 59; 
juftice of her claim, and had demanded poffeflion of 
Thouloufe'^i but his fentimems changing with his in- 
tereft, he now determined to defend, by his power and 
authority, the title of Alfon(b. Henry found, that it 
would be requifite to lupport his pretenfions againft potent 
antagonilts ; and that nothing but a great army could 
maintain a claim, which he had in vain afler ted by ar- 
guments and manifefloee. 

An army, compofeddf feudal vaflals, was commonly 
very intraftablc and undifciplined, both becaufe of the 
independent fpirit of the perfons who ferved in it, and be- 
caufe the commands were not given either by the choice 
of the fovereign or from the military capacity and expe- 
rience of (he oiScersr Each baron conduced his own 
vaflals : Hii rank was greater or iefs, proportioned to the 
extent of his property ; Even the fupreme command un- 
der the prince was often attached to birth : And as the 
military vaffals were obliged to ferve only forty days at 
their own charge; though, if the expedition was diftant, 
they were put to great expence ; the prince reaped very 
little benefit from their attendance. Henry, fenfible of 
thefe inconveniences, levied upon his vaffals in Normandy 
and other provinces, which were remote from Thouloufe, 
3 fum of money in lieu of their fervice ; and this com- 
inutaEion, by reafon of the great diftance, was ftill mora 
advantageous, for his Englilh valfals. He impofed,' there- 
fore, a fcutage of three pounds on each knight's fee, 3 
(»ndition, to which, though it was unufual, and the; 
firft perhaps to be met with in hiftory "*, the mihtary ten- 
ants willingly fubmitted ; and wiiii this money, he levied 
an army which was more under his command, and whofe 
fervice was more durable and conilant. ' Aflilled by Ber- 
cnger, count of Barcelona, and Trincaval, coiint of 
Nifmes, whom he had gained to his party, he invaded 
the county of ThouWre; and after taking Verdun, 
CaAelnau, and other places, he befieged the capital of 
the province,, and was likely to prevail in the enterprize; 
when 

P Neubr. p. 387, Chron W. Heming. p. 494, ^ Pei« 
Daniel, Tal..i. 1216. Gcrvale. p. i^Si. 
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CHAP, when Lewis, advancing before the arrival of h'n maio 
Vin. body, threw himfelf into the place with a fmall rein- 

*-~^' -* ftx^ement. Henry was urged by feme of his mtnilters 
"59- to profccute the r:ege, to take Lewis prifoner, andtoim- 
pofe his own terms in the pacification; but he either 
thought it fo much his interefl to maintain the feuds) 
principles, by which his foreign dominions were fecured, 
or bore fo much relpe& to his fuperior lord, that he de- 
dared he would not attack a place defended by him in 
perfon ; and be immediately railed the liege ''. He mar- 
ched into Normandy to prote3 that province agatnft an in- 
curlion, which thecountofDreux,inuigated by king Lewis, 
his brother, had made upon it. War was now openly 
carried on between the two monarchs, but produced no 
inemorable event, and was flopped by a cefTation of arms, 
and afterwards by a peace, which was not, however, at< 
tended with any confidence or good correfpordencc be- 
tween thefe rival princes. The fortrefs of Gifors, beii^ 
1160 P"" "' '''^ dowry llipulated to Margaret of France, had 
been configned by agreement to the knights tempIarS) on 
condition that it Ihoutd be delivered into Henry's hands, 
after the celebration of the nuptials. The king, that he 
might have a pretence for immediately demanding the 
[rface, ordered the marriage to be folemnized between 
ihe prince and princcfs, though both infants *■ ; and he 
engaged the grand-mafler of the Temple, by large pre- 
fcnts, as was generally fufpeQed, to put him in ptrf"- 
fefEon of Gifors^ Lewis refeming this fratKhilent con- 
n6i. AuSt, banifhed, the templars from France, and wouM 
have made war upon the king of England, had it not 
been for the mediation and atithority of Pope Alexan- 
der III. who had been chaced from Rome by the an* 
tipope, Viftor IV. and refided at that time tn France. 
That we may form a notion of the authority poffefTed bf 
the Roman ponti£F during thofe ages, it may be proper 
to remark, that the two kingshad, the year before, met 
the pope at the caflle of Torci oa the Loir ; and they 
gave 

tFiti-Steph. p. 22. Kceto, p. 531, » Hoveden, p. 

' 49a, Newbt p. 400. DicctQ, p. 532. BK>mptitm,p. 1450^ 

« Since the firfl puUiotion of this hifloiy. tord Lyttletoa 

ias putlifticd a copj of the treaty between Heniy and Lewis, 

if which it appears, if there Were no feciec article^ that 

Hear/ vits not gailcy of any fraud ^ this tnn&^iqa. 
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fxve him Tuch marlu of rdped, that iHJth dt&flomttcd C H A pj 
n-oni their horfes to receive him, and h<Mng each of VIU. 
th^m one of the reins of hi« bri(}le, wattced on loot by * """'^ 
his fide, and eottduded him in that fubmiflive laaniier >>&<^ 
into the caftle ^. 

Hki«rt, fooA after he hud accAinniodated his diS^- ■■&>- 
ences with Lewis by the {K>pe'9 mediation, returned to 
England ; where he commenced an entcrpctze, which, 
thoHgh required by found policy, and even «mda£ted in 
ithe main with prudence, bred him infinite thfqaietude, 
Hivolved him in great danger,ao<lwaa not conclvdcd with- 
Atit fotne lofs and difhonoiH*. 

The dfurpations of the clergy, which had at firft DiQnuei 
heen gradual, were nOw become forapid, and had moun- betwee« 
ted to fuch a height, that the Conteft between the regale ^^ <^i»''' 
*nd pontificale was really arrived at a crifis in Enfj^nd } ?"1 ^'^f'^ 
and it became neceffary to determine whether thefeng"*"'^ 
Or the priefls, particularly the archbiihop of Canterbury,**"*"* 
fliould be fovereign of the kingdom ^. The afpiring 
J^irit of Henry, which gave inquietude to all his neigh' 
hottrs, was not likely to pay long a tame fubmiflion to 
the encroachments of fubje^s; and as nothing opera 
rtficn*s eyes fo readily as their intercft, be was in no danger 
of falling, in this refped:, into that abje^ fuperdition, 
which retained his people in fubjeaion. From the com- 
Riencement pf his reign, in the government of his foreign 
Atminions, ^ weli as of England, he had fhewed a fixed 
purpofe to reprefs clerical ufurpations, and to maintain 
tliofe prerogatives, which had been tranfmltted to him 
fcy his predeceflors. During the fchifm of the papacy 
between Alexander and ViSor, he had determined, for 
fome time, to remain neuter ; and when he was inform- 
ed, that the archbifliop of Rouen and the bifliop of 
lAini had, from their own authority, acknowledged 
Alexander as legitimate pope, he was fo enraged, that, 
though he fpared the archbiftiop on account or" his great 
age, he immediateiy iffucd orders for overthrowing tha 
beilfes pf (he hilhop of Mans and archdeacon of 
Routin ^ ) and it 1)^3$ not tHl be had deliberately examined 

the 

■•■ Tffirot, p. 48. * Fite-Stcphen, p. «7. » Fita^Ste- 
fhtd, f, 1$. Thk ewdi^QL appears viglent and wtntnuy ; but 

■'■"""■'■■■" was 
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CHAP, the maRer> by thofc views, which ufuall)' enter into tbe 
VII. councils of princeSi that he allowed that pontiff to exer- 
^'""'''"■^ cil'c authority over any of his dominions. In England, 
'*"*■ the mild chara^er and advanced years of Theobald, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, tc^ether with his merits in 
refufmg to put the crown on the head of Euftace, fon 
of Stephen, prevented Henry, during the life-time of 
that primate, from taking any meafures againft the mul- 
tiplied encroachments of the clei^y : But after bis death, 
the king refolved to exert himfelf with more adivity ^ ; 
and that he mi^iht be fecure againft any oppofition, he 
advanced to that dignity Becket, his chancellor, on whofe 
compliance, bethought, he could entirely depend. 
Tune 3. Thomas aBecket, the tirflman of Engl iih pedigree, 
Tbomas a who fince the Norman conquef^, had, during the courfe of 
Becket, a whole century, rifen to any conliderable Ilation, was 
archbi- born of reputable parents in the city of London ; and 
fliopof being endowed boih with induflry and capacity, he early 
Canter- inlinuated himfelf into ihe favour of archbiQiop Theo- 
^""J- bald ", and obtained from that prelate fome preferments 
and offices. By their means, he was enabled to travel 
for farther improvement to Italy, where he (ludied the 
civil and canon law itt Bologna ^ ; and on his return, he 
appeared to have made fuch proficiency in knowledge, 
that he was promoted by his patron to the archdeaconry 
of Canterbury, an office of confiderable mift and profit '. 
He was afterwards employed with fuccefs by Theobald ta 
tranfading bufinefs at Rome ; and on Henry's acceflioiia 
he was recommended to that monarch as worthy of farther 
preferment °, Henry, who knew that Becket bad been 



was luitabte to the (train of adminHlration in tbole days. His 
&tbir, Geoffrey, though reprefented as a mild prince, let him 
an example of much greater violence. Wben Geoffrey was 
maftcr of Normandy, the chapter of Seez prefumed without 
bis content, to proceed to the election of a bilhop { upon which 
he ordered all of them with the Uffiop elcA to be cafbated, 
and made all their tellicles be brought bim in a platter Fitz- 
Steph. p. 44- In the war of Tbouloule Henry laid a lieav^ 
snd an arbitrary taz on all the churches within bis dominians. 
See Epift. S, Thom. p. 131. 

c Fiiy-Steph. p. 18 '' Hift. Quadn'partiu, p. 6. M- Pari*, 
p. 69. Newbt p. 395. " Pitz-Stepfa. p. ;a, Bfoi 
p. 1057. "' Hift. Quadr. p 6. M. Parb, p. 69. <> E 
ton, p. 1057. Geivafc, p. 1377. 
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inftrumental in fupporting that refolution of the archbi- CHAP. 
Ihop, which had tended io much to facilitate his own ad- VIII. 
vancement to the throne, was already prepoflelTed in his """"C""*^ 
favour ; and finding, on farther acquaintance, that his Ht**- 
fpirit and abilities entitled him to any truil, he foon pro- 
moted him to the dignity of chancellor, one of the firft 
civil offices in the kingdom. The chancellor, in that age, 
besides the cuftody of the great feal, had pofTeflion of all 
vacant prelacies and abbies ; he was the guardian of all 
Xuch minors and pupils as were the king's tenants } all ba- 
ronies which efcheated to the crown were under his ad- 
minillration ; he was entitled to a pface in council, even 
though he was not particularly fummoned ; and as he ex- 
«rcifed alfo the office of fecretary of ftate, and it belong- 
ed to him to counterfign ail commiflions, writs, and let- 
ters-patent, he was a kind of prime minifler, and wae 
concerned in the difpatch of every bufinefs of impor- 
tance ". After obtaining this high office, Becket, as he 
advanced in favour, was made provoflof Beverley, dean 
of Haftings, and conftable of the Tower: He was put 
in pofTeffion of the honours of Eye and Berkham, large 
baronies that had efcheated to the crown ; and to compleat 
his grandeur, he was entrufted with the education of 
Prince Henry, the king's eldeft fon, and heir of the mo- 
narchy ', The pomp of his retinue, the fumpcuoufnefs 
of his furniture, the luxury of his table, the munificence 
of his prefents, correfponded to thefe great perferments ; 
or rather exceeded any thing, which England had ever 
before fcen in any fubje3. His hiftorlan and fecretary, 
Fitz-Stephen ", mentions, among other particulars, that 
his apartments were everyday in winter covered with 
clean ftraw or hay, and in fummer with green ruihes or 
boughs ; left the gentlemen who paid their court to hfm, 
and who could not, by reafon of their great number, find 
a place at table, fhould foil their fine deaths by fitting 
on a dirty floor ^. A grsat number of knights were re- 
tained 

" Pitz-Steph. p. 13. ' Fitz-Stepb, p. 15. Hift. Quad. 
P- 9. "+■ " P- 15- ^ John Baldwin held the manor of 
Otcrarsfee in Ayleftniry of the king in foccage, by the fcr- 
vice of finding litter for the king's bed, viz. in fiimoier, gtafs 
or herbs, and two grey geefe, and in mnier ftrtw and tiiree 
eels, thrice in a year, if the king Aiould come thrice, In a year 
to Ayleflniiy, Madox, Bar. Anglica, p. 847. 
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C H AP.tuiwd in his Icrvice; the greateft barons were proud of 
VllL being received at his taUe i his boufe was a place of edu- 

•■^ — v"^-* caiioo for the fons of the chief nobility ; and the king 
itoa. himltlf frequently vouchfafed to partake of his entertain- 
mcDis. As his way of life w«s Iplendid and opulent, his 
Mnulemenls uid occupations were gay, and paitotJt of 
the cavalier fpirit, which, as he hacTonly taken deacon's 
orders, he did not think unbehtiing his charader. 
He employed himfclf at leiftire bours in hunting, hawk- 
ing, gaming and horfemanfhip; he expofed his perfon in 
fever^ military actions " ; he carried over, at his owa 
char^i feven hundred knights to attend the king in hit 
wars at Thouloufe; in the fubfequcnt wars on the (ion> 
tiers of Normandy, be itiaintained, during forty days, 
twelve humlred knights, and four thouland of their train " ; 
«nd in an embafly to France, with which he was en- 
Irufted, he aftoni(hed that court with the number and 
magnihcence of his retinue. 

Henrv, befides committing all his mc^e important 
^finefs to Becket's man^ement, honoured him with hit 
jiriendfbip and intimacy ; and whenever he was difpofed 
Jo relax lumfetf i>y fports of any kind, he admitted hi* 
chancellor to the party ". An inftance of their fomi- 
liariiy is mentioned by Fitz- Stephens, which, as it Qiews 
tii^ manaers.of the age, it may not be improper to re- 
late. One day. as the king and chancellor were riding 
together in the ftieets of London, they obl'erved a beg- 
gar, who w^ ftiivering with cold. Would it not be very 
praifft- worthy, faid the king, to give that poor man a warm 
coat in this fcvei e fealbn ? It would, furely, replied the 
.cfaancellcM- ; and you -do well, Sir, in thinking of fuch 
£Ood aftions. Then he Ihall have one prefently, cried 
the king : And feizii^ the fldrt of the chancellor's cott 
began to pull it violently. The chancellor defended him- 
kU for forae titne ; and they had both of them like tP 
iiave tumbled cff their horfes in the ftreet, when Bcfkx^ 
:afcera vehement nru^le, let go his coat; which the 
king beftowed on the beggar, who, being ignoram of 
the quality of ,tlut pMfofls, vas not a Jit^ forpirized with * 
.the pnfMt '. 

Becket, 

*■ Pitc-Swphen. p ^3. 'Kft. Q^. p. 9. ** Tits. 
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BsCKETf who, by his complaifance and good hu-CHAP, 
mour, had rendered himfelf agreeable, and by his in- VIII. 
dyftry and abilities ufeful, to his mafter, appeared to *—v—^ 
bim the fiiteft perfon for fupplying the vacancy made by ' '6** 
the death of Theobald ; and as he was well acquainted 
with the king's intentions '^ of retrenching, or rather con- 
finiag within the antient bounds, all ecclefiafticat pri- 
vikges, and (hewed always a ready difpofitton to comply 
with them ", Henry, who never expefled any refiftance 
trom that quarter, immediately ifTued orders for ele^ng 
him archbilhop of Canterbury. But this reMution, 
which was taken contrary to the opinion of Matilda, and 
many of the miniflers ^, drew after it very unhappy con- 
fequences ; and never prince of fo great penetration, ap- 
peared, in the iiTue, to have fo little underllood the ge- ' 
nius and chaiader of his minifter. 

No fooner wai Becket inflalled in this high dignity, 
which rendered him for life the fecond perfon in the king- 
dom, with fome pretenfions of afpiring to be the firft, 
than he totally idtered his demeanor and condu3 ''^, and 
endeavoured to retrieve the charafler of fandity, of which 
his former bufy and oflentatious courfe of life might, 
in the eyes of the people, have naturally bereaved him. 
Without confulting the king, he immediately returned 
into his hands the commiflion of chancellor"; pretend- 
ing, that he muft henceforth detach himfelf firom fecular 
affairs, and be folely employed in the exercife of his 
facred &n3ion -, but in reality, that he might break off 
all connexions with Henry, and apprife him, that Becket, 
as primate of England, was now become entirely a new 
perfonage. He maintained, in his retinue and attend- 
ants akMie* his ancient pomp and lullre, which was ufe- 
ful to llrjke the vulgar : In his own perfon he aflFe^ed 
the greateft aufterity, and moll rigid mortification, 
which, he was fenfible, would have an equal or a greater 
tendency to the fame end. He wore fack-cloth next his 
Ikin, which, by his afield care to conceal it, was ne- 
ceflarily 

Q-Fitz-Steph. p. 17. "^ Fitz-Steph. p. 43. Epift, St. 
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C H A P. ceflarily the more remarked by all ihe wOrW: He 
Vin. changed it fo feldom, that it was filled with dirt and ver» 

^— ^ ' min' : Hisufual diet was bread; his drink, water '', which 

iioa. |,g CYeii rendered farther unpalatable by the mixture of 
unfavoury herbs: He tore his back with the frequent dif- 
ciptine which he inflifted on it: He daih' on his knees 
waftied, in imitation of Chrift, the feet ot thirteen beg- 
gars, whom he afterwards difmiffed with prefents \ He 
gained the aETeSions of the monks by his frequent cha- 
rities to the convents and h^fpitals : Every one who made 
profeflion of fanSity was admitted to his convei'fation, 
and returned full of panegyrics on the humility, as well 
as the piety and mortification, of the holy primaie : He 
Teemed to be perpetually employed in reciting prayers and 
pious Ie3ures, or in periifing rehgious difcourles : His 
afpe£t wore the appearance of fcrioufneis, and mental 
Tecolle3!on, and Iccret devotion : And all men of pe- 
"retration plainly faw, that he was meditating Tome great 
defign, and that the ambition and oftentation of his cha- 
raSer had turned itfelf towards a new and more danger- 
ous objeQ, 
1163. Becret waited not till Henry Ihould commence thoTe 
Quarrel projeSs againft the ecclefiaftical power, which, he knew, 
deiween [,ad been formed by that prince: He was himfelf ihe 
'^*B ^ aggreffor; and endeavoured to overawe the king by the 
"^ ^**^" intrepidity and boldnefs of his enterprises. He fum- 
"■ moned the eafi of Clare to furrender the barony of Tun- 

brid^e, which ever fince the conqiieft, had remained in 
the fiimily of that nobleman, but which, as it had for- 
merly belonged to the fee of Canterbury, the primate 
pretended his predecefTors were prohibited by the can- 
ons to alienate. The earl of Clare, befides the ludre 
which he derived from the greatnefs of his own birth, 
and the extent of his poffeflions, was allied to all the 
chief families in the kingdom; his fifter, who was 
a celebrated beauty, had farther extended his credit 
among the nobility, and was even fuppofed to have 

fained the king's affections \ and Becket could not better 
ifcover, than by, attacking fo powerful an interell, his 
rcfo- 

* Pitz-St^h. p. 24, Hift. Quad. p. 17, 18. Hoveden, 
. p. 520. Tnvet, p. 41. i"' Fttz-Steph. p. 24. ^ Hoveden, 
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nfelutiqa to Qsi^taui w^ti viffm the nf^\s, real .or {fMh fHW^t^ 
tended, of hi» fte'. yffl. 

William de Eynsford, 'a military jctisot ,of ihc 5-="'y'"^«^ 
crown, yfn p^crou of a living, whiiji bfitu^ed to a 1^3- 
^anor that beld of the srchbUhop of Canterbury ; fad 
3ecket, without i^ard to William's ri^t, prfifented, on 
a new and illegal pretext, one Lfturence to ibxt Jiving* 
who was violently expelled by Eyjiaford. The primatei 
jmaking himfelf, as was vfvtX in fpiritual .coort;, tioth 
judge and pviy, iHtsedout, in a fummary mmasr, the 
jtentence of excofnmuni cation agsinft Eynsford, who 
complain^ to ihc Idn^, that he, who held in egp{u l4 
fhe crown, Ibould, contrary to the praSice eftabliflted 
4^ the Conqueror, ^nd maintained ever fmcc by his foC' 
*^Qn, be mt:^^ed to that terrible feotencc, witlufut tbf 
jjieviows coafept of the fovcreign '^. Henryi wbo hft^ 
jioji' broken off ail perfonal imercourfe with Becket, Tent 
iiim, by a meSenger, his orders to abfelve £yn^ordf 
ibut.received for amwer, that it belonged Jiot to the fcing 
to infotm him whtwn he ihould ablblve and whcon «*!• 
commuEiicate'^: And it was not till after many cemoa- 
.^rances and menaces, .that Be<iket, though withthe woift 
grace iinagin»ble, was Indiced to «uiiply with the xo)!«l 
mandate. 

Henry, though he found .himfelf thus giicvOufly 
■tniftaken in the cfiarader of the pedbn whom he :b>a 
prompted to the primacy, determined not to.defift .fcom 
biS'former intention .of retrenching clerical ufuipationt. 
Jje was entirely maAer of his exierriive dominions: The 
prudence .and vigOMr.of his .adminiflraliqn, attended with 
Jjerpetifal fiicce&, jiifd .railed bis chocaSer above tfaat.of 
^ny of* his- predeoeflbrs ^ : The papacy teemed to .he 
.weakened by a Ichilini whidi divided all Europe : ,AikI 
.he rightly judged, that, if the prefent favourahle (q)- 
P(M-tunity wert n^lefied, the -crown muft, from the 
prevaknt fupeiiftiiiQn of , the [pec^le, be in .danger of .ii^- 
liiwintOHnjtmiie^fiibciidination under ihe.[iiitze. 

XUf .tmion 9f Atw <;ivil andecdcliaftieal powcFsfenws-- 
extremely, in every ci^^lized.gosectunent,. .lo.the.matt- 
.MnanicfcRf pMMiMid f)r^r.i.iind prevents .tfaofe .mutual 

-Vo L. I. ; ; dz; ;m- 
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CHAP, incroadimuits, which, u there can be no ultimate jihfge 
Vm. between tbenit are often attended with the moft dangcr- 
V— 'v^-Jous confequenccs. Whether the fupreme ma^ftratCf 
■1163. who ufutcsthcTe powers, receives the appellation of prinee 
w prelate, it Uix)t material: The fuperior weight, which 
temporal intercfts commonly bear ra the apprehenfions 
ci men above fptritual, readers the civil part of his cha- 
rader moft prevalent ; and in time prevent* thoTe pok 
impoSutes and bigoted perfemtions, which, in all falfc 
religions, are the chief lotindation of clerical aethori^x. 
But during the progre& of ecclefiaflicat uttirpationsr the 
ftater by the refiftance (^ the civil magiftrate, is natu- 
rally tltfown into convulfions; and it behoves the prince, 
both for his own intereft, and for that of the pHblic> to 
provide in time fufficient barriers aj^inft fodat^erous and 
inTidioui' a rival. This precaution had been hitherto 
much tiegleded in England^ as well as is other catholic 
countries ; and affairs at U& feemed to have come to a 
dangerous crifts : A fevereign of the greateft abilities 
was now on the thiotte: A prelate of the moll inflexible 
and intrepid charaSer was poflefled of the primacy : 
The contending powers appeared to be armed with their 
fill! force, and it was natural to expe& Ibme extraordinar; 
event to refult from their rencounter. 
■ Amomo their other inventions to obtain money, the 
clergy had inculcated the neceflity of penance as an atone- 
ment foifm; and having again introduced the pradice 
.of paying them large fums as a commutation, or fpecies 
«f atonement, for the remiflion of ihefe penances,^ the 
fms of the people, by thcfe means, had become a re- 
venue to the prie^, and the king computed, that, by 
this invention alone, they levied more money from his 
fsbjeds, than flowed, by all the funds and taxes, into 
the royal exchequer ^. That he might eafe his fubjeas 
of fo heavy and arbitrary an impofition, Henry required, 
that a civil officer of his appointment Ihould be prefent in 
all ecclefiaftical couns, and fhoald, for the fiiture, give 
. his confent to everf compoTitton, wbidt v/as made with 
finners for their fpiritual offences. 

Thk ecdefiaftics, in that (^e, had renounced all inft- 
- mediate fubordination to the magiflrate: Hiey openly 
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tende*] to an exemption, in criminal acciifationst fromCHAP. 
a trial before courts of juftice ; and were gradually ititro- VIU. 
ducing alike exemption in civil caufes: Spiritual pe- '~'~''^~~'. 
jialties alone couid be inflifted on their offences; And as. V^3": 
■ the clergy had extremely multiplied in England, and 
many of them were confequently of very low charafters, 
crimes of the deepefi dye, murders, robberies, adulteries, 
rapes, were daily committed with impunity by the ec- 
clefiaftics. It had been found, for inftance, by enquiry, 
that no lefs than an hundred murders had, fince the king's 
acceflion, been perpetrated by men of that profelTion, 
who had never been called to account for thefe offences " ; 
and holy orders were become a full proteQion for alt 
enormities. A clerlf in Worcefterihire, having debauch- 
ed a gentleman's daughter, had, at this time, proceedecL 
to murder the father ; and the genera! indignation againft 
this crime moved the king to attempt the remedy of an 
abufe which was become fo palpable, and to require that 
the cierk thould b§ delivered up, and receive condiga 
punilhment from the magiftrate ". Becket infifted on the 
privileges of the church; confined the criminal in the 
biftiop's prilbn, left he fhould be feized by the king's of- 
ficers } maintained that no greater punifhment could be iii- 
flided on him than degradation : And when the'lung de- 
manded, that, immediately after he was degraded, he 
fhould be tried by the civil powers, the primate afterted, 
that it was iniquitous to try a man twice upon the fame ac- 
cufation, and for the fame crime'. 

Henry, laying hold of fo favourable a caufe, re- 
folved lopufti the clergy about all their privileges, which 
they had raifed to an enormous height, and to determine 
at once thofe controverfies, which daily muhipliedj be- 
tween the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdiQions. He.fuiO- 
moned an affembly of all the prelates of England.; and 
he put to them this conclfe and decifive queftion, Whe- 
" ther or not they were willing, to fubmit to the antient 
^aws and ciiftotns of the kingdom ? The billuips unani- 
moufly replied, that they were .willing, faying their, ovin : 
Z 2 order: ■ 

■^ Neubr. P..394. " Fiti-Sieph. p. 33.. Hift. Qgad. p: 

31; . ' Fitz-Step. p. 29. Hift. Quad.p ,33. 45. Uovedra^ 

' p. 491 M. Paris, p. 72. Diceto, p. J36, 537. Btompun, 

p. 1053, Gervafr, p. 1384. Epiff. Si.^T^m.,p. a«i, 

209, 

n„jN.«j-vG00glc 



3+0 HISTORY OF EN GI^AND. 

CH AP. efJfT*; A device by which they thought to elude the 
Vni. prdent ui^ency of the king's demand, and yet referve to 
*"'~^'~■~^ thetnfelves, on a favoor able oppoitDnity, the power of re- 
"^3* fuming all their pretenfions. The king was fcnfible of 
the artifice, and was provoked to the hi^cfl indigna- 
tion. He left the aUeinWy, with vifible marks of his . 
difpleKTure: He required the primate inf^antiy to furren- 
der the honours and cables of Eye and Berkham ^: The . 
lufliopa were terrified, and cxpeded dill farther effe^s of 
hii refentment. Beckct alone was inflexihte; and no- 
thing bat the interpofition of the pope's legate and al- 
moner, Philip, who dreaded a breach with fo powerful 
a prince at fo unfeafonaU« a jun3ure, could have 
prevailed on him to retrad the faving clatife, and give 
« general and abfolute promife of obferving the antiest 
tfuftuns". 

But Hemy was not content with a declaration in thefe 
geseral terms : He refolved, ere it was too latei to define 
tXfrtfiy thofe cufloms, with which he required compH- 
Mice, and to put a flop to clerical ufurpations, before 
dwy wece fuHy confdidated, and could pleud antiquity, 
M they already did a facrcd authority, in their favour. 
The cUtms of the churdi were open and vifiblc. After 
» gradual and infenfible prc^efs though many centuries, 
the maft had at lall been taken off, and fcvcral ecdefia- 
Aical Goundls, by their canons, which were pretended to 
ht irraTocable and infallible, had pofitively defined thofe 
privileges and immunities, which gave fudi general of- 
-reUce, and appeared fo dangerous to the civil magiflrate. 
fienry therefore deemed it necefTary to define with the 
ftme preclfion the limits of the civil power ; to oppofe 
-fais tegat cufloms to their divine ordinances ; to determine 
-Hr i»AGt boundaries of the rival jurifdidions ; and for 
i,g, tliis purpofe, he fummoned a general council of the no- 
•Sthlan. '^''*y *^^ prelates at Clarendon, to whom he fubnutted 

' tfm gr«U and important quefUon. 
Conftitu- The barons were all gained to the king's party, either 
tioiu of 1^ the re^ns, which he urged, or by his fuperior autho- 
QarcD* rity : 



den. 
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rity: The bi(bop« were overawed by the general com-CHAJt 
binaiion againft them : And the foUowing laws, com- "ft. 
monly caLIcd the Cenfiitutioni 0/ C/erendan, were voted '~'*''C^ 
without oppofltion by this affembly ". It was eiia^d, **V4- 
that all fuits concerning tht advowfon and prefentation of 
churches (hould be determined in the civil cotirts : That 
the churches belonging to the king's fee, Ihould not be 
granted in perpetuity without his confent: T^at clerks^ 
accufed of any crime, ihould be tried ia the civil courts: 
That no perfon, particularly no clei^man of any rank, 
fliould depart the kingdom without the king's licence : 
That excommunicated perfons Ihould not be bound to 
give fecurity for continuing in their prefent place of abode: - 
That laics Ifaould not be accufed In fpiritual courts* ex- 
cept by legal and reputable promoters and witnelTes: ^Tkal| 
no chief tenant of the crown fliould be excommunicatedi 
nor.his lands be put under an interdid, except with the 
king's confent : That all appeals in fpiritual caufes fhouM 
be carried from the archdeacoti to the biffaop, from tha 
bifhop to the primate, from him to the king; and fiioutq 
be carried no farther without the king's coitfeiit : That if 
any law-fuit arife between a layman and a clergyman 
concerning a tenement, and it be difputed whether the 
land be a lay or an ecclefiaftical fee, it ffaould iiifll be de- 
termined by the verdiS of twelve lawful men to what 
dafs it belonged, and if it be found to be a lay-fee, the 
caufe fliould finally be determined in the civil courts: 
That no inhabitant in demefne, fliould be excommuni- 
cated for non-appearance in a fpiritual court, till the chief 
ofBcer of the place, where he refid^, be confultcd, that 
he may compel him by the civil authority to give fatis- , 
faSion to the church : That the archbifliops, bifhops, 
and other fpiritual dignitaries Ihould be regarded as barons 
of the realm ; Oiould poflefs the privileges and be fub- 
jeded to the burthens belonging to that rank ; and fliould 
be bound to attend the king in his great councils, and 
aflifl at alt trials, till the Sentence, either of death «r 
lofs of members, be given againfl the crimiaal : That 
the revenue of the vacant fees fliould belong to the king ; 
the chapter, or fuch of them as he fliall funtmon, fliould 
fit in the king's chapel till they make the new eledion 
with his confent, and that the bifliop-cled fliould do 
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C H A P.bomagc to the crown : That if any baron or tenant in 

Vni. cfl^(//ft)aU refiife to fubmit to the fpiritual couns, the 

"tv"— 'king (hould employ his authority in obliging him to make 

1 164. fuch fubraiflions ; if any of them throw off his allegi ance 

to the king, the prelues fliould with their cenfures afTitl 

the king in reducing him : That goods, forfeited to the 

king, fhouldnotbeproteded in churches or cburch-yards : 

That the deigy ihoutd no more pretend to the right of 

enforcing payment of debts contra£led by oath orpromife; 

but (hoi}ld leave thefe law-fuits, as well as others, to the 

determination of the civil courts; And that the fens of 

villains fhould not be ordained clerks, ivithout the confeot 

of their lord °. 

These articles, to the number of fixteen, were cal- 
culated to prevent the chief abufes, which had prevailed 
in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an effeftual ftopto the 
lifurpations of the church, which, gradually ftealing on, 
had threatened the total dedru&ion of the civil power. 
Henry, therefore, by reducing thefe coftoms to writings 
and colleding them in'a body, ehdeavoured to prevent 
all future difpute with regard to them ; and by pafling 
fo inany ecclefiaftical ordinances in a national and civtl 
alTembiy, he fully eftabliflled the fuperiority of the le- - 
gillature above all papal decree; or fpiritual canons, and 
gained afignal victory over the ecclefi allies. But as he 
knew, that the bilhops, though overawed by the prefent 
combination of the crown and the barons, would take 
the firft favourable opportunity of denying the autho- 
rity, whith had enaSed thefe con (I i tut ions j Jic refotved, 
that they Ihould all fet their feal to them, and give 3 
promife to obfervc them; None of the prelates dared 
tooppofehis will I excej't pecket, who, though urged by 
the earls of Cc^nyval and Leicefler, the barons of prin- 
cipal quthoritj- in the kingdom, obrti'nately with-heidhis 
■ confent. At I'aft, Richard tie Haftings, grand prior of 
Vhe templars in England, threw himlelf pn his knees be- 
fore him; and with many tears, entreated him, if he. 
paid any regard, either to his own fafety or that of the 
church, not 10 pfoVdke, by a fruiilpl's oppofition, (he 
'indignation of a grc^i monarch, who p-as^icrpluicly bent 
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cmliispurpofe, and who was determined to take full revenge CHAP, 
on every one, who fliould dare to oppofe him "■. Becket,. . "^n. 
6 tiding himfelf deferted by all the world, even by his T, - 
own brethren, was al 4aft oHtged to comply; and he ' ^ 
promired, hgally, vjitb good faitb, and without Jl'auJ or 
referve "*, to obferve ihem ; and took an oath to that 
purpofe". The king, thinking that he had now (inaltjr 
prevailed in this great cnterprize, fent the conftitutioRS 
to pope Alexander, who then refidcd in France ; aiid he ta- 
<iuired that pontiffs ratification of them : But Alexander, 
who plainly faw, that thefe laws were calculated to edabliSl 
the independency of England on the papacy, and of' thi 
Toyal power on the clergy, condemned them ' in t^ 
ftrongeft tenns ; abrogated, annulled, and rejeded them '. 
There were only Hx. articles, the leaft important, whi(^ 
^iX'the fake of peace, he was willing to ratify. 

Bkcket, when he obfervcd, that he might hc^e fijr 
fupport in an oppofition, «xprefled the deepeft IbiTow £6r 
his conceflions ; and endeavoured to engage dit the other 
bifhops in a confederacy to adhere to their commoS rlght^ 
and to the ecelefiaftical privileges, in which he reprefented 
(he interel^ and honoHf of God to be fo deeply concern' 
ed. He redoubled his aufterities in order to pufiiih him- 
felf for his cHminal compliance'': He proportioned his 
difcipline to the enormity of his fuppofed ofFcncc : And 
he refufed to exercife any part of his archiepifcopaV func- 
tion, till he Ihould receive atjfolution from the pope, 
which was readily granted him ", Henry, informed of 
bis prefent dilpofitions, refolved to take vengeance for 
this refra^ory behaviour ; and he attempted to crufh 
him, by medns of that ve^ power which Becket made 
fuch merit in lupporting. He applied to the pope, that 
he (hould grant the comroillion Jof legate in his domi' 
nions to the archbifhop of Yoric ;- but Alexander, as po- 
litic s|£ he, though he granted the commiflion, ' annexed r 
ctaufe, 

•■ Hift. <^ftd. j>. 38. Hovedeo, p. 493. *LFitt-Siepii. 
p. 3S- Epift. S Thorn, p. ^$. " Filz-Steph. p. 45. rfift. 
Quad p. 59. Gervale, p. 1386. ^ pitz^tepk. p. 35, 

'*' Hift, Quadr. p. 40, 41. Hoveden, p. 493. Nf. Parii, n. 
71. ' Genraft, p. 1388. , Parker, p. 203. Epft. St. 
Thorn p. 40, 41, 
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CHAP, dmh, tfaat it fltould not impower [be legate to ex^ctit* 
Vin aay c^ iji preiudice of the archblfhop of Ciinierbury ' : 

^ .-"-'' And the. king, finding how fruitlefc fuch an authority would 
"^ f^vtf ftnl Mck the commillioa by the fame meflenger* 

The ftim^tj however, who found himfelf flill cx- 
ftAA to the k(ri{(*> indignatioiv endeavoured tw^ce to 
efcapa fco-^ly from the kingdom but was as often derain* 
cd by contrary winds'^: And Henry h aliened to make 
him feel^ the effe& of an obftinacy, which he deenied To 
criminal. He infligated John, marefchat of the excbe- 
^er. Go ufe Bucket in the archiepifcopal court for fome 
undsi^p^ Qf the manor of Pageham; and to appetd 
froin ihence to the kill's court tor juAice". On the 
4ay ^ppoiued for trying the caufe, th^ primate fent foar 
knights, to reprefent certain irregularities ip J<^n's ap^ 
f#a(i.4"d at.thefeme time to excule himfelf, onaccount 
of lickflej^f' for. npt appearing perfbnolly that day in the 
fMiit, This (light t^e^e (if it even defe'rves that name) 
wfls repreffBted >s q grievoiu contempt ; the four knights 
<wcce meiMC^, aai with difficulty elcuped being fent to 
ft'ihdt M offering fllfehpods tp the court ^ ; and Henry, 
being dettfnuMd to pcriiKute Becker to the utrnt^^ fum- 
Mtoifcd at iNonhanntqif a giea council, which he pro- 
f^d-\& nukettie inftruiDQUsof his vengeance againft 
lhM.ii£e^l>le pr^e. 

Tu « HiQg had railed Becket from a low (lation to the 
bigheft offif:ers, had hoMoured him with his countenance 
and friendihip, had tnilled to his.afliftance in fcKwardii^ 
Jiis favourite projed againft the clergy; and when he 
found him become (rf~ a fudderi his moil rigid opponent, 
while .every one befide complied with his will, rage at 
the difappbintment, and indignation againft fuch fignal 
ingratitude,, tnftfported him beyond all bounds of mode* 
ration ) «nd there feeina.tP.haye entered more of paffion 
tbajiof jufttce or even of policy, in this violent profe* 
cution". The barons, notwithftanding, in the great 
council voted whatever fentence he was pleafedto die- 

tato 

» fejill. lit. Tjiom, p. 13, 14. V Hovedwi, p. 495. 

tSifvafi. p. 1388. ' ti^&tepb. p. U. Hit Quad, p, 
4i. 'M. PaiS, i^ ^. • Hovtdfeii. ^ 4^4. M Paris. 5. 
7*. Diceto, p. 537. <^ Fiti-Steph. p. jfc. * KeuW. 
P 394- 
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ttte to them; and the bi(hopsthemfelvcs,whoundonbtedlyCH A P. 
bore a fccret favour to Beckec, and regarded him as rhe VIII. 
martyr of their privileges, concurred with the reft, in the '""*'*'■■'■' 
defign of opprefling their primate. In vain did Beckei *'^4' 
ufgc, that hts court was proceeding with the utmoU re- 
gularity and juflice in trying the marefchal's caufe, which^ 
however, he faid, would appear, from the flicriff's tef- 
timony, to be entirely unjuft and tnktaitousTThat hehim^ 
felf had difcovercd no contempt of the king's court; bet 
on the contrary, by fending fotn- knights to excafe hit 
sbfence, had virtudly acknowledged its authority : That 
he allb^ iii confequence of the king's fummons, per- 
fonally appeared at prefent in the great council, rcacrrt* 
juAify his caofe againfl the marefchal, and to fubmit bb 
condu£t to their enquiry and jurifdidion : And that even 
fhoutd he be found to have been guihy of non-appear* 
tntx, the laws had affixed a very (light penalty to ^ttt 
i^ence; and chat, as he was an inhabit &nt of Kent, 
where his archiepifcopal palace was featcd, he was by lav 
entitled to Ibme greater indulgence than ufual in the rate 
of his fine^ He was condemned, notwiibflandir^ thefe 
pleas^ as guilty of a ctmtempt of the king's court, and at 
wanting in the fealty which he had fworn to his fove' 
reign ; all his goods and chattels were confilcated ' ; and 
th^ this triumph over the church might be carried to the 
utiooft, Henry, biHiop of Winchefter, the prelate who ' 
had been fo powerful in the former reign, was, in fpite 
of his remonftrances, obliged, by order of the court, to ' 
ptoiMiuiice the fentence againft him °. Tlie primate fub- 
niitted to the dei^ee; and all the prelates, except Gil- 
bert, bilbop of London, who paid court to the king by 
this fingularity, became fureties for him ''. It is remark- 
able, that ^"Teveral Normaii barons voted in this council ; 
and we may conclude, with fome probability, thai a4ike 
pradice had prevailed in many of the great councils fum^ 
moned fince the conqueft. For the contemporary hif- 
torian, who has given us a full account of thele tranf- 
adions, docs not itizntion this circumtlance as any wife 
jtftgular'i and Beckei, in all his ' fubfequent remon- 
ftrances with regard to the [isvere treatment, which he 

had 

■ Fi'ii-Sleph. p. jj, 4a. '' Hift. Qnad. p. 4.7 Ho^e- 
den, p 494. Oervafe, p. 13S9, *^ Fitz-Steph. p. 37. 

" Ibid. p. 37. * Ibid. p. 36. 

n,,jN..,f-, Google 



346 HISTORY or ENGLAND; 

CHAP, had met with> never founds mj objcSion on an irrego- 
VIIL lartty, which to m appear* very palpable and flagrant. 

^"""'^""^ So little precilion wa» there at that time in the govcm- 
■ "H* ment and conlltiution I 

The king was not content wtth this fcnlence, how- 
ever violent and opprelTive. Nest day, he dcnnanded of 
, Becket the fum of three hundred pounds, which (he 
primate had levied from the honourt of Eye and Berk- 
ham, while in his pofTelTion. Becket, after premifing that 
he was not obliged to anfwer to this foit, becaufe it was 
not contained in his fumnuns ; after remarking, that he 
had expended more than that fum in the repairs of thete 
caittes and of the royal palace at Lcmdcui ; expreGTed how^ 
ever his refolution not to allow money to be any ground 
of quarrel between him and his fovEretgn : He agreed to 
paythefum; and immediately gave fureties for it ^. In 
the fubfequent meeting, the kwg demanded five hundred 
marks, which, he affirmed, he had lent Becket during 
the war at Thouloufe '' ; and another fum to the fame 
amount, {or which that prince had been furery for hint 
to a Jew. Immediately after thefe two claims, he ftiu>- 
tcd a third of ftill greater tmp(»tance : He rsqu'ired him 
to give in the account of his adminillriuion while chain 
cellor, and to pay the balance due from the resenues of 
all the prelacies, abbies, and baronies, which had, dur- 
ing that time, been fubjc3ed to his management*'. Becket 
obierved, that as this demand was totally uneipefied, he 
had not come prepared to anfwer it ; but he required a d&- 
lay, and promifcd in that cafe to give fatisfa^ion. The 
king infilled upon fureties; and Becket defired leave 
to confult with bis fuffragans in a cafe of fudi impoc- 
tancc "*. 

It is apparent, from (he fcfiown charadcr of Henry, 
and from the ufual vigibnce of his government, that 
when be promoted Becket to the fee of Canterbury, be 
was, oE) good grounds, wdl pleafed with his admin ill rati on 
in the former high office, with which' he had entrufttd 
him; and that even if that prelate had difiipated mon^ 
beyond the income of his pbce, the king was fiatisfied 
tbar his expences were Jiot blamcable, and had in the 
mala 

" Frr-Sttph. p. 38. ^ Hift. Quad. p. 47. »• Hove- 
dcuj^p. 49^ .Diceto, p, 557, ". fin-StepL p. jj. 
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tfiain been c^culated for his fervice °. Two years liadC H A P,' 
ilnce elapfcd; no demands had during that time been VIH. 
mide upon him i ii was not till the quarrel arofeconcern-^^^'C"*' 
cerning ecclefiaftiCal privileges, that the claim was ftarted, "04. 
and the primate was, of a fudden, required to produce 
accounts of fuch intricacy and extent before a tribunal, 
which had (hewn a determined refolutlon to ruin and op- 
prefe him. To find fureties, that he (hould anfwer fb 
boundiefs and uncertain a claim, which in the king's'tfti- 
mation, amounted to 44,000 marks '', was impratlicablej 
and Becket's fuffragans were extremely at a !6fs what 
council to give him, in fuch a critical emergency. By 
the advice of Winchefter he offered two thoufand marks as 
a general fa£isfa6lion for all demands : But this offer was' 
rejefted by theking*^ Some' prelates exhorted him to 
refign his fee, on condition' of receiving an acquital; 
Others were of opinion, that he ought tofubmit himfelf 
entirely to thS king's mercy ^ : But the primate, thuS 
puflied to the utmoft, had too much courage to fink un- 
der oppreflion : 'He determined to brave all his enemies, 
to truft to the facrednefs of his chara^er for protection; 
to involve his caufe with that of God and religion, and 
to ftand the utmoft efforts of royal indignation, ' 

After a few days, fpent in deliberation, Beckel 
went to church and faid mafs, where he had previoufly 
ordered, that the introit to the communion fervice ftiould 
begin with thefe words, Friiuer fat aid fpake againji me; 
the palTage appointed for the martyrdom of St. Stephen, 
whom the primate thereby tacitly pretended to refemble 
in his fufferings for the fake of righteoufnefs *. He 
went thence to court arrayed in his I'acred vertments; 
and as foon as he arrived wiihjn the palace gates, he look 
the crofs imohisDwn handv, bore it aloft as his proteflion, 
and marched in that poilurc into the royal atiartment *". 
The king, who was in an inner loom, was aAoniffied at 
this parade, by which the primate lijcmed to menace 
him and his court with the fcntence of excommimica- 



° Hoveden, p. 495, *■ Epift, St. Thorn, p. 315. <1-Fits- 
Steph. p. 38. ^ Fiiz-Sieph. 30. Gervafe, p. 1390. 

* Hift. Quad. p. 53. Hoveden, p. 494. Nfubr. p 394. 
Gervafc. p. 1391. ^ Fit7.-Steph. p. 40, Hift. <iiad, p. 
' 53. Hoveden, p 49^. Nctibr p 394 Epiil. 5t, f hoiH- 
P 43- 
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C H A P.tioii ; aiut he (cnt Ibnie of the prelates to remoBHrsCc 
vni. with him on account of fucb audacioui behaviour. Thcfa 

*— ~v— — ' prelates complained to him, that, by fubfcribing, hinH 
■ ■^ felf, to Ihe conilitutioni of Clarendon, he had tedoccd 
them to imitate his eiample; and that now, when it wai 
loo late, he pretended to (hake off all fobordination to the 
civil power, and appeared defirous of invi^ving them 
in the ffutit, which muCl attend any violation of thofc 
taws, otabnihed by iheir confent, and ratified by their 
li^criplions *'. Bedtet replied, that he had indeed fub- 
fcribedlhe conftitutioni of Clarendon, legally, withgtoj 
faith, and mtbout frauJ »r refirve, but in thefe words 
waa virtually implied a falvo for the right» of their or- 
der, which, being connefted with the caufe of Godmdf 
tus church, could never be retin<^uifbed by tbew oaths 
and engagcmenia : That if he and they bad erred, in re- 
ining the ecclefiaftical privities, the bcft atODoncnt 
t^y could now make wu to retra^ their confeiK, which 
in fttch ■ cafe could never be oUigaloiy, and to follow 
the pope's authority, who had foteinnly abrc^ted the con^ 
ftitations of Clarendon, and had abfolved them £rom aM 
Aaihs, which they had taken to obferve them ; That a 
Atermincdrefoltuion was evidently embraced to opprcls 
ihe cirarch ; the dorm had BiR broke upon him ; for a 
fitght offence, and which too was even Eufety imputed to 
hint, he had been tvrannicafly condemned to a grievous 
penalty; a new ana unheard of claim was fincc fiartetf, 
in which he could expeQ no juftke; and he plainly faw 
that be was the deftined vi3im, who, by his ruin, muA 
prepare the way for the abrogation of alt fpiritoal im- 
iQanities: That he flriflly inhibited them, who were 
his- fuffragans, from allilting any fuch trial, or giving 
their fandion to any fentence againft him i he pot hina- 
Ulf, and his fee under the proiedion of ihc fapreme 
pontiff; and appealed to him againft any penahy, which 
hb ini(|uitous judges might ihink proper to infiifi upon 
him ; And (bat, however terrible the inttignation of 
lb great a mooarch as Henry, his fword could only 
kill the bouy, while that of the church, cntnifled in 
the hands of the primate, could kill the foiri, and 
thiwir 



= Fiiis-Stepft, p. 35, 
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Ibrow die dUtdiedient into infinite and eterral pcrdi- CHAP. 

ti«.». vm. 

Appeals to the pope, even in ecdefiaftical caufcs, ^"■'^^~' 
hod been abolilhed by the conOitutions of Clarendon, * '**■ 
and were become criminal by Uw ; but an «ppeal in a 
civil caofe, fuch as that of the king's demand upon Bec- 
fcet, was a pra^ice altogether new and unprecedented ; 
tended dire^ly to the fubverfion of the government ; and 
could receive no coloir of excufe, except from the deter- 
mined refolution, which was but "too apparent, in the 
king and the great council to effeduate, without juftice, 
but under the colour of law, the total ruin of the in- 
llexiUe primate. The king, having now obtained To 
much a bclt«- pretext for his violence, would prdwHy 
have pu(hed this affair to. the utmoft extremity againft 
him J but Becket gave him no leifure to condud the pro- 
. fecutlon. He refufed fo much as to hear the fentence, 
which the barons, fitting apart from the bifliops, andBanilh- 
joined to fome IheritTs and barons of the fecond rank ', ment of 
had|;i^en upon the king's claim : He departed from the Bectei. 
palace; alked Henry's immediate permi^ion to leave 
Northampton; and upon meeting witha rehifal, hewith- 
<lrew fecretly ; wandered about in difguife for fome time ; 
snd at lafl took fliipping and arrived fafely at Grave- 
hne« '. 

The vident and unjull profccution of Becket had a 
ratural tendency to turn the public favour on his lide, and 
to make men forget his former ingratitude towards the 
iking, and his departure from all oaths and engagements, 
as well as the enormity of thofc ecclefialtical privileges, 
of which he affedcd to be the champion. There were 
' many other reafons, which procured him countenance 
and protection in foreign countries. Philip, earl of Flan- 
ders, 

" FitzrSteph. p. 4.4, 44, 45, ^6. Hift. Quad. p. 57. 
Hoveden, p. 49;. M. Paris, p. 72. Ejiift. St. Thorn, p. 45, 195. 

' Fitz-Sieph. p. 46. Tlus hiftorian is fuppofed to mean 
the more confiderable vaflkls of the chief Wans : Thefe had 
nft title to fit in the great council, and tbe giving them a 
fdace tliere was a palpable irregularity : Which however is not 
infifted on in any of Becket*! rearandrances. A n^w proof 
how little fixed the conftitutioit was at that time I 

" Hffl. Quad. p. 60, 63, 64, Sec, Hovedea, ^p. 495. 
M, Paris, p. 71. Gervafcj p. 11393. 
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CHAP.dcrs^, and LewU, king of France", jealous of tlic 
vni. riling greatnefs of Henry, were welt pleafcd to give him 

^■"~^^~'~' dillurtKince in his government ; and forgetting that this 
1 164, ^jj (jjg cwnmon caufe of princes, they aS^Sed to pity 
extremely the condition of the exited primate; and the 
latter even honoured him with a vifil at Soiflbns, in which 
city he had invited him to fix his retreat *'. The pope, 
whofe intereds were more immediately concerned in Sup- 
porting him, gave a tiad reception to a magnificent emr 
balTy, which Henry lent to accufehim; while he put 
the greatell marks of diftindion on Becket himfelf, who 
had come to Sens, in order to juftify his caufe before the 
ibvereign pontiff". The king, in revenge, feqiieAered 
the revenues of Canterbury ; and by a conduQ, which 
might be efteemed arbitrary, had there been at that time 
any rf^gular check on' roval authority, he baniihed all the 
primate's relarions and domeftics, to the number of four 
h'jndred ^, whcm he obliged to fwear, before ihejr de- 
parture, that they wcwid inllamly join their patron "4, 
But this policy, by which Henry endeavoured torAJuce 
Bceket looner to neceflity, loft its effeft: The pope, 
when they arrived beyond fea, abfolved them from their 
oath, and diftribuied them among the convents in France 
and Flanders ; A refidence was alligned to Becket him- 
ftlf in the convent of Pcntigny ^'-, where he lived (01 
fome years in great magniticence, partly from a pcn- 
(ion granted him on the revenues of that abby, partly 
from remittances made him by ilie French monarch. 
1165. The more to ingratiate himfelf with pope Alexander, 
Bei-ket rcfigned ,into his hands the fee of Canterbury, to 
which, he afhimed, he had been uncanonically -eleded, 
by the authority of the royal mandate " ; and Alexander 
in his turn, befides invefting him anew with that dignity, 
pretended to abrogate by a bull the fentence which the 
great council of England had pafled againft him. Henry, 
after aRempting in vain to procure a conference with the 
. pope, who departed foon after for Rome, whither the 

pro- 

»■ Epift St. Thom p. 35- " Ibd. p. 36, 37. " Hift, 
Quad. p. 76. " Fitz-Siepb, p, 51: Hift. Quad p. 7*, 
73, 77. Hofedcn, p^ 496, Gervafe, p. 1393 Trivet, p. 
46. ^ Epilt. St. Tboni. p. 766. <J>Fitz-Steph, p 51, 
•Sz. Hift.^ Qi»d. p 8a. " M. Paris, p. 7a. * Fitt- 

Steph. p. ja. Hilt, Quad, p. 79. 
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-profperous condition of his affairs row invited himjCHAP- 
made provifions againft the confequehces of that breach, Vlll. 
which impended between his kingdom and the apoftolic '~~^^~~~' 
fee. He iffued orders to his jufticiaries, inhibiting, under ' '' 
fevere penalties, all appeals to the pope or archbilhop i 
forbidding anyone to receive any mandates froni them, 
or apply in any cafe to their authority ; declaring it trca- 
fonable to bring from either of .them an imerdi^ upon 
the kingdom, and punifhable.-in fecular clergymen, by 
the lots of their eyes and by caHration, in regulars by am- 
putation of their feet, and in laics with death ; and me- 
nacing with fequeftration and banifliment the perfons 
themfelvesj as well as their kindred, who fhould pay obe- 
dience to any fuch interdi3 : And he farther obliged all 
his fut^eds to fwear to the obfervance of thefe orders ■^. 
Thcfe wereedi3sof the utmoft importance, aficSied the 
lives and properties of all the fubjefts, and even changed, 
for the time, the national religion, by breaking off all 
communication with Rome : Yet were they enaded by 
the fole authority of the king, and were derived entirely 
from his will and pleafure. 

The fpiritual powers, which, in the primitive church, 
were, tn a great mcafure, dependant on the civil, had by 
a gradual progrefs reached an equality and independence ; 
and thou^ the limits of the two jurifdidions were diffi- 
cult to aKertaiti or de6ne, it was not impoiBble, but, by 
moderation on both fides, government might dill have 
been conduced,, in that imperfe3 and irregular manner 
whicK attends all human inllitutions. But as the igno- 
>rance of the ^e encouraged the eccleflaflics daily to ex- 
tend their pri VI l^s, and even to advance maxims totally 
incompatible with civil government " ; Henry had 
thought'it high time to put an end to their pretenfions, 
and formally, in a public council, to fix thofe powers, 
which belonged to the magiflrate, and which he was for 
the future determined to maintain. In this attempt, he 
was led to recall cullbins,' which, though antient ^, were ' 
beginning 

T Hift. C^ad. p. 88, t6y. Hoveden, p. 496. M. Paris, 

P' 73- 

" ^ii Juhilfl, fays Becket to the Hog, facerdottt Chrijii 
rigum et princifaim ommumqut JiJrIium palrei it mapjir9s cenferi. 
Epift, St. Thorn, p. 97, 14.8. 

" Fiw-Steph. p, 34. Hoveden, p. 518, Epift. St. Thom. 
p. 265. 
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C H A f. b«giniiin(( to be «bolifbed by a c^ntrstiy pra^fike, and 

vm. which were Jlill mtwe ftroogly oppofefl by the prevail- 
' ^"'r""* ing opinioDs and femiments ot the age. Frinciplei there- 
""S- fore, flood on the ooe fide ; pgww on the other; and if 
the Engtifti had been aduated by coqfci^ilte, inore.d>ai 
by prelent intereft, the controver^ mull (oon> by the ge- 
an-al dcfe£tion of Henry's fubjeas, have been decided 
uainft hini. Bec^et, in order to l^rward this event* 
nHed all places with escUmatioRs againft the violence 
whidi he had fuffered ". He compared hlmfelf to Chrtll, 
who had been condemned by a lay tribunal % and whp 
was crticiBed anew in the preient oppreflioas under which 
his church laboured : He took it lor granted, as % poiat 
incontelliblc, that hit caufe was the caufe of God ' : He 
.allutned the charafler of champion for ,the pauimony of 
4hcjUivuiity : He pretended to be the fpiritual fatho- of 
.thekingand all the people of Ei^land": He even told 
.Henry, that kings reign folety by the authority of the 
church *• i and though he had thus torn off the veil tnone 
openly oa the one ftde, thaji that prince had on the other, 
he fccmed flill, from the general favour barite him by 
.the ecckfiaftic!', to have al! the advantage in tl^ argu- 
ment ". The king, that he might employ the weapoos 
,crf temporal power remaining in his hands, fufpended the 
.payment of Pwer's pence ^ ; he made advanses towards 
»n ^lUnce with ibe emperor, Fredttric Earbatofla, wbo 
was at that time engaged in viplent wars with pope Alex- 
ander *^ ; be difcovered fomc intentions of aduiowledging 
Pafca) III. the prefent anti-pqpe, who was prote3ed by 
.that emperor '^ ; and by thefe expfdieots he eodeiaroaned 
to terrify the emerptifing, tbou^ prudent pontiff, from 
, proceeding to e^ttremities agatnA him. 

But the vioJtnce of Bccket, ftill more than thefla- 
lure of the coiitroverljr, ^pt ^airs from remainit^ \xiag 



^ Fiti-Sieph. p. 53- ,Epffl. St. Thora. j.63, 64, a«6. 
* %iift St.Thont. p. 63, loj. 194. * Epift. St. Thorn. 
P- 29, 30, 31, 226. " Fitz-Steph. p 46. Epift. St. 

TJapm. p. SB, 1.48. =:Brad}^s, AMepd- No. .0. Epift. 
St. Thorn, p. 94.9;, 97, 99, 197 Hoveden, p- 497. 
>■ Epi(t.fit Tfioin. p. 46B, 6u. .« EKft §t.Thoni. "p. 
aiQ. ►:Hift..tfewd,p,.-88. , ^pjft' .St Tlww-p. !,>€. V39- 
" Epift. St. Thoai. p. 106, m, 112. W-oni> p 7i- M- 
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ifrfufp«nfc between, the- parties. Tl*t prelate,- iaftj^ttftd CH A;E; 
by rcvf nge, and animated by the pceient glory atlendjng VHL 
bis.fituatiODi pu&ed matter* to t^^Qiiwa, and ilUied pufi *~""'^^*^ 
a cenfurc, excominuDi eating the king's, cbi«f miniflers by ■'IM- 
Dame, and c&mprehent^ng in general- all thofe who fa<- 
voured or obeyed the conftitutionft. of . Glarendcn ": 
Tb«re conflitutions he abrogated aqd. annulled ;. he ab- 
folved every ooe from the oaths whicKthey had taken to 
obTcrve them ; am^hc ftirpe()ded:th|crpiritual thunder over 
Henry himfclf, only- jhat the ;prince might avoid the How 
by a timely repentance'. 

The fitua'lionoE Henry was fo unhappy, thathecoqld 
employ no e^ipedient .ft»- faving his miniliera from thit 
terrible cenfure, but by appealing to the p<^ himfelf^ 
and having recouHe to a tribunal, whoTe authwity he hM. 
himfelf attempted to abridge in this very article of ap- 
peals, and which, he knew, was To deeply engaged on .--': 
the fide of his adverfary"^. But even this expedient was 
Bot likely to be loi^effe^al. : Becket had obtained from, 
therpope a legatine commiffion over England ^ j ;)Bd ift 
virtue of that authority, which admitted of no appeal", 
he fummoued the bifliops of London^ Salifbury, .an^ 
others, to attend him, and ordered, under pain of excom.> 
muiucation, the ecclenaftics, fequeflered on his accountv 
^t be reflored in two months to ^1 their benefices '^.> ■ Byt 
John de Oxford, the king's agent at Rome, had the ad^ 
orefa to procure, orders for fufpetlding this fenj^n^Prfr 
»nd he gave the pontiff fuch hope^ of a fpeedy reconcilen 
Bnent between the king and Becker, that two:I^afMf 
William de Pavic and Olho, were fept to Normandy, 
where the king then refided, endearoHredto lindrexpe^ 
dients for thaj purpofc'* But the pretenfions of thepacT. 
ties were, as yet, too oppoiite-to admit of an v;£oi«- 
mod^tion : The king r cquirod, .that all the conAitttlioos 
, Vot. I. . :, h A.a . . . flf 

>*. Hovedeit,.vp. .5<»6:. M. Weft;;p;a49.,. Epift. StTfeoiB.' 
p. 14S, .149, 235, 240. ' > Fitz-€tef£. p $6. Hift. Quad; 
p. 9«. M. Paris, p. 74. BeaulieuViede St. Thon). p. ati. 
Kpift. St. Tboni. p,.t4^« lap. .- Hoveden, p. 499. . ^ -^uk. 
5L.Thom. p. 166,, 20a. 263, 434 ., ^ Fitz-Steph,. f-Sft 
^ft„St, Thom. p. 179. *' Ep&. St. Ttom. a. aiX' 
" i4ai.;St. thpm. p: i'8a,- 183, aiS, tio, 239. , ® Ef^ 
St. Thorn, p.^ 463,' 4O4, 43*. . » E^ St. Tib^ ■ 
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CH A P. of Oamdon bould be ratified <%t Becket, that, pre* 
Vm viovfly' to any aereemt^, he and his adherents flioatd 

*"~v-pJ be redored to their poHeflions * : And as the legates had 
*™°" no power to pronouiKX a definitive fentence on -either- 
fidc, the negociation fooB after came to nothing *. The 
cardinal de Pavie-aUb, being much attached to Henry's 
irtterefts, took care to protraft the negociation; to mi* 
tigate the pope, by the accounts which hft fent of that 
prihte's condufl ; and to procure him every poflible in- 
dulgence from the fee «f Rome. It ivas by his credit, 
that the king obtained about this time a difpenfaticm for 
the mairiaKe of his third fon, Geofirey, wiih the 
heireft df Britanny; a conceHion, which, confideiing 
Hehry's demerits towards the church, gave great fcan- 
dal both to Beckct, and to his patron, the kii^ of 
France. 
1167. ' Ths inlricacies of the feudal law. hod, in that aget 
rendered the boundaries of power between the prince 
dnd his vaffals, and between one prince and another, as 
precarious as thofe between the crown and the mitre ; 
and bH Wars took their ort^n from difputes, which, had 
ftiere been any tribunal polTefled of power to enforce 
their decrees, ought only to have been decided before a 
court of judicature. Henry, in proTccution of feme con- 
troverlies, in which he was involved with the count of 
Auvergne, a vaflal of (he dutchy of Guienne, had in- 
vaded the territories of that count ; who had recourie 10 
Ae -kit^ of France, his fuperior lord, for protedion, 
and thereby kindled a war between the two monardis. 
But this war was, as ufual, no lefg feeUe in Its opera- 
tion, than it was frivdous in its cauJc and objed ; and 
after occafioning fome depredations on each others ter- 
rttorie* '^, and fome infnrreffions amoog the barons of 
P<H6tou and Guienne, was terminated hy a peace ; the 
terms of which were rather difadvantageous to Hemy* 
and prove, that that prince had, by reafon of his contefts 
with the church, left ' the fuperiority, which he bad 
hitherto 

■■ fl-Horedeni p. 517. Epift. St Thqnu P..34.S. " M. 
Varit, p. 74. Epift. St Tnom. p. i^^'i^'^, 355. ' Ger- 
>fcft, p. 140^- "^ Hoveden, p, j't?. ■ M. Paris, p. 75. 

Ofoeto, p. S47. GerMfc, p; 1401,^ 1463. Robert de 
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hitherto maintained over the crown of France: An^HAP. 
additional motive to him for accommodating thofe diff, Y^IL 

THE'po|>caDd the king began to perceive, that in the ^'^■ 
pretent fituation of affairs, neither of them could expc£b 
a final anddecifive vi&ory over the other, and that they 
bad more to fear than hope ftom the duration of the conn 
trovcrfy. Though the vigour of Henry's govcrnmAit 
had confirmed his authority in all his dominions,, hia 
throne might be (haken by a fentence of excommunica- 
tion ; and if England itfelt could, by its fituation, be O*"'' 
more eafily guarded againft the contagion of fuperfti- 
t^ous prejudices, his French provinces at leaft, whofe 
communication was open with the neighbouring (lateii^ 
would be much cxpofed, on that account to foow greali 
revolution w convuliion ". He could not, ; th^rsfoo^ 
reafonably ima^ne, that the pope, while be retained 
fuch a check upon him, would formally recognij^^dte 
conJlitutiom of Clarendon, which both put an end- (4 
papal pretenfions in England, and would give an cxf 
ample to other eflates of alTerting a like independency''. 
.Pope Alexander, on the oth^ hand, being (tilt ^gaged 
iji dangerous wars with the emperor Frederic, might 
juftly apprehend, that Henryj rather than relinqjjj^ 
claims of fuch importance, \wpuld.join the party of his 
enemy '' ; and as the trials hith.eno mjade of the fpirit-ua) 
weapons by Becket had not fucceeded to his expecta- 
tion % and every thing had remained quiet in all the 
king's dominions, nothing feemed impolTible to the ca- 
pacity and vigilaoce of fo great a monarch. The ,dif- 
pofition of minds on both fides, refulting from thefe cir* 
cumdances, produced frequent attempts towards an ac- 
commodation ; but as both parties knew, that tht; ef- 
fential articles of the difpute could not then be termi- 
nated, they entertained a perpetual Jealoufy of €achotb«r, 
and were anxious not to lole the lead advantage in th* 
n^ociation *. The nuncios, Qratiatt and Vivian, hatr- 
ing received a commiflion to endeavour a rea^ciliatiqlj} 
jBiet with the king at Damfront in Normandy ' , and af- 
A a 2 tec 

.,. ," Epili. StiTAow p. 230. ^ Epift. St. Thorn, p. a?€. 
..y Fitz-StepKip. 55. , Hift.. Q|ttd. p. ■«. ^ &«ft..-Su 
-TlioiB.p. »4Kas4, . * M.{^u^[^. I5. ■ M-.^m. 
P- 78. " ' ,.. •;,-■■-•' 
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C H A P.tcr all diffaciices fccmed to be adjuftcd, the king offered 
Vm. to lign the treaty, with a falvo to his royal <UgDity ^ ; 

^'■'"v"'"^ which gave fuch umbrage to Bccket, that the negotiation, 
1168. in the end, became (ruitlefs, and the cxconamunications 
were renewed agaJnft the king's minifters. Another 
aegotialion waa conduced at Montmirail, in the pre- 
fence of the king of France and the French prelates; 
irhere Becket alfo offered to make his fobmifTions, with a 
Eilvo of the honour of God, and the liberties of the church °; 
which, for a like reafon, was extremely offenfive to the 
I ■69' king, and rendered the treaty ab(»tive. A third con- 
ference, under the fame mediation, was brcAe off, by 
Secret's inlifling on the like referve in his fubmiflions i 
and even in a fourth treaty, when all the terms wera 
Ad^tlfted, and when the primate expeSed to be intio- 
dttced l« the king, and to receive the kils of peace, which 
it Was ufual for princes to grant in thofc times, and 
wfaidi was regarded as a fure pledge of forgivenels, Henry 
Mftifed him that honour^; upon pretence, that, during 
ilii Anger, he had made a rafh vow to that purpofe. 
TbH' formality fervcd, among fuch jealous fpirits, to pre- 
-vcot the condufion^of tlic treaty ; and though the dif- 
l6(9i(ty was attempted to be overcome, by a difpenfation 
which the pope granted Heniy from his rafh vow ^, that 

Eince could not be prevailed on to depart from the refo- 
tion which he had taken. 

'1h one of thcfe conferences, at which the French kii^ 
Was prefent, Henry faid to that monarch : *' There have 
" been many kings of England, fome of greater, feme 
'* of Ids authority than myfelf : There have alfo been 
*' naany archbifhops of Canterbury, holy andgood men, 
'* and entitled to every kind of refped; Let Bccket but 
" ftCt towards me with the fame lubmiflion, which the 
** greateft of his predeceffors have paid to the \ea& of 
** mine, and there fhall be no controveriy between us°." 
i^ewis was To flmck with this ftate of tbecafe, and with 
an o^ which-Henry made to Aibmit his caufetothe 
Freadi dei^, that he could not forbear condemning the 

pri- 

^ Rymervol. 1. p. 29. Gervafe, p. 1407. " Fitz-Steph. 
f. s8. Hift. QusA .p. 95. Diceto, p. iiii'- G«vafe, p. 
1405, = Hift. XJ^p. 102. M. Rms,- p. ja^ Gervafe, p. 
.1466.:.. '^ Fitfr8te|**p.68.- ? Hift^Qsid-'p.9S. Ger- 
ww, p. 1403. 
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primate, and withdrawing his friendfhip IVom him during H A P. 
Ibmetime: But their common animofity againA Henry VID, ' 
foot! produced x renewal of their former good torrefpon- * ""v"""*^ 
dence ". ' 

All difficulties were at UA adjuAed between the par- i>?o. 
ties ; and the king allowed Becket to return, on condi-'^ J>dy- 
tions which may be efteemed both honourable and ad- ^""Fp* 
vantageous to that prelate. He was not required to pve ?|'*! *^''' 
up any rights of the chtu-ch, or re(ign any of thofepre-^*"*" 
tenfiom, which had been (he originS ground of the con- 
rroverfy. It was agreed, that all thefe queAions Awuld 
be buried in oblivion ; but that Becket and his adherents 
fhoutd, without making further fubmifliona, be reAored (o 
all theirlivings ', and that even the poiTeirors of fuch be- 
nefices as depended on the fee of Canterbury, and had 
been filled during the primate't abfence, (hould be ex- 
pelled, and Becket have liberty to fupply the vacancies ". 
In return for concellions, which entrenched fo deeply on 
the honour ^nd dignity of the crown, Henry xe^ed only 
the advantage of feeing his miniAers abfolved Irom the 
feotence of excommunication denounced againA them, 
and of preventing the interdifk, which, if thefe hard 
conditions had not been complied with, was ready to be 
laid on all his dominions ''. It was eafy to fee how much 
he dreaded that event, when a prince of fo hwh a fpirit 
could fubmit to terms fo difhonourable, in or^ to pre- 
vent it. _ 

But the king attained not even that temporal tran- 
quillity, which he had hoped to reap from this expedient. 
During the heat of his quarrel with Becket, while he 
was every day expeQing an interdift to be laid on his 
kingdom, and even a fcntence of excrnimunication to be 
denounced againft his perfon, h? had thought it prudent 
lo have his fon, prince Henry, affoctaEed with, him in 
the royalty, and to make him he crowped king, by the 
hands of Roger ardibilhop of York". By this {weeau- 
lion, he both enfured the fucceflion of that prince, which, 
confidering 

* Hift. Quaci. p, 99, loo. Gervtie, p. 1406. Parker, 

fc■aa6. ' Gervale,,p. 1413. « Filx-Stcph. p 68, 69. 
oveden, p Sao >- Hift. .Qmd' p 104 Bronipton, ». 
1062. 'Gervafe, p. 1408. Epift. St. Thorn, p, 704, 70L 
706,707,791,793,^94, Benedia Ablxis, p. 70. "HJi 
<luad. J. i«, 103. Gervaft, p. 1408. 
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C H A P. confidcring the many pad irregularities in that point, 
VHI. could not but be efteemed fomewhat precarious ; and he 
y-'-v^^J pTefaTcd at leaA his family on the throjit, if the femence 
■1170. of excommunication Oiould have the efFe£t which he 
VJreaded, and (hou!d make his (iibjefls renounce their al- 
legiance to him*'. Though this deCgn was conduQed 
„ , , with the utmoft es[iedIlion and fecrecy, Becket, before it 

was carried into execution, had got intelligence of it ; 
and 'being defirous to obftniii all Henry's mealiires, as 
well as anxious to prevent this affront to himfelf, who pre- 
tended a folc right, as archbilhop of Canterbury, to of- 
ficiate in the coronation, he had inhibited ail the prelates 
""of England from aflifting at this ceremony °, had pro- 
;CDred a mandate to thcfame purpofe from the pope ', and 
■fi^ incited the king of France to profeft againft the CO- 
-fonation of young Heiiry, unlefethepi-incef^ daiighieref 

■ that monarch, ftionld at the fame limereceiVe the royal 
'unaion. There prevailed in that ag^e an opinion, which 

■ Was akin (p its other fuperftitjons, that the reyal undion 
■■was effential to the exercife of royal power "^i and it was ' 
- therefore natural both for the king of France, careful of 

■his daughter the princeTs Margaret'i eftablifliment *, and 
~ for Becket, jealons'of his own dignity, to demand, inthe 
' treaty wkhHenry, fomefatisfaQion inthiSelTential point *. 
-' Htnry, after apologfiing to Lewis for the omifiion with 
r^ard to Maigaret,"and excufing it'oiriicfount of the fe- 
crecy requifite for condu8ii^ that meaCurc, promifed that 
<he ceremony fhomdtie again renewed in't'he perfons both 
■of therprince and prmcefs ''': Andhe'aflured Becket, that 
befides receiving the acknowledgments of Roger and the 
other bilhops for the Iteming afiront put on the fee of 
Cafiterbory, he fliould-, as a farther fatisfaSion, recover 
■'hisri^H by officiating m this coronation '-'. But the vio- 
"lentlpirit of Becktt, elated by the pbwer of- the churth, 
■atid by the viSory which he had ali'iady obtained over his 
'foverejgn, was not content with thisvMuntary compe»&- 
.-■, ; ' ,«ft)#, 

" Fi'^^teph p. 64. PereDaniel, vol i.p 1447. 'i' ^ift. 
■St. Thorn, p. 6% '6^S' ' I" Hift.'^i^'vp. 103. , Epift. 
St. Thorn, p. 6Ba.- Gervaie, p.r4ijf. ' Q- Epift - S, 
Thorn, p. 708. ■ .'' -Brompton, p. 1061. ' ' ^ Gemfe,' p, 
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tiftti, but refoWed to mkke tW injury; which h^pftSenderf CHAP) 
. to have fuffercd, a handle for taking revenge oiJ alt hi* 'Ht 
enemies. On his arrival in Eiigland, he :met the -arch-^ ""^■""""^ 
bifliop of York and the bifhops of London &hd Salif- */7*- 
Iwty, who.were on their journey to the kii^inNiKinan- ~'™ * 
<ly ; and he notified to the archtnihop '^i* '•?'*•"" "''ffWim ba- 
iufpenfion, and to the two bifliops that of 'exctimmiiTri- j^ 
cation, which» at his iblicitation, the pope had pronouns'- 
ed againfl them \ Reg^dal de WaTenne, and GerVife 
tie Comhill, two itinerant jufliciaHest who vect't m^ 
Jting their circuit in Kent, sflted hinii on hearing of this 
bold attempt, whether he meant to bring fire aM-lwoM 
into the kingdom ^} But the primate,- hecdleft of Ihere'- 
'proof, proceeded, in the moft -oftentatious m«tn€r,'fd 
take polTeHion of his diocefe. In Rochefter, and Ml the 
towns through which he pafTed, he wat received withthe 
iboutsand aCclunitions of the people ^. Aa he approach- 
ed Southwark, tbeclergy, the laity, menof aUTMkSaitd 
ages, came forth to meet him^-ahd celebrated witKhyiniA 
of joy hii triumphant entrance \' And thou^ t^ wiB 
obliged, by orders of the young prince,' who refided st 
Woodftoke, to return to'faii dioC6fcj''he foutidtlMt-he 
was not millaken,' when be proihlfed himfelf the bighe'ft 
veneritionof the public towartfohisperrbn and bir^gflif^. 
He proceeded, therefore, With the more courage to dart 
iiis Spiritual thilndtn ; and he ilTued the fentenoe' of- ex^ 
communication agai nil Robcrtde Broc ", and Nigel- de 
Sackville, with many of the mdft cofifiderable pteldtes 
and miniAers, 'whofaadaflifted' at the coronuion of tl^ 
young prince, and had bcenadive in the late pcrfecu- 
tion of the exiled clergy. This vi<Jcnt mctam)-e,'by 
-which^he, in effed, denounced war againtl the king him- 
felf, is commonly afcribed lo the vindidive difpoiition 
and imperious chara3er of Becket ; but as this prelate 
Was alio a man of acknowledged abilitiesi we- are DM, 
ih iiis paffions alone^ to \ook. for the caufe of bis cotidud, 
whftn 

M. Paris, p. 86., Chnm. W. Hembg. p. 497. Dieelo, 
13. Bronwtoo, p. 1062. Geirali, p. 1413. M Weft. 
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C H A P( *bcs hc-.piTOCeeded to thefe exuemities againll hi$ ese- 

Vni mjej. Hisfagacityhadicdhim todKcover all Henry's in- 

^-— v*-'l*ntionBi and he pvrpofetl, by this bold !»ijd unexpected 

irjA xEE»ult, to prevent the. execution of them. 

'•- ■ ' -: Tniiiagt-fttm his expi^mnce of the, dirppfitions of 

hU ftof^, was becmne fenfible, ,thnt his enterprise had 

i' ' ' been too bold,, in ellablifhing the conHimtions ot Clare»- 

JtOOi io ^efioing aHi^e bmi.cbes of reyalpower, and jp 

fpd^vogring ,to extort ^nm the church, of England, as 

well AstTjom the pope^ aa.£xpi-e& avowal, of thefe difV ' 

Mttd;preTt>^ivcs. CiSnfcious.airo of hi$ own violence 

^.attempting to break or fubdue the inBexible primate* 

ha wu ^vM difpVeaf^d to -undo that meaftirei which had 

f^vea bii enemies fuch jidvantage i^ainft him ; and he 

W|3:<;p0tffit^ that. the Controveify ft,ttuld terminate. .in 

Ihftt ambiguous manner, yrhich was the utmoft that prin- 

7 4^j,in'thofe ages, cAuld hope to.atlain.in (heir difpqtes 
'witb.tlJie fee of I^me r Though he dripped, .for the pre- 
^)}{v;fhi: proTeouiotiof Becket, he {lill referved to himr 
0i tfae right of^itaaiDtaining, that, the .goaftitutions of 
,^l6H^dfVi) the origiiwl ground of the ^uajrel, were both 
tl^.antiqnt, cnftan^&ana the prefect law of , the realm: 
. Afld *fcQH|h he kM*t. that the papal ..clwgysfierted them 
.tobe:itnplDU$in'ther[ifelv«, as.well as abrogated by the 
fewencfl-fjf lbs fowereigli poiuiff, he^qpofedi in fpitc of 
lfa$if clanworsi fttaiUly to pilt thofe laws to executions 
.fldd.tojUlift tohisjjwliabttilyv 3qdJo,the,.courfeof events, 
fqr;fu^«fi in;that pefilous .enterprizie.. . He hoped, that 
Bccket'jS. experience of aflx years extlewould, after his 
pride^waj . fully gicatified by his relloraiion,. be futGcient 
to teacji him m(»1e referve in his c^polilioo ; or if aDjr 
controvETfy anofq, be,expfc3cd thenceforth to engage in a 
,nK>re favourable <:aufe, and to maintain with advantage, 
vhile the. primate was now in his power °, the antient 
IRnd undoubted cuftoiDs oE the kingdom againd the ufur- 
patioRsof the clergy. But .Becket, .determined not to 
, betray the ecclefiallical privileges by his connivance ^, 
and apprehenfive left a prince of fuch profound policy, 
if allowed to proceed ih his own way, ;m^bt probably in 
tfae-endprevaU, refcdvedtb take dl the advantage which 
hisprelent viSory gave ^ft^, and to difconcert thecau- 

- . .-...■.. r .-,■ ,; (iojjj 
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lious rseftriircs of the king, by the vehemence and rigour G H A j*, 
of his own condu& ^. AlTured of fupjiort from Rome, VIH. 
he was little intimidated by dangers, which his courage ' ■^~r^ 
(aught him to defpife, apd which, even if attended with *'7°- 
theotoft fatal confeqiieDCcs, would ferve only to gratify 
lt» ambition and thirll of glory '. . 

When the hifpended and excommunicated prelates 
arrived at Baieux, where the king then refided, and com- . - ■ ' 
plained to him of the vident proceedings of Beckef^, 
he itiftaotly perceived the ctMifequenccs ; was fenfible, 
that his whole plan of <^erations was overthrown ; fore- 
faw, that the dat^erous conlefl . between the civil and "^ 

spiritual powers, a conteft which he himfelf - had ^rfl 
rouzed> but which he had endeavoured, by all his late 
negotiations and conceflioni, to appeafe, muft come to 
an immediate and decifive. iflue ; and he was thence 
thrown into the moll violent commotion". The arch- 
bi(hop of York remarked to hiin, that, fo long asBeckpt 
lived, he could never esped to enjoy peace or tranquil- 
lity*-; and the king himfelf, being vehemently : agitated, 
burfl forth into an exclamation againft his fervants, whc^e 
want of zeal, he faid, had fo long left him expofed to the 
enterprize* of that un^ateful and imperious . prelate ". 
Four gentlemen of his houfehold, Reginakl Fitz-Urte, 
William de Tract, Hugh de Moreville, and Richard 
Brito, taking thefe paflionate ciprcfiions to be a bint for 
Becket's death, immediately communicated their thoughts 
to each other; ; and fwearing to avenge their prince's 
quarrel, feoretly withdrew from court ^. Somemenadt^ 
expreflions, which they had dropped, gave afufpicion of 
their deflgn ; and the king difpatched a mefTenger after 
them, chai^Tig them to attempt nothing againft the per- 
fon of the primate ' : But thefe orders arrived too late to 
prevent their fatal "purpofe. The four aSaHins, though 
they took dlEFeivnt roads to Ei^land, arrived nearly about 
the fame time at Saltwoode near Cahterbury ° ; and being 
there 

'^ Fitz-Steph. p. 74. ^ ^ift. St. Thorn, p. 818, 848. 
^ Hill. Quad. p. 11;. . Btotnpton, p. io6z. Gervale, p. 
1414. " Hift. Quad. p. 119. Neubr p 401. Trivei, 
p- S*- *- Fiti-Sleph. p. 78 ° Gervafe, p 1414 Parker, 
p. 107. ", M.- Faris, p. 86. Brompton, p. 1063. Be- 
nedi^. Abbas, p. to. " Hill. Qnad. p. 144. Ttivet, p. 
55- ** Fitz-gteph. p. 78, 79. Hift. Quad p. laa. 
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CHAP. there joined by fome afliftsnta, tbev proceeded in great 
Vin. htfte to the archie pifcopal pakicc ". They found the 
^''-v^ — ' primate, who trufled entirely to the facrcdncTs of hi» 
■ "7®- character, very flenderly attended; and thwgh they 
threw ont many menaces and reproaches againft faim ', 
he was To incapable ot fear, that, without uHng any pi^ 
cautions againft their violence, he immediately went to' 
Dec. 89. St. BenediA's church, to hear veCperc. They followed 
Mnrder .him thither, attacked him.before the altar, and having 
of Tho- cloven his head with many blows, retired without meet- 
?"* ing any oppofition ". This was the tragic^ end of 
**""*■ Thomas-a Becket, a prelate of the moft lofty, intrepid, 
and inflexible fpirit, who was able to cover, to the world 
and probably to himfetf, the enterprizes of pride and am- 
bition, under the difguife of fanflity and of zeal far the 
intcrefts of piety and religion : An extraordinary perfo~ 
nage, furely, had he been allowed to remain in his Grft 
flation, and had dircded the vehemence of his charader 
to the fuppcfft of law and juAice ; inftcad of being en- 
gaged, by the prejudices of the times, to fkcrifice sll 
private duties and public connexions to tyes, which he 
imagined,' or rcprefentcd, as fuperior to every civil and 
political confideration. But no man, who enters into the 
genius of that age, can reafonably doubt of this prelate^s 
fincerity. The fpirit of fuperltition was fo prevalent, 
that it infallibly caught every careleis reafoner, mudi 
more every one whofe interefl, and honouE, and ambitioa, 
were engaged to fupport it. All the wretched literature of 
the times Was iniifted on that fide : Some iaint gliminer- 
ings of common fenfe might fometimes pierce through 
the thick cloud of ignorance, or what was worfe, the it- 
lufions of perverted fdence, which had bkittcd out the 
fan, and enveloped the. face of nature: Butthofe who 
preferved thcmrelves untainted by the general contagion, 
proceeded on no principles which they could pretend to 
juflity: They were beholden more totheir total want of 
indrudion, than to their knowledge, if they ftill retained 
fome {hare of undprftanding : Folly was poflefled of all 
the fchoote as well as all the churches j and her votaries 
affumed the garb of philofophers h^ether witbtheenfigns 

of 

"= Gervafe, p. 1414. ' Neubr. p. 401, Diceto.p. 55J. 
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cF rpiritual dignities. Throughout that large colle£tionC H A IP- 
of letters, -which bears the tiamc of St. Thomas, we VilL 
find, in all the retainers of that afpiring prelate, no lefe ■— — 1/~— » 
than in hinirelf,.a mod entire and abfolute conviaion of '*?'>■ 
ihc rcafon and piety of their own party, and a difdain of 
their antagonifls ; nor is there lels cam and grimace in 
theirftile, when they addrelseach other, than when they 
compofe manit^ellos for tlie perufal of the public. The 
■fpirit of revenge, violence, and ambition, which accom- 
panied their coitdu^, inJlead of forming a prcfumption 
-of hypocrify, are the fureft pledges of their fmcere at- 
.tachmem to a caufe, which fo much flattered thefe. domi- 
neering paflions. 

Henry, on the firft report of Becket's violent. mea-(j,y 
:fuces, hadpropoCed to have himarreftedj and had already 
taken feme Heps towards the execution of that defign.: 
But the intelligence of his murder, threw tliat prince into 
■the utmod concern at ion, and he was immediately fenfi- 
ble of the dangerous con fequences, which he had realbn 
to apprehend from fo unejipe&cd an event. An archbi- 
shop of reputed fandity, aflaflinated before the altar, in 
the exercifc of his funSion, and on account of his leal 
jn maintaining ecclefiaftical privileges, muft attain the 
bighell honours of martyrdom : while his murderer would 
be ranfced among the moil bloody tyrants, that ever were 
fxpofed to the hatred and dete flat ipn of mankind. Inter- 
difls and excommunications, weapons in themfelvcs fo 
terrible, would, he forefaw, he armed with double force; 
■when cmploye<i in a caufe fo much calculated to work on 
the human paiTions, and fo peculiarly adapted to the elo- 
quence of popular preachers and dedaimers. In vain 
would he plead his own innocence, and even his total ig- 
norance of the fa£k : He was fufliciently guilty, if the 
church thought proper to efteem him fuch : And his con- 
icurrence in Becket's maityrdom, liecoming a religious 
opinion, would, be received with all the implicit credit, 
which belonged, to the moil eftablilhed articles of faith. 
Thefe' CQnljderatjons gave (he king the moft unaffeaed 
.concern; and as it was extremely his intercil to clear him- 
felf of all fufpicion, he took no care to conceal the depth 
of his 9ffli3ion '\ ile Ihut himfelf up from the light 

of 

^ * Yp6d. Neuft.p. 447. M. Paris, p. 87. Diceto, p. 556. 
Gcrtaw, p. 1419. 
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C H A P. of day and from all commerce with hu fervants : He 

VUI. even rerufed three days all food and fuftenance " : The 
*-~~>/''-^ couttien, apprehending fome dangerous effeQs from hts 

' '7'*- defpair, were at Uft obliged to break in upon his folicude ; 
and they employed every topic of cwifolation, induced 
him to accept of nourifhment, and occupied his leifure In 
taking precautions againft the confequences> which he fo 
juftly apprehended h-om the murder of the primate. 

' I^k" T" ^ P*"'"' ^^ *^'**^ importance to Henry was to cott- 
■Sfl" ftf "'"'-^ ^^ P^P* "^ '^'' innocence ; im- rather to perfuade 
ilieUnff' ''''"' '**" ^^ would reap greater adranti^es from the (iib- 
*' mifltons of England than horn proceeding to extremitiu 
againft that kingdom. The archbilhop of Rouen, the 
bifhops of Worceller, and Evrcuic, with five others of 
Icfs quality, were immediately difpatched to Rome *-, and 
orders were given Ihem to perform their journey with the 
utmofl expedition. Though the name and authority of 
the court of Rome were fo terrible in the remote coun- 
Iriesof Europe, which were funk in profound ignorance, 
«nd were entirely unacquainted with its charaSer and 
condud ; the pope was fo little revered at home, that his 
inveterate enemies furrounded the gates of Rome itfelf, 
and even controuled his government in that city ; and the 
ambalTadors, who, from a dtftant extremity of Europe, 
carried to him the humble, or rather abjed lubmiOions of 
the greateft potentate of the age, found the utmoff difE- 
culty to make their way to him, and to throw themfelves 
at his feet. It was at lad agreed, that Richard Bsurc, 
one of their number, Ihoutd leave the rel> behind, and 
run all the hazards of the pafTa^e'^, iti order to preveat 
the fata! confeqnences which might enfue from any delay 
in giving fatisfaftion to his Hotinefs. He found on his ar- 
rival, that Alexander was already wrought up to the great- 
eft raec againft the king, that Becket's partizans were 
daily llimuiating him torevenge, that the king of P'rance 
had exhorted him to fulminate the moft dreadful fentence 
again ft England *, and that the very mention of Henry's 
name before the facred college was received whh every 
expref* 

" Hia. Quad. p. 143. ^ Hoveden, p, 526. M. Paafs, 
p. 87. '' Hoveden. p. 526. Epift. St. Thom. p. 863, 

*■ Hovedcn, p. 523- Spel- Concil. vol. ti. p. 89. Bmntpton, 
p. 1065. Epiil. St. Tnom. p. 855. Beaediftus A^W; p. 
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cxpreflion of horror and execriuion ". The Thurfday C H A P.- 
before Eafler was now approaching, when it U cuftomary VIIL 
kx the pope to denounce annual curfes againll al) his ene- ' — * -* 
miesj and it was expedcd, that Henry Ihould, with all 'i?'- 
the preparations peculiar to the difcharge of that facred 
artillery, be folemnly conaprehended in the number**. 
But Barre found means to appeafe the pontiff, and to 
deter him from a meafure which, if it failed of fuccefs, 
could not afterwards be eafily recalled ; The anathemas 
were otdy levelled in general againll all the a&ors. 
accomplices, and abettors of Becket's murder " ; and the 
abbot of V^affe, and the archdeacons of Salilbury and 
Lifieux, with others of Henry's minifters, who foon af- 
ter arrived, befides maintaining their prince's innocence, 
made oath before the whole confiftoryi that he would 
ftand to the pope's judgment in the affair, and make 
every fubmiffion thatfliould be required of him '. The 
terrible blow was thus artfully eluded i the cardinals 
Albert and Theodin were appointed legates^ to examine 
the catrfe, and were ordered to proceed to Normandy for 
that purpofe " j and though Henry's foreign dominions 
vere already laid under an interdid by the archbifhop of , 
Sens, Becket's great partiun *-, and the pope's legate in 
France, the expe^ation, that the monarch would eafily 
exculpate himfelf from any concurrence in the guilt* 
kept every one in fufpenfe, and prevented all the 
bad conlequences, which mtght be dreaded from that 
fentence. 

The clergy, mean while, though their rage was hap- 
pily diverted ftom falling on the king, were not idle in 
magnifying the fan£t)ty of Becket ; in extolling (he me-; - 
ritsof his martyrdom; and in exalting him above all 
that devoted tribe, who, in feveral ages, had, by their 
blood, cemented the fabric of the temple. Other faints 
had only borne teftimony in their fufferings to the general 
dofib-inei of Chriftianuy ; but Becket had facrtficed his 

Ufe 

' Hoveden, pi 526. Neubr. p. 40a. Epift. St. Thorn, 
p. 864. ° HovedcD, p. 517. Diceto, p. 556. Epift. St. 
Thorn, p. 864. " .Gervafe, p. I+IQ- ' Diceto, p. 

'SS7- Gervafe, p. 1419, Epift, St, Thorn, p. 865, 867. 
' Hoveden, p. 516, Neutn. p. 401. Gervile, p. 1419. 
jtlifi. Q^. p. jl47,. ^ Horedeo, ^. $13. . Spelm. Concil. 
'tcLH, p.90. ' " 
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CHAP. life lothe power and privileges of the clergy; and thts 
VIU pcailinr merit challenged, and not in vain, a fuiuble ac- 

^"'^^^ — 'itnowlcdtmicnt to his memory. Endtefs were the pane- 
»i7'- gyrio on his virtues; and the miracles, operated by his 
Tcliffues, were more immerous, more nonfenlical, and 
more impudently attefted, than thofe which ever filled 
tilt U-gend of any confeflcr or martyr. Two years after 
hi) death he was canonized by pope Alexander **; a fo- 
lemn jnbilee was cftabhftied for celebrating his merits; 
hi^ bod\- .was removed to a msgnilicent IhriRC, enriched 
withpreferifs from alt parts of Chriftcndom; pilgrimages. 
were performed lo obtain Itis interceflion with heaven} 
and it was computed, that in one year, above an hundred 
thoofand pilgrims arrived in Canterbury, and paid their 
davorions at his totnb. It is indeed a mortifying refle^on 
to thofe who arc aQuated by the love of fume, fo jgftly 
denominated the laft infirmity of noble minds, that the 
wifcft legiflator and moft exalted genius, that ever re- 
formed or eniightened the world, can never ex ped fuch 
ttibutesof praife, as arelavifliedonthe memwy of a pre- 
tended faint, whofe whole- c«ndu3 was probaUy, to the 
laft degree, odious or contemptible, and whofe indnftry 
was entirely direCled to the purfuit of objeSs pernicious 
lo mankind. It Is only a conqueror, a perfon^e no tefs 
intitied to c'jr hatred, who can pretend to the attainment 
of equal renown and glory. 

It may not be amifs to Vemark, before we conclude 
ihisfubjeft of Thomas a Becket, that the king, during 
his controverfy with that prelate, was on every occalion 
more anxious than ufual to exprefs his zeal for religion^ 
and to avoid all appearance - of a profane negligence on 
that head. He gave his content to the impofit^ a tax oa 
aU his dominions for the delivery of the holy land, now 
threatened by the famous Saladine ; andthis tax amounted 
to two-pence a pound for one year, and a penny a pound 
for the four fubfequem". Almoll sdl the princes of Eu- 
rope laid a like impofition on their fubjeds, which re- 
ceived the name of Saladine's tax. During this period, 
therecameover from Germany about thirty heretics of 
both fetes, under the diredion of one Gerard ; fimple 
ignprant people, who could gjve no account of their faith, 

» "EpTft. St. Thorn. V 880: ■ Diceto, p.' 569.' »• Otton. 
Gemale, p. 1399. M. Paris, p. 74. 
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but declared thcmfelves ready to fuffer for the tenets of ^ HAP. 
theirmafler. They made only one convert in Enzland^ a ^^'■ 
woman as ignorant -as thennfelves ; yet they gave ftich um- """"V^^ 
brage to the clerey, that they were delivered over to the "7'* 
fecular arm, and were puni(hed by being burned on the 
forehead, and then Vhipped through the ftreeti. They 
feemed to esuk in their fufferings, and as they went along, 
fiingthe beatitude, BUffedareye, when men bate yau and 
pe^ecvU you ". After they were whipped, they were 
thruft out almoU naked in the midft of winter, and perilh- 
ed through cold and hunger j no one daring, or being 
willing, to give them the leaft rehef. We are ignorant 
of the particular principles of thefe people : For it would 
be imprudent to rely on the reprefentations left of them 
by the clergy, who affirm, that they denied the efficacy 
of the facraments, and the unity of the church. It 11 
probable, that their departure from the Ihndard of ortho- 
doxy was fbil more fubtile and minute. They fcem to 
have been the firft that evwfufFered for herefy in England. 
' As foon asHenry found, that he was in no immediate 
danger from the thunders of the Vatican, he undertook an 
expedition againQ Ireland ; a delign, which he had long 
|H-oje3ed, and by which he hoped to recover his credit, 
fomewhat impaired in his late tranfadioos with the hie- 
rarchy. 

CHAP. 
^ Neuhr. p. 391. M. Puis, p. 74. Heming,p. 494, 
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C H A P. IX. 

H E N R Y n. 

SUU of . Ireland Con^efl of that ifland Tbt tinfs 

arnmmodatiott -aiitb the caurt 9/ Rome Revolt ^J young 

Utmy and bit braiberi- Wan and infurrrSieni 

War with Scotland Penatu^ of Henry fer Becket't 

vmrder William, king of Scotland, defeated, and 

tnken prifoner The kin^i anommodation viilb bis 

font Tbe kin^s e^uitible adminijlration Cru- 

fedes^-^Revalt of prince Riebard Death and cba~ 

rafUr ef Henry— —Mifcellamtus tranfaflions of bit 
reign. 

CHAP. A S Britain was firft peopled from G»ul, (b was Ire- 
' '~^'' jfi. '"'w' probably from Britain; and the inhabiiantt of 
all thefe countries leem to have been fo many tribes of 



IX. _ ^ ^^ 

- '7^ the Celiac, who derive their ori^n from an antiquity^ 
Ijgl^jjj that lies far beyond the records of any hiflory or tradition. 
The Irilh, (rom the beginning of time, had been buried 
in the moft profound barbaritm and ignorance; and as 
they were never conquered or even invaded by the Ro- 
mans, from whom all the weflern world derived its ci- 
vility, they continued ftiU in the mod rude (late of fo- 
ciety, and were diilinguifhed only by thofe vices, to 
which hinnan nature, not tamed by education nor reftrain- 
ed by laws, is for ever fubjea. The fmall principalities^ 
into which ihey were diyidedl esercifed perpetual ra- 
pine and violence againd each other; the uncertain fuc- 
cefTion of their princes was a continued fource of do- 
mefttc convulfions; the ufual title of each petty fovc- 
reign was the murder of his predecelTori courage and 
force, though exerciCed in the commiflion of crimeSf 
were more honoured than any paciBc virtues ; and the 
iroft fimple arts of life, even tillage and agriculture, 
were almoft wholly unknown among them. They had 
felt the invafions of the Danes and the other northera 
people; but thefe inroads which had fpread barbarifm in 
the other northern parts of Europe, tended rather to im- 
prove the Irish ; and the only towns, which were to b« 
tbund in the ifland, had been planted along the coaft by 
the freebooters of Norway and Denmark. The other 
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;iiiialatants eierafqd pidlurage inibc open com.t^;iio^fCtHi/i^- 
-prfifc^ilMiTrom any danger in th^ir foreflsandmotsfles; ;- .'^- - 
-aiidiiejng, divided. bythe fierccft-auimafities agaijift cach-^'''!^'''^*:'. 
.ether, .wtre fttli more intent on the, means of m«taal ip- * >?*• 
^jury*^ than on ihe expedients for common or evQnferpri- 
.vate Interedt. 

Besides many bnall tribes, thecewercin the age.Af ' 

jHenry II. five pfincipal fovereignties in thoilland, ] Mun- 
'fieriLeinfier, Meath, Ulftcr, and Connaugbt;.and)U.it 
lii^d been ufual for tbe one or the olhecof thefe to take 

• the lead in their wirs, there wascommoolyibme prince^ 
•.who Jeemed, for the time, to ■& as inonarch of lielaod. 
iRDdericO Connor, king of Csnnaught,, was then advan- 
,cediothisd^(iity '; Init his^overnment, allobeyed.evctt 

- within his own lemitory, was not capable of unitingChe 
. people in. any meafurcs, either for the e^abii{hment of or- 

dcr, or for defence againft foreignere. .The ambitionoE 

'"'' Henry had, very early in his reign, ,_ he^n moved, by the 

'-'iprofped of thefe advantages,, to. attempt ihe fubjflf&Blt 

-x>{ Ireland ; .and a pretence was only. wanting .to invadea 

-{let^le,. who, beingHlways confined to their own liHand, 

'iiad never given. any jepfon of ccmplaint to .any. of thsir 

neighbours. For this purpofe, he had recourfe to Rpn^, 

1 which a0iimed.a tight to dirpofe.of.kiagdDros.:and.iem- 

• ,pires; and .notiforefeeii^.th&d4ngerous difputes, wluih 
•iie was one day to.maintain \tttth tha^Xee^ he hetped,..fDr 
i4>refent, orF rather fOT an imaginary, convenience^ .to 
;,give, fandion to claims which were sow.become dan- 
..gerous to all.fovcreign;. J^drJan HI. who ihen.fi lied the 
, papal chair,. .was. by: bicth.anEngllihman ; and being,- on 

- Ahat account,, dilpofiid to oblige Henry ,:, he was eafil.y per- 
!:fuaded to,a& a&'maSer,of the world, and to makb jvitfa- 
:Out. any hazard or.expenpe, the acqmfition . of ■ great 
,;iflapd.to bis fpiritoal jurifdii3:inn. The;Irifli had,.^y 
fpcecedent miffiona. from the Britains, been .imperfcAly 
: convened to ChriHianity, and what Jhe pope-regarded as 
-.{fccfiu-eft mark of '.their impieifed^ converfion, ihey fol- 
i-lo^editbedadrines.of their ticft teachers, and had never 

- .Ackniwkdged any .fubjeSioE to Jhe fee of Rome. ■ .Adn«i, 
ithecefore, in.tbe y«ar 1 1.56, ifliied a bnil in. favourpf 
-Jdenry ; in which, after premifing, that that prince had 

ever Ihewn an anxious care to enlarge the church of God 

. :Voi..rr. .fi-b - ■ .- on 
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CHAP, on einh, and to cncrcafe the number oE his faints and 
' K. - ele£t in heaven ; he rcprcfentthis'defignof tubduing Ire- 
V"">'~""^land as derived from the fame piom motives: He con- 
"9'- liden his care of applying previoufly tor the apoftolk 
fandion as a furc earneft of fuccefs and vidory ;' and 
having cdabliflied it as a point incontefliblc, that M 
Chriftian kingdoms belong to the patrimony of St. Pe* 
ter, he aduwwiedges it to be his own duty to fow among 
them the feeds of the eofpel, which might in the lafl day 
fruftify to their eternal falvation : He exhorts the king to 
-invade Ireland, in order to extirpate riie vice and wicked- 
nefs of the natives, and oblige them to pay yearly, from 
every boufe a penny to the fee of Rome : He gives him 
entire right and authority over the ifland, commands all 
the inhabitants to obey him as their fovereign, and ,in- 
ve(b with full power all fuch godly inllruments as he 
fliould think proper to employ in an enterprise, thus cal- 
culated for the glory of God and the falvation of the foals' 
of men *^ Henry, though armed with this authorityi-' 
did not immediately put bis defign in execution ; but be- 
ing detained by more interelling bufinels on the contir 
Kent, waited for a favourable opportunity of invading Ire- 
land. 

DiRMOT Macmorro^, king of Leinfter, had fay 
his licentious tyranny, rendered himfclf extremely oA- 
ou> to his fubjefls, who feized with alacrity the firll oc- 
cafion that oflvrcd, of throwingoff the yoke, which was 
become grievous and omrefltve to them. This prince . 
had formed a defign on Omach, wife of Ororic, king of 
Meath ; and taking advantage of her hufband's atdcnce, 
who, beiiw obliged. to viftt adtfUntpart of his domitii- 
oot, had nk his queen feeure, as he thought, in aji 
iDatid, furrounded by a bog, he fuddenly invaded the 
place, and carried off the princefs*-. This exploit, 
thout^ ufual amoi^ the Inlh, and rather edcemed a 
proof of gallantry and fpirit % provoked the refentment 
of the huloand; who, having colleSed forces, and be- 
ing fh-engtbcned by the alliance of Roderic, kii^ of ' 
Connau^ht, invaded the dominions of Dermot, and ex- 
pelled him JToin his kingdom. The exiled prince Iiad 
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r«courfc to Henry, who was at this time in Gmeniie,C H A P.> 

craved his alTillance to reftore him to his fovereigoty, and ^ ^ , 
■oflFered, in that cafe, to hold his kingdom in vafTalagc^' ' ' " 
of the crown of England. Henry, whofe Views were "7^- 
already turned towards making acquifitions in Ireland, 
readily accepted the offer ; but being at that time em- 
barrafled by the rebellions of his French fubjc3s, as welt 
as by his difputes with the fee of Rome, he dedincd fbr 
the prefent embarking in the enterprise, and gave Der- 
mot no farther alTiHance than letters patent, by which he 
empowered all his fubjeds to aid the Irifh prince io the 
recovery of his dominions''". Dcrmot, fupported by this 
authority, came to Briftol ; and after endeavouring^ 
though for forae time in vain, to engage adventurers in 
the enterprise, he at lall formed a treaty with Richard^ 
firnamed Strongbow, earl of Strizul. This nobleman^ 
who was of the illullrious houfe of Clare, had impaired 
his eftate by expenfive pleafures i and being ready for 
any defperate undertaking, he promifed afTidance to 
to Dcrmot, on condition of his efpouling Eva, the 
duughter of that prince, and being declared heir of all 
his dominions ^. While Richard was afTembling hii fuc- 
courn Dermot went into Wales ; and meeting with Ro- 
bert Fitz-Stephen, conflable of Abertivi, and Maurice 
Filz-Gerald, he alfo cng^ed them in his fervicc, and 
obtained their promife of invading Ireland. Being now 
alTured of alTiOance, he returned privately to his owa 
Hate; and lurking in the monaftery of Femes, which he 
/ had founded (for this rutlian was alfo a founder of mo- 
nalleries) he prepared every thing for the reception of lui 
Engiifli allies >=. 

The troops of Fit7>Stephen were firft ready. ThatCnnqoeS 
gentleman landed in Ireland with an hundred andtthtrty of that 
.knights, fixty efquires, and three hundred archers; butiduid- 
this fmall body, being brave men, not unacquainted with 
difcipHne, and compleatly armed, a thing almoft un- 
known in Ireland, ftnick a great terror' into the barbarow 
inhabitants, and fcemed to menace them with fome fig- 
nal revolution. The conjundion of Maurice de Prender* 
gall, who, about the fame time, brought over ten kni^its 
B b '2 and 

"^ Girald. Ounlv. p. 760. ^ Girald. Gam^. p. jSt. 
* Ginld, Cambr, p. 761. 
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^HA^.^ni ^xty'ardien, enabled Fitz-Stephen lo^tHnlpt the 

K, Qegt of Wfxfiord, a town inhabited by the Daites j and 

~*''~*-''after nhiing a battle, he made himte\S tni&n of the .' 

'•?*• place*. Soon after, Fife-Gerald arrived with ten 

khtghts, thirty efquircs, and a hundred archeri^; and 

being joined by the foriher adventurers, compofed a force 

whim noihir^ in Ireland was able to withftsrtd. Roderic, 

the chief monarch of the'ifland, was defeated in battle; 

the prince of Offory Was obliged to fubittit, and give 

hollages for his peaceable behaviour ; and Derrhot, not 

content with being reftored to his kingdom of Leinfter, 

pi:6jedcd the dethronetAtnt of Roderic, und afpired to 

thefole dominion of thelflaod. 

In profecution of thefe views, he fetit over a mef- 
jijinger to the carl of Strigul, challenging the performance 
of his promife, and dlfplaytng the mighty advantages 
which nngbt now be reaped hjy a fmall reinforcement of 
varllke troopi from England. Richard, not fatisfied with 
the general allowance given hr Henry lo'all bis rubje3s> 
went to that prince^ then inMonnandy; and havir^ob- 
Uiined a cold or ambiguous permilTion, pt-epared him- 
felf for the execution <^ his deftgns. He firll fent over 
Raymondj one of his retinue, with ten knights aftd fe- 
venty archers, who landing near Waterford, defeated a 
body of three thoufand Infh, that had ventured to at- 
tack him*; and as Richard him felf, who brought over 
two hundred horfe, and an hundred archers, joined in a 
fe!w days after, the vi^orious Englilh, they made them- 
Iclves mafters of Waterfold, and proceeded to' Dublin, ■ 
vdiich was taken by aHault. Roderic, in revenge, cut 
off the head of Dermot's fon, who had been left as a 
boflage in his hands; and Richard, marrying Eva, be- 
■ caiiie foon after, by the death of Dermpt, mafter of 
' iht kingdom of Leinfter, and prepared to extend hi» 
dominion over all Ireland. Roderic, and the other IriQi 
ptinces, were alarmed with the danger; and combining 
-toother, bcHeged Dublin with an army of thirth thou- 
-fiadmen: Bufearl Richard, 'making a fudden fally-at 
thi head of nintity kitights, with their followers, put this 
nbne^ous' army to tdat, daced than from the field 

of 

.■'Jf f^tiid:Cii^tm'p?y'6i, 76a- ^CarddrtttAr.p. 766. 
* Cifald. Cambf. p. 767. 



■V Google 



H E N R Y, n. r . 3.7a 

.of battle, and purrued them with great flaughter. Non.e'G^'*'*' 
Vin Ireland now dared to oppofc themfelv^s to the Etig- **• , 
■.lifh". - ■ ' "■■■■■ """^ 

Henry, jealous of the progrefs of his own fubjeds, "''*• 



fent orders to recall all the Englilh, and he made^pr^- 
parations to attack Ireland in perfon*^: But Ricfcard.' fend 
the other adventurers, found means to app.eafc fiini, w 



-making him the moft humble Tub millions, and oSeiiiigti 
'hold all their acquilicions in va{Ialage to his CTowri . 
■ That monarch landed in Ireland at the head of five hiin- 
"ired knights, befides other foldiers ; and fbun^ tijc fnfh 
' fo difpirited by their.latc misfortunes, that, in a progreft 
which he made through the ifland, he had np other oc* 
cupation than to receive the homagej of his new IiUn 
je&s ^. He left moA of the Irifh chieitains oi^ princes 
in poffcflion of their antient territories; beftowed fome 
lands on the EngliOi adventurers ; gave earlRiphardthe 
commiflion of fenefchal of Ireland j and after a ftay oT 
a few months, returned in triumph to England^ By'm^l 
trivial exploits, fcarce worth relating, except for 'flie laj- 
portance of the confequences, was Ireland (uS^uedj, aO^ 
. annexed for. everlo the EnKtifli crown'. -'"^ '"' '"' 

THElowftati 
- -ages, made it in 
armies, which r 
jedion ; and th' 
land could ftill 1< 
. The only expe< 
,-. then be made 01 

titude of new 

' lands of the vani 

trufl and author! 

' inhabitants into 

. thern invaders 

mandy, had bee 

kingdoms, whi( 

and were tranfi 

. qucrors. ' But i. 

illand fo little 

of defperate foi 



" Girald. Cambr. p. j-jj. <= l^, p yjQ. g g^ 
p. 77S- " Bcaei Abb. p. ay.a^ Ho«edgi, p. sm. 

Diceto, p. SS9- I-"" «-.. «r» 
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Cl U. A P. timct to tranfpoit themfdves imo it"; and inflead of rr- 
K. cUiroiug the natives from their uncultivated manrers, 
S""v~'*-' they were graduaily afliinilatedto'theaniicnt inhabitaQts, 
■f\7*- UM dc^nerated from thecuftoms bl their own natron;"- 
It wu alio found requifite to beftow great military and 
arbitrary powers on the leaders, who commanded a hand- 
ful of men amidll fuch hoftile multitudes ; and law and 
"equity, in a little time, became as much unknown in the " 
£iiglilb fettlements as they hadcverbeen among the Irilh 
tribes. Palatinates were ereCted in favour of the new 
advcnturtrs ; independent authority conferred; the natives/ 
never frilly fubducd. Hill retained their animofities againil ' 
the conquerors : Their hatred was retaliated by tike in- . 
juries^ and from thefe caufes, the Irifh, during the courfe 
of four centuries, remained Aill favage and untradable ; 
and it'wasnot till the latter end of Elizabeth's reign, that 
the iHaod was fully fubdued ; nor till that of her fuc- 
celTor, that it gave hopes of becoming an ufeful conquell 
to tbe.^nglifli nation. 

..BseiDzs that the eafy and peaceable fubmillion of 
the Infli left Henry no farther occupation in that ifland, 
lie was recalled from it by another intident, which was 
:ce to his interefts and fafety. The 
and Theodin, to whom was corn- 
is condud in the death of archbiftiop 
d in Normandy j and being impati- 
im frequent letters, full of menaces, 
y longer the making his appearance 
; hadened therefore to Normandy, 
:c with them at Savigny, where their- 
KM-biunt, that he broke off the ae- ' 
i to return to Ireland, and bade ihem 
nft him. They perceived that the . 
for taking advantage of that tragical 
incident ^ which had it been hotly purTued by inlerdi^s 
and eicommunicatiouSj was capable of throwing the - 
whole kingdom into combullion. But the time, which 
Henry bad happily gained, had contributedtoappeafe 
the ininds of men: The event could not now have the 
fame influence, as when it was recent ; and as the clergy 
had. every day looked for an accommodaiion with the 
king, 

° BromptOR, p. 1069. Nfiubrig. p. 403. " -Girald. 

Cainbr. p, jyt. -•■-■■ 
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king, they had not't^pofcd 
zjtns, who had been v^y ii 
the pu}|de his entire innoceiH 
mate, and his ignorance of 
al&flins. The L^ates, there 
liged to lower their tetms ; t 
as to conclude an accommot 
dared upon oath, before the 
£o far from commanding or 
archbilhop, he was exiremel] 
intelligence of it: But asth 
pre^Ted on account. of that pi 
bably given occafion to his n 
lowing conditions ai an atoi 
promifed, that b« Ihould pa 
baniOied tor adhering to Beck 
to their livingi; that the fe< 
rf inflated in all iti antient | 
. pay the templars a fum of n 
jiftehce of two hundred knigl] 
land; that he himfetf Ibould 
mat following, and, if the 
three years ^ainll the infidel 
ftine ; that he Oiould not iofii 
cuflomst derogatory to ecch 
been introduced in hit own t 
ftop appeals to the pope in eo 
content himfelf with exa£tin 
clergymen as left his dominie 
that they fhould atten^t ni 

his crown''. Upon Ggning ttiele conceflions, Henry r^ 
-ceived abfoluti<Mi from the legates ; was confirmed in the 
grant made by pope Adrian of Ireland*'; and iKithing 
proves more llrongly the ^eat abilities of this monar^ji^ 
than his extricatii^ himfelt, on fuch eafy terms, from fo 
difficult a fiCuation. He had always mflAedt that the 
laws, eftahli&ed at Clarendon, contained not any new 
claims, but the antient cuAoms of the kingdom ; and he. 
was flill at liberty, notwithilandiDg the articles of this 
agrcementi to muntain his pretcnfioitt. Appeals to the 
pope 

' M. Paris, p. E8. Beaedifi. Abb. p. 54, Hoveden, p. 529. 
Diceto, p. $60. Chron. Gerv. p. 142a. * Bna^toa, p. 

■o;i. LibCT Niff. Sctc. p. 47. 
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-thli t(*a(f ;1 bat as~lh« 
rtafdnaWe fecufitifS' frcim^ 

illy in his ptiWer topfe- 
ad*amt>^= by this fertft'- 
efe^ the conftitiitioiM of. 
r-of therealrtl; iho' th« 
4fe to havt! conceived th«! 
^4 limitations, that thcpy' 
ji> by treaty, from orttf 
s df'thef?' cotiftiiutionsi 
he ftif*!*6f the kingdom; 
%fibGS^«mtft»*%ffy vntH 
?of Roftit,' ff«BediM»' 
dP HUirfAi giiin^ur' atid 
ifrKiS damtfffib (ItMtiirti 
A-tnitniftiiw prtjgeiiy of 
'tr& aSid ailthbrkj" to m 
)f 2^ di(^erf fucceffibn; . 
i* thfr WflWtWus (Aroiisl 
^'eflatJlHhinij the fevCTal 
I -weH (raloulate'd to pf6^ 
Jflift^. aHff to^rpeftjadiJ 
Mrati'cVd'iiriHJ Hinvj,- bis 
a<M Fatf^fftn^d- KiM fi:li' 
'■En^iaht^ ffie dirt^hv e^ 
if Afijiitt, ■ Matrie, 'iftH 
^:ctinfiigii6ui,;'»rrrf Whicfej 
M tdy-fach oil*i' itiiiW*! 
■ifenimolrWW 'ariiT fereigiJ 
Ktt, 4fe Jnvcftn!* f* the? 
■ of P^iapOj Gciiffr*^;. 
of Rfe' wifft, (tie diiich/ 
radf of Trclani* w^srfe^ 
Wt; hW: f<ionH Ton.- He? 
F this liiffprtnc*;, a^mar- 
^^^fl^it■h^AdeIjt^sf[K■t|Vl^f*l'ugWe^ of Htitnbert, courie 
dp S^Vby Bnd WaiWiirMfe'; anil' was- (6.tcce(ve as he? 
dairy' vm confidSfrible'' dtfcWics ■ hJ Piedim*; 
aV^, ■B9Srfb, ■arttf'^^aii^hfriy"^. -Bje tWs eraft^idrf 
*f Ms family excited the jealoufy and envy of all his 
J , ., neighbours, 

'^■1?ki*r'fte5ft. p. irt; -i&m:Am\ #, ftovetfrtf.!" 

p. 53a. Diceto, p. 561. Brott^dJf, ^'^ toMr Rjttter, *M.- 
i, ^ 33. 
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-iwH^bourti-iviur made theft very fons,, wtisJbfemjimCTil.AiSl 
he had lo anziinifly elUbillhcii,.the meani- of imbittcto- IXl.-. 
inghisf[iti]re^i&;ati(l(tilhHb)Dg^hisgovenunnic' '— "^t^-^ 

■ ^YounO Hatii^ who'waftnfmgto-manVdtatej b^px "i?* 
tp dilplay' hisi <thaTbda',< andf afpira ta in^ependenDc:: 
Brave^'ambiiioiis^. liberal, magniticcnt^ aff^e^ he dif-' 
covered (pi ditieSf which givA great bi&te to^ouih'; prog>i 
nctdicatea .flliniligrfomine:;)faDl, ntllds^Kinpensd m>^ta^■^ 
ture ag&.Wittt' dirsrcubDyr.nv the^ forerunners' oE the 
^eateft catamiries '. It is faid, that at the time, whem 
Oiis prince'TeeeiTed therdyolFui^^ieni his fithei^ in or- 
der to give ihe^ greater dignit)R to the corenMnyr officiatcdi 
at taUe is> om a tfae retinue ;i and oUienved tor his fon^ 
' that nevCp Jtidg-'was mord iwjij^ fervid, it ip-jiathim^ 
itttr'aardtmiryj.iaMyoang.HenTytiKone a£ hb cdaitnov 
t^ ib/foH of a evuttfi flmUfervB tbr-fon of a>kim^. Thai 
ftying, \f4«cb'niig(u pais>i>nl}r iigii: an innoceta pltfafuv- 
tPi^ or flvMiifor;aii~"eblique edniplinenr tb bix father^ 
•»/» tHMvemmgarried as a fympt«n) c^ His. afpiriii^teait- 
^r; atldi-taii 'conduct iiBoa.ansT-jndi&Kl. the cMJec-* 
tuw- ■■';■' ■■>.;.... 

Httn&T't Igi^eably toitlie'promife'Whidh bKihad^gmar 
both toifa«: pbps *od FTsiJcftf king, p8rm«tm* his fonts* 
.be ofiyi't^ ■smtM' hythff handi bf the srdhbifiiop c£ 
.Rou^f and alEceiatied. Aeprinciirr Margaret, ^oofeto 
■yinmg Hcflry, id' itos cwBrnony"', : He afterwards -at- 
imta hiwtttpa? a- tiiftt tfl. fcisfather-in-lattf- at PariSr 1173. 
.;w'hbto»fc',fho'«BporMmity of inftiHing- into the ywiftg' 
{iri^Oe tbo^ limitioas fenimenrs, to whiclj he was na- 
earafly but rhJ matfWiodiiAed^-j Though it had been the RevojKtf 

- <36flfta«c prsu^ce' of Ftfairee, e«r fince.ihe' axuxthoa ofyoong 

- rfid Captxisui tins, tocfowtitha fon iariog the life-time Hnuf 
of the tatheri.*irhoi»eonfc»ring<OThimaiiyprefempar-»ndhw 
ticii*atiis» if^'re^i^fayj 1j«*U peiffaadtd hij foiMin-Uw,*'™''^™- 

' that by this ceremony, which iff Ihdfe aeestras deetned 
^ iBODKilt^us^ile iMd acqitirsd al t^l kivere^stj-, and 
:'. ■-■ ,- ..■■;£ ■-■..■ that 

- . * GliArtc^Gerv. p. 146^. " Hovedcn, p. 519. Dicalo, 
p. 560. Bronipton, p. io8o.- Cfaroi) Gerv. p 14,21. Tiiset, 
pK$9. Ii «m)e3rT fi-oqt Mkdni^ HiAftty of the EiiclHqaer. 
tint ri]jf gai^Nnit wtre then l^wa in ^gUod, And that the 
ccmpanon roibedlof t|ie young l^iig\-»Bd (f ueen caft .et^tcy-fe- 
■yen pooiids ten fliiliings and four pence, inaoey of titat aee. 
, ,*; 9ir4tJC*tbr-^78». ^•:^:' . . " 
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CHAP.thit the king could not, without injuAice, *cxdu« hint - 

IX. h'om immeaiatc pofTeffion of the whole, or at Ic'aft a part 
V""*"—* of his do'minioin. In confequence of. tlnle extravagant 
"73- iflcBs, young Henry, on fait rctuni, dcfircd the king m 
relign to him either the crown of En^and or the dutchy 
of Kornwnt^ *" ; difcovcred great difcdntent on the re-, 
ibfal; fpoke in the nvill undutiful temu of hit father ; 
andfoon after, according to concert, made his efcape to . 
Farii, where he was prote&cd aixl fupported by the FrendT' 
monarch ^'. 

While Henry was alarmed with this event, and had 
the profpeQ; of dangerous imiigues, or even of a war, 
which, whether fuccdsfiil- or not, mi^ be extremely 
catamttoQS and difagreeablc to him, he received intellLr- ' 
gence of new misfonunes, which muA haveaffeded him 
w the moft fenlible manner. Queen Eleanor, who had 
difgiiAed her (irfl hofband by {icr galUntiic», wm no leTs 
offcnfiTC to faerfecond, by hcrjcalonfy; and after this 
manner, carried to extremity, in the d^Ecrent periods 
of hci life, every circuinftance of fviaate wci^nefi. She- 
communicated her difcontents igsinft Henry to her two. 
younger fan), Geoffrey- and Richard ; pevfuaded them 
that they were alfo entitled to prefem pofleffion of the 
territories flfTigncd to, them ; engaged them to fly fccretly . 
to the court of France"; and was meditating, herUfa 
an efcapc to the fame court, and had even put on manV 
' apparel for that purpoTe ; when fbe was fcizcd by otder& 
troin her hufband, and was {hrowo into confinement '.- 
Thw, Europe faw with aDuiifhment the heft and mofl 
; indulgent of. parents at war with his whole bmUy \ three ^ 

boys, fcarce arrived at the ageof puberty, require agreat 
monarch, in the full vigour of his age and height of bis. 
' leputation, to dtihrone himfelf in their favour t and fc- 
veral princes not afhained to fupport them ia tfaefe unna- 
tural and abfurd pfelenfiors. > 
Uekrt, reduced to this perilous a;id difagrecable ' 
lltuation had recourfe to the court of Rome ; and though 
fifnfible of tfte danger attending the interpofition of -ec- 
( v, -ckfitflical 

'■* Bcned Abb. p. 37. > Hovedtn, p. J311 Bnunpioit, p. 
1085. Chiron. Geivaie, p. ^434. ** Hovedea, p. $33. 

Dicetis, p ;6i. Bronptaa, p. 1083. Hcaatng. p. 499. 
'' C-'hron. Gerv. p. -1434. 
*^ Ssaeil. Abb. p. 48. BroaipUio. p. 10^ Ncabdg.p. 404. 
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tlefi'aft'nal authtu'ity in remporal'IlirjHitcs^ applied to theCH AP, 
pope ^''^rhisTuperi or lord, to excommunicate his tnwnies,'^'^- . 
and by iKefecenfures to reduce toobedience 4us unduiiful v-— ' 
child ren i ' whom he found Aich a reluflance to punifti by ••7J* 
ihe fwbrd of the maglArate '^ Alexander, well plcafed 
to exert his power in fo plaufibte a caufe, ilTued the bulls 
required of him; But it was foon found, ihat thcfe fplri- 
tuat weapons had not equal force as when employed in 4_ 
fpirituai controverfy i and that the clergy were very 
. negligent in fuppofting afentence, which was nowife cal- 
culated'to promote the immediate interefls of their order. 
The'kihg, after taking in vain this humiliating Aep, was 
obliged to have recourfe to arms, and to inliQ fuch 
auxiliaries,' as are the ufual refource of tyrants, 4nd , 
have fetdom been employed by fo wile and jufl a mo- 
jiarch. ' 

The Idofe government, which prevailed in all th« 
'fiatesof Europe, the many private wars carried on amonj 
the neighbouring nobles, and the impoflibility to entiarce 
any general execution of the hws, had encouraged a 
tribe of banditti to difturb every where the public peace* 
to infefl the high roads, to pillage the <^en <:9untry, an4 
to brave all'the efforts of the civil magiflraic, and eve^ 
the excommunications of the church, which were thua* 
dered out agaipll them ^. Tr<>ops of them were Some- 
times inlifted in iJie fervice of one prince or baron, fonoe- 
times inthat of another: They often aSed in an inde- 
f>endent manner, under leaders of their own: The 
{Kaceable and indullrious inhabitants, reduced to poverty 
by their ravages, were frequently obliged for fubUftence 
■to betake the mfelves to a like diforderly courfe'of life: 
.And a coiitinual intefline war, pernicious to induflry, jis 
.^ell'as to the execution of jullice, was thus carried cm in 
.|he bowels of every kingdom*, Thefe defperate rufHans 
received the, name fometicnes pf Brabanfons, Ibmetimca 
,of Rouiiers or Cottereaux ; "but for what, reafon, is not 
agreed by hiftorians: And they formed a kind of focicty 



l-Epifl. 'Petri Blef cpilt 1 36. in BiHIotti. Pair. torn. ixa. 
•p. 1048. His words are, Veftrx jarifAiSionis ejl regniaa jin~ 
^£tf, ttqutmlum ad feudatarii juris ohligatiimFm, 'oahis Juniaxtl 
■tiiuurktt latter. The fame paper is in Rymer, vol. i p. 3^. 
and Trivet, vol. i, p. 6z. "■ Neubrig p, 41J- * Chroi. 
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C H AF. orgovernmcnt ai 

'K.-» 'all the reft of n 

'— N-"— ' not aftianied, on 

*'73- fiftance ; and as 

-given them exper 

■ nerally compofed the moft formidaWe part ot thofe armieti ' 
.which decided the political qua 
-of them were inlifted among t^ 
enemies^; but (he great treafui 
enatledliim to engagemoremirr 
fcrvice ;. and the fituation of hi 
banditti the only forces on wh 
any confitleRce. Hi» licentious 
- vigilant government, were mo: 
by young prince*, ignorant of 
their conduQ, and profufeiii t 
king had enfuKd t<x hia fons th 
ticular province of his dominio 
danger in adhering to thofe wl 
time become their' feve^eigni. 
ti«s, many of the Norman m 
fon Henry ; the'Breton and Oa 
difpofed to embrace fhe quaFr 
ard *. Difaffeaion had crept 
and the carls of Leicefter and 
openly declared againfl the I 
Brabarfons, therefore, joined 
brought over from Ireland, 
proved fidelity, formed the foli 
pofcd to refift his enemies*. < '. ,. " 

Lewis, in order to bind the confederates in,.a,clofeir 
union, fummoned at Paris an xflemblyof the chief vaOals 
of the crown, received their approbation of his,*meit- 
fures, and engaged ihem by oath to adhere to the caufe 
of young Henry *. That prince, in return^ bound him- 
, fetf 

T Petr. Blef epift. 47. " Mceto, p. $fo. ' » Hotb- 
den, p 534. Trivet, p. S9- * Ypod. Nenft: f. ^S. 
Brompion, p 1085. Nenbrig p. 40$. Heminz p- 499. 
* Hoveden, p. 534. Chron. Gerv, p. 1417. raBtfig g. 
405. Hemiiig. p 499. ChiOR. T. Wykw, p. ja. Tpw)^ 
^.60 ^ Bened. Abb. p.>49. Hoveden, |i. $}}. Ohbm. 
Gcrv. p. 1414. 
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.ftdf by a like'tie "never to defert his French allies j flndC HAP. 
"■iMving made a tiev/ great feal '," he laviihly diftributed DC.,.' 
bmong them many confiiierable parts of there territories y~v~'—' 
which he^propofed to conquer from his father*^, Phihpi" "7.3- 
count of -Fknders, Matthew, count of Boulogne, his * 
brother/'Theobald, count of Blois, Heijry, count of Eu, 
.partly fnoved by ihe general jealoufy arifing from Henry's 
.power and ' ambition, partly allured by the profpeft of 
reaping advantage from the inconfiderate temper and the 
neceffiiies of the young prince, declared openly in favour 
«f the latter. William, king of Scotland, had a I fo en- 
tered into this great confederacy ° ; and a plan was con- 
certed for a general invafion on different places of the 
"JSfig's extenfive and fadious dominions. ' 

Hollilities were firft commenced by the counts of Flan- 
."ders a^' Boulogne on the frontiers of Normandy, Thefe 
-princes laid ftege to Aumale, which, by the treachery ef 
the count of that name, was delivered into their hands ^ : 
That nobleman furrendered himfelf prifoner ; and, on - ■ 
; pretence of thereby pacing his ranfom, opened the gates 
of all his other fortrefles. The two counts nest befiegcd 

■ and made themfclves matters of Drincourt; But the count 
^of' Boulogne was here mortally wounded in the affault ; 

and thisevent putfome.llopto theprogrefs of the Flemidi 
arms'. 

In another quarter, the king of France, being ftrongly Wars and 
aflifted by his vaffals, alTembled a great army of feven infiirredi- 
thoufand knights and their followers on horfeback, and a ons. 
proportionable number of infantry j and carrying young 
Henry along with him, laid fiege to Verneuil, which 
was vigoroully defended by Hugh de Lacy and Hugh de" 
-Beauchamp, -the governors ^. After he had lain a month 
before the place, the garrifon, being ftraitened for pro- 
vifions, were obliged to capitulate; and they engaged, 

■ if not relieved within three days, to furrender the town, 
and to retire into the citadel. On the laft of thefe days, 

, Henry appeared with his army upon the height? above 

VernCuil ; and Lewis, dreading an afTault, fent the arch- 

bifhop 

■ BrtAnptbn; p. 1084. ^ Bened. Abb. p. 49. Hoveden. 
P'533- ^ Chron. Mailr. p 17a Brompton, p. ii:*4. 

" Ypod Neuft p' 449 Diceto. p. S71- " Hoveden, p. - 
534, Brompton, p 1085 Neubrig. p. 405, Heming. p, 
499. o Hoveden, p. 534. 
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CKAP.biQiop of Sens and the . cOunt of Blois. to the Engliflt 
IX. caitip i and dcfircd that next day (hould 6e appointed for' 
»—^^—-' a conference, in ordtrto eflablilha general peace,, and 
1173- terminate the differences between Henry and his fons. 
■ _ The king, who paflionately derired tlys accomrno'datiiw* 
and fuipe^cd no fraud, gave his confent ; bat Lewis, 
that morning, obliging the garritbn to furrcnder, accord- 
ing to the capltuhiion, fet (ire to the place, and began^to 
rtiire with his army ". Henryj provolced at this artifice, 
attacked the rear with vigour, pm them to rout, execu- 
ted fome flaughter, and took fcveral prifoners. The 
French army, as iheir time of fervice was now expired, 
imnKdlattrly differfed themfelves into their feveral prcv* 
vinces; and left Henry free to prolecute his advantages 
againftiiis other enemies. , 

Tm>: nobles of Brittany, excited by the carl m Chcf- 
ter and Ralph de Fougeres, were all in arms; But their 
pri^efs was checked by a body of Braba'n^ons, which 
the king, after Lewis's retreat, had lent againft ibem. 
The two armies came to an aftion near Dol ; where the 
rebels were defeated, fifteen hundred killed on the fpot, 
and the leaders, the earls of Chefter and Fougeres, obli- 
ged 10 take (heiter in the town of Dol ', Henry hallened 
to form the llc^e of that place, and carried on the at- 
tack with luch ardour, that he obliged the governor and 
garrifon to furrender ihemfelves prifoners of war''. By 
thefe vigorous meafures and happy fuccefles, the infurr 
reftions, were entirely quelled in Brittany ; and the king, 
thus fortunate in all quarters, willingly agreed to a con- 
ference with Lewis, in hopes, that his enemies, finding 
all their mighty efforts entirely fruftrated, would agree 10 
terminate hoAilities on foihe moderate and reafonaUe con- 
ditions. 

The two monarchs met between Trine' and Gifors; 
and Henry had here the mortification to fee his three 
fons in the retinue of his mortal enemy. As Lewis had 
no other pretence for war than fupporting the claims of 
thefe young princes, the king made them fuch offers as 
chil- 

o Bened. p. 57, 58, tiC. Hovoden, p. 535. D.'ceto, p. 
S71, 572. BroiDpion, p. 1085, 1086, 1087- ' Bened. 
Abb p. 65. Hoveden, p. S35 " BeaediCt. Abb. p. 64, 

65. Hoveden, p, 535. Dieeto, p. 574. Ncubrig, p. 406. 
Heming. p, joo. Tiivel, p. 61. 
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children might be afhamcd to infill on, and could be ex- C H A P. 
. Torted from him by nothing" bill his fiitntA »StQ\on, or ^^ 
7by the prefenr neceflity of his affairs *•. He" infilled only '~^"''~~' 
on re'taining'the fovereign authority in al[ his domini- *'73* 
onsybut offered young Henry half of the revenues of 

* England,' with' fome places of furety in that kingdom; 
' or if he 'rather chofeto refide in Normandy, half of the 

* revenuesvof that dutchy, with all thofe of Anjou. He 
made a like offer to Richard inCuienne; he prom if ed to 
refign all^Brittany to Geoffrey; and if thefe conceflions 
were not" deemed fufficient, he agreed to add to them 
whatever the pope's legates, who were prefent, fliould re- 
quire of him-". The earl of Leicefter was admitted to 
^is ncgodation ; and either from the impetuoftt/ of his 
temper, or from a view of breaking off abruptly 3 con- 

' Terence which mull cover the allies with .confufion, be 
gave vent to the mofl: violent reproaches againft Henry, 
und he even put his hand to hif fword, as if he meant to 
attempt fome violence upon him. This furious a3ion 
threw the whole company into confufion, and put an end 
to the treaty ". 

The chief hopes of Henry's enemies feemed now to 
depend on the ftatc of affairs in England, where his au- 
thority was espofed to the mofl imminent danger. One 
article of young Henry's agreement with his foreign con- 

' federates, was, that he fhould rcfign Kent, with Dover 
and all its other fortreffes, into the hands of the count of 
Flanders * ; yet fo little national or public fpirit prevailed 
among the independent En'gli^ nobility, fo wholly bent 
were they on the aggrandizement each of himfelf and 
his own family, that, notwithflandingthis pernicious con- 
cellion, 'which mud have produced the ruin of the king- 
dom, the majority of them had confpired to make an 
infurre&ion and to fupport the prince's pretenfions. .The 
king's principal refource lay in the church and the 

■ bifliops, with whom he was now in perfeS agreement; 
whether that the decency of their charaOer made them 
afhamed of fupporting h unnatural a rebellion, or that 
Ihey were entirely fatisfied with Henry's atonement for 
the murder of Beckct and for his former inrafion of eo- 
defiaftical 

^ Horedn, p. jjQ. " Hoveden, p- $36. Brompton, ' 

SI088, . " Hoveden, p. 536. * Hovedea. p. 533, 
tempton, p. 1084, Nenhr. p. ;a8, 
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CHAP. dclmRicit immunities. That prince, however,,h«d re^ 
Bf . Tigned none of the cffential rights of bis crown ,ir».the ac-V-, 
. *''~^' -*CDmmorfMion; he-maintained ftillihe fajne, prudent jea-^' 
■*'TT- loufy of' the ccurt of Rome; admitted no legate into ■ 
Engtand, without his fwearing to attempt nothing againft:', 
his royal prerogatives; an'd he had even-obliged the' 
monks of Canterbury, who pretended to.a,.free_e!eaion;{j^ 
on the vacancy, mjideby. the death of Becketi^Vo^cboOfCi 
'Hoger, prior of Dover, in the place of that^ turbulent 
prelate^. — "sf-^ 

War with The king of Scotland now made an, irruption into 
Scathod. ■Northumberland, and committed great .devaftalions ;V 
but being oppofed by Ridiard de LucyJiwhomHency \ ' 
'had left ^ardian of the realm, he retreated into liis o\vn' 
■kingdom, jmd agreed to a ceiTation of arms ^. Tfiisj- 
truce enabled the guardian to mari;h foothwards with his ' 
<anny, in <jrder to oppofc an invafion, which ;the earl 6f 
'Leicefter, at the head of a great body of Flemings, had.--' 
'm«de upon Suffolk. The Flemings had been joined by'. 
Hugh tiigod, Mho made them mafters. of. his caffle df 
Framitighanri; and marching, in'.o the heart of the kiijg- ■- 
(dom, where they hoped to be Tupportcd by_^ Leiccfter'i 
-TaffBls, they were met by Lncy, who, aflifted by Hum- 
•phrey -Boliun, the coriftable, and the eails of.' 'Arundel, 
Gloceiter, and Cortiwal, had advanced to Farnham with 
aiefa-numerouSj-but braver army, to oppofe them. The - 
■Flemings, who were moftly weavers and other tradefmen '^ 
(for nianufaSures were now_ beginning to be cftabliihcd 
i If Flanders) were broken in an inftant, ten tboufand of ■ 
•ihem^^-CTe pnf toihe fwofd; the earl ofLeicefter was 
i«ken prifoner, and the remains of the, invaders were\ 
-gjad to compound for a fefe retreat into their, own ciMiii- 
•try°. .i.. ' 

1174, This great defnt did not difliearten the malcontents; 
. .'Who' being fnp ported by the alliance of fomany foreign '_ 
•pritKes, and encouraged by the king's own fons, deter-- "," 
•mined- to perievere in- their enterprise. The earl of 
FerratsyR^rde Mowbray, Archetrl de Mallory, Rich- 
. . «d 

""-Hovwlen, p. 537. ^ M, Paris, p, 89.' Hoveden,.p. 

\ 536, Diceto, p. 573. Brompton, p. 1089. / Neubiig, p., 

■.407. ' "•M,?Parisi'pto89; Beiied.'Abb.,p.,70. JiHoveden,.^. 

■p.,y3j5. ;i>i«to, p. 574. (gr«fip«(»i,»pjit^, K^br.-p.i,^"' 
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alrii dc Moreville, Hanio dc Mafcie, together with many CHAP. 
friends of the earls of Leicefter and Cheftefj rofe in I^- ' 
arms ' : The fidelity of the earls of Clare and Glocefter ^"~'''~~^ 
wasfufpe&ed; and the guardian, though vigoroufly fup-' "74* 
ported by Geofiry, biOiop of Lincoln, the king's natu- 
ral fen by the fair Rofamond, found it difficult defend 
hlmfelf on all quarters, from fo many open and conceal- 
ed enemies. The more to augment the confuTion, the 
king of Scotland, on the expiration "of the truce, broke 
into ihe northern provinces with a vaft array ^ of 80,000 
men; which, though undifclplined and diforderly, and 
better adapted for committing devaflatien, than for exe- 
cuting any military enterprize, was become dangerous 
from the prefent faSioua and turbulent fpirit of the king- 
dom. Henry, who had bafBed 3l\ his enemies in France, 
and had put his frontiers in a poflure of defence, now 
found England the feat of danger ; and he determined by 
his prefence to overawe the malcontents, or by his con- 
dnSc and courage to fubdue them. He landed at South- 8th July,- 
ampton; and knowing the influence of fuperftition over Penance 
the minds of the people, he immediiteiy haftened to of H«iiiy 
■ Canterbury, in order to make atonement to the afties of *°^ Beck- 
Thomas a Becket, and tender his fubmiflions, to ai dead f^ """' 
enemy. So foon as he came within fight of the church™* 
of Canterbury, he defcended from hoifeback, walked 
bare-foot towards it, proftrated himfelf before the flirine 
ef the faint> remained in fading and prayer during a 
whole day, watched all night the holy reilques ; and not 
fatistied with this hypocritical devotion towards a man, 
whofe violence and ingratitude had folotig difquieted his 
government, and had been the objefi of his moft inve- 
terate animofity, he fubmitted to a penance, ftill more 
fingular and humiliating. He affembled a chapter of the . ' 

monks, difrobed himfelf before them, put a fcourgo of 
difcipline into each of their hands, and prefemed his 
bare fhoulders to the la(hes which thefe ecclefiaftics fuc- 
ceflively infliScd upon him °. Next day, he received 
a^t^ution ; and departing for London, got foon after the 
Vol. I. C c agreeaUe 

^ Bened. Abb, p. 54, Koveden, p. 537. NenMj- P- 

ioy. ' Hemine. p, 501. ,** Ypod. Neuft. p. 450! 
1. Paris, p. 90. Hoveden, p. 539. Diceto, p. 5^7. BromjH 
ton* p, 1095. - Chron. Ger?. p. 1437, Neunig. p. 4i». 
Chioo, Dnnfial^e, p. 35> 
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! intdtigence of a great viBbxj which his gene- 
ts had obtained over the Scots, and which, being gain- 
d on the very day of his abfdution, was regu'ded as the 
i'74- earoeft of hit final recondliaQoa with heaven and with - 
TbooHS a Becket ". 

William, king of Scots, though repuUed before the 
caftle of Pmdhow, and other fortified placet, had been 
able to commit the moft horrible depredatioos upon the 
northern provinces ' ; but on the aporoach of Ralph de 
Glanville, the binous lawyer and julticianr, fecoodcd by 
Bonardde Balid* Robert de Stutcville, Odond deUm- 
freville, William de Vefci, and other northern barons, 
together with the gallant bUhop of Lincoln, he (hou^t 
proper to retreat nearer his own country, and fixed his 
fialion at Alnwic He had here weakened his army ex- 
tremely, by fending out numerous detachments in order 
to extend his ravages} and be lay abfolutcly fafc, as he 
imagined, fi-om aay attack of the enemy. But Glaiw 
ville, informed of his fituation, made a hady and 'fa- 
tiguing march to Newcafllc; and allowing his Ibldiers 
ouy a fmall interval for rdrefhment, be immecbately 
fet out towards evening for Alnwic He marched thtf 
night above thirty miles ; arrived in the morning, under 
cover of a mill, near the Scots camp ; and rcgardleb of 
the great multitude of the enemy, he began the attack 
with bis fmal), but determined, body of cavalry. Wil- 
liam was livii^ in fuch fupine fecurity, that he took the 
Ei^ifl) at firft for a body of his own ravagers, who were 
retomingtolhecan:^: But the fight of their banaen ctm- 
vindng him of his miftake, he entered on the adion 
with no m«« than a body t^ an hundred faorfe, in con- 
fidence, that the.numerous army, whidi furrwnded him. 



WiUiain. 



would foon haflen to his relief. He was difmounted on 



kinc of * '^^ ^^ ihock, and taken prifoner, while hii troops, 

fj^ ^i,^ hearing of this difafter, fled on all fides with theutmoft 

defeated precipitation ^. The difperfed ravagers made the beft 

■nd taken of their way to their own country ; and difcord arifii^ 
paSmet. amcng 

" Ypod. Neuft. p 450. M. Paris, p. 90. Bened. Abb. p. , 
83. Hoveden, p $39. M Weft. p. 251. ' Bened. Abb. 
^73- Hoveden, p ^37. BroinpUM, p. 1090. Chioa. 
Oerv p. 14x7 Neubng p. 408. * Bened. Abb. p 76, 
Btomphn, f, 1091, 1092, Ncubrig. p. 408, 409. HcBUng. 
p. soa. 
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itnong them, they proceeded even to mutual fiBU^iter>C HA P*' 
and fuffercd more from each other's fword than from ti^t K. 
of the coemy "■. '' ~'~'~*. 

This great and important vldory proved at lafl de- . **74J 
cilive in favour of Henry, and l»^e entirely the fpirit of 
the Englifli lebcli. The bilhtm of Durham, who was 
pr«iartng to revolt, made his fubmiCSons'*; Hugh Bi- 
, though he had received a ftrong reinforcement of 



^>d, ti 
Flemii 



Fiemtngg, was obliged to furrender all his caftles, and 
throw himfelf on the king's mercy " i no other refource 
was left to the earl of Ferrars and Rc^er dc Moubray ** j 
the inferior rebds imitating the example, all England 
was reflored to tranquillity m a few weeks { and as th« 
kii^ appeared to lie under the immediate protedion of . 
heaven, it was deemed impious any longer to refift him. 
The dergy exalted anew the merits and powerhil inter- 
ceflioo of Beckett and Henry, inftead of oppofing this 
fuperftition, plumed himfelf «n the new frienduiip of that 
faint, and propagated an opinion which was To favourablo 
to hii int»-cAs ', 

Young Henry, who was ready to embark atGrave- 
lines with the earl of Flanders and a great army, heariiw 
of the fupprefiion of his partizans in England, , abandoned 
all thoughts, of the enterprize, and joined the camp of the 
French king, who, during the abfence'of old Henry, had 
made an irruption into Normandy, and had laid fiege to 
Rouen '^ The place was defenaed with great vigour by 
the inhabitants "^ ; and Lewis, ddpairing of fuccels 1^ 
open force, tried to gain the town by a ftratigem, whid^ 
in that fup^itious age, was deemed very little honoura- 
ble. He proclaimed in his own camp a ceflation of 
arms on pretence of celebrating the feuival of St. Lati- 
rence ; and when the citizens, fuppoftng themfdves ia 
fafety, were fb imprudent as to remit their guard, he pro* 

I)ofed to take advantage of their fecurity. Happily, 
i>me priefts had, from mere curioflty, mounted a fteeple^ 
whae the idarm bell hung ; and obfcrving the French 
camp in motion, they immediately rang the bell, and 
gave warmog to tht inhabitants, who ran to thdr feveral 

C c a 
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C.H AP.ftadoiB. The French, who, on hearing the bell, hor- 
IX. ricd to the iiflkult, had already nwunted the wsJls in fe- 
*—~vr"*Jveral places; but being repulfcd by the enraged citizens, 
'}7^- were obliged to retreat with confiderable Tofs ^ Next 
day, Henry, who had haftened to the defence of his Ner- 
man dominions, palTed over the bridge in triumph ; and 
entered Rouen in fight of the French army. The city 
was now in abfolute fafety ; and the ktng,, in order to 
brave the French monarch, commanded the gates, which 
had been walled up, to be opened ^ ; and he prepared to 
pu(h his advantages againft the enemy. Lewis faved 
himfclf from this perilous TtEuation by a new piece of de- 
ceit, not fo jufliBable. He propped a conference for 
suljulling the terms of a gen«-al peace, wuich, he knew, 
would be greedily embraced, by Henry j and while the 
Itii^ of England tnifted to the execution of his pro- 
mifc, he made a retreat with his army into France * 

There was, however, i^neceflity on both fides for aa 
accommodation. Henry could no longer bear to Tee his 
three fons in the hands of his enemy ; and Lewis dread- 
ed, led this great monarch, vi£torious in all quarters, 
crowned with glory, and abfolute maAer of his domini- 
ons, might take revenge for the many dangers and dif- 
Juietudes which the arms, and Hill more the intrigues of 
'ranee, had, in his difpuies both with Becket and his 
Tons, been able Co raife him. After making a.celTation 
of arms, a conference was agreed on near ToUrs; where 
The Henry granted his fons much le& advantageous terms than 

Uagt tc- he had formerly profifcred j and he received their fub- 
miflions. The moft material of his concefiitms were 



datioD^ fome penCons which he flipulated to pay them, andfbme 
with hit caftles which he granted them for the place of their 
""■ refidence; together with an indemnity to all their ad- 

herents, who, were reftored to their eftates and ho- 
nours '. 

Of all thofe who had embraced the caufe of the young 

princes, William, king of Scotland, was the only con- 

jlderable fuSerer, by that invidious and unjufl enterprize. 

Henrjr 

■ Bronq)ton, p. 1096. Neubn'g. p. 411, Heming. p. (03. 
T Howden, p, 540- " Bened. Abb. p. 86. Srompton,' ■ 
p. 1098. * Rymer, vol. i. p. 35. Beoed. Abb, p, Bft. 
Hoveden, p. 540. Dieeto, p. 583. Broapton, p. 1098. 
Hemiog. p. J05. Chrga. Duaft. p. 36. 
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Henry delivered from confinement) without exaSing any C HA P. 
ranfora, about nine hundred knights whom he had taken ^ ■ JA i ■ --' 
prifoners ^ ; but it coll WJUian? the antient Jniiependency ' '~*'^ -* 
of his crown as the price of his liberty. He ftiputated . "74- " 
to dto homage to Henry, as his liege Iwd, for Sojtland * ' 

and all his other dominions; he engaged that all the 
barons and nobility of his kingdom Qiould alfo dohom- 
age; that the bilhops Oiould fwear fealty; that" both. 
Ihould fwear to adhere to the king ol England agaiiift' 
their native prince, if the latter fhould break his engage- 
ments; and that the fortrelTes of Edinburgh, Stirling,, nyj; 
Berwic, Roxborough, and Jedboroii|^ fhould be deliver- lothAo- 
ed into Henry's hands, till the performance of articles ^.-^uft.'' 
This feVcre and humiliating treaty was executed "in its. 
full rigour. William, being releafed, brought up all his 
barons, prelates, and abbots ; and they did homage to^ 
Henry in the cathedral of YcM'k, and acknowledged him' 
and his fucccflbrs for their fuperiour lord*. TtieEnglifh 
monarch Wretched ftill farther the rigour of the con-, 
ditions which he exa£ted. He engaged the king and 
ftates of Scotland to make a perpetual ceffion of the for- 
trelfes of Berwic and Roxborough, and to allow thecaf- 
lel of Edinboroug^, to remain in his hands far a limited 
time. This was the firft great afcendant which England 
obtained over Scotland; and indeed (he firft important: 
event, which had paffed between thefe lungdoms. Fev^ 
princes have been fo fortunate as to gain confiderable ad^ 
vantages over their weaker neighbours with lefs violfpcc. 
and injuftice, than was praaifed by Henry againft the 
king of Scotland, whom he had taken prifoner in battle, 
and who had wantonly engaged In a war, in which .all 
the neighbours of that prince, and even his Qvn far 
mily, were> without provocatipn* combined againft 
him". 

Henry, 

■• Nenhrig. p. 413. ' M. Paris, p. 91. Chron, Duft. 
p 16. HoTcden, p. 545 M. Weftm p. 351 Diceto, p, 
584- Broinpton, p. 1103. Rymer, vol, i.-p. 39. Liber Niger 
Scaccarii, p. 36. ^ Benml Abb p. 113. ' Some 

Scots faiftonans pretend, that William paid, belides, ipo,QOo 
poniids of raofoni, which ii quite incredible. The ninrom of 
Richard, who, belides, England, poflefled to many ricl) ter- 
ritories in Fiance, was only 100,000 marks, and yet was levied 
with great difficnlty. ^ 
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CHAP. Henkt, having thus, contrary to ' expe3ation, ec 
' R. tricated hunfelf with honour from a fituation, in which 

n_.-^-.ij [,|j throne was cxpofed to t^c moft imminent danger, oc* 

'^5- cupied bimfelf fisr fcveral years in the adminiftraiion of 

t»UB j""''^' '° ^ accutioh of the laws, and in guarding a- 

•^^^ pinft thofe inconveniences, which either the part con- 

t^^, vnlfioni oF hii ftate, or the political inflitutions of that 
Mgt, unavoidably occafioned. The provifions, which he 
mtde, Ihew fuch a largenefB of thought as qualified him 
ta become a l^illator ; and they were commonly calcu- 
lated far the future as well as prefent happinefs of his king- 
dboi. 
I,k^ He ena&ed fenre penalties againfl robbery, murder, 
Falfe ccaninK, burning houfes; and ordained that thefe 
aimta ftouid be puniuied by the amputation of the right 
hand aod ri|{ht foot^. The pecuniary conmiutatiqn for 
crimes, vfaich has a fatfe appearance of lenity, had been 
tftdually difufed ; and feems to have been entirely abo- 
. tmti by the rigour of thefe (latutes. The fperftitioua 
trial by water wdeal, though condemned by the cburch °, 
fliH fubfiSed ; but Henry orduned that any man, ac- 
O^edaf murder or any heinous felony by the oath of the 
tWril knights of the county, (hould even thou^ acquit- 
tra t>y the ordeal, be obliged to abjure the realm \ 

All advances towards reafon and good fenfe are flow 
and gradual. Henry, though fenlible of the great abfur- 
£ty, attending the trial by duel or battle, did not ven- 
ture to abolilh it : He only admitted either of the panies 
to diallbnge a trial by an affize or jury of twelve free- 
holders *■. This method of trial feems to have been very 
antient in England, and was fixed by the laws of king 
Alfred: But the barbarous and vi<dent genius of the 
Hfft had of late given more credit to the trial by battle, 
^ich had become the general method of deciding all 
important controverfies. It was never abolifhed by law 
in £ng^nd ; and there is an inflance of it fo late as the 
reign of Elizabeth : But the inftituiion revived by this 
king, being found mere reafonable.andmore fuitable toft 
dnlized people, gradually prevailed over it. 

The 

<= Bened. Abb. p. 13a. Hoveden, p. 54.9. ° Sdd. 
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The pittitiod of England into four dn'iGxm, and theCH A K 
appointment of iiineraDt juflices to go the circuit in K. 
each diTifioni and decide the caufei in the counties, wai^ ""^"^ 
another tmpoitant ordinance of this prince, hadadireS **7^ 
tendency to reilrain the opprefllons of ihelorons, and to 
proted the inferior gentry and common people in their 
property '. Thofe juftices were either prelates or con- 
fiderable iiol»lity ; _ and befides carrying the authority 
of the king's commiffion, were able, dt the digni^ 
of their own chara3er, to give w«ght and cre^t to the 
laws. 

That there might be fewer obftacles tothe necutioa 
of juflice, the king wu vigilant in demolifliine all the 
new creded cafllet of the nobility, in England a« well 
as in bit foreign duninion* { and he permitted no for- 
trefi to rcnuin in bonds, whom he found reafon to 
fafpeao. 

BcT left the kiDgd(»n fliould be expofed by this de- 
molition of the lht>og placet, the kiiw fixed an affize of 
anu, by which all hu fuljeds were oUiged to put them- 
fdves in a fitnation proper ht defen^ng diemfelTes and 
the realm. Etctt nian, poOefled of a knight's fee, wu 
(vdained to have rot eadt fee a coat of mail, a fadme^ a 
Oiield, and a lance; evoy free lajrman poAcfled of 
good) to the value of fizteen narks, wu to be anned ia 
like manner } every one poflefied of ten inwki wat 
oUiged to have an iron gorgtt, a cap of iron, and a 
lance ; all bwgcfTes were to have a cap of iron, « lance, 
and a wambau, that is, a coat qniked with wool, tow, 
or foch oditr mUeriad **. It appears, that ardwiy, 
for whidi the EngKlh ware afiennrds To renownra, 
' had not, at diis time, become very common among 
them. The fpear was the diirf weapm empl^red in 
battle. 

Thz dergy and Hit laity were during that age in a 
ftrange fituation with regard to eadi t^ier, and liich at 
may feem totally incompatiUe with a civiKxed, and in- 
deed with any government. IF a clergyman was guilty 
of murder, he could only be punilhed by d^iadation ; 
If he wu murdered, the murderer was wily expofed to 
.ezcom* 

' Hoveden, p. 59a ' Bened. Abb p. 'aoa. Diceto, 
p. sSc. ■■ Beood. AJih. p. 405. Clmn. Got. p. ■4S9> 
AaaaL WarciL ^ t6i. . 
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P H A P. exconununiation and ecckfianicd ccnrur^ ; and the 
K^ crime «^ atoned for by penances and fubmilTion '. 

Sr^''''^ Hence the aflkilins of Thomas a Becket himtelF, though 
.}\7^ K"*''? °^ *^^ ™°'^ atrocious wickednels, and the raoft re- 
pugnant to the fcntitnents of that age, lived fecurely in 
ibcir own houfes without bejng called lo account by Henry 
bimfelf, y/ho was fo much concerned both in honour and 
' intcreft, to punilh that crime, and who profelTcd or af* 
fcded on all occafions the mod extreAie abhorrence of it. 
It w^ not till, they, found their prefence fhnnned by ever/ 
one as cxcxmimunicated perfons, that they were induced 
lo take a joarDey to Rome, to throw thcmfelves at the 
pope's feet, and to fubmit to the' penances impofed upon 
them : After which, they continued to polTefs, without 
inoleA»tioD, their honours and fortunes, and feem even 
|o have recovered the counteoapce aiid good opinion of 
the public. But as the king, by the conftitutiors of Cla- 
rendon, which he endeavoured ftill to maintain in force "^i 
)ud fut^e&d the clergy to i trial by the civil magtArate, 
it feemed but juft to give them the protedion of that 
power, to which they were fubje&cd ; and it was enac- 
te4, that the murderers of clergymen fliould b? tried bc- 
iore me julJiciary in the prefence of the bifiiop or his of- 
ficialj 3pd beddcs the ufual punilbment: kr murder, 
ihoi^lfl be fubjeded to a ibrfeiture of their.eflates, and a 
couiircation of their, goods apd chattels '-. ' 

T^z king pafled a:.v^y equitable kw,^h!it the goods 
of a vaflal mould not be feized for the debt of his lord, 
unlefs the y^al be furety for the debt ; and that the rents . 
of vaflals lliould be . paid, to the creditors of the lord, 
not to the lord himfclf. It is remarkable, that this Uvr 
was efia^ed by the king in a. council vdiich he held*, at 
Vcrneuil, ud which. cpnfiHed. of .fome-.prelates and ba-: 
rons of England, as well asfpme of Normandy, Poifiou, 
AdJou, Maine, Touraioci and Brittanny ; and the fla- 
tutc took place in all-thefe diffi^rcm territories "^ ; A cer- 
tun proof how irregular the antient feudal government 



, ' Petri Bleflen. epift. 73: apud Bibl, Patr. ton), xjly. ft 
9Q», " Citron. Gervafe, p. 1433. '' Diceto, p. 592- 
Coroo- Gervafe, p. 1433. ** Bened. Abb, p. 248. ft was 
tlliial f^r t^langs of England, after the coiKjue^ of Ireland, 
tp fuoiinph psLiDJis and ipeisb^rs of ^at country to the Einglifi) 
twrUamtntr' MoIIiieux's CaTe -of -IreU'nd, p^. 64, 65^ 64,: 
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WM, and how near ihe kings, in fome iiAances, approach- CHAP.' 
ed to defpotlfm, though inothen they feemed fcarcely to K. 
poPfefs any authority. If a prince, much dreaded and'~~v~'*-' 
revered like Henry, obtained but the appearance of ge- ^'T^ 
neral confent to an ordinance, which was equitable and 
JuH, it became immediately an ellabliflied law, and all 
the world acquiefced in it. If the prince wds hated or ' 
derpifed ; if the noble», who fupponed him, had fmall 
iflfliience \ if the humours of the times di^fed the peo- 
pletoqueilion the jullice of his ordinances; the fulleft. 
and moft authentic affembly had no authority. Thus ^1 ■ 
was confufion and diforder ; no regular ideas of a confti- 
tuiion prevailed J force and violence decided every 
thing. 

The fuccefs which had attended Henry in his wars did - 
Bot encourage his neighbours to attempt any thing againfl: 
him; and his tranfaflions with them, during the remain- 
der of his reign, contain little memorable. Scotland 
remained in that ilate of feudal iiibJe3ion, to which he 
had reduced it ; and gave him no farther inquietude. He 
fcnt over hi* fourth fon, John, into Ireland, with a view 
of making amorexompleat conquelV of that ifland; but 
the petulance and incapacity of this prince, by w:hichhe 
enrs^ed the If ilb chieftains, obliged the king foon after 
to recall him ". The king of France had fallen into a 
very abjeft fuperllition ; and was induced by a devotion, 
Qiore fuicere than that of Henry, to make a pilgrimage to 
the tomb of Becket ", in order to obtais his interoe&ion 
for the recovery of Phtiipy his elded fon. He probably 
thought himfelf. well intitled to the favour of that faints 
on account of their antient injimacy ; and hoped, that 
Becket whom he had prote^ed while on earth, would 
not now, that he was fo highly advuiced in heaven, for- . 
get his old friend and bencfaSor. The monks, fenfitde 
that, the faint's hoiWuF wjs concerii^d in the cafe, failed 
not to pubUfli* that Lewis's prayers wert anl«ered> and 
that the young princer'^as, by.Beckei's interceffion, re^ 
ftorcd to heath ^ That kinghimfelfwasfoonafterftrack 
Tffith an spopLe:;y, ^hich deprived him of his judg* 
ment: Philip, ((lough ^ yotith of fi(teenj tookonhimthe 
; admi- 

. " Qened. AbVi p< 457, Ac. ° .M. Paris, p. 95. Bened. 
Abb- p. 318, - IJoAjftdeii, p. 59a. M- Weilm, p, aji, Dicetoj 
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C H A P. adminiftratioii, lUl hit father's death, which hai^>ei)«I 
K. foon alter, opened hii way to the throne; and he proved 

^•^'^^•^ the ablcft ud greateft monarch that had governed that 
* 'A kingdom, fince the ^e of Charlcnuute. The fi^ritK- 
Jttn, however, and ciperience of Henry, while they 
moderated lus ainbitiof], gave him fuch an afcendaot over 
thu prince, that no daMteroui rivaUh^s for atom; time, 
vofe between them. The E^^ monarch, inftead of 
lakii^ ailvam^ of hii Atuatioo, rather cm^yed hia 
good ofBccf to compoTe the qaarrda 'which arofe in the 
' royal family of France ; and he wai facce&fid in medi- 
ating a reconciliation between Philip and hii ntolhcr and 
ancles <l. Tfaefe fervicc* were bat lU remiced by Philip, 
who, when he came to man'* efiate, mmented all the 
doBtefiic difcords in the royal fiimily of Eiwland, and 
coomr^d Henry*! fons in UieiruDgTiteAil and uadiMifiil 
behaviour towards him. 
■ i8(X YouKG Heary, equally impatient of ofataininif power, 
and incapable of ufing tt, renewed to ihe k«g his demand 
of religning Normandy ; and on meetiiw with a refiifid, 
be fled with his contort to the coort of FrMce : Bat not 
finding Philip, atthattime, difpc^ed tae«ter into warfor 
hisfake, he accepted of his father's t4fen oS reconcitia- 
ItoB, and made his fobmifiioti^ It was a creel circnm- 
ftance in the king^ fortone, that he coald hope fat no 
tranquillity from the criminal enterprtzes of his tons tnt 
by their mutual difcord and animofities, whkh diAorbcd 
his faoulyi and threw Ihs ftate into convutfimis. Ridtard, 
whom lie had made maOcr of Guienee, and who bad 
di^bjed his vslovr and military geriiiK, by fnpprd&ag 
die revolts of hismutinous baroni, refufed toobcy Hcnry'a 
oidefs, in doing hom^^ to hb elder brother for thai wm- 
cby ; and he defended htmfelf i^inft y*«^ Henry and 
GesSircy, who, miiting their anns, carried war tmo tit 
lecritories ". The king with feme ^tBcAr conpofitf 
this difference ; bat immedtalely fooid his cIdeA fen ca- 
gagcd IB conTpiractei, and ready to l^dce arms againft 
,,{. himfelf. WhMe the yomc; prince waacondoAiBg thefe 
criminal dcfigni, he was feized wiA a fever at Martcl, 
a caAle near TiueaoCi to whi^ be bid ictired ia £lco>- 

ttRTs 
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Tent ; and feeing the Approaches of death, he was at Uft C H A IP. 
Ilruck with rciaorre for his undatiful bchavioar tovards - I^ 
his father. He Tent a TnefTengcr to the kin^, who wai *— v-*-* 
not far diftant ; eapreffed his contrition for his &ults ; ***J- 
and entreated the favour of a vifit, that he iniriit a,t leift 
die with the fattsfa&ion of having received his foi^ve- 
nefs. Henryi who had fo often experienced the prince^ 
ingruitude and violence, aj^rchended that his Jicknels 
was entirely a feint, and he dared not entnift himfetf into , ^ 
his fon's hands *r But wben he foon after received '"tel- iJ j™?* 
, ligenceof young Hcnry*» death, and *he prool^ of his_)_|- 
iincere repenUnce, this good prince was afieded with^^^^ 
the deepen forrow ; he thrice fainted away ; he accnfed 
his own hard-hcaitednefs in .refiiflng the dying requeft of 
his Ton ; and he lamented, that he had deprived that 
BTiDceof the laft opportunity of making atonement for 
bis offences, and ofj)owir^ out his (bnl in the bofom xX 
his reconciled tiither ''. Young Hem'y died in the twenty- 
Jeighth year of his age. 

The behaviour of his furvivins children was iH cal- 
culated to give the king any confolation for this lofs. As 
prince Henry had left no pofterity, Richard was become 
riie heir of all his dominions ; and the kine; intended, 
that John, his third furviving fon and favounte, ihould 
iidierit Guienne as his appanage: But Richard refufed 
hi* confent, fled into, that dutchy, and even made prepa- 
rations for carrying on war, as well againft his father as 
sgainfi his brother GeoSrey, who was now pnt in poSef* 
non of Brittany. Henry fent for Eleanor, his queen* 
the hcirefsof Gaienne, and required Richard to deliver 
up to her the dominion of thefe territories ; which that 
prince, either dreading an infurre^ion of the Gafcoos ia 
her favour, or retaining fomefcnfe of duty towards h^, 
readily perfornned ; and he returned peaceably to his fa- 
ther's oDurt. Nofoonerwas this quarrel accoinniodated> 
than Geoffr^, the mod vicious perhaps of all Henry^ 
unhappy family, br<Ae out into violence; demanded 
Anjouto be annexed to his dominions of Brittany ; and 
and on meeting with a. refiifal, fled w the court of France, 

and 

^ Bened. Abb. p. 39a. Hovedcn, p. 6ao. Bromptoa, p. 
■ 1 143. Cbron. Gervafe, p 1463. Nenbrig, p, 41a. Hem- 
Mj, p, 507. . t Bened, Abt- ?■ 393- floveden, p. 6ai. 
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CHAP, and levied armies againll his Tather ". Henry was freed 

IX. from this danger by his Ton's death, who was flain in a. - 
*-"^''~~^ tournament at Paris*. The widow of Geoffrey, foon 
"*3- after his deceafe, was delivered of a fon, who received 
the name of Arthur, and was inve&ed in the dutchy of 
Brittany, under the guardianfbip of his grandfather, 
who, as duke of Normandy, was alfo fuperior lord of 
that territory. Philip, as lord paramount, difputed fome 
time his tide to this wardlhip^ but was obliged to yield 
to the inclinations of, the Bretons, who preferred the go- 
vernment of Henry. 
CinfUct. Bu T the rivallhip among thcfe potent princes, and, all 
their inferior interefls, feemed now to have gtveu place to 
the general paflion for the relief of the holy land, and the 
expulfion of the Saracens. Thofe infidels, though ob- 
liged to yield to the immenfe inundation of chrifiians in 
the firlt cnifade, had recovered courage after the torrent 
was pafl ; and attacking on all quacters the fettlements of 
the Europeans, had reduced thrm to- great difficulties, 
and obliged them to apply again for . fuccours from the 
weft. A fccond crufade, under the emperqr Conradc,- 
and LewisVII. king of France, in whidi there penlhed 
above 200,000 men, In-Might them but a temporary re- 
lief; and thefe princes, after lofingfuch immenfe annies, 
and feeing the flower of ihcir nobility fall by their fide, 
returned with little honour into Europe. But thefe repeat- 
ed nusfortunei, which drained the weftern world of its 
people and treafure, were not yet fufBctent to cure men of 
their paflion for thole fpiritual adventutes ; and 3 new 
incident rekindled with frelh fiwy the zeal of the ecclefr- 
aftics and military adventurers among the Latin chriltians. 
Saladin, a prince of great gencrofity, bravery, and con- 
dud, having fixed himfelf on the throne of Egypt, be- 
gan to extend his conquell over the "EaU ; and finding 
the fettlements of the chriflians in PaleAine au invincible 
obftacle to the progrefs of his arms, he bent the whole 
force of his policy and valour to fubdue that fmall and 
barren, but important territory. Taking advantage of 
ditTentiona, which prevailed among the champions of (he 
crofs, and having fecrcily gained the count of Tripoli, 
who' commanded their armies, he invaded the frontiers 
with 

"Neubng. j>. 428. ^ Beaed. Abb, p. 451. Qma. 
Gervafc, p., 1480. ■ . . 
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whh a mighty power ; and, aided by the treachery of C H A P; 
that count, gained at Tiberiaile a compleat viaory over K. . 
them, which utterly annihilated the force of. ihe already ^""^"C"^ 
languiftiing kingdom of Jerufalem. The holy city itfelf "»7* 
fell into his hands after a feeble refiftance ; the king- 
dom of Anlioch,was almod entirely fubdued ; and except 
fome maritime towns, nothing confiderable remained of 
thofe boafted conquefts, which, near a century before, 
had coft the efforts of all Europe to acquire '', 

The weftern chriftians were aftonifhed on receiving 
this difmal intelligence. Pope Urban III. it is pretended, 
died of grief; and his fuccefTor, Gregory VIII. employed 
the whole time of his fhort pontificate in rouzing to arms 
^l the chriftians who acknowledged his authority. The 
general cry was, that they were unworthy of enjoying 
any inheritance in heaven, who did'not vindicate from 
the dominion of the infidels the inheritance of God on 
e^-th, and deliver from flavery that country which .had 
been confecrated by the fooi-ftcps of their Saviour. 
William, archbifhop o£ Tyre, having procured a confe- IK ' 
rence between Henry and Philip near Gifors, enforced*'^*" 
all thefe topics ; gave a pathetic defcription of the mife- '" 
rable ftate of the eaftern chriftians j and employed every 
argumentto excite the ruling pallions of the age, fuperdi- 
tion and jealoufy of military honour ^. The two mo- 
narchs immediately took the crofs ; many of their moH 
confiderable vafTals imitated the example * ; and as the - 
emperor Frederic I. entered into the fame confederacy, 
fome well grounded hopes of fuccefs wer^ cntertaioedi 
and men flattered themfelves, that an enterprize, which - 
bad failed under the conduS of many independent chief- 
tains, or of imprudent princes, might at laft, by the ef- 
forts of fuch potent and able monarchs, be brought to a 
happy iffue. 

The kings of France and England impofed a tax, 
amounting to the tenth af all moveable goods, on fuch as 
remained at home ■* ; but as they exempted from this 
burden moll of the regular clergy, the fecular afpired to 
the fame privilege ; pretended that it was only their duty 
to aiBIt the crufade with their prayers ; and it was with 
fome difficulty they were obliged to defill from an oppofi- 
tion. 



^ M. Parii, p. loo. 
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CHAP, tkm, which in tbem, who hid been the chief ioAigatort 
K. to thefe piotis entcq>rizcs, q>pcaced with the wottt gntcc 

^— ->"'—' ima^mble *•. This backworctneft of the dergy b f^' 
i>^ haps a fymptom, that the emhuGafiic ardouTi which bad 
at (irft feized the people forcrufades, was now ooa0de- 
rably abated by ttme and ill fucccft ; and that the frcoz/ 
was chiefly fuppcrtcd by the inilitary geiuut sod love of 
glory in the great monarchs. 
11S9. But before this great machine coiddbe put m mctien^ 
there were Hill many oblUdcs to funnount. Philip, 
jealous of Henry't grcatnefst entered into a private cod- 
tederacy with young Richard, and working on his am- 
tutiotu and impatient temper, perfuaded hiro, tnflead of 
fupporting and a^randizing that monarchy, which he 
was one day to inherit, to fedc prefent power and inde- 

Rnehof pendcnce> by didurbing and dirmembariiw it. In nder 
to give a pretence for hiflilitiea between the two kings, 
Richard broke into the territories of Raynaood, count of 
Tholoufc, who immediately carried hit complaints of 
this violence before the king of France » hii fuperior 
kffd. Philip remonllrated with Henry ; but received for 
anfwer, that Richard had confeffed to the arqhbiihop of 
Dublin, that his enterprize againll Raymond had been 
undertaken by the approbation of Philip himfcif, and 
was conduced by his authority. The king of Jf ranee, 
who might have been covered with fhame and confiifion 
by this detedion, (lilt profecuted his deiign, and fan^ 
into the provinces of Berfi and Auvei^pe, under colour 
of revenging the quarrel of the onint of Tholoufe ''. 
Henry retaliated by making inroads upon the ftonlicn of 
France, and burning Dreux. As this war, which de- 
ftroycd all hopes of fuccefs in the projefied crufade, gave 
great fcandal, the two kings held a conference at the ac- 
cnfiomed place between Gifors and Trie, in order to find 
means of accommodating their differences: Tbey fepa- 
fated aa worfe terms than before ; and Philip, to fliew 
his dilguft, ordered a great elm, undtr v^hidi the confe- 
rences had been ufualiy held, to be cut down ' ; as if he 
had renounced all defte of aMommodatim, and was de^ 
tcrmined to carry the war to eitremity againft the king 
of England. But hi* own vaflida refufed to ferve aiuler 

him 
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him in fo invidious a caufe ^ ; and he was oUiged to C H A P. 
come anew to a conference with Henry, and toofFer terms HC. 
of peace. Thefe terms were fuch as entirely opened the ' • — ^-'^ 
eyes of the king of England, and fully proved to him **'9' 
the perfidy of his Ton, and his fecret alliance with Phiiip, 
of which he had before only entertained fome fufpicions. 
The king of France required, that Richard Ihauld be 
crowned king of England in the life-time of hit father, 
(hould be invefied in all his tranfmaiine dominions, and 
fhould be immediately marriad to Alice, Philip's filler, 
to whom he had formerly been contra&d, and who had 
already been conduced into England °. Henry had ex- 
perienced fucfa fatal effeds, both from the crowning his 
cldeA Ton, and from that prince's alliance with the royal 
family of France, that he reJeSed ihefc terms ; wid 
Richard, in confequence of his fecret agreement with 
Philip, immediately revolted from him ", did homage to 
the king of |^rance for all the dominions which Henry 
held of that crown, and received the invcflitures, as if he 
had already been the lawful proprietor. Some hidorians 
afTert, that Henry himfelf had become enamoured of 
youi^ Alice, and aliign this as an additional realbn for 
his refiifing thefe conditions : But he had fo many other 
juft and equitable motives for his condufi, that it is fu- 
perfluous to afiign a caufe, which the great prudence and 
advanced age of that monarch rendered fbmewhat im- 
prt^afale. 

Cardinal Atbano, the pope's legate, difpleafed mth 
thefe tncreafing obllacles to the crufade, excommunicated 
Richard, a» the chief fpring of difcord : But the fenteiKC 
of excommunication, whidi, when it was properly pre- 
pared, and was zealoully fupported by the dergy, had 
often great influence in that age, proved entirely ineffec- 
tual in the prefent cafe. The diief barons of Poidou* 
Gutenne, Normandy, and Anjou, being attadied to the 
youiw prince, and leeing that he had now received die 
inveftiture from their fuperior lord, dedared for him, 
and made inroads into the tmitwiei of fuch at Hill ad- 
hered to the ddking. Henry, dilquietedby the daily re- 
Tohsof his motinout fubjeCb, anddreadii^ ftill worfe ef- 
ie&x from their turbulent difpofitiot), had agun recouife 



' Ibid, p. 519. ° Bcoed. Abb. p. jii. Hovedcn, p- 
£$x; ■'Bioinptm, p. 1149^ Neiuirig.p. 437. 
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CHAP.to papxl authority; and engaged the cardinal Ana^i, 
IX. whohad ruccecd<»l Albano in the Iwatefliip, to thraaten' 

'^"'v-^-' Philip with laying aft interdiS on allhis dominions. But" 
11S9'. Philip, who was a prince of< great vigour and capacity, 
defpifcd the menace, and told Anagni, that it belonged 
rot to the pope to interpofe in the temporal difputes of' 
princes, much lefs in thofe between him and his rebellious 
vaflals. He even proceeded fo far as to reproach him with 
partiality, and with receiving bribes from the king of 
England * ; while Richard, ftill more outrageous, offer- 
ed to draw his fword againfl the legate, and was only hin- 
dered by the interpofition of the company, from com- 
mitting violence upon him ", 

The king of England was now obliged to defend his 
dominions by arms, and to enter on a war with France 
and with his eldtftion, a prince of great vabur, on liich 
di fad vantageous terms. Ferie-Barnard fell firft into the 
hands of the enehiy : Mans was next taken by aSiult ; 
and Henry, who had thrown himfelf into that place, ef- 
caped with fome difficulty'^: Amboife, Cbaumont, and 
Chateau de Loire, opened their gates on the appearance 
of Philip and Richard: Tours wss inveffed; and the 
king, who had retired to Saumur, and had daily in{lances 
of the cowardice or infidelity of his governors, expeaed 
the moft difmal iflue to all his enferpriaes. While he 
was in thisftate of defpcndency, the duke of Burgandy, 
the count of Flanders, and the archbifhop of Rhcims 
interpofed with their good offices; and the intelligente, 
which he received of the taking of Tours, and which 
made him fully fenfible of the defperate fituation of his 
. affab-s, fo fubdued his fpirit, that he fubmirted to all the' 
rigorous terms, which were impofed upon him. He 
agreed, that Richard ftiould marry the princefs Alice ;■ 
that'that prince (hould receive the homage and oath of 
fealty of all his fubjeds both in England and his tranfma* 
rine dominions j that he himfelf fhould pay twenty thou- 
fand marks to the king of France as a compenfaiion for 
the charges of the war ; that hisown barons fhould engage 
to make htm obferve this treaty by force, and in cafe of 
his violating it, fliould promife to'join Philip and Richard 
again A 

^ M. Paris, p. 104. Bened. Abb. p. $^i. Hoveden, p, 

• 65»- ? M. Paris, p. 104. t j^ paiS, |i. loj. -Bwie^. 

Abb. p. 543, Hftveden, p. 653.' : . ■'.' 
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•gainflhim; and that all his vaffals, whofiad enterfejin,- CHA^. 
to confederacy with Richapd, fliould receive an indemni/)' ^. IX. . 
for this offence ". , '""''n^T^ 

3(iT the monificatiDii, which Henry, who had beeij ^'S^. 
accuflomed to give the taw Jq rnofl treaties, received 
from thefe difadvanlageous terms, was the leaft whicli 
he met with on this occafion. When he demanded a lift 
of thoTe barons, to whom he was to grant a pardon for 
fheir connexions with Richard ; he was aftonifhed to fiiid, 
at the head of them, the name of his fecond Ton, John ^ ; 
who had always been his favourite, whofe interefts he 
had ever anxioally at heart, and who had even, on ac- 
count of his afcendant over him, often excited the jealoufy 
of Richard^ This unhappy father, already Overloaded 
with cares and forrows, finding this lad difappointment jfi 
his domcflic tendernefs, broke out into expreffions of the 
utmoft defpair, curfed the day in which he received hfs 
rriiferable being, and beftowed^ on his ungrateful and uiF- 
<Kiliful children, a maledifition which he never could bb 
preTaiied on tn retrad **. The more his heart was dif- 
pofed'tofrienddiip and affedLon, the more he refented - 
the barbarous retina, which his four Tons had fucceffivety 
made to his parental care; and this filiifhing blow, by 
depriving him -of every com e broke' his 

l^irits, and threw him into a of which 

he foon after expired, at the o near Saii- gtf, t„i», 

Tiiur. His natural fon, Geo le had he- Death, 

haved dutiiutk towards him, : pTe to the 

nunnery of Fontevrault; wh _ ate in the 

abbey-church. Netfday, Richard, . w'ho ' came to vi0E 
(he dead body of his fattier, and whci, riptwithllai;din^ 
t)is criminal con dud, was not devoid altogether of gene- 
r0ffty, was Rracfc with horror' and reinorfe at the fight i 
tml as the afCftants obferved, thafi at that very inffanri 
blood gulhed out of the mouth and noQrils of the cor[ire » 
he'excl^imed, according to a vulgar fuptrfiltion, that he 
'iv^s his f3rfier*s murderer ;" and he expreffed a deep fenre, 
tfiough too late, of that undutiful behaviour, viiKh haJl 
bfo^t hU parent to an untimoiy grave '. '. 

Vol. I. . D d ThiI? 

° MParii,!). id6. Beoed. Abb. p. 545. Hoveden, p. 
653. » Hoveden, p. $5*. •■ Bened. Abb. p-fi+i- 

» Howdni* p. 6)4- " Bmed. Abb. p. 547. BrOmpton, 
p. lip. t M. Paris, p. 107. 
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CHAP. THU>'(lie<l, in ihe fifty-eighth year of hii age, and 
K. thirty-fifth of his reign, the greateft prince of his tinw 
""-^ for wifdom, .virtue and ability, and the raoft powerful io 
extent of dominioii of all thofc that had ever filled, the 
throne of England. His charader, in private as well ai 
public life, ii almoft without a blemifb ; and he feems to 
have pofTefTed every acconipUfhment both of body and 
miod, which makes a man cither eftimable or amiable. 
He was of a middle fVature, (irong and well proportioned; 
his countenance was lively and engaging; his conycrfa- 
Hon affable and entertaining; his elocution cafy, perfua- 
live, and ever at command. He loved peace, but pof- 
fefTcd both bravery and condu£t in war; was provident 
without timidity ; fevere in the execution of juflice with- 
out rigour; and temperate without aufterity. He pre- 
fervcd health, and kept himfelf from corpulency, to 
which he was fomewhat inclined, by an abilemious diet> 
and by fre<iuent cxcrcifc, particularly hunting. When 
he could enjoy leifure, he recreated himfelf^ eidier in 
learned converfation or in reading; and he cultivated his 
natural talents by ftudy, above any prince of his time. 
His affedions, as well as his enmities, were waim and 
durable ; and his long experience of the ingratitude and 
infidelity of men never ddlroyed the natural fcnCbility 
of his temper, which difpofed him to friendOup and (b- 
dety. His charaSer has been tranfmitted to us by many 
writers, who were his contemporaries ' ; and it refembles 
extremely, in its moft remarkable ftrokes, that of his ma- 
temal grandfather Henry I. Excepting only that ambf- 
tion, which was a ruling paflion in bc4h, found not ia 
the firfl Henry fuch unexceptionable means of exerting 
itfelf, and pufhed that prince into meafures, which were 
both criminal in ihemfelves, and were the caufe of farther 
icrinies, from which his grandfon's condud was hapinly 
exempted. 

This prince, like nwft of his predecefTors of the 
Norman line, except Stephen, palTeif more of his time 
on the continent than in this iOand : He was furrounded 
with the Englilh gentry and nobility, when abroad: 
The French gentry and nobility followed him when he 
TCfided in England : Both nations aSted in the govern- 
meot, 

* Petri, Bleft epift. 46, 4,7, in Bibliotbeca Patrum, voL 
' Bdr.p.98j, 986, &c. Ciiald. Camb. p. 783, &c 
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ment, as if they were the fame people ; and on many CHAP. 
occafiona, the leziflatures feem not to have been diftin- ^ J^ ^ 
guifhed. As thekiog and Ei^lifli barons were all of them ^''"*^*^ 
of French extradion, the manners of that people ac- *'*9' 
<|uired the aTcendant, and were regarded as the great mo> 
deb of imitation. All foreign improvements, therefore, 
fuch as they were, in literature and pditenefs, in lawa 
and arts, feem now to have been, in a good meafure> 
tranfi^anted into England ; and that nation was become 
nowifc inferior, in all the falhionable accomplifhrnents* 
to any of its neighbours on the continenL The more 
homely, but more fcnfible manners and principles of the 
Saxons, were exchanged for the affeSations of diivalry, 
and the fubtilties of fchool phllofophy : The feudal ideas 
of civil government, the Romifh fentiments of reli^on, . 
had taken entire poflelSon of the people : By the former, 
the fenfc of fubmiffion towards princes was fomewhat di- 
miniflied in the barons ; by the latter, the devoted attach- 
ment to papal authority was much augmented among the 
clergy. The Norman and other foreign families, cfta- 
bliihed in England, had now ftnick deep root ; and betif 
entirety cotlited with the people, whom atfiiil they op- 
preflTed and dcfpifed, they no logger thought that they 
needed the protcdion of the crown for the enjoyment of 
th«r fortunes, or confidercd their tenure as precarious 
and dependent They alpircd to the fame Hbeily and in- 
dependence, which they taw enjoyed by their brethren en 
the continent, anddtfu-edtoreftrain thofe exorbitant pre- 
^(^ivcs and arlntrary pradices, whicji the neccSidcs of 
war and the violence of coiiijueft had at (irft obliged thent 
to indulge in their monarch. That memory alfo of a 
more equable government under the Saxon princes, which 
remained with the Ei«lilb, diffufed fiill farther the fpi- 
rit of liberty, and made die barons both deGrous of more 
independence to themfelvcs, and willing to indulge It to 
the people. And it was not long before this fecret revo- 
lution in the fentiments of men produced, firft violent 
ccmvulfi(»is in the (late, thea an evident alteration in the 
maxims of govemmeot. 
~ The hiftMy of all the preceding kings of England 
. fince the conqueft, give evident proofs ^ the difotiefi 
attending the feudal inltitation } the licentioufneli of the 
barops, their fpirit of rebdlion agaioQ the prince and 
laws, and of mimofity agunft each other : The condiiA 
D d a of 
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C HA P. of the barons in the tranfmarine dominions of thofe me- 
iX> narchs afforded perhaps flill more flagrant inflances of 

.^"■"^^^ thtfe convuifioos ; and the biflory of France, during fe- 
|i8j veral ages, confills almoft eniirely of narrayons cf this 
□ature. The citiesi during the continuance of this vio* 
lent govcnimcct, could neither be very populous nor nu- 
fnerous ; and there occur inflances, uhich feem to prove, 
that, though thefe are always the BtSi feat of law and li- 
' betiy, their pcJice Was in general very loofeand irregular, 
and espofed to the fame diforders, with ihofe by which 
the country was generally infellcd. It was a cuftom in 
London for great numbers, to the amount of a hundred 
or more, of the forts and relations of eminent citizens, to 
form themfelves into a licentious confederacy, to tweak 
into rich houfes and plunder them, to rob and murder the 
* pafTei^rs, and to commit with impunity all forts of dif- 
Order. By Ihefe crimes, it had become lb dangerous to 
walk the jlreets by night, that the citizens dared no more 
to venture abroad after fun-fet, than if they had been 
cxpofed to the incurfions of a public enemy. The brother , 
of the earl of Ferrars had been murdered by feme of 
ihefe nodurnal rioters; and the death of a pejfonof fuch 
noble bitth, which was much more regarded than that of 
many thoufands df an inferior flation, fo provoked the 
Icing, that he fworc vengeance againft the criminals, and 
became iheoceforth much more rigorous in the execution 
of the laws *". 

Therz is another inflance given by hiftorians, which 
proves to what a height fuch riots had proceeded, and 
fiowopeo (hefe crioninaU were in committing their rob- 
beries. A band of them had attacked the houle of a rich 
citizen, with an intention of plundering it ; had broke 
through a flont wall with hammers and wedges \ and had 
ah%3<^ entered the houfe fwotd in hand ; when the citi- 
zen, armed cap-a-pce and liipported by hh railhful fer- 
vants, app^red in the padage to oppoie them : He cut 
off the right hand of the liift robber that entered ; and 
made fuch a fioiit r^fiflaiice,^ that his nei^bours had lei- 
fore to afl^mbte and come to his relief. The man, who 
loH hit band, was caught ; aid was tempted by the pro- 
mife of pardod to reveal hts, confederate;, amot^ whom 
was one John SescT, efleemed. among the ricJwft arid* 
bell "ban citizens of Lohdon. ,Hc was~$privt3ed by the 
..,■,... tadeal 
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otdeal trial ; and though he offered five faondred marlu C-H A f, 
tot his life, the king refufed the money, and ordered him ^ 
to be hanged", ^"^o"""' 

Henr'v's exaSnclsin admimftring jullice had gained "•S" 
him To great reputation, that even Toreigo aad diftact 
princes made him an arbiter, and fubmitted their differ- 
ences to his judgment. Sanchez, king of Navarre^ 
liaving fome controverfies with Alfonfo, king of Caftile, 
was contented, though Alfonfo had married the daughter of 
Henry, to chufc this prince for a referee ; and tbiy 
agreed, each of them, to coolign three caiUes into neu- 
tral hands, as a pledge of their not departing from his 
award. Henry made the caufe be examined before hit 
great council, and gave a fentence, which was willing!/ 
Aibmitted to by both parlies. Thefe two Spanifli kinn 
feot each a ftout champion to the court of England, in 
order to defend his caufe by arms, in cafe the way of dud 
had been chofen by Henry ". 

Hekky fo far abolifiied the barbu-ou* and abfurd 
pra^ice of conhfcating ftiips, which had been wrecked 
en the coaft, that he ordained, if one man or aninul was 
alive in the Ihip, the veffel and goods fitould be reAorcd 
to the owners °. 

The reign of Henry was remarkable for an innovatimt. 
which was afterwards carried farther by his fucceffors, 
and was attended with the moft important coofequenca 
to the government. This prince was difgufted with t2ie 
(pecica of military force, which was eUabJiffaed by the 
feudal inDitutions, and which, ibongh it was extremelj 
burdenfome to the fubje^, yet rendered very little fer^ 
vice to the foveretgo. The barons, or military tenant% 
came late into the field ; they were obliged to lerve on^ 
for for^ days { they were ujalkilful and diibrdcrly in ^ 
their <^craiions j and ihey were apt to carry into the 
camp the fame refra3ory and independent fpirit, ta 
which tijay were accuQomed in thtir civil government. 
Henry, therefore, introduced the pradice of making « ' 
commuUUioa of their military fervice for money; and 
he levied fcutages from his baronies and knights tees, in- 
flead of requiring the perfonal attendance of his vaJTals, 
There 

. ** Ilqd. p. 197, 198. " Rymer, vol t». p. 43. Bened. 

Abb. p. 1 72- Diceto, ?• S97- Btonipion, p. 1120. "Ry- 
mer, vol, L ^ ^. 
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CHAP. There is mention made, in the hiftor^ <^ the exAmfaer, 
K. of thefe fcutages in hii fecond, finfa, and ci^teenth 

V'"^C*^ y<«r ' i and other writen give ui an account of three 
'*'^ more of thnn**i When the prince had thu» obtained 
money, he made a contraQ with fome of thofe adven- 
toren, in which Europe at that time abounded: They 
found him fbldicrs of the fame charader with themfdvest 
who were bound to ferve for a ftipulated time : Ttw 
annies were much left numeroos, but more iifefiil, than 
when compofed of alt the militarr vafTals of the crown : 
The feudal inflttutions began to relax ; The kings became 
ftpaciom for money, on which all their power depended ; 
The barons, feeing no end of eiadions, fought to de- 
Seei their prtmcny : And ai the fiuned caules had neailf 
ihefameeffca, in the different countries of Europe, the 
fereral crowns either loft or acquired authority, ^ccordii^ 
to their different fucccfs in this coiueft. 

This prince was alfo the firfl who levied a tax on the 
moveables or pcrfonal cflates of hb fubjeds, nobfes as 
well as people. Their zeal for the holy wan made tbem 
fiibmil to this inno^'ation ; and a precedent being once 
obtained, ihi* taxation became, in fdtowine reigns, the 
nfaal method of fupplying the oecelGttes of the ctowd. 
The tax of Dane^t, fo generally odious to the nation, 
was remitted in this reirn. 

It was an ufual pranice of the kings of England, t«. 
repeat the ceremony of their coronation thrice every year, 
on aflembling the iMes at the three great feflivals. Henry, 
ftfter the firft year of his reign, never renewed this cere> 
mony, which was found to be very expenfive and very 
nfelcli. None of his fticceflors ever revived it. It n 
<|cemed a great aft of grace in this prince, that he nu- 
ttgated the rigour of the foretl laws, and punifhed atnr 
tnn^eflions ct them, not capitally, but bjr fines, impn- 
fenments, and other more moderate pen^ties. 

Since we are here coltefiing fome detadied incidents, 
which (hew the genius of the age, and which could not 
fe well enter into the body of the hiflory, in may not be 
ami6 to mention the quarrel between Roger archbifliw 
of York, and Richard archbifhop of Canterbarjr. wc 
may judge of the violence of military men and laymen, 
when ccclefiadiQS could proceed to fuch extremities. 
Cardli^ 

* MadoK, p. 435, 436, 437, 438. <L'FyncI, voL S. 
p. 466. frant the records. 
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Cardinal Haguezun being Teiit, in ii-}6, as I^ate intoCH AP. - 
"Britain, fumnxined an aflembly of the clergy at Lon- IX. 
don ; and as both the archbilhc^s pretended to fit on hi) *— -v*^ 
right hand, this queftion of precedency begot a contro- "^9- 
verfy between rhem. The monkj and retainers of orch- 
biQutp Richard fell upon Roger, in the prcfence of the 
cardinal and of the fynod, threw him on the ground, 
trampled him under foa, and fo bniifed him with blows 
that be was taken vp half dead, and his life was, with 
difficulty, faved from their violence. The archbifhop c^ 
Canterbury was obliged to give a large fum of money to 
the l^ate, in order to fuppreis all complainu of this 
enormity *. 

This king left only two leptimate fons, Richard, 
who fucceeded him, and John, who inherited* no terri- 
tory, though his father had often intended to leave him 
a part of his eztenfive dominions. He was thence com- 
monly denominated Lacland. Henry left three legiti- 
nuiie daughters ; Maud, bom in 1 1 56, and mairied to 
Henry, duke -of Saxony ; Eleanw, born in 1162, and 
married to Alphonfo, king of Caftile ; Joan, born in 
1165, and married to William, king of Sicily '. 

Henry ii faid by antient hifloriaro to have been of 
a very araorcui difoofition ; and they mention two of 
his natural fons by Kofamond, daughter of lord CliffonJ, 
viz. Richard Longcfpee, or Lon^word, (fo called from 
the fword he ufually wore) who was afterwards married to 
Ela, the daughter and heir of the ewl of Salifbury ; and 
Geofirey, firft bifhop of Lincoln, and then archbifhop of 
Ycffk. All the other circumflances of the ftory com- 
monly Udd of that lady ftcm to be fabuknu. 

» Bened. Abb. p. 138, 139. Brompton, p. uoo. Chmn. 
Got. p. 1433. Neubrig. p.413. %Dic«o, p. 616. 
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